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MULTI-USE PERSONAL 
VENTILATION/FILTRATION SYSTEM 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claims one or more inventions Which Were 
disclosed in Provisional Application No. 60/975,377, ?led 
Sep. 26, 2007, entitled “Multi-Use Personal Ventilation/Fil 
tration System”. The bene?t under 35 USC §l 19(e) of the 
United States provisional application is hereby claimed, and 
the aforementioned application is hereby incorporated herein 
by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention pertains to the ?eld of ventilation systems. 

More particularly, the invention pertains to ventilation and 
?ltration systems for personal use. 

2. Description of Related Art 
Allergens and other contaminants (e.g. pollen, mold, car 

exhaust, and smoke) in public places cause discomfort for 
many people. It is Well established that poor quality of 
breathed air in the Workplace results in reduced productivity 
at Work. Air quality is also poor on airplanes, and travelers are 
often exposed to diseases from other passengers. Mold and 
toxins from cleaning products found in schools often cause 
problems With children, resulting in unhealthy learning envi 
ronments due to heightened allergic sensitivity. In hospitals, 
airborne diseases can cause patients to develop nosocomial 
infections like tuberculosis, varicella, and rubeola. 

With the problem of poor indoor air quality at an epidemic 
level, to the point that there is noW such a thing as “Sick 
Building Syndrome,” and With people spending the vast 
majority of their time inside, it is essential to ?nd solutions 
that meet the needs of the millions of people Who suffer due to 
transmitted diseases and allergic reactions to airborne pollut 
ants. Several companies currently offer personal air ventila 
tion and room air puri?cations devices, ranging from small 
units that one Wears around the neck (e.g. Wein Personal Air 
Puri?er and lonmax Personal Ionic Air Puri?er), to tabletop 
models (e. g. Oreck XL Tabletop Air Puri?er), to free-stand 
ing ?oor models that ?lter the air for an entire room (e.g. 
Oreck XL ToWer Air Puri?er, Sharper Image Ionic Breeze, 
Hamilton Beach TrueAir HEPA air puri?er). 

Conventional air puri?cation devices perform Well to 
reduce the ambient levels of contaminants in a room; hoW 
ever, they fail to adequately ?lter the air as it travels from the 
?oor to the mouth. As a result, signi?cant contaminants, both 
particulate and gaseous, have an opportunity to enter the 
airstream in this region, greatly reducing the perceived effect 
of the room air puri?er. Introduction of contaminants into the 
thermal plume include resuspension of particulate matter 
from the ?oor (particularly from dirty carpeting), volatile 
organic compound outgassing from carpets, fumiture, and 
equipment, as Well as ambient levels of both particles and 
volatile organic compounds. Thermal plume, as de?ned 
herein, is a plume generated by gas rising from above a heat 
source because Warm gas is less dense than the surrounding 
cooler gas. 

To improve the indoor air quality, air ?lters have been 
Widely used in building HVAC systems, portable room air 
cleaners and even automobiles. Particles are essentially the 
major target of these ?lters. Recently, With the increase in 
concern over other indoor pollutants including, but not lim 
ited to, volatile organic compounds, bacteria and other micro 
organisms, as Well as other undesired gases and airborne 
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2 
pollutants, composite/ combination ?lters have been devel 
oped that are aimed to remove pollutants other than particles. 

There remains a gap in ?ltration systems When considering 
the needs of the individual, especially in terms of the personal 
environment. Large, bulky, ?oor models are effective in gen 
eral removal of pollutants from a room; hoWever, they tend to 
be noisy, expensive, and consume large amounts of poWer. At 
the other end of the spectrum, those that are Wearable (i.e. the 
true personal ventilation unit for the individual), do not Work 
Well, and many release oZone as a bi-product of the ?ltration 
process, Which is then breathed in by the user. In light of this, 
there is a need in the art for improved personal ventilation 
systems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A personal ventilation system uses a cross-?oW fan and one 
or more ?lters, Where the ?lter preferably has a cylindrical or 
elongated elliptical shape that at least partially surrounds the 
rotor of the cross-?ow fan. The ?lters preferably remove 
particles, undesired gases, and micro-organisms. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shoWs streamlines around a person Working at a 
desk. 

FIG. 2a shoWs a ventilation device of the present invention 
mounted on the front of a desk. 

FIG. 2b shoWs a vieW of a ventilation device of the present 
invention mounted on the front of a laptop computer. 

FIG. 2c shows a vieW of a ventilation device of the present 
invention mounted to the front of a serving tray on an air 
plane. 

FIG. 3 shoWs streamlines Within a cross-?ow fan generated 
from a 2D unsteady CFD simulation. 

FIG. 4a shoWs a diagram of a ventilation device of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 4b shoWs a diagram of the How path of a ventilation 
device of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 shoWs a person Wearing a ventilation device of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 6 shoWs a close-coupled heat-exchanger/?ltration 
unit of the present invention. 

FIGS. 7a and 7b shoW perspective vieWs of a ventilation 
device of the present invention using a segmented cross-?oW 
fan. 

FIGS. 70 and 7d shoW perspective vieWs of a ventilation 
device of the present invention using a segmented cross-?oW 
fan from FIGS. 7a and 7b respectively, With the end cover 
removed. 

FIGS. 8a and 8b shoW perspective vieWs of a personal 
ventilation device. 

FIG. 9 shoWs a perspective vieW of a detached ?lter seg 
ment. 

FIG. 1011 shows a ventilation device in perspective vieW 
With the poWer supply segment disassembled. 

FIG. 10b shoWs a ventilation device in perspective vieW 
With the ?lter detached from the device. 

FIG. 11 shoWs a front vieW of a ventilation device of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 12 shoWs a cross section of the ventilation device of 
FIG. 11. 

FIGS. 13a-13c shoWs perspective vieWs of a ventilation 
device of the present invention having a segmented cross-?oW 
fan and Peltier junction air cooler/Warmer. 
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FIG. 14 shows an embodiment of the ventilation device, 
Where the ?lter completely surrounds the fan. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is a compact, quiet, loW poWer personal 
ventilation system capable of delivering ?ltered air to the 
user. A personal device, as de?ned herein, is a device that 
ventilates air for human or animal consumption. 
A fan, as de?ned herein, is a device that accelerates air 

movement using impellers or blades rotating around an axis 
thereby directing air at an increased pressure. 

Results from an unsteady 2D CFD simulation are shoWn in 
FIG. 3, and clearly shoW the radial path the How takes. The 
ventilation device preferably uses a cross-?oW fan, as shoWn 
in FIG. 4a. A 2-stage machine, the How passes through the 
blades tWice at 120 and 122, resulting in both high ?oW rate 
and a rise in pressure. By utiliZing a “Water-bottle” shaped 
bloWer unit, the shape of the fan and How path create a 
compact, ef?cient device for personal ventilation use. 

SolidWorks CAD and Starccm+CFD software packages 
Were used to simulate the personal ventilation device. In 
particular, using a “black-box” approach to simulate the per 
sonal ventilation device signi?cantly reduced the meshing 
requirements and time to converge compared With a full 
unsteady simulation including the rotating fan. This permit 
ted parametric studies on the How external to the personal 
ventilation device. 

These experiments looked at the How around a simulated 
person Working in an of?ce. The personal ventilation device 
Was included in the simulations. It Was attached to the front of 
the laptop computer in order to draW in How from the thermal 
plume, ?lter it, and exhaust the ?ltered air back toWard the 
person in an effort to constitute as large of a portion of the 
breathed air as possible. The full personal ventilation device, 
including internal ?oW path and fan, Was replaced With a 
simple inlet and outlet (i.e. only inlet and outlet boundary 
conditions Were speci?ed). By doing this, the grid count Was 
reduced considerably. In addition, Whereas an unsteady simu 
lation is necessary When a rotating fan is present, for the case 
With a “black-box” personal ventilation device, the simula 
tion becomes steady, thus reducing time to convergence. 

Multiple sets of conditions Were simulated, including hav 
ing the personal ventilation device both off and on for the 
folloWing outlet cases: a horiZontal exit jet (0 degree case), 
30° exit jet incline (measured from the horiZontal), and 45° 
exit jet. For each outlet angle setting, the exit How Was simu 
lated at a velocity of0.5 m/s and 1.0 m/s. Grid clustering Was 
present near the person, laptop computer, and in the proximity 
of the personal ventilation device in order to adequately cap 
ture the exhaust jet. 

Simulation setup included setting the surface temperature 
for both the person and computer, as Well as the inlet and 
outlet boundary conditions for the personal ventilation 
device. With the personal ventilation device off, the simula 
tions clearly shoWed the rising thermal plumes of the simu 
lated person and laptop computer. Of particular note is the 
region just beloW the table and betWeen the table and person. 
It is this air that travels up to the breathing Zone. In order to 
effectively mitigate contaminants from the air that the person 
is breathing, this air must be ?ltered. The data con?rmed that 
the majority of the breathed air originates from the ?oor. It 
travels up the person’s lap, torso, and eventually passes their 
face. With the personal ventilation device turned off, a large 
portion of the How actually passes directly over the personal 
ventilation unit When located at the front of the desk. This is 
of particular relevance, since it means that, in order to provide 
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4 
?ltered air to the user, the natural ?oW path of the air Will not 
need to be altered, reducing the necessary energy input con 
siderably When compared to a system that aims to drastically 
change the How patterns near the person. 

The How entering the breathing Zone originates near the 
?oor and is signi?cantly in?uenced by the individual’s ther 
mal plume. Placing the personal ventilation device in the 
natural ?oW path of this buoyant air, taking it in and ?ltering 
it, and then exhausting the air back toWard the individual 
results in an e?icient means to deliver clean air Without any 
external air source (for example, a central air supply). There 
is an optimum combination of outlet ?oW angle and outlet 
velocity for delivery of the ?ltered air to the breathing Zone. If 
the angle is set too loW and velocity too high, the momentum 
in the How carries it through the thermal plume and past the 
person. By comparison, at a high angle and loW velocity the 
air is unable to penetrate the thermal plume and instead is 
convected upWard before reaching the face. A preferred range 
for delivery of fresh air to the individual’s breathing Zone is a 
personal ventilation outlet air velocity betWeen 0.5 m/ s and 
1.0 m/s and exhaust angle betWeen 30 and 45 degrees from 
horiZontal. 

A primary concept in the personal ventilation/?ltration 
device of the present invention utiliZes the natural convection 
caused as a result of the buoyant ?oW near a person. TWo good 
examples of this are a person sitting at a desk in an o?ice or on 
an airplane. In these environments, the ambient air tempera 
ture is typically much loWer than the temperature of the 
individual’s skin. As a result, the air near a person is Warmed, 
and subsequently begins to rise due to buoyancy effects.After 
only a feW minutes, a stable column of vertically rising air 
forms, termed the human thermal plume. 

FIG. 1 shoWs a person Working at a desk and the represen 
tative air streamlines 1, or lines of thermal plume. Of particu 
lar importance to the present invention is the fact that the air 
passing the individual’s face (i.e. the breathed air), does not 
come from in front of the person (i.e. from the room in 
general), but instead originates at the ?oor near the person’s 
feet, travels up their lap, past their torso, and to the mouth. 

This invention addresses the need for a compact, e?icient, 
personal ?ltration device 2 to remove the contaminants 
present in the thermal plume before reaching the face. Some 
preferable mounting positions for the personal ventilation 
device are shoWn in FIGS. 211-20 and include, but are not 
limited to, the front of a desk 3, the front of a laptop computer 
4, or the serving tray 5 on an airplane. Other examples of 
applications include attaching the personal ?ltration device 2 
to the steering column of a car and, in hospitals, on patients 
With compromised immune systems. FIG. 5 shoWs a user 
Wearing a personal ventilation device 2 of the present inven 
tion. 

One embodiment of the personal ?ltration device 32 is 
shoWn in FIG. 4a and FIG. 4b. In this design, the cross-?oW 
fan 6 and ?lter system 8 Work in tandem to draW in air from the 
thermal plume 12, ?lter it, and then expel the air stream 14 to 
provide the breathed air to the individual. 

The cross-?oW fan 6 includes a rotor 7, a motor 46 (shoWn 
in FIG. 10b) and a cover 9 that surrounds the rotor 7 and has 
an inlet 11 and an outlet 15. The majority of the air breathed 
in by the individual Will ?rst be processed by the personal 
ventilation device 2, Which Will ?lter out a Wide range of 
contaminants (e.g. gaseous, particulate, and micro-organ 
isms). Proper intake of the thermal plume, and re-delivery of 
the ?ltered air to the user, provides a signi?cant reduction in 
exposure to pollutants. 



US 7,892,306 B2 
5 

FIG. 14 shows another embodiment of a personal ventila 
tion device of the present invention that could be used in a 
personal ventilation device. The ?lter 87 in this ?gure fully 
surrounds the fan 88. 
The ?lter(s) in the embodiments of the present invention 

may include any ?lter that effectively ?lters particles and/or 
other pollutants, including, but not limited to, volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs), microorganisms, and other undesired 
gases and airborne pollutants. 

In one embodiment, the ?lter is preferably attached to a 
support structure such that the ?lter radially surrounds the 
fan, thereby forming a ?lter cartridge 33. In other embodi 
ments, the fan can surround the ?lter segment depending on 
the fan con?guration. In still other embodiments, the ?lter 
cartridge is shaped for the desired application Without utiliZ 
ing a fan for air movement. 

Another embodiment of a personal ventilation device 72 is 
shoWn in FIG. 6. This embodiment includes a ?lter 47 that is 
radially ?tted around a fan 78 attached to a fan housing 44 and 
coupled to a poWer supply unit. The diameter of the fan 78 and 
overall length of the personal ventilation device 72 is deter 
mined by the intended application of the device and the area 
of the airspace to be ?ltered. 

In FIG. 6, the ?lter 47 is ?tted With a heat exchanger 30 
such that the ?ltered air can be Warmed or cooled for larger 
scale Heating Ventilation and Cooling (HVAC) units. Com 
bining a heat exchanger With the ?lter and fan described 
herein creates a compact device in applications Where mini 
mum space is a design criteria. Since pressure losses in heat 
exchangers are Well knoWn and easily calculated, such a 
system is easily designed by combining the resistances of the 
heat-exchanger and ?lter. 
One embodiment of the personal ventilation device 72 is 

designed With a ?lter cartridge 33 that is elongated, as shoWn 
in FIGS. 6, 9, and 10b. As shoWn in these ?gures, the ?lter 
cartridge has a partial elliptical, substantially J, or hook 
shape. Because the orbit of fans are usually circular, the ?lter 
can be elongated, having a more ?attened or elliptical shape. 
This alloWs the ?lter to have more surface area than a perfect 
cylinder, but remain compact relative to the fan 78. 

For ventilation systems Where additional ?ltering surface 
area is desired, the ?lter cartridge 33 can Wrap around the 
bottom and back-side of the fan. This alloWs for a smaller unit 
With equal or greater ?ltering capabilities than ?lters With a 
?at surface geometry. In FIGS. 10a and 10b, the ?lter in the 
personal ventilation device 112 is oriented such that 
exhausted air is ?ltered in a single stage. The ventilation 
device can alternatively be con?gured to ?lter air in multiple 
stages. For example, the ?lter 87 can completely surround the 
fan chamber 29 such that both air draWn in and exhausted by 
the fan 88 passes through the ?lter 87 While maintaining a 
high ?oW rate, as shoWn in FIG. 14. Alternatively, additional 
?lters can be stacked if additional layers increasing the ?lter 
ing capability are desired. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the fan 
is a radially mounted, segmented cross-?oW fan 34, as shoWn 
in. FIGS. 7a-7d. In conventional prior art con?gurations, air 
?oWs in through one inlet and out of one outlet, and hence 
?oWs only in one direction. In contrast, the segmented cross 
?oW fan 34 is divided into tWo segments 35, 37 by a divisional 
Wall 38 such that each segment 35, 37 of the fan 34 connects 
to a common axel. While only tWo segments 35, 37 are shoWn 
in this ?gure, the device may have three or more segments 
Without deviating from the spirit of the present invention. The 
inlet channels 40 and output channels 42 are shaped internally 
(not shoWn) such that When the segmented cross-?oW fan 34 
rotates, air is exhausted through the output channels 42 in any 
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6 
speci?ed direction even though the fan only rotates in one 
direction. The air coming in and the air coming out are 
depicted by arroWs 43 and 45, respectively, in FIG. 7d. 
The internal housing is designed such that, through any 

individual fan segment, the How path is fabricated to promote 
air?oW in either direction. That is, the inlet and outlet of the 
unit is de?ned by the internal ?oW path structure. An advan 
tage of the segmented, cross-?oW fan 34 is that, by using only 
one fan spinning in a single direction, multiple air?oW paths 
can be setup, Whereby the air is ?oWing in several different 
directions. 

FIGS. 8a, 8b, and 9 shoW another preferred embodiment of 
a personal ventilation device 92 With the ?lter 97 attached to 
the fan housing 44 (FIGS. 8a and 8b) and the ?lter by itself 
(FIG. 9). The fan housing 44 includes the fan 98 that is 
supported at one end by an end plate 49. The fan is coupled to 
a motor 46 as shoWn in FIGS. 10a and 10b. The motor 46 
preferably attaches electrically or mechanically to a control 
unit interface 48. The fan housing 44 includes a poWer supply 
input jack 52 that electrically attaches to a poWer supply 50 
that can recharge through a USB type connection. Altema 
tively, the poWer supply 50 can be charged or poWered by 
alternate current and direct current connections. In one 
embodiment, a pulse-Width modulation motor 46 is poWered 
by the poWer supply 50 such that the control interface 48 
alloWs the user to adjust settings for the ventilation device. 
Alternatively, the fan speed can be controlled by a standard 
linear controller. Manual control buttons 53 linked to the 
control interface 48 control the fan speed. Alternatively, the 
device can be modulated and monitored by softWare though a 
USB type connection. Multiple VOC and temperature sensors 
can be included and monitored simultaneously on either the 
computer or on a readout on the personal ventilation device. 

In FIG. 11, a ?lter cartridge 233 is attached to a fan housing 
244. FIG. 12 shoWs the ?lter 217 surrounding the fan 218 such 
that its elongated form yields greater surface area than if more 
closely conformed to the circular nature of the fan 218. 

FIGS. 13a-13c shoW the ventilation device adapted to a 
laptop computer 4. In a preferred embodiment, the ventilation 
device is joined With a Peltier junction or thermoelectric 
cooling device 58. A case 56 holds the device 58. The Peltier 
junction 58 includes at least tWo electrically charged plates 
stacked on top of one another. The charged plates include a 
cold exchanger that absorbs Warm temperature and a heat 
exchanger that dissipates Warm temperature. Air ?oW chan 
nels 60 direct the Warm air out the back of the laptop computer 
4. This embodiment of the invention can be con?gured to 
include a ?lter 147, and fan segments 62 that adhere to the 
same principles shoWn in FIGS. 7a-7d. 
The segmented cross-?oW personal ventilation device 

includes a cross-?oW fan that is divided into segments 62 such 
that Warm air is convected aWay from the laptop 4 through 
vents 68, and cooler air is directed through the ?lter 147 
simultaneously. Note that there is a segment 62 (not shoWn) of 
the fan surrounded by the ?lter 147 in the central portion of 
the device. Conversely, the air?oW patterns can be reversed by 
altering the current of the Peltier junction such that the Warm 
air is convected through the ?lter 147 toWard the individual 
and cooler air is convected aWay from the laptop through the 
vents 68. 
As shoWn in FIG. 13b, using a segmented cross-?oW fan 

With fan segments 62 Will alloW, given only one fan, air to be 
delivered both toWard 100 and aWay 102 from the individual. 
The air 104 from the thermal plume enters the center fan 
partition of the personal ventilation device. Through careful 
thermal-?uid management, this embodiment can provide 
cooled air 100 to the user, While simultaneously evacuating 
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the Warmed air 102 in the opposite direction, away from the 
user. In the back of the laptop computer 4, Warm air 106 is 
pulled into the cooler unit, While hot air 108 is bloWn out the 
back of the unit. Ducting Within the Peltier cooling unit, 
located under the laptop, brings chilled air into the center 
cross-?oW fan, through the ?lter, and out to the individual. 
The outer fan sections 62 draW in air from the top in order to 
convect the heat generated from the Peltier junction and lap 
top out the back. 

In one embodiment, scented air fragrances may be added to 
the ?ltered air. In one example, scented fabric can be adapted 
to cover the exhaust layer of the ?lter thereby emitting a scent 
into the air. In another embodiment, the ventilation device can 
have injectors 70 (see FIG. 12) that emit a chemical into the 
air as it passes through the ?lter or at some point after the air 
passes through the ?lter. 
Many commercial applications exist for the personal ven 

tilation system. As discussed above, in one embodiment, the 
unit Will attach directly to a laptop computer or of?ce desk to 
provide a personal Workspace With active ?ltration. In other 
embodiments, the device Will be Wearable in situations Where 
the user is sitting, especially for long periods of time, for 
example on an airplane, train, or While driving a car during 
rush-hour traf?c. The device Will supply fresh air to the indi 
vidual in these situations, reducing exposure to a Wide variety 
of contaminants. In schools, this system Will provide needed 
relief for children With allergies or asthma. In hospitals, those 
With reduced or compromised immune systems Will bene?t 
from the reduction of inhaled pathogens and other pollutants, 
Which may speed recoveries by reducing secondary infection 
transmission. 

Accordingly, it is to be understood that the embodiments of 
the invention herein described are merely illustrative of the 
application of the principles of the invention. Reference 
herein to details of the illustrated embodiments is not 
intended to limit the scope of the claims, Which themselves 
recite those features regarded as essential to the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A personal ventilation device for ?ltering contaminants 

out of air, comprising: 
a) a cross-?oW fan comprising a motor, a rotor having 

plurality of fan blades, and a cover surrounding the rotor 
and having an inlet and an outlet; 

b) at least one curved air ?lter at least partially surrounding 
the rotor such that air that enters into the personal ven 
tilation device passes through both the fan and the air 
?lter before exiting the personal ventilation device. 

2. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, Wherein the 
?lter completely surrounds the rotor such that air that enters 
the personal ventilation device passes through the ?lter at 
least tWice and passes through the fan blades at least tWice 
before exiting the personal ventilation device. 

3. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, Wherein the 
cover of the cross-?oW fan has at least tWo axial segments, 
Wherein each segment is shaped such that each segment can 
intake air from the input and exhaust air from the output. 

4. The personal ventilation device of claim 3, further com 
prising: 

a) a platform for supporting a laptop computer comprising 
a thermoelectric cooler for cooling the laptop computer 
and modulating air ?oW temperature, Wherein at least 
one of the axial segments of the cover of the fan routes 
air to or from the thermoelectric cooler; and 

b) a poWer supply for the fan and the thermoelectric cooler. 
5. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, further com 

prising a bracket for attaching the personal ventilation device 
to an object. 
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6. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, Wherein the 

device is Wearable by an individual. 
7. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, Wherein the 

device further comprises a heat exchanger at least partially 
surrounding the ?lter. 

8. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, further com 
prising a fragrance dispenser that adds fragrance to air that 
exits the personal ventilation device. 

9. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, Wherein the 
personal ventilation device has an outlet air velocity betWeen 
0.5 m/s and 1.0 m/s. 

10. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, Wherein the 
personal ventilation device exhausts air out of the device at an 
exhaust angle betWeen 30 and 45 degrees from horizontal. 

11. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, further 
comprising a plurality of sensors that monitor temperature 
and VOC concentration in the air. 

12. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, further 
comprising a ?rst ?lter located at the inlet of the fan and a 
second ?lter located at the outlet of the fan. 

13. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, Wherein at 
least one ?lter comprises at least one ?lter material that tar 
gets ?ltration of a speci?c contaminant. 

14. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, further 
comprising a motor controller coupled to the motor and hav 
ing an input for coupling to an external device that controls 
the motor. 

15. The personal ventilation device of claim 1, Wherein the 
?lter is substantially J-shaped. 

16. A single cross-?oW fan comprising: 
a) a motor; 
b) a rotor having plurality of fan blades; and 
c) a housing surrounding the rotor and having: 

i) at least tWo inlets; 
ii) at least tWo outlets; and 
iii) at least tWo adjacent axial segments, Wherein the 

cross-?oW fan rotates only in one direction, and 
Wherein the adjacent segments are shaped such that 
air ?oWs in more than one direction. 

17. A personal ventilation device for ?ltering contaminants 
out of air, comprising: 

a) a cross-?oW fan comprising a motor, a rotor having 
plurality of fan blades, and a cover surrounding the rotor 
and having an inlet and an outlet; 

b) at least one ?lter that completely surrounds the rotor 
such that air that enters the personal ventilation device 
passes through the ?lter at least tWice andpasses through 
the fan blades at least tWice before exiting the personal 
ventilation device. 

18.A personal ventilation device for ?ltering contaminants 
out of air, comprising: 

a) a cross-?oW fan comprising a motor, a rotor having 
plurality of fan blades, and a cover surrounding the rotor 
and having at least tWo inlets and at least tWo outlets, 
Wherein the cover of the cross-?oW fan has at least tWo 
adjacent axial segments, Wherein the cross-?oW fan 
rotates only in one direction, and Wherein the adjacent 
segments are shaped such that air ?oWs in more than one 

direction; 
b) a platform for supporting a laptop computer comprising 

a thermoelectric cooler for cooling the laptop computer 
and modulating air ?oW temperature, Wherein at least 
one of the axial segments of the cover of the fan routes 
air to or from the thermoelectric cooler; and 

c) a poWer supply for the fan and the thermoelectric cooler. 
19. The personal ventilation device of claim 18, further 

comprising: 
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d) at least one air ?lter at least partially surrounding the 
rotor such that air that enters into the personal ventilation 
device passes through both the fan and the air ?lter 
before exiting the personal ventilation device. 

20. A personal ventilation device for ?ltering contaminants 
out of air, comprising: 

a) a cross-?oW fan comprising a motor, a rotor having 
plurality of fan blades, and a cover surrounding the rotor 
and having an inlet and an outlet; 

b) at least one air ?lter at least partially surrounding the 
rotor such that air that enters into the personal ventilation 
device passes through both the fan and the air ?lter 
before exiting the personal ventilation device; and 

c) a bracket for attaching the personal ventilation device to 
an object. 

21. A personal ventilation device for ?ltering contaminants 
out of air, comprising: 

a) a cross-?oW fan comprising a motor, a rotor having 
plurality of fan blades, and a cover surrounding the rotor 
and having an inlet and an outlet; and 

b) at least one air ?lter at least partially surrounding the 
rotor such that air that enters into the personal ventilation 
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device passes through both the fan and the air ?lter 
before exiting the personal ventilation device; 

Wherein the device is Wearable by an individual. 
22.A personal ventilation device for ?ltering contaminants 

5 out of air, comprising: 
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a) a cross-?oW fan comprising a motor, a rotor having 
plurality of fan blades, and a cover surrounding the rotor 
and having an inlet and an outlet; 

b) at least one air ?lter at least partially surrounding the 
rotor such that air that enters into the personal ventilation 
device passes through both the fan and the air ?lter 
before exiting the personal ventilation device; and 

c) a heat exchanger at least partially surrounding the ?lter. 
23 . A personal ventilation device for ?ltering contaminants 

15 out of air, comprising: 

20 

a) a cross-?oW fan comprising a motor, a rotor having 
plurality of fan blades, and a cover surrounding the rotor 
and having an inlet and an outlet; 

b) a ?rst ?lter at least partially surrounding the rotor such 
that air that enters into the personal ventilation device 
passes through both the fan and the air ?lter; and 

c) a second ?lter located at the outlet of the fan. 

* * * * * 


