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CAMERA CARRIER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to an apparatus for 

holding a camera or other portable device. It relates more 
speci?cally to an apparatus for conveniently suspending a 
camera from a strap, cord or belt alloWing hands-free trans 
port and easy utilization of the camera or device. 

2. Discussion of the State of the Art 
In the ?eld of photography it is often useful for the pho 

to grapher to have a camera at hand and ready to use, Without 
the encumbrance of having to manually carry it. Three tradi 
tional modes of transportation have been utilized in the past, 
none of Which adequately solves the problem. A camera can 
be hand carried, it can be attached to a strap about the neck, or 
it can be carried in a case. 

Carrying the camera manually is not alWays feasible, as 
many outdoor photographers Will attest. A photographer 
often needs hands to assist in climbing certain terrain, and the 
camera Would not only be a hindrance, but Would also quickly 
fatigue the user. The camera could also be susceptible to 
damage from being bumped, knocked or dropped, thus ruin 
ing the photography expedition altogether. This ?rst and most 
simple method of transport is therefore also the most di?icult 
and strenuous for the photographer and the mo st hazardous to 
the camera or other device. 

The suspension of a camera from a strap around the neck 
can quickly become a cumbersome nuisance or Worse, as a 

freely sWinging Weight is suspended for long periods from the 
user’ s neck. A camera is a sizable item to carry in this fashion, 
and it becomes tiring to the photographer to do so for long 
periods of time. The transportation of a camera on a strap 
around the neck does alloW for the camera to be readily at 
hand, but it also alloWs the camera to sWing too freely and to 
be subject to smashing either on hard surfaces in the environ 
ment or on the body of the photographer, in?icting damage to 
either the camera or the photographer’s person. In order to 
minimize these possible risks, the photographer typically 
uses at least one hand to stabilize the camera, thereby losing 
some of the freedom of movement needed for traversing 
certain terrain. This second method of transport encumbers 
the photographer and is fraught With the danger of damaging 
the camera quite possibly beyond repair. 

Carrying a camera or other portable device in a case does 
alloW for safe transportation, but it does not alloW the pho 
tographer to have the camera or device readily available 
should the need arise to use it. Although some camera cases 
are small enough to not be much more of a Weight burden than 
the actual camera itself, most professional camera cases do 
not fall into this category. Camera cases can be as large and as 
unWieldy as medium-sized suitcases. These large cases have 
room for all of the necessary items that a photographer might 
need, and can be carried by hand via straps or handles or as a 
backpack on the back. HoWever, neither approach keeps the 
camera at the ready for spontaneous photographs. This third 
method for transportation of a camera totally eliminates the 
possibility of immediate use as for nature or sport photogra 
phy, or candid photographs as the camera is most de?nitely 
not at hand. 
A photographer could conceivably use a backpack type of 

case and also keep a camera on a strap around the neck, Which 
Would maintain a camera at hand, but it Would be neither 
comfortable nor safe for the camera. These problems led to 
the invention of the camera carrier disclosed herein. Effective 
camera carriers should be able to contain a camera quite 
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2 
safely suspended from a strap, cord or belt located at the 
discretion of the photographer. A photographer Will be able, 
using the instant invention, to carry a backpack With Whatever 
gear is deemed necessary, have both hands free for climbing 
or other necessary activities, yet also have a camera safely at 
the ready for immediate picture taking. The present invention 
solves all of the aforementioned camera portability problems 
plaguing today’ s photographer, Whether that photographer is 
taking photographs of a Wedding in progress or a Wildlife 
safari, as Will be evident upon reading to those skilled in the 
art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In an effort to solve the problems described above of pro 
viding comfortable, secure and ?exible stoWage of cameras or 
similar portable equipment, particularly so that the camera or 
similar equipment can be readily retrieved and used in any 
situation from the stoWed position, the inventor conceived the 
camera holder of the present invention. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, a camera 
holder comprising an upper rigid element adapted for suspen 
sion from a substantially horizontal strap or belt, and a loWer 
rigid element With a substantially circular portion and a sub 
stantially rectangular portion, the substantially rectangular 
portion further comprising a coupling means adapted to 
enable ?exible coupling of the loWer rigid element to the 
upper rigid element, is disclosed. According to this embodi 
ment, the coupling means of the loWer rigid element alloWs 
the loWer rigid element to alternatively be positioned substan 
tially parallel to or substantially perpendicular to the upper 
rigid element, and the loWer rigid element, When positioned 
substantially perpendicular to the upper rigid element, is 
capable of supporting the Weight of a camera or similar por 
table device. Furthermore, according to this embodiment, the 
diameter of the substantially circular portion of the loWer 
rigid element is su?iciently large to permit passage of lenses 
or similar appurtenances of a camera or similar portable 
device. 

In another preferred embodiment of the invention, a cam 
era holder comprising an upper rigid element adapted for 
suspension from a substantially horizontal strap or belt, and a 
loWer rigid element With a substantially circular portion and a 
substantially rectangular portion, the substantially rectangu 
lar portion further comprising a coupling means adapted to 
enable ?exible coupling of the loWer rigid element to the 
upper rigid element, and a collapsible cylindrical enclosure 
With one open end adapted for suspension from the substan 
tially circular portion of the loWer rigid element and having an 
integral spring adapted to keep the enclosure collapsed When 
not in use, is disclosed. 

According to this embodiment, the coupling means of the 
loWer rigid element alloWs the loWer rigid element to alter 
natively be positioned substantially parallel to or substan 
tially perpendicular to the upper rigid element, and the loWer 
rigid element, When positioned substantially perpendicular to 
the upper rigid element, is capable of supporting the Weight of 
a camera or similar portable device. Furthermore, according 
to this embodiment, the diameter of the substantially circular 
portion of the loWer rigid element is su?iciently large to 
permit passage of lenses or similar appurtenances of a camera 
or similar portable device, and the collapsible cylindrical 
enclosure extends against the spring’ s tension When a lens or 
similar appurtenance of the camera or similar portable device 
is inserted through the substantially circular portion of the 
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lower rigid element, protecting the inserted appurtenance 
from damage or loss of any loose parts thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

FIG. 1. is a drawing of tWo separate interlocking pieces of 
an embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 2. is a draWing of an embodiment of the invention, 
interlocked and unfolded and ready for use. 

FIG. 3. is a draWing of an embodiment of the invention 
folded for ease of storing. 

FIG. 4. is a draWing of a protective cover according to the 
invention. 

FIG. 5. is an illustration of a camera resting in a camera 
carrier according to the invention. 

FIG. 6. is an illustration of an armband carrying device 
according to the invention. 

FIG. 7. is an illustration of a headband carrying device 
according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 illustrates a preferred embodiment of the invention 
consisting of tWo separate interlocking pieces 101 and 102, 
each composed of a rigid material such as steel, aluminum, 
other metals or metal alloys, plastic or the like. In a preferred 
embodiment the rigid elements could be made of metal such 
as steel, further coated With a plastic or other ?exible coating 
for rust prevention and to eliminate scratching and/ or rubbing 
on the camera. Coating of the rigid elements is not required, 
and it need not be applied over the entire length of either 
element. An upper rigid element 101 comprises tWo equally 
long coplanar side portions connected by a substantially 
shorter transverse portion that is also coplanar. The upper 
rigid element 101 is further adapted for suspension from a 
belt, strap or similar item by bending an upper portion of the 
upper rigid element 101 substantially back on itself to form a 
space betWeen the smaller, bent back portion and the main 
body of the rigid upper element 101, so that a belt or similar 
item can be inserted betWeen the bent back portion and the 
main body of the rigid upper element 101. The loWer portion 
of the upper rigid element 101 is bent ?rst forWard, meaning 
the bend is out of the plane of the rigid upper element 101 in 
the same direction as the bent upper portion, Which in a 
preferred embodiment is aWay from the body of the Wearer. 
The loWer bent-forWard portion of the rigid upper element 
101 is further bent in the opposite direction such that the 
loWermost portion of the upper rigid element 101 is returned 
to an orientation that is substantially parallel to the main and 
unbent portion of the upper rigid element 101, the parallel 
portion being offset from the plane of the main portion of the 
upper rigid element by a distance preferably at least equal to 
the diameter of the rigid material from Which the loWer rigid 
element 102 is made, and then each loWermost end of the 
upper rigid element 101 is bent back on itself outWardly to the 
side to form tWo small looped spaces coplanar to the main 
portion of the upper rigid element 101, one loop on each side, 
to accommodate the insertion of a loWer rigid element 102. 
The end, or terminus, of each of the tWo small side loops is 
further bent slightly inWard in order to prevent an inserted 
piece such as loWer rigid element 102 from falling out. 
A closed loWer rigid element 102 is adapted to ?t both 

behind and through the looped spaces of the loWer bent back 
portion of the upperrigid element 101, for support of a camera 
or other portable device. The loWer rigid element 102 can be 
manufactured in several Ways knoWn in the art, including 
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4 
bending of a single rigid rod into the shape described herein, 
or directly casting the loWer rigid element 102. The loWer 
rigid element 102 consists of a substantially circular portion 
joined to a substantially rectangular portion. The substan 
tially circular portion has a radius larger than the normal 
average radius of type of obj ect to be supported by the inven 
tion. In a preferred embodiment, the substantially circular 
portion has a radius larger than a typical single-lens re?ex 
camera lens, or approximately 3.5 inches. In a preferred 
embodiment, the substantially circular portion of the loWer 
rigid element is coated as described above With a plastic or 
rubber-like coating to protect any protruding lens or other 
appurtenance of the camera or other portable device, and to 
provide a smooth surface on Which the camera or other por 
table device Will rest When stoWed according to the invention. 
The substantially rectangular portion is joined With the 

substantially circular portion such that the parallel portions of 
the substantially rectangular portion of the loWer rigid ele 
ment 102 are separated by a distance substantially equal to the 
distance betWeen the centerline of the tWo small side loops of 
the upper rigid element. The substantially rectangular portion 
of the loWer rigid element 102 is bent upWards from the main 
plane of the loWer rigid element 102 at approximately the 
midpoint of each of the parallel elements of the substantially 
rectangular portion in order to ?t behind the loWer portion of 
the upper rigid element 101. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a preferred embodiment of the assembled 
invention consisting of an upper rigid element 101 and a 
loWer, interlocking rigid element 102. The posterior upWard 
bend of the loWer rigid element 102 interlocks behind the 
forWard (aWay from the body of the Wearer) bend in the loWer 
portion of the upper rigid element 101 and through the out 
Wardly looped spaces of the loWer portion of the upper rigid 
element 101, yielding an effective hinge and a transverse 
element Which limits the doWnWard motion of the loWer rigid 
element 102 such that the substantially circular portion is 
substantially perpendicular to the plane of the main portion of 
the upper rigid element 101 and the user’s body. It Will be 
appreciated by one practiced in the art that alternate means of 
hinging or ?exibly connecting the upper and loWer rigid ele 
ments are possible, for example, pins or rivets or other suit 
able fasteners. The remaining portion of the loWer rigid ele 
ment 102 then projects forWard from the upWard bend, aWay 
from the body of the Wearer. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a preferred embodiment of the invention 
in Which an loWer rigid element 102 is adapted to interlock 
With an upper rigid element 101 so that it is essentially par 
allel to the upper loWer element, rendering the embodiment 
easily stoWable, for example in a camera equipment bag When 
not needed. The folding is enabled by a hinge betWeen the 
upper rigid element 101 and the loWer rigid element 102 and 
is formed from the interlocking of these tWo elements via the 
bends shoWn and described in FIG. 2 and its accompanying 
text. This hinge enables the invention to fold for ease of 
storage When not in use, and to open readily for use. This type 
of hinge also enables cameras, even With large heavy lenses 
attached, to be adequately and securely supported due to the 
upWardly bent portion of the loWer rigid element 102 Which 
?ts behind the forWard bent portion of the upper rigid element 
101, Without rupture of or damage to the hinge. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a preferred embodiment of the invention 
that includes a collapsible protective covering 401 for a cam 
era lens or other similar portable device. The protective cov 
ering 401 ?ts on or over the rim of the substantially circular 
portion of the loWer rigid element 102 and encases a camera 
lens or other similar appurtenance to a camera or other por 
table device. In a preferred embodiment this protective cov 
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ering is made of nylon fabric, although other types of fabric, 
coated fabric, ?exible plastic, vinyl, leather, suede or leather 
like or suede-like material, or other similar ?exible material 
can also be used. The protective covering 401, being made of 
?exible material, has a spring 402 either in or on it so that 
When there is no camera lens or similar portable device Within 
protective covering 401, said protective covering 401 retracts 
or folds up under spring tension for ease of storage and to 
reduce hindrance to the user during those times When no 
camera or similar device is contained in the invention. 
According to the invention, the tension of the spring is 
adjusted so that, When placing a camera or like device into the 
invention the protective covering extends With minimal effort 
(the Weight of the camera essentially counteracting the 
spring’s tension). According to various embodiments of the 
invention, the spring 402 can be attached to the inside surface 
of the protective covering, the outside surface of the protec 
tive covering, or betWeen tWo layers of the protective cover 
ing for the lens. The spring 402 can be constructed of metal, 
metal alloy, plastic or any material useful and adequate for 
creating a spring. 

In a further embodiment of the invention, the protective 
covering 401 is mounted on the Weight-carrying or loWer 
surface of a camera-carrying bag or other similar equipment 
container rather than the substantially circular portion of the 
loWer rigid element 102. In this con?guration, a user is 
enabled to stoW a camera or similar portable equipment With 
a lens or similar appurtenance in a carrying bag Without 
removing the lens or similar appurtenance, as the lens Will act 
against the spring tension of the protective covering 401 and 
extend the covering su?iciently to alloW the camera body to 
rest on the Weight-carrying or loWer surface of the bag or 
container. This Would be useful, for example, When a photog 
rapher carries tWo cameras, each With a lens, and has one of 
them mounted in the loWer rigid element 102 as described 
above (and thus ready for immediate use), and has the other 
one stoWed in a carrying case With the lens still af?xed, 
thereby making it possible to quickly sWitch from one camera 
to the other Without having to add or remove lenses as is 
currently required. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a general single-lens re?ex camera 501 
With lens af?xed 502, resting in the fully assembled and open 
bottom rigid element 102 of the camera carrier of the inven 
tion, With the camera lens 502 in the protective cover 401 
Which is extended against the tension of the spring 402. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a preferred embodiment of an armband 
carrying device 601 of the invention Withpockets, slots, folds, 
straps or similar 603 for carrying small items such as memory 
sticks or cards or other portable memory devices 605, lens 
covers 606, lens Wipes 604 or similar accoutrements useful 
for a camera or similar portable device. In a preferred embodi 
ment this armband carrying device 601 could be made of 
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elasticiZed fabric, non-elasticiZed fabric, coated fabric, 
leather, suede, vinyl, plastic or other similar ?exible material 
With or Without a attachment closures as dictated by the needs 
of the material. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a preferred embodiment of a headband 
carrying device 701 With pockets, slots, folds, straps or simi 
lar 703 for carrying small items such as memory sticks or 
cards or other portable memory devices 605, lens covers 606, 
lens Wipes 604 or similar accoutrements useful for a camera 
or similar portable device. In a preferred embodiment this 
arm band type of carrying device 701 could be made of 
elasticiZed fabric, non-elasticiZed fabric, coated fabric, 
leather, suede, vinyl, plastic, or other similar ?exible material 
With or Without a type of attachment closure as dictated by the 
needs of the material. 

All of the embodiments outlined in this disclosure are 
exemplary in nature and should not be construed as limita 
tions of the invention except as claimed beloW. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A camera holder, comprising: 
an upper rigid element adapted for suspension from a sub 

stantially horiZontal strap or belt; 
a loWer rigid element With a substantially circular portion 

and a substantially rectangular portion, the substantially 
rectangular portion further comprising a coupling means 
adapted to enable ?exible coupling of the loWer rigid 
element to the upper rigid element; and 

a collapsible cylindrical enclosure With one open end 
adapted for suspension from the substantially circular 
portion of the loWer rigid element and having an integral 
spring adapted to keep the enclosure collapsed When not 
in use; 

Wherein the coupling means of the loWer rigid element 
alloWs the loWer rigid element to alternatively be posi 
tioned substantially parallel to or substantially perpen 
dicular to the upper rigid element, and 

Wherein the loWer rigid element, When positioned substan 
tially perpendicular to the upper rigid element, is 
capable of supporting the Weight of a camera or similar 
portable device; and 

Wherein the diameter of the substantially circular portion 
of the loWer rigid element is su?iciently large to permit 
passage of lenses or similar appurtenances of a camera 
or similar portable device; and 

Wherein the collapsible cylindrical enclosure extends 
against the spring’ s tension When a lens or similar appur 
tenance of the camera or similar portable device is 
inserted through the substantially circular portion of the 
loWer rigid element, protecting the inserted appurte 
nance from damage or loss of any loose parts thereof. 

* * * * * 


