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METHOD OF MEASURING THE 
PERFORMANCE OF A PROSTHETIC FOOT 

This application is a continuation of US. application Ser. 
No. 11/184,011, ?led Sep. 20, 2004, Which is a continuation 
in-part ofU.S. application Ser. No. 10/944,436, ?led Sep. 17, 
2004, now US. Pat. No. 7,347,877. US. application Ser. No. 
11/184,011 also claims priority to US. Provisional Patent 
Application No. 60/575,142, ?led May 28, 2004, and US. 
Provisional Patent Application No. 60/ 5 90,717, ?led Jul. 23, 
2004. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present embodiments generally relate to prosthetic 

feet, and more particularly, to methods of measuring the 
performance of prosthetic feet. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Methods for measuring the performance of prosthetic feet 

are knoWn in the art. Conventional methods include compar 
ing the gait characteristics of different prosthetic foot designs, 
as Well as comparing the gait characteristic of a prosthetic 
foot With the natural gait of a human foot. HoWever, it is often 
dif?cult to illustrate the performance of prosthetic foot 
designs based on said methods, or to provide a user With a 
simple and easy to understand performance comparison of 
prosthetic foot designs. Accordingly, a need exists for a sim 
pler, easier to understand method for measuring and illustrat 
ing the performance of a prosthetic foot. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With one embodiment disclosed herein, a 
method of measuring the performance of a prosthetic foot is 
provided. The method comprises the steps of obtaining a 
pressure distribution of a prosthetic foot measured as the foot 
is in motion and determining Whether the pressure distribu 
tion falls Within a preselected range of performance values for 
the prosthetic foot. 

In accordance With another embodiment, a method for 
designing a prosthetic foot is provided. The method com 
prises obtaining a pressure distribution of at least a portion of 
a prosthetic foot that is in motion and designing the prosthetic 
foot to approximate a desired pressure distribution corre 
sponding to a preselected range of rollover performance val 
ues. 

In accordance With still another embodiment, a method for 
illustrating the performance of a prosthetic foot is provided. 
The method comprises obtaining a pressure distribution of a 
prosthetic foot While it’s in motion and displaying the pres 
sure distribution on an image of the prosthetic foot to dem 
onstrate the performance of the foot. 

In yet another embodiment, a method of comparing the 
performance of prosthetic feet is provided. The method com 
prises obtaining a pressure distribution of a ?rst prosthetic 
foot, Where the pressure distribution de?nes a ?rst trajectory. 
The method also comprises obtaining a pressure distribution 
of a second prosthetic foot, Where the pressure distribution 
de?nes a second trajectory. The method also comprises com 
paring the ?rst and second trajectories and determining Which 
of said ?rst and second prosthetic feet has a superior perfor 
mance based on said comparison. 

In still another embodiment, a method of comparing the 
performance of a prosthetic foot and a human foot is pro 
vided. The method comprises obtaining a pressure distribu 
tion of a human foot, the pressure distribution de?ning a ?rst 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
trajectory. The method additionally comprises obtaining a 
pressure distribution of a prosthetic foot, the pressure distri 
bution de?ning a second trajectory. The method also com 
prises comparing the ?rst and second trajectories and deter 
mining a performance rating for the prosthetic foot based on 
said comparison. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic of a system for measuring the per 
formance of a prosthetic foot. 

FIG. 2 is a side vieW of a prosthetic foot moving over a 
surface used to measure the performance of the prosthetic 
foot. 

FIG. 3 is an image of a prosthetic foot and a pressure 
distribution of the foot. 

FIG. 4 is another image of a prosthetic foot. 
FIG. 5 is an image of tWo prosthetic foot designs and their 

corresponding pressure distributions. 
FIG. 6 is an image of a prosthetic foot and a human foot, 

and their corresponding pressure distributions. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100 for measuring the perfor 
mance of a prosthetic foot or other leg support device. In one 
embodiment, the system 100 can be used to measure the 
performance of an orthotic device disposed on a human foot, 
such as a foot or ankle brace. In still another embodiment, the 
system 100 can be used to measure the performance of a 
prosthetic knee. Accordingly, the scope of the invention 
herein disclosed should not be limited by the particular dis 
closed embodiments described beloW. Moreover, the embodi 
ments beloW are not limited to prosthetic feet but can be 
applied to other leg support devices, including orthotic 
devices. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, The system 100 preferably comprises 

a surface 10, Wherein the surface 10 includes a plurality of 
sensors 12 con?gured to sense a force exerted thereon by the 
prosthetic foot. The sensors 12 communicate With a computer 
20, Which obtains the sensed forces from the sensors 12. In 
one preferred system, the surface 10 comprises a Footscan® 
plate and the computer 20 comprises a Footscan® 3D box, 
both by RS Scan International of Belgium. HoWever, the 
system 100 can comprise any combination of components 
capable of obtaining the pressure distribution of a prosthetic 
foot or other leg support device, as discussed beloW. Another 
such system is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 6,505,522, issued on 
Jan. 14, 2003 to Wilssens, the contents of Which are hereby 
incorporated by reference in their entirety and should be 
considered a part of this speci?cation. 

In a preferred embodiment, the surface 10 comprises a 
plank 10 upon Which a prosthetic foot 200 is placed to obtain 
the pressure distribution of the prosthetic foot 200, as shoWn 
in FIG. 2. In the illustrated embodiment, the prosthetic foot 
200 is an ElationTM foot by Ossur of Iceland. Preferably, the 
prosthetic foot 200 is moved over the plank 10 to obtain the 
pressure distribution While the prosthetic foot 200 is in 
motion. For example, a user Wearing the prosthetic foot 200 
can move over the plank 10 in a posterior-anterior fashion 
betWeen a heel-strike and a toe-off position of the prosthetic 
foot 200. As used herein, posterior refers to the rearportion or 
back of the prosthetic foot 200 and anterior refers to the 
forWard portion of front of the prosthetic foot 200. The pos 
terior-anterior motion of the prosthetic foot 200 during use is 
also knoWn as the rollover of the prosthetic foot 200. 
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Continuing With FIG. 2, in one embodiment the user can 
move over the plank 10 using a substantially normal Walking 
stride. In another embodiment, the user can move over the 
plank 10 using a running or jogging stride. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the prosthetic foot 200 is shoWn during a toe-off 
position on the plank 10. One of ordinary skill in the art Will 
recognize that the prosthetic foot 200 illustrated in FIG. 2 
depicts one prosthetic foot design and that the embodiments 
disclosed herein are not limited to the prosthetic foot designs 
disclosed. 

With reference to FIGS. 1-3, the computer 20 preferably 
collects the force data from the sensors 12 and calculates a 
corresponding pressure exerted by the prosthetic foot 200 at 
each of the sensors 12 via a suitable software program. The 
pressure corresponds to the force exerted by the prosthetic 
foot 200 on one of the sensors 12 over an area of the foot 200 

disposed over said sensor 12. Accordingly, the center of pres 
sure corresponds to a geometric indication of the pressure 
exerted over said area. For example, Where the prosthetic foot 
200 exerts a uniform force over the area disposed on the 
sensor 12, the center of pressure Would be the geometric 
center of the area. HoWever, Where the exerted force is greater 
on a ?rst portion of the area than a second portion of the area, 
the center of pres sure Would instead be disposed closer to said 
?rst portion, not at the geometric center of the area. The center 
of pressure values obtained during the motion of the pros 
thetic foot 200 over the surface 10 collectively de?ne a pres 
sure distribution of the foot. 

In one embodiment, the computer 20 preferably generates 
an image of the pressure distribution using said softWare. In 
one embodiment, the image is a static image, such as a pho 
tograph. In another embodiment, the image is a dynamic 
image shoWing the progression of the center of pressure of the 
prosthetic foot 200 as the prosthetic foot 200 moves over the 
surface 10. 
As shoWn in FIG. 3, the pressure distribution comprises a 

trajectory of the center of pressure of the prosthetic foot 200 
during the posterior-anterior motion or rollover of the pros 
thetic foot 200. In one embodiment the computer 20 displays 
the pressure distribution and includes an image of the pros 
thetic foot 200, such as an image of a sole 210 of the prosthetic 
foot 200, as shoWn in FIG. 3. In the illustrated embodiment, 
the prosthetic foot 200 is a left foot model of the LP Vari 
Flex® by Ossur, as described in Us. patent application Ser. 
No. 10/642,125, ?led Aug. 15, 2003, Which is hereby incor 
porated by reference in its entirety and should be considered 
a part of this speci?cation. HoWever, as discussed above, an 
image of the right foot model, and its associated pressure 
distribution, can also be displayed, as desired by the user. In 
another embodiment, the force or pressure distribution data 
collected by the computer 20 can be transferred to a separate 
device and used to generate the image of the pressure distri 
bution and/ or prosthetic foot 200. 
As shoWn in FIG. 3, in one embodiment the image of the 

sole 210 also illustrates the degree of pressure exerted by the 
prosthetic foot 200 at different locations of the sole 210 
during the posterior-anterior motion. For example, the pres 
sure level can be illustrated using a spectrum of color With 
areas of loWer pressure indicated With one shade or pattern, 
and areas of a higher pressure indicated With another shade or 
pattern. In the illustrated embodiment, a loWer pressure is 
illustrated by a lighter color, such as green, along a periphery 
222 of a posterior end 220 of the prosthetic foot 200. In 
contrast, a higher pressure is illustrated by a darker color, such 
as a red, at a central portion 224 of the posterior end 220. 
LikeWise, in the illustrated embodiment, areas of loWer pres 
sure are shoWn at a periphery 232 of an anterior end 230 of the 
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4 
prosthetic foot 200, Whereas areas of higher pressure are 
illustrated at a central portion 234 of the anterior end 230. 
Though the image of the prosthetic foot 200 in FIG. 3 uses the 
colors green, red and yelloW to illustrate areas of different 
pressure, any color shade or pattern can be used to illustrate 
said pres sures differences. 
As one of ordinary skill in the art Will recogniZe, measure 

ment of the pressure distribution of the prosthetic foot 200 is 
not limited to the use of the system 100 described above and 
shoWn in FIG. 1. In another embodiment, the pressure distri 
bution can be obtained from sensors (not shoWn) disposed on 
the prosthetic foot 200. In one embodiment, said sensors are 
con?gured to communicate a force exerted by the prosthetic 
foot 200 during motion to a central processing unit (not 
shoWn). The pressure distribution can then be generated as 
described above. In another embodiment, said sensors collect 
said pressure distribution data, Which may later be used to 
generate an image of the pressure distribution of the pros 
thetic foot 200. The sensors 12 can comprise any suitable 
structure con?gured to sense a force applied by the prosthetic 
foot 200 during motion. For example, in one embodiment the 
sensors 12 can comprise sensing strips or sensing areas. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, the pressure dis 
tribution comprises a plurality of dots 300, or pressure points, 
extending betWeen the posterior end 220 and the anterior end 
230 of the prosthetic foot 200. In one embodiment, the pos 
terior end 220 corresponds to a heel section of the prosthetic 
foot 200 and the anterior end 230 corresponds to a toe section 
of the prosthetic foot 200. 

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, each of the plurality of 
dots 300, Which together de?ne the pressure distribution, 
corresponds to a force reading sensed by the sensors 12 (i.e., 
a pressure point). Accordingly, each of the dots 300 corre 
sponds to a reading of the sensors 12. Additionally, the pres 
sure distribution illustrates the performance of the prosthetic 
foot 200. In one embodiment, the performance is de?ned by 
the spacing betWeen the dots 300, Which represents the gen 
eral speed of the posterior-anterior motion or rollover of the 
prosthetic foot 200. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the dots 300 are 
generally close to each other in a ?rst portion 310 of the 
pressure distribution of the foot 200, Which represents a 
sloWer posterior-anterior motion or rollover of the prosthetic 
foot 200 in the ?rst portion 310. In contrast, the dots 300 are 
generally further apart in a second portion 320 of the pressure 
distribution, Which represents a faster rollover of the pros 
thetic foot 200 in the second portion 320. 
One of ordinary skill in the art Will recogniZe that the 

number of dots 300 in the pressure distribution for the pros 
thetic foot 200, eg in FIG. 3, depends on the measurement 
frequency of the system 100 and the amount of time the 
prosthetic foot 200 is in contact With the surface 10. For 
example, if the measurement frequency of the system 100 is 
approximately 120 HZ, and the average contact time for the 
prosthetic foot 200 during a Walking motion is betWeen about 
0.65 and about 0.75 seconds, then the pressure distribution 
Would include betWeen about seventy-eight and about ninety 
pressure points or dots 300. In contrast, if the measurement 
frequency of the system 100 is approximately 350 HZ and the 
average contact time for the prosthetic foot 200 remains the 
same, the pressure distribution Would include betWeen about 
227 and about 262 dots 300. Preferably, the measurement 
frequency of the system 100 if betWeen about 20 and about 
1000 HZ. More preferably, the measurement frequency of the 
system 100 is betWeen about 50 and about 500 HZ. 
With continuing reference to FIG. 3, the spacing betWeen 

the dots 300 can also illustrate hoW smooth the rollover of the 
prosthetic foot 200 is. Preferably, for substantial rollover 
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smoothness, the dots 300 at the posterior end 220, or heel 
section of the foot 200, are generally close together, illustrat 
ing the absorption of energy during heel strike. The dots 300 
then preferably groW generally further apart as the prosthetic 
foot 200 moves anteriorly, illustrating a more rapid posterior 
anterior motion of the prosthetic foot 200 and energy return at 
toe-off. In one embodiment, the dots 300 at the energy return 
stage are betWeen about 10% to about 200% further apart than 
at the energy absorption stage. In another embodiment, the 
dots 300 are betWeen about 50% and about 100% further apart 
than at the energy absorption stage. In still another embodi 
ment, the dots 300 are betWeen about 10% and about 50% 
further apart than at the energy absorption stage. Preferably, 
over the entire rollover of the foot 200, the spacing betWeen 
substantially every set of tWo dots does not vary by more than 
betWeen about 10% and about 300%, and more preferably 
betWeen about 50% and about 200%, from the spacing 
betWeen another set of tWo dots. In another embodiment, the 
spacing betWeen substantially every set of tWo dots does not 
vary by more than betWeen about 10% and about 200% from 
an average spacing betWeen the dots 300, over the entire 
rollover of the prosthetic foot 200. A substantially smooth 
rollover alloWs for su?icient compression of the posterior end 
220 to store energy, Which Will be returned during toe-off at 
the anterior end 230 of the prosthetic foot 200. Said storage 
and return of energy may vary betWeen different prosthetic 
foot designs, as Well as betWeen users. 

With continuing reference to FIG. 3, the spacing betWeen 
the dots 300 can also illustrate the degree of dorsi-?exion and 
plantar ?exion of the prosthetic foot 200 during rollover. For 
example, if the prosthetic foot 200 provides signi?cant resis 
tance to rollover during dorsi-?exion, the dots 300 Will appear 
substantially concentrated and may in some cases be shoWn to 
move posteriorly before moving anteriorly. Likewise, the 
more signi?cant the resistance to rollover is during plantar 
?exion of the prosthetic foot 200, the generally closer the dots 
300 are, Which may even move posteriorly as described 
above, illustrating an interruption in the progression of roll 
over. As illustrated in FIG. 5 With respect to a metatarsal or 
forefoot region 240 of the prosthetic foot 200, such a resis 
tance or interruption in rollover is exhibited as a discontinuity 
or kink 330 in the trajectory of the pressure distribution. Such 
signi?cant resistance to rollover can result in added strain on 
a user’s knee, creating a hyper-extension momentum on the 
knee and requiring the user to exert additional muscle force to 
complete the rollover of the foot 200. On the other hand, very 
little resistance to rollover When the forefoot region 240 
touches the surface 10, Which is exhibited by relatively larger 
spacing betWeen the dots 300, may result in buckling of the 
knee, creating a ?exion moment on the knee. Thus, in one 
embodiment, this system can be used to design a foot Without 
such kinks 330 (e. g., substantially every dot is disposed ante 
rior to the previous dot), or large spacing betWeen the dots 
300. 

In another embodiment, the performance of the prosthetic 
foot 200 is illustrated by the frequency of the dots 300. For 
example, if the pressure distribution has very feW dots 300, 
the rollover of the prosthetic foot 200 is generally fast. In 
contrast, if the pressure distribution has many dots 300, the 
rollover of the prosthetic foot 200 is generally sloW. 

In still another embodiment, illustrated in FIG. 4, the per 
formance of the prosthetic foot 200 is de?ned by the traj ec 
tory of the pressure distribution during the rollover of the 
prosthetic foot 200. The prosthetic foot 200 is a right foot 
model, as described in US. Provisional Patent Application 
No. 60/575,142. Preferably, the trajectory of the center of 
pressure starts generally at the center of the posterior end 220 
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6 
or heel and travels in a substantially straight line through a 
mid-section 250 of the foot 200 until it reaches the forefoot 
region 240 of the foot 200. The trajectory then preferably 
curves medially, or toWard an inner (or medial) edge 260 of 
the prosthetic foot 200 and aWay from an outer (or lateral) 
edge 270 of the foot 200. The trajectory preferably continues 
generally toWard the anterior end 230 of the prosthetic foot 
200. In the illustrated embodiment, Where the prosthetic foot 
200 is a right foot model, the inner edge 260 ofthe foot 200 is 
the left-hand side edge, so that a medial progression of the 
pressure distribution corresponds to a trajectory that curves 
left. The lateral portion of the foot 200 is on the outer edge 270 
of the foot 200 and corresponds to the right-hand side edge in 
a right foot model. Similarly, in an embodiment Where the 
prosthetic foot 200 is a left foot model, the inner edge 260 is 
the right-hand side edge of the foot 200 and the outer edge 270 
is the left-hand side edge. Accordingly, for a left foot model, 
medial progression of the pressure distribution corresponds 
to a trajectory that curves right. In one embodiment, the 
trajectory of the pressure distribution curves medially and 
continues toWard a toe section 280 of the anterior end 230, 
corresponding generally to the location of a ?rst and second 
toes on a human foot. 

With reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, a reference line 290 may 
be used to illustrate the degree of medial-lateral motion of the 
pressure distribution as the foot 200 moves from the posterior 
end 220 to the anterior end 230. In one embodiment, the 
reference line 290 can be aligned, e.g., by a user operating the 
computer 20, along a longitudinal center of the foot 200 so 
that generally equal areas of the foot 200 are on either side of 
the reference line 290. In said embodiment, the reference line 
290 thus represents an axis of the foot 200. The degree of 
medial-lateral motion of the foot 200 during rollover can 
therefore be more easily recogniZed and measured (e.g., via 
the deviation of the pressure distribution from the reference 
line 290). In FIG. 3, the pressure distribution has a trajectory 
that is substantially linear and generally coincides With the 
reference line 290, Which illustrates the lack of medial-lateral 
motion of the foot 200 during rollover. HoWever, in another 
embodiment the reference line 290 need not be aligned With 
the longitudinal center of the foot 200, as shoWn in FIG. 4. 
Here, the reference line 290 extends from the posterior end 
220 toWard the inner edge 260 of the foot 200, but the medial 
lateral movement of the pressure distribution is readily rec 
ogniZable. 
The performance of the prosthetic foot 200 can be mea 

sured by comparing the pressure distribution of the prosthetic 
foot 200 to a desired rollover performance. In one embodi 
ment, the desired rollover performance comprises a prese 
lected range of performance values for the prosthetic foot 
200. For example, the preselected range can consist or values 
for the speed of the rollover of the prosthetic foot 200, the 
degree of curvature for the trajectory of the pressure distribu 
tion (e.g., the degree of media-lateral motion), and the 
smoothness of the rollover as de?ned by the spacing of the 
dots 300 and the lack of any kinks 330 (see FIG. 5). In another 
embodiment, the preselected range can consist of perfor 
mance values corresponding to the rollover pro?le of a human 
foot. HoWever, the desired rollover performance can com 
prise other characteristics generally used in measuring the 
performance of a prosthesis. 

In one embodiment, the pressure distribution data obtained 
can be used to design or redesign the prosthetic foot 200. For 
example, the design of the prosthetic foot 200 can be modi?ed 
to approximate a desired pressure distribution or rollover 
pro?le. In one embodiment, the prosthetic foot 200 can be 
designed or redesigned to provide a generally straight roll 
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over trajectory, as shown in FIG. 3. In another embodiment, 
the prosthetic foot 200 can be designed to provide a prosthetic 
foot 200 Whose rollover trajectory curves ?rst laterally and 
then further medially as the foot 200 moves anteriorly, as 
shoWn in FIG. 5. In another embodiment, the prosthetic foot 
200 can be designed to provide sloWer rollover during heel 
strike and toe-off. In still another embodiment, the prosthetic 
foot 200 can be designed to provide faster rollover in betWeen 
heel-strike and toe-off. In yet another embodiment, the pres 
sure distribution data obtained can be used to design the 
prosthetic foot 200 to provide a rollover pro?le that approxi 
mates the rollover pro?le of a human foot (see FIG. 6). In 
another embodiment, the degree of pressure exerted by the 
prosthetic foot 200, as illustrated by the color shades of an 
image of the prosthetic foot 200, can be used to design the 
prosthetic foot 200 to increase or lessen the degree of pressure 
exerted at a location of the sole 210 of the prosthetic foot 200, 
such as at the posterior end 220, the anterior end 230, the 
forefoot 240 or the mid section 250 of the foot 200. In still 
another embodiment, the pressure distribution data can be 
used to design or redesign the prosthetic foot 200 to provide 
a more ?uid rollover betWeen heel-strike and toe-off. Further 
discussion of features used in the design of a prosthetic foot to 
achieve a ?uid rollover can be found in Us. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 10/642,125, ?ledAug. 15, 2003, Which is hereby 
incorporated by reference in its entirety and should be con 
sidered a part of this speci?cation. 
The prosthetic foot 200 canbe designed in any suitable Way 

to achieve the desired preselected range of rollover perfor 
mance values. In one embodiment, a sole 210 of the prosthetic 
foot 200 can be designed to achieve the desired rollover. For 
example, the prosthetic foot 200 can employ different mate 
rials of selected stiffness at preselected locations on the pros 
thetic foot 200, Wherein said materials are selected to guide 
the rollover of the prosthetic foot 200 in a desired manner, 
such as to achieve a more medial-lateral progression of the 
center of pressure of the prosthetic foot 200. In another 
embodiment, the prosthetic foot 200 can comprise a foot 
cover (not shoWn), Wherein the foot cover is designed to 
include different materials of different stiffness at preselected 
locations to guide the rollover of the foot 200. Further dis 
cussion of such foot cover designs and features used in the 
design of prosthetic feet to achieve a desired rollover perfor 
mance can be found in Us. Provisional Patent Application 
No. 60/575,587, ?led May 28, 2004, Which is hereby incor 
porated by reference in its entirety and should be considered 
a part of this speci?cation. 
As discussed above, the pressure distribution of the pros 

thetic foot 200 can be displayed to illustrate the performance 
of the prosthetic foot 200 during the posterior-anterior motion 
or rollover of the foot 200. In a preferred embodiment, the 
pressure distribution is displayed on an image of the pros 
thetic foot 200, as shoWn in FIG. 3. In one embodiment, the 
image of the prosthetic foot 200 includes an image of the sole 
210 of the prosthetic foot 200. 

In another embodiment, the pressure distribution of a sec 
ond prosthetic foot 200' is also illustrated and compared to the 
pressure distribution of the prosthetic foot 200, as shoWn in 
FIG. 5. Preferably, the pressure distribution of the second 
prosthetic foot 200' is displayed on an image of the second 
prosthetic foot 200'. In another embodiment, the pressure 
distribution of the second prosthetic foot 200' can be dis 
played together With the pressure distribution of the pros 
thetic foot 200. In the illustrated embodiment, tWo right foot 
models of the prosthetic feet 200, 200' are compared; the 
prosthetic foot 200 is a Talux® foot by Ossur and the pros 
thetic foot 200' is a Luxon Max model by Otto Bock of 
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8 
Minneapolis, Minn. Alternatively, tWo left foot models, or 
one left foot model and one right foot model, can be com 
pared. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the prosthetic foot 200' exhib 
its a more uniform distribution of dots 300 Without any kinks, 
as discussed above. 

In still another embodiment, the pressure distribution of a 
prosthetic foot 200 is compared to a pressure distribution of a 
human foot 400, as shoWn in FIG. 6. Preferably, the pressure 
distribution of the human foot 400 is displayed on an image of 
the human foot 400. In another embodiment, the pressure 
distribution of the human foot 400 can be displayed together 
With the pres sure distribution of the prosthetic foot 200. In the 
illustrated embodiment, the image of the human foot 400 
(seen on the left hand side in FIG. 6) is that of a left foot, 
Whereas the image of the prosthetic foot 200 (seen on the right 
hand side in FIG. 6) is that of a right foot model of the foot 
design described in Us. Provisional Patent Application No. 
60/575,142. Alternatively, the human foot 400 can be a right 
foot and the prosthetic foot 200 can be a left foot model, or 
both can be right feet or left feet. 

The pressure distributions generated as discussed above 
can be used to compare the performance of different pros 
thetic foot designs 200, 200', as shoWn in FIG. 5. Said com 
parison can be used in advertisements or other publications to 
illustrate the difference in performance betWeen the pros 
thetic foot designs 200, 200'. For example, the pressure dis 
tribution trajectory for each of the designs 200, 200' can be 
generated or obtained and compared With each other, as 
shoWn in FIG. 5. In one embodiment, said comparison can be 
displayed as discussed above to illustrate the difference in 
performance of the prosthetic foot designs 200, 200' relative 
to each other. A user can then determine, based on said com 
parison, Which of the designs 200, 200' has a superior perfor 
mance. For example, the user can compare the pressure dis 
tribution trajectories for the prosthetic foot designs 200, 200' 
to determine Which design has the better medial-lateral 
motion. Additionally, the user can compare the distance or 
spacing betWeen the dots 300, 300', or pressure points, of the 
pressure distribution trajectories for the prosthetic foot 
designs 200, 200' to determine Which design provides the 
smoother rollover. Also, the user can compare the frequency 
of the dots 300, 300' of the pressure trajectories for the pros 
thetic foot designs 200, 200' to determine Which design has 
the faster rollover. 

In another embodiment, the pressure distribution gener 
ated as discussed above can be used to compare the perfor 
mance of a prosthetic foot relative to a human foot. For 
example, the pressure distribution trajectory for the prosthetic 
foot 200 can be generated or obtained and compared With the 
pressure distribution for the human foot 400, as shoWn in FIG. 
6. In one embodiment, said comparison can be displayed as 
discussed above to illustrate the performance of the prosthetic 
foot 200 relative to the human foot 400. A user can then 
determine, based on said comparison, the performance of the 
prosthetic foot 200 relative to the human foot 400. For 
example, the user can determine hoW closely the medial 
lateral motion of the prosthetic foot 200 approximates the 
medial-lateral motion of the human foot 400. Additionally, 
the user can determine hoW closely the posterior-anterior 
motion of the prosthetic foot 200 approximates the posterior 
anterior motion of the human foot 400. Also, the user can 
compare the smoothness or quickness of the rollover in the 
manner discussed above. Additionally, the prosthetic foot 200 
could be assigned a performance rating based on the perfor 
mance of the prosthetic foot 200 relative to the rollover pro?le 
ofthe human foot 400. 
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All of these aspects are intended to be Within the scope of 
the invention herein disclosed. These and other aspects of the 
present invention Will become readily apparent to those 
skilled in the art from the appended claims and from the 
preceding detailed description of the preferred embodiments 
having reference to the attached ?gures, the invention not 
being limited to any particular preferred embodiment(s) dis 
closed. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of measuring prosthetic foot gait characteris 

tics, comprising: 
obtaining a pressure distribution of a prosthetic foot during 

motion of the prosthetic foot, Wherein the pressure dis 
tribution comprises a trajectory of center of pressure 
values obtained during rollover of the prosthetic foot ; 
and 

storing the pressure distribution of the prosthetic foot in a 
storage medium. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein the pres sure distribution 
is measured using a surface incorporating a plurality of sen 
sors, Wherein the prosthetic foot moves over the surface, said 
sensors sensing a force exerted by at least a portion of the 
prosthetic foot on the surface, the sensors communicating 
said sensed force to a computer. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprises displaying the 
stored pressure distribution as an image through an output 
device. 

4. The method of claim 3, Wherein the image comprises an 
image of a sole of the prosthetic foot and the pressure distri 
bution. 

5. The method of claim 4, further comprises displaying a 
second pressure distribution of a second prosthetic foot as a 
second image. 

6. The method of claim 5, Wherein the second image com 
prises an image of a sole of the second prosthetic foot and the 
second pressure distribution. 

7. The method of claim 3, further comprises displaying a 
second pressure distribution of a human foot. 

8. The method of claim 7, Wherein the pres sure distribution 
of the human foot is displayed on an image of the human foot. 

9. The method of claim 3, Wherein displaying the pressure 
distribution includes displaying a trajectory of the pressure 
distribution, Wherein the smoothness of the trajectory dem 
onstrates the performance of the prosthetic foot. 

10. The method of claim 3, Wherein displaying the pres sure 
distribution includes displaying a plurality of pressure points, 
Wherein the frequency of the pres sure points demonstrates the 
performance of the prosthetic foot. 

11. The method of claim 3, Wherein displaying the pres sure 
distribution includes displaying a plurality of pressure points, 
Wherein the spacing of the pressure points demonstrates the 
performance of the prosthetic foot. 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

10 
12. The method of claim 1, Wherein the stored pressure 

distribution approximates a desired pressure distribution cor 
responding to a range of rollover performance values. 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising designing a 
prosthetic foot so that the stored pressure distribution 
approximates a desired pressure distribution corresponding 
to a range of rollover performance values. 

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising manufac 
turing a prosthetic foot so that the stored pressure distribution 
approximates a desired pressure distribution corresponding 
to a range of rollover performance values. 

15. The method of claim 1, Wherein the obtaining the 
pressure distribution further comprises generating a center of 
pressure pro?le. 

16. The method of claim 1, Wherein the stored pressure 
distribution substantially approximates a rollover of a natural 
human foot. 

17. The method of claim 1, Wherein the stored pressure 
distribution comprises a range of rollover performance values 
comprising a desired range of anterior-posterior motion. 

18. The method of claim 1, Wherein the stored pressure 
distribution comprises a range of rollover performance values 
comprising a desired range of medial-lateral motion. 

19. The method of claim 1, comprising obtaining a fre 
quency of pressure points in the pressure distribution. 

20. The method of claim 1, Wherein the stored pressure 
distribution comprises a range of rollover performance values 
de?ned by a smoothness of a trajectory of the pressure distri 
bution. 

21. A method of measuring a prosthetic foot, comprising: 
obtaining a pressure distribution of a prosthetic foot during 

motion of the prosthetic foot, Wherein the pressure dis 
tribution comprises a trajectory of center of pressure 
values obtained during rollover of the prosthetic foot, 
and 

redesigning or modifying the prosthetic foot for a user of 
the prosthetic foot based on the pressure distribution. 

22. The method of claim 21, Wherein the redesigning or 
modifying of the prosthetic foot is further based on compar 
ing the pressure distribution to a desired pressure distribution 
stored in a storage medium. 

23. The method of claim 21, Wherein the redesigning or 
modifying the prosthetic foot is performed during manufac 
turing of the prosthetic foot. 

24. The method of claim 2, Wherein the surface incorpo 
rating a plurality of sensors is decoupled from the prosthetic 
foot. 

25. The method of claim 23, Wherein the redesigning or 
modifying of the prosthetic foot is further based on compar 
ing the pressure distribution to a desired pressure distribution 
stored in a storage medium. 

* * * * * 


