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CARTON WITH DISPENSER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application claims the bene?t of US. Provisional 
Application No. 60/816,088 Which Was ?led on Jun. 23, 2006. 
The entire content of the above-referenced provisional appli 
cation is hereby incorporated by reference as if presented 
herein in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to cartons for hold 
ing and dispensing articles. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In general, one aspect of the invention is directed to a carton 
for containing a plurality of articles. The carton comprises a 
plurality of panels that extends at least partially around an 
interior of the carton. The plurality of panels comprises a top 
panel, a bottom panel, a ?rst side panel, and a second side 
panel. A dispenser in the carton is for alloWing removal of 
articles from the carton. The dispenser comprises a dispenser 
panel that is at least partially de?ned by a tear line in the 
carton and is for being at least partially removed for at least 
further opening a dispenser opening. In the top panel, the tear 
line comprises a ?rst oblique portion extending from proxi 
mate an end of the dispenser panel to proximate a ?rst edge of 
the top panel, a second oblique portion extending from proxi 
mate the end of the dispenser panel to proximate a second 
edge of the top panel, and a lateral portion extending betWeen 
the ?rst edge and the second edge. 

In another aspect, the invention is generally directed to a 
blank for forming a carton. The blank comprises a plurality of 
panels. The plurality of panels comprises a top panel, a bot 
tom panel, a ?rst side panel, and a second side panel. The 
blank comprises dispenser features comprising at least one 
dispenser panel that is at least partially de?ned by a tear line 
for at least partially separating the dispenser panel from the 
blank. In the top panel, the tear line comprises a ?rst oblique 
portion extending from the access ?ap to proximate a ?rst 
edge of the top panel, a second oblique portion extending 
from the access ?ap to proximate a second edge of the top 
panel, and a lateral portion extending betWeen the ?rst edge 
and the second edge. 

In another aspect, the invention is generally directed to a 
method of opening a carton. The method comprises providing 
a carton having a plurality of panels that extends at least 
partially around an interior of the carton. The plurality of 
panels comprises a top panel, a bottom panel, a ?rst side 
panel, and a second side panel. The carton comprises a dis 
penser comprising a dispenser panel at least partially de?ned 
by a tear line in the carton and an access ?ap in the top panel. 
The tear line comprising a ?rst oblique portion extending 
from the access ?ap to proximate a ?rst edge of the top panel, 
a second oblique portion extending from the access ?ap to 
proximate a second edge of the top panel, and a lateral portion 
extending betWeen the ?rst edge and the second edge. The 
method further comprising pivoting the access ?ap to alloW 
access to the dispenser panel and grasping the dispenserpanel 
and at least partially separating the dispenser panel from the 
carton by at least partially tearing the carton along the ?rst and 
second oblique portions and the lateral portion to create a 
dispenser opening in the carton. 
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2 
Those skilled in the art Will appreciate the above stated 

advantages and other advantages and bene?ts of various addi 
tional embodiments reading the folloWing detailed descrip 
tion of the embodiments With reference to the beloW-listed 
draWing ?gures. 

According to common practice, the various features of the 
draWings discussed beloW are not necessarily draWn to scale. 
Dimensions of various features and elements in the draWings 
may be expanded or reduced to more clearly illustrate the 
embodiments of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan vieW of a blank from Which a carton 
according to an exemplary embodiment of this invention is 
formed. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective of the carton formed of the blank of 
FIG. 1 With containers in the carton and a dispenser panel 
removed. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective similar to FIG. 2 but shoWing a 
pivotable ?ap of the carton pivoted to alloW removal of the 
containers. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective of the carton. 
Corresponding parts are designated by corresponding ref 

erence numbers throughout the draWings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENT 

The present invention generally relates to cartons housing 
a plurality of articles and a dispenser in the carton for remov 
ing articles from the carton. The present invention can be 
used, for example, in cartons that contain articles or other 
products such as, for example, food and beverages or pet 
food. The articles can also include soup cans or other food or 

beverage containers such as, for example, cans, bottles, PET 
containers, or other containers such as those used in packag 
ing foodstuffs. For the purposes of illustration and not for the 
purpose of limiting the scope of the present invention, the 
folloWing detailed description describes generally cylindrical 
containers as disposed Within the carton embodiments. In this 
speci?cation, the relative terms “loWer,” “bottom,” “upper” 
and “top” indicate relative orientations determined in relation 
to fully erected cartons. 

FIG. 1 is a plan vieW of the exterior side 2 of a blank, 
generally indicated at 1, used to form a carton 3 according to 
the exemplary embodiment of the invention. The carton 3 can 
be used to house a plurality of articles such as containers C 
(FIGS. 2 and 3). The carton 3 has various dispenser features, 
including a dispenser 5, formed in the carton for alloWing 
access to the containers C. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
carton 3 is siZed to hold tWelve containers C arranged in a 
single layer in a 2x6 arrangement, but it is understood that the 
carton 3 may be siZed and shaped to hold containers C of a 
different or same quantity in more than one layer and/or in 
different roW/column arrangements (e.g., 1x12, 3><6, 2><6><2, 
3><4><2, etc.) 
The blank 1 has a longitudinal axis L1 and a lateral axis L2. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the blank 1 comprises a bottom 
panel 10 foldably connected to a ?rst side panel 20 at a ?rst 
longitudinal fold line 21, a top panel 30 foldably connected to 
the ?rst side panel 20 at a second longitudinal fold line 31, and 
a second side panel 40 foldably connected to the top panel 30 
at a third longitudinal fold line 41. An adhesive ?ap 50 is 
foldably connected to the bottom panel 10 at a fourth longi 
tudinal fold line 51. 
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The bottom panel 10 is foldably connected to a ?rst bottom 
end ?ap 12 and a second bottom end ?ap 14. The ?rst side 
panel 20 is foldably connected to a ?rst side end ?ap 22 and a 
second side end ?ap 24. The top panel 30 is foldably con 
nected to a ?rst top end ?ap 32 and a second top end ?ap 34. 
The second side panel 40 is foldably connected to a ?rst side 
end ?ap 42 and a second side end ?ap 44. When the carton 3 
is erected, the top and bottom end ?aps 12 and 32 and side end 
?aps 22 and 42 close a ?rst end 35 of the carton, and the top 
and bottom end ?aps 14 and 34 and side end ?aps 24 and 44 
close a second end 45 of the carton. In accordance With an 

alternative embodiment of the present invention, different 
?ap arrangements can be used for closing the ends 35, 45 of 
the carton. 

The top and bottom end ?aps 12 and 32 and side end ?aps 
22 and 42 extend along a ?rst marginal area of the blank 1, and 
can be foldably connected at a ?rst lateral fold line 62 that 
extends along the Width of the blank. The top and bottom end 
?aps 14 and 34 and side end ?aps 24 and 44 extend along a 
second marginal area of the blank 1, and can be foldably 
connected at a second lateral fold line 64 that also extends 
along the Width of the blank. The lateral fold lines 62, 64 may 
be, for example, substantially straight, or offset at one or more 
locations to account for blank thickness or for other factors. 
The dispenser 5 includes a dispenser panel, generally indi 
cated at 72, removably attached to the blank 1 at a tear line, 
generally indicated at 74. When the dispenser panel 72 is 
removed from the carton 3, a dispenser opening 75 (FIGS. 2 
and 3) is exposed that alloWs the containers C to be selectively 
dispensed from the carton. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
dispenser panel 72 includes a ?rst portion 76 in the top panel 
30 of the blank 1, a second portion 78 in the side panel 40, a 
third portion 80 in the side panel 20. The tear line 74 includes 
a ?rst portion 84 and a second portion 86 comprising respec 
tive oblique tear lines in the top panel 30 that converge and 
meet at a rounded portion 88 of the tear line. The dispenser 5 
includes a curved fold line 90 radially opposed With the 
rounded comer 88 and cooperating With the rounded corner to 
form a generally round access ?ap 94 in the top panel 30 of the 
carton 3. In the illustrated embodiment, the access ?ap 94 is 
generally circular-shaped With the fold line 90 forming one 
circumferential portion of the ?ap (e.g., the bottom portion as 
vieWed in FIG. 1) and the rounded portion 88 forming the 
other circumferential portion of the ?ap (e. g., the top portion 
as vieWed in FIG. 1). Alternatively, the access ?ap 94 can take 
on a variety of different shapes (e.g., fold line 90 can be 
omitted and/ or the rounded portion 88 can be shaped differ 
ently). The ?rst portion 84 of the tear line 76 extends 
obliquely from the rounded portion 88 to the longitudinal fold 
line 41, and the second portion 86 extends obliquely from the 
rounded portion to the longitudinal fold line 31. As shoWn in 
FIG. 1, the ?rst portion 84 of the tear line 76 is positioned at 
an oblique angle A1 relative to the longitudinal fold line 41, 
and the second portion 86 is positioned at an oblique angleA2 
relative to the longitudinal fold line 31. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the angleA1 is approximately equal to the angle 
A2 so that the ?rst portion 84 and second portion 86 of the tear 
line 74 respectively intersect the fold line 41, 31 at a location 
that is approximately the same longitudinal distance from the 
lateral fold line 64. It is understood that the magnitude of the 
angle A1 may vary from the magnitude of the angle A2 and 
that the angles may range from approximately Zero to 90 
degrees Without departing from the scope of this invention. In 
the illustrated embodiment, the anglesA1 andA2 are less than 
90 degrees but the angles may vary from What is shoWn in the 
draWings Without departing from the scope of this invention. 
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The tear line 74 includes a third portion 96 that connects to 

the ?rst portion 84 at the longitudinal fold line 41. The third 
portion 96 is curved and extends doWn from the longitudinal 
fold line 41 into the side panel 40 and extends upWard to 
return to the longitudinal fold line. A similarly shaped fourth 
portion 98 of the tear line 74 connects to the second portion 86 
at the longitudinal fold line 31. The fourth portion 98 is 
curved and extends doWn from the tear line 31 into the side 
panel and extends upWard to return to the longitudinal fold 
line. The tear line 74 includes a ?fth portion 102 extending 
generally in the lateral direction in the top panel betWeen the 
intersection of the third portion 96 With the longitudinal fold 
line 41 and the intersection of the fourth portion 98 With the 
longitudinal fold line 31. In the illustrated embodiment the 
lateral portion 102 of the tear line 74 in the top panel is spaced 
apart from the lateral fold line 64 by a distance D1, and the 
rounded portion 88 of the tear line is spaced apart from the 
lateral portion by a distance D3. Although, the tear line 74 
may be otherWise con?gured Without departing from the 
scope of this invention. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the blank 1 includes various 
expansion features including a hinge, generally designated 
105, that alloWs the dispenser opening 75 to be expanded to 
facilitate access to the container C in the carton 3. The hinge 
105 includes a ?rst curved tear line 111 in the blank 1 that 
extends from the third portion 96 of the tear line 74 of the 
dispenser 7 to the lateral fold line 64 and a second curved tear 
line 1 13 that extends from the fourth portion 98 of the tear line 
to the lateral fold line 64. The ?rst and second curved tear 
lines 111, 113, respective portions of the third and fourth 
portions 96, 98 of the tear line 74, and the ?fth portion 102 of 
the tear line of the dispenser 7 de?ne a pivotable ?ap 115 of 
the carton 3. In the illustrated embodiment, the intersection of 
the each of the ?rst and second curved tear lines 111, 113 With 
the lateral fold line 64 is spaced apart from a respective fold 
line 31, 41 a distance D4. The intersection of each of the ?rst 
and second curved tear lines 111, 113 With the lateral fold line 
64 is spaced apart from a respective fold line 21, 51 a distance 
D5. The pivotable ?ap 115 includes a portion of the ?rst side 
panel 20, a portion of the top panel 30, a portion of the second 
side panel 40, and portions of the end ?aps 24, 34, 44 forming 
the closed end 45 of the carton 3. The portion of the pivotable 
?ap 115 in the top panel 30 provides a retention features to the 
carton that impedes removal of the containers C from the 
carton prior to pivoting the pivotable ?ap. As Will be dis 
cussed in more detail beloW, the pivotable ?ap 115 is gener 
ally pivotable at the closed end of the carton 3 about a fold line 
112 to expand the dispenser opening 75. The fold line 112 
may be preformed in the end ?aps 24, 44 of the blank 1 or the 
fold line can be formed during activation of the pivotable ?ap 
115. The fold line 112 may be straight, curved, or otherWise 
shaped Without departing from the scope of this invention. 
Further, the blank may include tear lines (not shoWn) in the 
side end ?aps 24, 44 to facilitate removal of the pivotable ?ap 
115 from the carton Without departing from the scope of this 
invention. In the illustrated embodiment, the tear lines 111, 
113 are curved but it is understood that the tear lines may be 
otherWise shaped (e.g., straight, oblique, L-shaped, etc.) 
Without departing from the scope of this invention. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the blank 1 includes a 
handle generally designated 121 in the top panel 30. The 
handle comprises an elongate handle ?ap 125 formed in the 
top panel 30 and a diamond-shaped crease 127 in the top 
panel and the ?rst and second side panels 20, 40. The handle 
121 may be activated by pressing on the handle ?ap 125 and 
folding the handle ?ap doWn to form an opening (not shoWn) 
in the carton 3 (e.g., the handle ?ap 125 is torn along a central 
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tear line so that the resulting tWo handle ?aps fold inwardly). 
The opening is shaped for insertion of a user’s ?ngers during 
grasping of the carton 3. The handle 121 is spaced a longitu 
dinal distance D2 in the top panel 30 aWay from the dispenser 
panel 72 at a location closer to the lateral fold line 62 of the 
blank than the lateral fold line 64. The location of the handle 
121 of the illustrated embodiment alloWs user to grasp the 
carton 3 by placing their ?ngers through the handle ?ap 125 to 
form the opening in the top panel 30 and placing their thumb 
against the closed second end 35 of the carton. It is understood 
that the handle 121 may be otherWise shaped and located 
Without departing from the scope of this invention. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, the distance D1 may be at least 

approximately 10% of the diameter of the containers C. In 
one embodiment, the distance D1 is at least approximately 
0.8 inches (20 mm) and the diameter of the containers C may 
be at least approximately 2% inches (63 mm). In the embodi 
ment of FIG. 1, the distance D2 is at least approximately 3.8 
inches (97 mm) and the distance D3 is at least approximately 
7.4 inches (188 mm). As shoWn in FIG. 1, the distance D4 
may be in the range of approximately 10% of the diameter of 
the containers C to approximately 200% of the diameter of the 
containers. The distance D5 may in the range of approxi 
mately 10% of the diameter of the containers C to approxi 
mately 200% of the diameter of the containers. In the embodi 
ment of FIG. 1, the distance D4 is at least approximately 1.7 
inches (43 mm) and the distance D5 is at least approximately 
3.3 inches (84 mm). It is understood that the dimensional 
information provided herein is exemplary only, may be more 
or less than the dimensions listed herein, and is not intended 
to limit the scope of the invention. 

In accordance With the exemplary embodiment, the blank 1 
can be erected into the carton 3 by folding along fold lines 21, 
31, 41, 51 and adhering the adhesive ?ap 50 to the bottom 
panel 10. The ends 35, 45 of the carton 3 can be closed by 
respectively overlapping and adhering the top and bottom end 
?aps 12, 32, 14, 34 and side end ?aps 22, 42, 24, 44 after the 
containers C are inserted into the carton. 
As shoWn in FIG. 3, the dispenser panel 72 may be 

removed from the carton 3 to form the dispenser opening 75. 
An exemplary opening process can begin With pressing 
against the access ?ap 94 to tear the dispenser panel 72 along 
the rounded portion 88 of the tear line 74 and fold the access 
?ap 94 inWard along fold line 90. Once the access ?ap 94 is 
folded inWard, the dispenser panel 72 is grasped and pulled to 
tear the carton 3 along the ?rst and second portions 84, 86, the 
third and fourth portions 96, 98, and the ?fth portion 102 of 
the tear line 74 to separate the dispenser panel from the carton. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, after separation and removal of the 
dispenser panel 72 the container C1 adjacent the closed end 
45 of the carton 3 is restricted from being dispensed through 
the dispenser opening 75 by the portion of the top panel 30 
forming the pivotable ?ap 115. Referring to FIG. 3, to remove 
the container C1, the container is grasped and pulled in the 
direction of arroW A1 to pivot the pivotable ?ap 115 about the 
fold line 112 to effectively increase the siZe of the dispenser 
opening 75 so that the end container may be removed from the 
carton 3. It is understood that the remaining containers C can 
be selectively removed from the carton 3 by removal through 
the dispenser opening 75 . Alternatively, the pivotable ?ap 1 15 
can be removed from the carton Without departing from the 
scope of this invention. 
The present invention can be used in cartons that include 

various features, including additional opening features that 
provide easy access to the articles, and tilt features that posi 
tion the articles at the front or rear end of the carton. 
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The blank according to the present invention can be, for 

example, formed from coated paperboard and similar mate 
rials. For example, the interior and/or exterior sides of the 
blank can be coated With a clay coating. The clay coating may 
then be printed over With product, advertising, price coding, 
and other information or images. The blank may then be 
coated With a varnish to protect any information printed on 
the blank. The blank may also be coated With, for example, a 
moisture barrier layer, on either or both sides of the blank. In 
accordance With the above-described embodiments, the blank 
may be constructed of paperboard of a caliper such that it is 
heavier and more rigid than ordinary paper. The blank can 
also be constructed of other materials, such as cardboard, 
hard paper, or any other material having properties suitable 
for enabling the carton to function at least generally as 
described above. The blank can also be laminated to or coated 
With one or more sheet-like materials at selected panels or 
panel sections. 

In accordance With the above-described embodiments of 
the present invention, a fold line can be any substantially 
linear, although not necessarily straight, form of Weakening 
that facilitates folding therealong. More speci?cally, but not 
for the purpose of narroWing the scope of the present inven 
tion, fold lines include: a score line, such as lines formed With 
a blunt scoring knife, or the like, Which creates a crushed 
portion in the material along the desired line of Weakness; a 
cut that extends partially into a material along the desired line 
of Weakness, and/ or a series of cuts that extend partially into 
and/or completely through the material along the desired line 
of Weakness; and various combinations of these features. In 
situations Where cutting is used to create a fold line, typically 
the cutting Will not be overly extensive in a manner that might 
cause a reasonable user to incorrectly consider the fold line to 
be a tear line or other line of disruption. 
As an example, a tear line can include: a slit that extends 

partially into the material along the desired line of Weakness, 
and/or a series of spaced apart slits that extend partially into 
and/or completely through the material along the desired line 
of Weakness, or various combinations of these features. As a 
more speci?c example, one type tear line is in the form of a 
series of spaced apart slits that extend completely through the 
material, With adjacent slits being spaced apart slightly so that 
a nick (e.g., a small someWhat bridging-like piece of the 
material) is de?ned betWeen the adjacent slits for typically 
temporarily connecting the material across the tear line. The 
nicks are broken during tearing along the tear line. The nicks 
typically are a relatively small percentage of the tear line, and 
alternatively the nicks can be omitted from or torn in a tear 
line such that the tear line is a continuous cut line. That is, it 
is Within the scope of the present invention for each of the tear 
lines to be replaced With a continuous slit, or the like. For 
example, a cut line can be a continuous slit or could be Wider 
than a slit Without departing from the present invention. 
The foregoing description of the invention illustrates and 

describes various embodiments of the present invention. As 
various changes could be made in the above construction 
Without departing from the scope of the invention, it is 
intended that all matter contained in the above description or 
shoWn in the accompanying draWings shall be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. Furthermore, the scope 
of the present invention covers various modi?cations, com 
binations, alterations, etc., of the above-described embodi 
ments that are Within the scope of the claims. Additionally, the 
disclosure shoWs and describes only selected embodiments of 
the invention, but the invention is capable of use in various 
other combinations, modi?cations, and environments and is 
capable of changes or modi?cations Within the scope of the 
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inventive concept as expressed herein, commensurate With 
the above teachings, and/or Within the skill or knowledge of 
the relevant art. Furthermore, certain features and character 
istics of each embodiment may be selectively interchanged 
and applied to other illustrated and non-illustrated embodi 
ments of the invention Without departing from the scope of the 
invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A carton for containing a plurality of articles, the carton 

comprising: 
a plurality of panels that extends at least partially around an 

interior of the carton, the plurality of panels comprises a 
top panel, a bottom panel, a ?rst side panel, and a second 
side panel; 

at least tWo end ?aps respectively foldably attached to 
respective panels of the plurality of panels, Wherein the 
end ?aps are overlapped With respect to one another and 
thereby at least partially close an end of the carton, 
Wherein the end ?aps comprise a top end ?ap foldably 
attached to the top panel and side end ?aps respectively 
foldably attached to the side end panels; 

a dispenser for alloWing removal of articles from the car 
ton, the dispenser comprising a dispenser panel that is at 
least partially de?ned by a tear line in the carton and is 
for being at least partially removed for at least further 
opening a dispenser opening, the dispenser further com 
prising a hinge and a pivotable ?ap for enlarging the 
dispenser opening, the pivotable ?ap comprising at least 
a portion of the closed end, a portion of the ?rst side 
panel, a portion of the second side panel, and at least a 
portion of the top end ?ap, 

in the top panel, the tear line comprising a ?rst generally 
straight, oblique portion extending from an access fea 
ture at a ?rst end of the dispenser panel to proximate a 
?rst edge of the top panel, a second generally straight, 
oblique portion extending from the access feature to 
proximate a second edge of the top panel, and a lateral 
portion extending betWeen the ?rst edge and the second 
edge at a second end of the dispenser panel, the second 
end of the dispenser panel being spaced apart from a 
third edge of the top panel. 

2. The carton of claim 1 Wherein the lateral portion extends 
substantially all the Way to each of the ?rst edge and the 
second edge. 

3. The carton of claim 2 Wherein the lateral portion inter 
sects each of the ?rst edge and the second edge. 

4. The carton of claim 1 Wherein the tear line further com 
prises a ?rst curved portion in the ?rst side panel. 

5. The carton of claim 4 Wherein the tear line further com 
prises a second curved portion in the second side panel. 

6. The carton of claim 5 Wherein the dispenser panel com 
prises at least a portion of the top panel, at least a portion of 
the ?rst side panel, and at least a portion of the second side 
panel. 

7. The carton of claim 1 Wherein the tear line comprises a 
rounded portion at the ?rst end of the dispenser panel and the 
?rst and second generally straight, oblique tear lines converge 
and meet at the rounded portion, the rounded portion de?ning 
at least a portion of the access feature. 

8. The carton of claim 7 Wherein the access feature com 
prises an access ?ap, and the dispenserpanel comprises a fold 
line cooperating With the rounded portion of the tear line to 
form the access ?ap in the top panel for initiating removal of 
the dispenser panel. 

9. The carton of claim 1 Wherein the hinge comprises a 
curved tear line in each of the ?rst side panel and the second 
side panel. 
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10. The carton of claim 1 Wherein the pivotable ?ap com 

prises at least a portion of at least one of the side end ?aps. 
11. The carton of claim 1 Wherein the ?rst generally 

straight, oblique portion intersects the ?rst edge at a ?rst angle 
and the second generally straight, oblique portion intersects 
the second edge at a second angle. 

12. The carton of claim 11 Wherein the ?rst angle is 
approximately equal to the second angle. 

13. The carton of claim 1 Wherein the dispenser panel is 
spaced apart from the closed end of the carton. 

14. The carton of claim 13, Wherein the lateral portion of 
the tear line is spaced from the closed end of the carton a ?rst 
distance, the access feature is spaced apart from the closed 
end a second distance, and the second distance is larger than 
the ?rst distance. 

15. The carton of claim 13, further comprising a handle 
extending in at least the top panel, the dispenser panel being 
disposed betWeen the handle and the closed end of the carton. 

16. A blank for forming a carton comprising: 
a plurality of panels, the plurality of panels comprises a top 

panel, a bottom panel, a ?rst side panel, and a second 
side panel; and 

at least tWo end ?aps respectively foldably attached to 
respective panels of the plurality of panels, Wherein the 
end ?aps comprise a top end ?ap foldably attached to the 
top panel and at least one side end ?ap respectively 
foldably attached to one of the side end panels; 

dispenser features comprising at least one dispenser panel 
that is at least partially de?ned by a tear line for at least 
partially separating the dispenser panel from the blank 
and an access ?ap in the top panel for grasping the at 
least one dispenser panel; 

expansion features comprising a hinge and a pivotable ?ap, 
the pivotable ?ap comprising at least a portion of the ?rst 
side panel, and at least a portion of the second side panel, 
Wherein the pivotable ?ap comprises at least a portion of 
the top end ?ap; 

in the top panel, the tear line comprises a ?rst generally 
straight, oblique portion extending from the access ?ap 
to proximate a ?rst edge of the top panel, a second 
generally straight, oblique portion extending from the 
access ?ap to proximate a second edge of the top panel, 
and a lateral portion extending betWeen the ?rst edge and 
the second edge, the lateral portion being spaced apart 
from a third edge of the top panel. 

17. The blank of claim 16 Wherein the tear line further 
comprises a ?rst curved portion in the ?rst side panel and a 
second curved portion in the second side panel. 

18. The blank of claim 17 Wherein the dispenser panel 
comprises at least a portion of the top panel, at least a portion 
of the ?rst side panel, and at least a portion of the second side 
panel. 

19. The blank of claim 16 Wherein the tear line comprises 
a rounded portion and the ?rst and second generally straight, 
oblique tear lines converge and meet at the rounded portion. 

20. The blank of claim 19 Wherein the dispenser panel 
comprises a fold line cooperating With the rounded portion of 
the tear line to form the access ?ap in the top panel. 

21. The blank of claim 16, Wherein the hinge comprising 
comprises a curved tear line in each of the ?rst side panel and 
the second side panel. 

22. The blank of claim 16 Wherein the ?rst generally 
straight, oblique portion intersects the ?rst edge at a ?rst angle 
and the second generally straight, oblique portion intersects 
the second edge at a second angle, the ?rst angle being 
approximately equal to the second angle. 
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23. The blank of claim 16, wherein the end ?aps are for 
being overlapped With respect to one another for at least 
partially forming a closed end of the carton formed from the 
blank, and Wherein the top end ?ap is foldably attached along 
at least a portion of the third edge of the top panel. 

24. The blank of claim 23, Wherein the lateral portion of the 
tear line is spaced from the third edge of the top panel a ?rst 
distance, the access ?ap is spaced apart from the third edge a 
second distance, and the second distance is larger than the ?rst 
distance. 

25. The blank of claim 23, further comprising a handle 
extending in at least the top panel, the dispenser panel being 
disposed betWeen the handle and the top end ?ap. 

26. A method of opening a carton comprising: 
providing a carton having a plurality of panels that extends 

at least partially around an interior of the carton, the 
plurality of panels comprises a top panel, a bottom 
panel, a ?rst side panel, a second side panel, at least tWo 
end ?aps respectively foldably attached to respective 
panels of the plurality of panels, Wherein the at least tWo 
end ?aps are overlapped With respect to one another and 
thereby at least partially form a closed end of the carton, 
the at least tWo end ?aps comprising a top end ?ap 
foldably attached to the top panel and at least one side 
end ?ap respectively foldably attached to one of the ?rst 
and second side panels, and a dispenser comprising a 
dispenser panel at least partially de?ned by a tear line in 
the carton and an access ?ap in the top panel, the tear line 
comprising a ?rst generally straight, oblique portion 
extending from the access ?ap to proximate a ?rst edge 
of the top panel, a second generally straight, oblique 
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portion extending from the access ?ap to proximate a 
second edge of the top panel, and a lateral portion 
extending betWeen the ?rst edge and the second edge, 
the lateral portion being spaced apart from a third edge 
of the top panel; 

pivoting the access ?ap to alloW access to the dispenser 
panel; and 

grasping the dispenser panel and at least partially separat 
ing the dispenser panel from the carton by at least par 
tially tearing the carton along the ?rst and second 
oblique portions and the lateral portion to create a dis 
penser opening in the carton; 

Wherein the dispenser comprises a hinge and a pivotable 
?ap for enlarging the dispenser opening, the pivotable 
?ap comprising at least a portion of the closed end, a 
portion of the ?rst side panel, a portion of the second side 
panel, and at least a portion of the top end ?ap. 

27. The method of claim 26 further comprising removing a 
container from the carton through the dispenser opening. 

28. The method of claim 26 further comprising expanding 
the dispenser opening by pivoting the pivotable ?ap to 
increase the siZe of the dispenser opening in the carton. 

29. The method of claim 28 Wherein the hinge is formed by 
a curved tear line in each of the ?rst side panel and the second 
side panel, and Wherein the pivoting of the pivotable ?ap 
comprises separating the pivotable ?ap along the curved tear 
lines. 

30. The method of claim 29 Wherein the pivoting of the 
pivotable ?ap comprises pivoting the pivotable ?ap about a 
fold line in the closed end of the carton. 

* * * * * 


