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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for reducing the turnaround time of an aircraft 
having at least one self-propelled undercarriage Wheel com 
prising the step of: moving the aircraft to a required location 
using at least one self-propelled undercarriage Wheel; 
Wherein thrust equipment, (e. g. turbines) are turned on only 
When needed for takeoff or prior to landing, and are turned off 
until takeoff or after landing; Whereby departing equipment, 
arriving equipment, and turnaround equipment are not at risk 
from operating thrust equipment, (eg turbines). An appara 
tus for reducing the turnaround time of an aircraft is disclosed 
comprising a control unit for facilitating voice communica 
tion betWeen a pilot and ground staff. Said control unit may 
further comprise a control arm for inputting the required 
direction of movement of said noseWheel; means for trans 
mitting direction information to said self-propelled nose 
Wheel; means for receiving direction information at said self 
propelled noseWheel; and means for controlling the direction 
of said noseWheel. The control unit may also comprise means 
for turning on and off an APU, parking brakes, and other 
aircraft features. 

21 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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TURNAROUND METHODS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the bene?t of GB. PatentAppl. No. 
06169833, ?led Aug. 29, 2006 and Us. Patent Appl. No. 
60/961,940, ?led Jul. 24, 2007, Which are assigned to the 
assignee of the present application and are herein incorpo 
rated in their entirety by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to methods for reducing air 
port turnaround times, and more particularly relates to reduc 
ing safety margins around aircraft moving on taxiWays by 
eliminating the use of aircraft thrust equipment, such as tur 
bines on the ground and motorized tugs to toW aircraft. 

It is standard practice at airports that groundpersonnel Who 
are close to the aircraft When the turbines are running protect 
their ears from the noise caused by the turbines using protec 
tive earphones, and communicate With each other using hand 
signals since hearing is not possible. Headsets are required to 
communicate With pilots, in Which background noise from 
turbines causes further communications problems. 
FR 2628590 to Hodys discloses a device intended to carry 

out sound captures Without the useful signal being cluttered 
With ambient noise, and teaches that the device is particularly 
intended to alloW sound captures in a very noisy environment 
such as for example communications betWeen airport runWay 
staff. 

It is further standard safety practise at airports that ground 
personnel do not approach the aircraft or bring loading 
bridges, stairs, luggage carts, conveyor belts, or other equip 
ment necessary for unloading passengers and luggage or 
cargo, to the aircraft until the aircraft turbines have been 
turned off and come to rest. Only When the precise parked 
location of the aircraft is knoWn can loading bridges, stairs, 
luggage carts, etc. be positioned. This causes delays to tum 
around times. 

The background section of US2004090348 to Hutton dis 
closes some of the delays associated With loading bridges, for 
example. 

JP2002321699 to FUKUHARA and TAKASU discusses 
some of the issues associated With cargo and luggage loading 
and unloading. It discloses a toW vehicle that can toW cargo 
laden equipment such as container dollies and pallet dollies 
from the cargo holding area inside of the airport terminal 
building to aircraft parked on the tarmac to thereby automati 
cally transport the air cargo. 

In the above prior art dealing With loading and unloading of 
equipment from aircraft, it is assumed that either the aircraft 
Will taxi to a parking space using its turbines, in Which case no 
processes can take place until the turbines have been turned 
off and come to a standstill, or that a motorised tug is used to 
bring the aircraft to a parking space, in Which case additional 
time is required to attach the tug. Here also, ground personnel 
cannot approach the aircraft to attach the tug until the turbines 
have been turned off and come to a standstill. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,078,340 to Anderberg and WO03078250 to 
Mallet disclose methods of automatically moving aircraft 
along taxiWays and into parking spaces using equipment 
?xed beneath the ground of the taxiWays. This enables the 
turbines to be turned off before parking, but requires exten 
sive alterations to airport taxiWays. Furthermore, the equip 
ment may not ?t all present or future aircraft. 
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2 
US2005247824 to Allison discloses an aircraft having a 

removable passenger compartment and a removable luggage 
compartment to speed loading and unloading of passengers 
and luggage. Passengers and luggage are loaded into said 
removable compartments in advance of the aircraft arriving at 
the airport. When the aircraft arrives, the removable compart 
ments containing the arriving passengers and luggage are 
removed and the removable compartments containing the 
departing passengers and luggage are attached to the aircraft. 
The aircraft can then take off, While passengers and luggage 
are still being unloaded from the arriving removable compart 
ments. 

Allison thus solves the problem reducing of loading and 
unloading times for aircraft but at the great expense of totally 
reneWing or vastly modifying ?eets of aircraft. 

It can be seen from the above that it Would be advantageous 
to enable loading and unloading equipment to approach an 
aircraft as soon as possible after an aircraft lands, Without a 
major modi?cation to the aircraft or taxiWays. 

Motors providing high torque at loW speeds are knoWn in 
the art. Speci?cally, such motors are knoWn that are designed 
for the purpose of propelling aircraft on the ground. 

In WO05/112584 Edelson discloses a motor-generator 
machine comprising a slotless AC induction motor. The 
motor disclosed therein is an AC induction machine compris 
ing an external electrical member attached to a supporting 
frame and an internal electrical member attached to a sup 
porting core; one or both supports are slotless, and the elec 
trical member attached thereto comprises a number of surface 
mounted conductor bars separated from one another by suit 
able insulation. An airgap features betWeen the magnetic 
portions of core and frame. Electrical members perform the 
usual functions of rotor and stator but are not limited in 
position by the present invention to either role. The stator 
comprises at least three different electrical phases supplied 
With electrical poWer by an inverter. The rotor has a standard 
Winding con?guration, and the rotor support permits axial 
rotation. 

In WO05/112584 Edelson discloses a motor-generator 
machine comprising a high phase order AC machine With 
short pitch Winding. Disclosed therein is a high phase order 
alternating current rotating machine having an inverter drive 
that provides more than three phases of drive Waveform of 
harmonic order H, and characterized in that the Windings of 
the machine have a pitch of less than 180 rotational degrees. 
Preferably the Windings are connected together in a mesh, star 
or delta connection. The disclosure is further directed to 
selection of a Winding pitch that yields a different chording 
factor for different harmonics. The aim is to select a chording 
factor that is optimal for the desired harmonics. 

In WO2006/065988 Edelson discloses a motor-generator 
machine comprising stator coils Wound around the inside and 
outside of a stator, that is, toroidally Wound. The machine 
may be used With a dual rotor combination, so that both the 
inside and outside of the stator may be active. Even order 
drive harmonics may be used, if the pitch factor for the Wind 
ings permits them. In a preferred embodiment, each of the 
coils is driven by a unique, dedicated drive phase. HoWever, if 
a number of coils have the same phase angle as one another, 
and are positioned on the stator in different poles, these may 
alternatively be connected together to be driven by the same 
drive phase. In a preferred embodiment, the coils are con 
nected to be able to operate With 2 poles, or four poles, under 
H:1 Where H is the harmonic order of the drive Waveform. 
The coils may be connected together in series, parallel, or 
anti-parallel. 
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In 2006/0273686, a motor-generator machine is disclosed 
comprising a polyphase electric motor Which is preferably 
connected to drive systems via mesh connections to provide 
variable V/HZ ratios. The motor-generator machine disclosed 
therein comprises an axle; a hub rotatably mounted on said 
axle; an electrical induction motor comprising a rotor and a 
stator; and an inverter electrically connected to said stator; 
Wherein one of said rotor or stator is attached to said hub and 
the other of said rotor or stator is attached to said axle. Such 
a machine may be located inside a vehicle drive Wheel, and 
alloWs a drive motor to provide the necessary torque With 
reasonable system mass. 

In WO2006/1 13121, a motor-generator machine compris 
ing an induction and sWitched reluctance motor designed to 
operate as a reluctance machine at loW speeds and an induc 
tance machine at high speeds is disclosed. The motor drive 
provides more than three different phases and is capable of 
synthesizing different harmonics. As an example, the motor 
may be Wound With seven different phases, and the drive may 
be capable of supplying fundamental, third and ?fth har 
monic. The stator Windings are preferably connected With a 
mesh connection. The system is particularly suitable for a 
high phase order induction machine drive systems of the type 
disclosed in US. Pat. Nos. 6,657,334 and 6,831,430. The 
rotor, in combination With the stator, is designed With a par 
ticular structure that reacts to a magnetic ?eld con?guration 
generated by one drive Waveform harmonic. The reaction to 
this harmonic by the rotor structure produces a reluctance 
torque that rotates the rotor. For a different harmonic drive 
Waveform, a different magnetic ?eld con?guration is pro 
duced, for Which the rotor structure de?nes that substantially 
negligible reluctance torque is produced. However, this mag 
netic ?eld con?guration induces substantial rotor currents in 
the rotor Windings, and the currents produce induction based 
torque to rotate the rotor. 
US. Pat. No. 7,226,018 and US. Pat. No. 7,237,748 to 

Delos Aerospace an aircraft landing gear comprised of a 
Wheel hub motor/ generator disks stack, including alternating 
rotor and stator disks mounted With respect to the Wheel 
support and Wheel is disclosed. The invention can provide 
motive force to the Wheel When electrical poWer is applied, 
e.g. prior to touch-doWn. After touchdoWn the Wheel hub 
motor/ generator may be used as a generator thus applying a 
regenerative braking force and/ or a motoriZed braking action 
to the Wheel. The energy generated upon landing maybe 
dissipated through a resistor and/or stored for later use in 
providing a source for motive poWer to the aircraft Wheels for 
taxiing and ground maneuvers of the aircraft. 

In US2006/0065779 a poWered nose aircraft Wheel system 
for an aircraft Which includes landing gear that extends from 
the aircraft. A Wheel axel is coupled to the landing gear is 
disclosed. A Wheel is coupled to the Wheel axel. A Wheel 
motor is coupled to the Wheel axel and the Wheel.A controller 
is coupled to the Wheel motor and rotates the Wheel.A method 
of taxiing an aircraft includes permitting the Wheel of the 
aircraft to freely spin during the landing of the aircraft. PoWer 
is transferred from an auxiliary poWer unit of the aircraft to 
the Wheel motor. The Wheel is rotated via the Wheel motor. 
The aircraft is steered and the speed of the Wheel is controlled 
via one or more controllers selected from an onboard control 
ler and an offboard controller. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to reduce turnaround 
times of aircraft and increase ef?ciency at airports by provid 
ing turnaround methods Which take advantage of the use of 
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4 
electrically self-propelled aircraft in place of thrust equip 
ment, such as turbines, and motorized tugs for moving aircraft 
on the ground. 

Accordingly, a method is provided for reducing the tum 
around time of an aircraft, for aircraft having at least one 
self-propelled undercarriage Wheel, comprising the steps of: 
preparing turnaround equipment, close to a parking space for 
the aircraft; turning off the aircraft thrust equipment, (eg 
turbines) before arriving at an airport terminal; moving the 
aircraft to the parking space using self-propelled undercar 
riage Wheels; positioning said turnaround equipment With 
respect to the aircraft immediately after the aircraft comes to 
rest; unloading all arriving equipment. 
A further method is provided for reducing turnaround 

times of aircraft and enhancing communications on airport 
taxiWays, for aircraft having at least one self-propelled under 
carriage Wheel, comprising moving the aircraft using self 
propelled undercarriage Wheels, Whereby ground personnel 
do not require ear protecting equipment and communication 
is facilitated betWeen ground personnel. 
A yet further method is provided comprising moving the 

aircraft using self-propelled undercarriage Wheels and con 
ducting vocal ground personnel communication via vocal 
communication apparatus. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 shoWs ?oW chart depicting an example of a method 
according to the present invention, and should not be consid 
ered to be limiting. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the vocal communication apparatus of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In the folloWing, arriving equipment is de?ned as all per 
sons and objects being unloaded from the aircraft on the 
aircraft’s arrival at the airport. Departing equipment is 
de?ned as all persons and objects being loaded onto the 
aircraft for the aircraft’s departure from the airport. Tum 
around equipment is de?ned as all persons and objects Which 
are necessary to facilitate the turnaround process, and Which 
remain at the airport. 

In a ?rst embodiment of the invention, a method is dis 
closed for reducing the turnaround time of an aircraft, for 
aircraft having at least one self-propelled undercarriage 
Wheel, comprising the steps of: preparing turnaround equip 
ment, close to a parking space for the aircraft; turning off the 
aircraft thrust equipment, (eg turbines) before arriving at an 
airport terminal; moving the aircraft to the parking space 
using self-propelled undercarriage Wheels; positioning said 
turnaround equipment With respect to the aircraft immedi 
ately after the aircraft comes to rest; unloading all arriving 
equipment. 

Examples of turnaround equipment are loading bridges, 
stairs, luggage carts, cargo tractors, and conveyor belt load 
ers, although this is not a limiting or exhaustive list. 

Examples of arriving or departing equipment are passen 
gers, luggage, cargo, and litter, although this is not a limiting 
or exhaustive list. 

In this Way, unloading and loading of arriving and depart 
ing equipment can commence soon after the aircraft parks, 
and sooner than Would be possible if the aircraft parked using 
its thrust equipment, (eg turbines) or a motoriZed tug. 

It should be noted that, although the use of a tug expedites 
the process betWeen parking and loading/unloading, the tug 
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itself cannot be attached to the aircraft until the thrust equip 
ment, (e.g. turbines) have been turned off and come to rest, 
due to danger and noise considerations, thus the delay caused 
by the thrust equipment, (eg turbines) still exists. 

Said self-propelled undercarriage Wheels are preferably 
propelled using one of the motors described in the back 
ground section of this patent, any may be propelled using any 
mesh-connected, high phase order induction motor located 
inside the Wheel or close to the Wheel, or any other induction 
motor or other drive means. 

The invention also includes the reverse process, that con 
sisting of the steps of: loading departing equipment onto an 
aircraft; removing turnaround equipment; moving the aircraft 
to the runWay immediately after said departing equipment has 
been loaded and said turnaround equipment has been 
removed, using at least one self propelled undercarriage 
Wheel; turning on thrust equipment, (e. g. turbines) for take off 
When the aircraft is in the appropriate position on the runWay. 
An example of a method according to the above is shoWn in 

the How chart of FIG. 1. 
In a second embodiment of the invention, a method for 

reducing turnaround times of aircraft and enhancing commu 
nications on airport taxiWays is disclosed, for aircraft having 
at least one self-propelled undercarriage Wheel, comprising 
moving the aircraft using self-propelled undercarriage 
Wheels, Whereby ground personnel do not require ear protect 
ing equipment and communication is facilitated betWeen 
ground personnel, and betWeen ground personnel and pilots. 
Hand signals may no longer be required. Ground personnel 
are thus able to speak to each other normally to communicate, 
for example, instructions for directing aircraft. 

Ground personnel may alternatively use hand signals in 
conjunction With vocal communication. 
A further advantage of this is that ear protection does not 

need to be Worn, Which saves time in putting and taking off the 
ear protection, and increases personal safety of the personnel 
Who can hear their immediate environment. 
A further advantage of this invention is that ground per 

sonnel are able to use remote voice communication devices, 
such as described in the third embodiment. 
Ground personnel are de?ned herein as any persons being 

present on the taxiWay of an airport, including those on, but 
not in, the aircraft. A taxiWay is de?ned herein as being any 
space at an airport in Which an aircraft may move on the 
ground and includes aprons, runWays and maintenance areas. 

In a third embodiment of the invention, a method for reduc 
ing turnaround times of aircraft and enhancing communica 
tions on airport taxiWays is disclosed, for aircraft having at 
least one self-propelled undercarriage Wheel, comprising 
moving the aircraft using self-propelled undercarriage 
Wheels and conducting vocal ground personnel communica 
tion via vocal communication apparatus. 

Said vocal communication apparatus preferably comprises 
an external control unit comprising: voice sensing means; 
transmitting means for transmitting voice information to per 
sons in said aircraft; receiving means for receiving voice 
information from persons in said aircraft; and amplifying 
means for enabling said voice information to be heard; and an 
in-aircraft control unit comprising: voice sensing means; 
transmitting means for transmitting voice information to per 
sons external to said aircraft; receiving means for receiving 
voice information from persons external to said aircraft; and 
amplifying means for enabling said voice information to be 
heard. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the preferred embodiment of the apparatus in 
Which the further optional features of direction and speed 
control are present, as Will be described. FIG. 2 shoWs exter 
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6 
nal control unit 126 Withperson 120 outside said aircraft, Who 
is preferably an airport staff member. External control unit 
126 comprises a jack 118 for ground-end Wire 116. Wire 116 
connects ground-end headphones 102 (the amplifying means 
of said external control unit) and ground-end microphone (the 
voice-sensing means of said external control unit) 100 to 
external control unit 126. Headphones 102 and microphone 
100 are Worn by airport staff member 120 for communication 
With persons in said aircraft. External control unit 126 further 
comprises ground-end transmitting means 104 and ground 
end receiving means 106, Which may be a combined trans 
mitting and receiving means as Will be described later. In the 
?gure shoWn, external control unit 126 comprises the further 
optional features of direction control arm 132 and speed 
control slider 130. Although these are not necessary features 
of the invention, they are preferred and are therefore pictured 
here. 

FIG. 2 further shoWs a person 122 in said aircraft, Who is 
preferably the pilot, Wearing pilot-end headphones 112 (the 
amplifying means of said in-aircraft control unit) and pilot 
end microphone 114 (the voice-sensing means of said in 
aircraft control unit), connected via pilot-end Wire 124 to 
pilot-end transmitting means 108 and pilot-end receiving 
means 110, Which are located in cockpit 128. 

Said external control unit is a handheld or ?xed console 
constructed from plastic, metal, or any material suitable for 
use outside in all Weather conditions, in Which is located the 
ground-end equipment for speaking and listening, as Well as 
possibly other controls used by persons outside an aircraft. 
Preferably, the unit is attached to the ground or mounted on 
equipment attached to the ground, near a gate at an airport. An 
advantage of this is that it Will alWays be at a knoWn location. 
Said control unit may also be attached to any airport gate 
equipment such as a passenger loading bridge or other por 
table gate equipment. An advantage of this is that said control 
unit can be moved to a gate at Which it is required. Said control 
unit may also be attached to a maintenance hanger, a runWay, 
a taxiWay, an apron or other location Where aircraft need to be 
moved, or attached to any equipment in such areas. Said 
control unit may also be handheld. An advantage of this is that 
the airport staff member can move about freely While Wearing 
said ampli?cation means and voice sensing means. Further 
more, said ampli?cation means and voice sensing means may 
be Wireless (i.e. there is no ground-end Wire 116) and may 
communicate With said external control unit via infrared, 
Bluetooth, ultrasound, optical, laser, radio, radar or any 
knoWn Wireless communication method. This also has the 
advantage of the airport staff member being able to move 
freely, While retaining the advantages mentioned earlier of 
having a ?xed control unit. 

Said external control unit may further comprise a voice 
sensing means on/ off control, and/ or an ampli?cation means 
on/ off control, either or both of Which may be a push button, 
sWitch, lever, or any other means for sending an on or an off 
signal. Alternatively, there may be a control Which sWitches 
betWeen voice-sensing means use and amplifying means use, 
i.e. betWeen speaking and listening, similar to a Walkie talkie. 
Alternatively, there may be a control Which sWitches on/off 
both amplifying means and voice sensing means concur 
rently. The external control unit may further comprise an 
indicator or indicators for shoWing Whether said amplifying 
means and voice sensing means are on or off. This may be an 

LED, other light, LCD display or any other knoWn form of 
indicator. 

Said external control unit may further comprise one or 
more of parking brake control means, APU control means, 
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battery control means, ground-based power control means, 
direction control means and speed control means. 

Said brake control means and said APU control means, if 
present, may be switches, levers, push buttons, sliders, touch 
pads, optical sensors, heat sensors, pedals or any other type of 
control means capable of transmitting an on and an off signal. 
Said brake control means and saidAPU control means may be 
situated on said external control means, on the outside of said 
aircraft, ?xed to gate, maintenance hangar, or other aircraft 
equipment, or in another location. 

Said battery control means, if present, is preferably a 
sWitch but may be any other form of control means such as 
push button, slider, optical sensor, touchpad, heat sensor, etc, 
for turning on and off said battery. The aircraft may have 
batteries and said batteries may also be used to move said 
aircraft over short distances, for example Within a hangar. In 
normal operation, an aircraft being poWered by an APU may 
take poWer from the batteries When needed, such as in the case 
of poWer surges While taxiing, and the battery controlling 
means does not preclude this possibility. Rather, it is a means 
for choosing only to take poWer from the battery for a given 
operation. An advantage of this is that the APU does not need 
to be turned on. 

Said ground based poWer control means, if present, is 
preferably a sWitch but may be any other form of control 
means such as push button, slider, optical sensor, touchpad, 
heat sensor, etc, for turning on and off said ground based 
poWer source. The airport may have a ground based poWer 
source to Which aircraft can connect When at the airport, 
Which may be used to provide poWer for aircraft functions 
such as taxiing, lighting, heating, etc. An advantage of this is 
that it provides an alternative poWer source to the APU. 

Said direction control means and speed control means, if 
present, may be an arm comparable to a joystick. Said arm 
may be rigid and able to be pushed to cause the aircraft to 
decelerate and pulled to cause the aircraft to accelerate. The 
aircraft Will move in a direction determined by the direction in 
Which the arm is moved by the person outside said aircraft 
holding the arm, at a speed determined by the person outside 
said aircraft pushing or pulling the arm. Alternatively, said 
arm is a ?exible strap, rope, chain or any other ?exible control 
arm made from any strong, ?exible material or a rigid mate 
rial in a ?exible form such as a metal chain. In this variation, 
speed and direction are determined by the speed and direction 
respectively in Which the airport ground staff member moves 
said arm. Alternatively, there may be a separate control for 
speed Which may be a slider, dial, tWo-Way sWitch or any 
other control means capable of indicating a multiplicity of 
levels of speed. The arm may only move the aircraft When it 
is held taut, and a safety feature may cut off communications 
betWeen the arm and the aircraft When said arm becomes not 
taut. Alternatively, position sensors at the end of said arm may 
determine the movements of said arm to control the aircraft, 
Whether said arm is taut or loose. Said arm protrudes from 
said external control unit and is movably attached to said 
control unit in a manner similar to a the stick of a joystick 
from its base, such that said control unit can interpret move 
ments of said arm in order to transmit them to said aircraft 
noseWheel. Preferably, said control unit can recogniZe direc 
tional movements of said arm in at least tWo dimensions. An 
advantage of this is that the movement of the aircraft can be 
controlled very intuitively by a ground staff member moving 
the arm in the direction the aircraft is desired to be moved. 
Alternatively, said control unit can recogniZe directional 
movements of said arm in only one dimension. Advantages of 
this are that the apparatus is less expensive and easier to 
produce and that there is less information to transmit to said 
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8 
noseWheel. In this variation, left and right movements could 
be controlled via said arm, While forWard/reverse motion of 
the aircraft is controlled by a separate control or by a distinct 
movement of said arm, for example pushing or pulling said 
arm. 

Said external control unit may further comprise control 
means for controlling any other aircraft function, for example 
but Without limitation, aileron movement, Windscreen Wiper 
operation, fuel tank opening, door opening, emergency stop, 
?re suppression, etc. Such functions may be useful for main 
tenance, repair, emergency or other situations. 

Said external control unit may further comprise a security 
cover for preventing unauthoriZed use, Which covers some or 
all of the control means on said external control means (Which 
may include microphone, headphone, speed control, direc 
tion control APU control, brake control or any other controls 
present) or restricts their movement, Whereby said control 
means cannot be accessed or operated Without a physical key, 
electronic key, number code, letter code, ?ngerprint recogni 
tion, iris recognition, barcode recognition, or any other 
knoWn means for unlocking a cover. 

Said external control unit may comprise a transmittal-re 
stricting safety feature Whereby operations of one or both of 
said control means are not transmitted to said noseWheel 
unless said transmittal-restricting safety feature has been dis 
abled. Said feature may be disabled using a physical key, 
electronic key, number code, letter code, ?ngerprint recogni 
tion, iris recognition, barcode recognition or any other knoWn 
means of safety feature disabling. 

Said in-aircraft control unit, comprising voice sensing 
means, transmitting means, receiving means and amplifying 
means, is preferably built into the cockpit in the control/ 
display area but may be a stand alone unit to be placed in said 
cockpit or elseWhere in said aircraft, or may be built into 
another section of said aircraft, for example, the kitchen if it 
Will be used to communicate With food loading staff, etc. 
Existing aircraft transmitting and receiving means, located in 
the aircraft cockpit or elseWhere, may be adapted to transmit 
and receive the voice signals of the present invention in place 
of said transmitting and receiving means. 

Said pilot-end and ground-end transmitting means may be 
any knoWn form of transmitter, transponder, transceiver or 
other information communicating means. Preferably said 
information is transmitted Wirelessly betWeen persons out 
side said aircraft and those inside, for example via infrared, 
optical, laser, Bluetooth, radio, radar or any other knoWn 
Wireless information transmittal means. An advantage of this 
is that no Wire has to be attached, detached or stored. Alter 
natively said information is transmitted using electric cables, 
optical cables, or any other knoWn form of Wire. A Wire may 
be detachable at one or both ends, that is, the aircraft end and 
the external control unit end. An advantage of this is that a 
reliable connection is alWays maintained. 

Said pilot-end and ground-end receiving means may be a 
direct conversion receiver or any knoWn form of receiver, 
transponder, transceiver or other knoWn form of information 
receiving means. 

Said pilot-end transmitting means and said pilot-end 
receiving means may be combined in a single unit. Said 
ground-end transmitting means and said ground-end receiv 
ing means may be combined in a single unit. 

Said ground-end amplifying means are preferably head 
phones and are more preferably over-ear headphones as 
shoWn in FIG. 2, Which may include noise canceling technol 
ogy, sound isolation, and any or all technology knoWn in the 
art for enhancing headphone sound quality. An advantage of 
this is that voice communication from saidheadphones can be 
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easily heard and unnecessary background noise can be very 
effectively removed. A further advantage is that, since airport 
ground staff commonly Wear headphones for the purposes of 
ear protection, the Wearing of headphones Will be familiar and 
the procedural change small. Said headphones may have a 
feature Whereby the user can alternate betWeen isolating and 
hearing outside sound. Said ground-end amplifying means 
may alternatively be in-ear headphones or earplugs, or may be 
hookable headphones Which hook onto or around the ear in 
the manner of a Bluetooth headset for a mobile phone, or may 
attach to the ear in any other Way. Such smaller earpieces or 
headphones are a possibility around quieter self-propelled 
aircraft Which taxi Without thrust equipment, (eg turbines), 
Where ear protection is not needed. An advantage of smaller 
earpieces or headphones is that they are lighter and easier to 
Wear. A further advantage is that they alloW sounds to be heard 
from the direct environment of the persons outside the aircraft 
using the headphones, Which facilitates communication and 
personal safety. There may be tWo earpieces, one for each ear, 
or there may be one earpiece for attachment to one ear only. 
As a further alternative, said ground-end amplifying means 
may be a loudspeaker in or close to said external control unit, 
such that voice communication from said loudspeaker can be 
heard a small distance from said external control unit. An 
advantage of this is that no headphones have to be Worn, so 
that the person outside the aircraft has more freedom of move 
ment and can hear sounds in their direct environment, increas 
ing personal safety and ease of communication With other 
persons outside said aircraft. Said ground-end amplifying 
means may be connected via a Wire to the external control unit 
as shoWn in FIG. 2 or may be Wireless, using Bluetooth, 
infrared, ultrasound, radio, laser, or any other Wireless tech 
nology. 

Said pilot-end amplifying means are preferably head 
phones and are more preferably over-ear headphones as 
shoWn in FIG. 2, and may include noise canceling technol 
ogy, sound isolation, and any or all technology knoWn in the 
art for enhancing headphone sound quality. An advantage of 
this is that voice communication from said headphones can be 
easily heard and unnecessary background noise can be very 
effectively removed. A further advantage is that, since pilots 
commonly Wear headphones, the Wearing of headphones Will 
be familiar and the procedural change small. Said headphones 
may in fact be the regular cockpit headphones, con?gured to 
receive voice signals from said pilot-end receiving means as 
Well as all the signals usually received by existing cockpit 
headphones. Said headphones may have a feature Whereby 
the user can alternate betWeen isolating and hearing outside 
sound, and/or betWeen hearing sound from ground staff and 
other sources. Said pilot-end amplifying means may alterna 
tively be in-ear headphones or earplugs, or may hook onto or 
around the ear in the manner of a Bluetooth headset for a 
mobile phone, or may attach to the ear in any other Way. Such 
smaller earpieces or headphones are a possibility in aircraft 
Where headphones are not otherWise Worn. An advantage of 
smaller earpieces or headphones is that they are lighter and 
easier to Wear. A further advantage is that they alloW sounds 
to be heard from the direct environment of the user, Which 
facilitates communication and personal safety. There may be 
tWo earpieces, one for each ear, or there may be one earpiece 
for attachment to one ear only. As a further alternative, said 
pilot-end amplifying means may be a loudspeaker in said 
cockpit, such that voice communication from said loud 
speaker can be heard in said cockpit. An advantage of this is 
that no headphones have to be Worn, so that the user has more 
freedom of movement and can hear sounds in their direct 
environment, increasing personal safety and ease of commu 
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10 
nication With other persons outside said aircraft. Said pilot 
end amplifying means may be connected via a Wire to the 
cockpit as shoWn in FIG. 2 or may be Wireless, using Blue 
tooth, infrared, ultrasound, radio, laser, or any other Wireless 
technology. 

Said ground- and pilot-end amplifying means may also be 
any other knoWn form of amplifying means. 

Said ground-end voice-sensing means is preferably a 
microphone Which preferably extends from said ground-end 
headphones as shoWn in FIG. 2, but may also hang from an 
earpiece Which hooks onto or sits inside an ear, or may clip 
onto the user’ s clothes, or may be embedded in or close to said 
external control unit, or be shaped and located in any other 
Way. Said ground-end voice-sensing means may also be any 
other means for sensing and enabling the transmission of a 
voice signal. 

Said pilot-end voice-sensing means is preferably a micro 
phone Which preferably extends from said pilot-end head 
phones as shoWn in FIG. 2, but may also hang from an 
earpiece Which hooks onto or sits inside an ear, or may clip 
onto the user’s clothes, or may be embedded in or close to the 
controls area of said cockpit, or be shaped and located in any 
other Way. Said pilot-end voice-sensing means may also be 
any other means for sensing and enabling the transmission of 
a voice signal. 

Said person inside said aircraft is preferably the pilot but 
may also be other members of aircraft creW such as a co-pilot, 
air hostesses, passengers, cleaning staff. 

Said person outside said aircraft is preferably a member of 
airport ground staff responsible for supervising the parking of 
the aircraft, but may also be ground staff responsible for fuel 
loading, passenger loading, baggage loading, cargo loading, 
fuel loading, cleaning, maintenance, repair, or any other 
ground function, or may be air traf?c controllers, any other 
airport staff, emergency medical staff, passengers’ acquain 
tances or business contacts, or persons needing or desiring to 
communicate With said aircraft. 

Thus, the invention disclosed herein provides methods for 
reducing turnaround times and increasing ef?ciency at air 
ports, Without the need for large-scale modi?cations to either 
aircraft or airports. Further advantages of the invention may 
also be apparent, such as reduced atmospheric pollution, abil 
ity of aircraft to be driven backWards, etc. 
The invention claimed is: 
1 . A landing system for reducing a turnaround event time of 

an aircraft at an airport, comprising: 
(a) an aircraft having thrust equipment for ?ight and at least 

one undercarriage Wheel; 
(b) arriving, departing, and turnaround equipment at said 

airport; and 
(c) means for controlling the movements of said aircraft; 
(d) an external control unit comprising: 
(i) control means for inputting the required speed and/or 

direction of said noseWheel; 
(ii) means for transmitting speed and/ or direction informa 

tion to said self-propelled noseWheel; the apparatus fur 
ther comprising: 

(iii) means for receiving speed and/or direction informa 
tion at said self-propelled noseWheel; and 

(iv) means for controlling the speed and/ or direction of said 
noseWheel; 

said system characterized by said undercarriage Wheel 
being self-propelled and able to move said aircraft With 
out the use of said thrust equipment, said system further 
characteriZed by said arriving, departing and turnaround 
equipment positioned in close proximity to said aircraft 
prior to said turnaround event Without risk of damage. 
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2. The landing system of claim 1 wherein said turnaround 
equipment is one or more selected from the list comprising: 
loading bridges, stairs, luggage carts, cargo tractors, and con 
veyor belt loaders. 

3. The landing system of claim 1 Wherein said arriving 
equipment is one or more selected from the list comprising: 
passengers, luggage, cargo, and litter. 

4. The landing system of claim 1 Wherein said departing 
equipment is one or more selected from the list comprising 
passengers, cargo, and food. 

5. The landing system of claim 1 Wherein said at least one 
self-propelled Wheel is driven using a high phase order induc 
tion motor. 

6. The landing system of claim 1 for enhancing communi 
cations on airport taxiWays additionally comprising ground 
personnel, characterized by said personnel not having ear 
protecting equipment and further characterized by facilitated 
communication betWeen ground personnel. 

7. The landing system of claim 1 for facilitating voice 
communication betWeen persons outside an aircraft on taxi 
Ways and persons inside an aircraft, additionally comprising: 

(i) an in-aircraft control unit comprising: 
(a) voice sensing means; 
(b) transmitting means for transmitting voice information 

to persons external to said aircraft; 
(c) receiving means for receiving voice information from 

persons external to said aircraft; and 
(d) amplifying means for enabling said voice information 

to be heard. 
8. The apparatus of claim 7 Wherein said aircraft has a 

battery and said external control unit further comprises: 
(a) control means for turning on and off a connection to 

said battery; and 
(b) transmitting means for transmitting information to said 

battery; the apparatus further comprising: 
(c) receiving means for receiving information at said bat 

tery. 
9. The apparatus of claim 7 Wherein said airport has a 

ground based poWer source and said external control unit 
further comprises: 

(a) control means for turning on and off a connection to 
said ground based poWer source; and 

(b) transmitting means for transmitting information to said 
ground based poWer source; the apparatus further com 
prising: 

(c) receiving means for receiving information at said 
ground based poWer source. 

10. The apparatus of claim 7 Wherein said aircraft has 
parking brakes and said external control unit further com 
prises: 

(a) control means for applying and releasing the parking 
brakes of said aircraft; and 

(b) transmitting means for transmitting information to the 
parking brakes of said aircraft; the apparatus further 
comprising: 

5 

15 

20 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

12 
(c) receiving means for receiving information at the park 

ing brakes of said aircraft. 
11. A method for reducing the turnaround time of an air 

craft having the landing system of claim 1 comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) turning off said thrust equipment after landing; 
(b) moving the aircraft to a required location for tum 

around; 
(c) turning on said thrust equipment prior to takeoff; 
characterized by moving said aircraft using at least one 

self-propelled undercarriage Wheel and further charac 
terized by reducing risk from damage to departing 
equipment, arriving equipment, and turnaround equip 
ment from said thrust equipment. 

12. The method of claim 11 Wherein said required location 
is an airport terminal parking space and said thrust equipment 
is turned off immediately after landing. 

13. The method of claim 11 Wherein said required location 
is an airport runWay and said thrust equipment is turned on 
When the aircraft is positioned for takeoff. 

14. The method of claim 11 comprising the additional step, 
before landing of said aircraft, of preparing turnaround equip 
ment close to a parking space for the aircraft. 

15. The method of claim 11 comprising the additional step, 
immediately after the aircraft comes to rest, of positioning 
turnaround equipment With respect to the aircraft. 

16. The method of claim 11 comprising the additional step, 
after the aircraft comes to rest, of unloading all arriving equip 
ment. 

17. The method of claim 11 comprising the additional step, 
before an aircraft leaves a gate, of loading departing equip 
ment onto said aircraft. 

18. The method of claim 11 comprising the additional step, 
before an airport leaves a gate, of removing turnaround equip 
ment from proximity to the aircraft. 

19. The method of claim 11 Wherein said aircraft is moved 
to said runWay using at least one self-propelled undercarriage 
Wheel, immediately after departing equipment has been 
loaded and/or turnaround equipment has been removed. 

20. The method of claim 11 for enhancing communications 
on airport taxiWays additionally comprising ground person 
nel, characterized by said personnel not having ear-protecting 
equipment and further characterized by facilitated communi 
cation betWeen said personnel. 

21. The landing system of claim 1 for facilitating voice 
communication betWeen persons outside an aircraft on taxi 
Ways and persons inside an aircraft, said external control unit 
additionally comprising: 

(a) voice sensing means; 
(b) transmitting means for transmitting voice information 

to persons in said aircraft; 
(c) receiving means for receiving voice information from 

persons in said aircraft; and 
(d) amplifying means for enabling said voice information 

to be heard. 


