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TWO-STEP BAIL APPARATUSES AND 
METHODS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The subject matter disclosed herein relates generally to bail 
apparatuses and methods for using a bail to control a poWer 
machine. More speci?cally, the subject matter disclosed 
herein relates to tWo-step bail apparatuses and methods of 
controlling control components of poWer machines, such as a 
blade brake clutch on a moWing machine, using a tWo-step 
bail. 

BACKGROUND 

PoWer machines, particularly Walk-behind poWer 
machines, often employ an operator control handle or bail to 
actively control a component of the poWer machine. In addi 
tion to providing a means of controlling the poWer machine, 
the bail is often employed to enforce operator presence for 
safety reasons. For example, it is a requirement for Walk 
behind poWer moWing machines to have a “dead man” con 

trol, Which generally includes a spring-biased bail Which can 
be grasped by the operator during normal operation of the 
machine to enable the motor of the machine. If the bail is 
thereafter released, the machine action is rapidly terminated 
for reasons of safety. In the case of a “dead man” control on a 

laWn moWer, the engine and the rotating blade are both rap 
idly stopped When the operator releases the bail. 
More recently, blade brake clutch (BBC) control appara 

tuses have been employed to enforce operator presence While 
using laWn moWers. A BBC control alloWs the rotating cut 
ting blade to be stopped and engine to remain enabled When 
the operator releases the bail controlling the BBC. When the 
bail is moved to the engaged position, the BBC control acti 
vates the clutch Whereby the cutting blade is engaged. When 
the bail is released by the operator, the BBC control disen 
gages the clutch and the brake mechanism is applied to stop 
rotation of the blade. This action prevents the blade from free 
spinning to a stop, in Which an injury could occur to the user 
While the blade sloWs from an extremely high velocity of 
rotation. 

It is noW a requirement that bails on Walk-behind laWn 
moWers designed to enforcing operator presence comprise a 
tWo-step apparatus such that a user must perform a tWo-step 
process before the blade can be engaged for rotation. Thus, a 
tWo-step bail apparatus for a laWn moWer Would provide for 
operator control of the moWing machine as Well as conform to 
safety regulations. 

SUMMARY 

According to the present disclosure, novel tWo-step bail 
apparatuses and methods are provided for controlling a poWer 
machine, such as a moWing machine. 

It is therefore an object of the present disclosure to provide 
novel apparatuses and methods for controlling a control com 
ponent of a moWing machine or other poWer machine via a 
tWo-step bail apparatus. An object having been stated here 
inabove, and Which is achieved in Whole or in part by the 
subject matter disclosed herein, other objects Will become 
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2 
evident as the description proceeds When taken in connection 
With the accompanying draWings as best described hereinbe 
loW. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A full and enabling disclosure of the present subject matter 
including the best mode thereof to one of ordinary skill in the 
art is set forth more particularly in the remainder of the 
speci?cation, including reference to the accompanying ?g 
ures in Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective vieW of a laWn moWer 
having a tWo-step bail apparatus provided in accordance With 
the subject matter disclosed herein; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a partial perspective vieW of a laWn 
moWer having a tWo-step bail apparatus in accordance With 
the subject matter disclosed herein; 

FIG. 3A illustrates a cross-sectional side vieW of the tWo 
step bail apparatus according to FIG. 2 in a disengaged posi 
tion; 

FIG. 3B illustrates a cross-sectional side vieW of the tWo 
step bail apparatus according to FIG. 2 in an intermediate 
position; and 

FIG. 3C illustrates a cross-sectional side vieW of the tWo 
step bail apparatus according to FIG. 2 in an engaged posi 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Reference Will noW be made in detail to presently preferred 
embodiments of the present subject matter, one or more 
examples of Which are shoWn in the ?gures. Each example is 
provided to explain the subject matter and not as a limitation. 
In fact, features illustrated or described as part of one embodi 
ment can be used in another embodiment to yield still a 
further embodiment. It is intended that the present subject 
matter cover such modi?cations and variations. 

Referring noW to FIG. 1, a laWn moWing machine generally 
designated LM is illustrated by Way of example. LaWnmoWer 
LM can comprise any suitable con?guration generally knoWn 
to persons skilled in the art or later developed. In one aspect, 
laWnmoWer LM can comprise a housing such as a moWer 
deck MD, Which can include a front portion, a rear portion, an 
upper exterior portion, and a loWer, interior portion. A handle 
generally designated H can be coupled to the rear portion of 
moWer deck MD by any suitable means, and can extend 
upWardly therefrom at an angle appropriate for comfortable 
grasping and manipulation by an operator. Handle H provides 
an area to be gripped by an operator and can include a proxi 
mal end section, generally designated 12, Which can be the 
section farthest aWay from the main operational components 
of laWnmoWer LM, such as prime mover or motor M. In one 
aspect, handle H can be generally U-shaped comprising ?rst 
and second spaced-apart legs 16A and 16B, respectively, 
attached to the proximal end section 12. The different types, 
structures, and functions of components of laWnmoWer LM in 
addition to those described above are knoWn to persons 
skilled in the art, and therefore are not further described. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1, laWnmoWer LM can include a bail 

generally designated B, or operator presence control, Which 
can be pivotably coupled or attached to handle H at a suitable 
pivot axis PA that can comprise an axle, pin, bolt, doWel, or 
the like. Bail B can be disposed at or near proximal end 
section 12 of handle H (i.e., the portion of handle H proximate 
to an operator in the course of typical use of laWnmoWer LM) 
to facilitate manipulation by an operator Bail B can commu 
nicate With a machine control component, Wherein the 
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machine control component can comprise an engine, trans 
mission, blade brake clutch control or the like as appreciated 
by those skilled in the art. Bail B can communicate With a 
machine control component through a linking member or 
control cable CC. Control cable CC can be any suitable elon 
gate component, of cable or non-cable material, that can be 
either ?exible or ridged and capable of transferring a force or 
actuation by translation and/or a change in tension. A non 
limiting example of control cable CC is a cable, at least a 
portion of Which is typically encased and extends through a 
coaxial sheath. 
As appreciated by persons skilled in the art, bail B in 

general is a safety feature that is typically movable betWeen 
tWo positions, ON and OFF, and typically is biased toWards 
the OFF position. When an operator is operating or manipu 
lating laWnmoWer LM in an intended matter, such as by 
properly gripping the proximal end section 12 of handle H 
and pulling bail B toWard the proximal end section 12 of 
handle H, bail B is in the ON position (FIG. 3C), and this 
action translates through the length of control cable CC to a 
machine control component (not shoWn). The ON position 
permits activation of a machine control component, for 
example, a cutting element (blade) and/ or transmission. 
When, on the other hand, an operator is not operating or 

manipulating laWnmoWer LM in an intended matter, such as 
by releasing or failing to properly grip bail B, bail B can be in 
the OFF position (FIGS. 1, 2, 3A and 3B). This OFF position 
disables a machine control component. In some aspects and 
as knoWn to those of skill in the art, a biasing mechanism (not 
shoWn) can be employed to bias bail B to the OFF position. 
For example, control cable CC could be biased at some point 
along its length to maintain a force that tends to pull bail B 
aWay from the proximal end section of handle H to the angled 
OFF position (as illustrated in FIG. 1). As another example, a 
biasing force could be applied to a machine control compo 
nent (not shoWn) and transferred through control cable CC to 
yield the same result. 

In accordance With the present subject matter, bail B, as 
illustrated in FIG. 2, can comprise a ?rst base member 50, a 
second base member 52 and a control member 54, Wherein 
?rst base member 50, second base member 52 and control 
member 54 form a tWo-step bail. Accordingly, ?rst base mem 
ber 50 can be pivotably attached to leg 16A of handle H at 
pivot axis PA and second base member 52 can be pivotably 
attached to leg 16B of handle H at pivot axis PA, While control 
member 54, coupled thereto, can be a substantially elongated 
rod shaped or tubular structure substantially spanning the 
distance betWeen spaced-apart legs 16A and 16B of handle H. 
Bail B can also comprise a ?rst biasing member 60 and 
second biasing member 62 positioned Within ?rst base mem 
ber 50 and second base member 52, respectively. 

In another aspect, bail B can comprise ?rst base member 50 
and control member 54 Wherein the operator can operate bail 
B With only one hand. In such an aspect, control member 54 
Would not fully extend betWeen legs 16A and 16B of handle 
H. 

With continuing reference to FIG. 2, control member 54 
can comprise a plurality of tabs 32 and a plurality of proj ec 
tions 34. Tabs 32 and projections 34 can be con?gured to be 
in communication With ?rst and second base members 50, 52. 
Tabs 32 can extend from control member 54 in an orthogonal 
direction or any other suitable direction. Projections 34 can 
form the terminating ends of control member 54 and can be 
generally L-shaped. Tabs 32 and projections 34 can extend in 
substantially the same direction. 

FIGS. 3A-3C illustrate cross-sectional vieWs of the present 
disclosure and as such only shoW the Workings of ?rst base 
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4 
member 50 in relation to leg 16A. To that end, second base 
member 52 and leg 16B are not shoWn but can be con?gured 
to operate in the same manner as described With reference to 
?rst base member 52.As illustrated in FIGS. 3A-3C, ?rst base 
member 50 can be pivotably attached to handle H at a pivot 
axis PA Which can comprise an axle, pin, bolt, doWel, or the 
like, as Would be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the 
art. First base member 50 can comprise an elongated body 
having an interior space acting as a sleeve generally desig 
nated 74 for receiving control member 54. First biasing 
mechanism 60 can be positioned Within sleeve 74. 

Further, ?rst base member 50 can de?ne an upper channel 
generally designated 70 and a loWer channel generally des 
ignated 72. Upper channel 70 can slidingly receive tab 32, 
While loWer channel 72 can slidingly receive projection 34. 
LoWer channel 72 can include a notch generally designated 
36 for lockably receiving projection 34 in a lateral direction. 
A plate 80 can be positioned above and supported by ?rst 
biasing member 60 Within sleeve 74 of ?rst base member 50. 
As an example, ?rst and second biasing members 60, 62 can 
comprise a spring or any other suitable biasing mechanism. 
Control cable CC can attach to ?rst base member 50 at a 
coupling 38, Whereby ?rst base member 50 can be operatively 
linked to actuate a control component of a poWer machine 
such as, for example, actuating a cutting blade CB (FIG. 1) 
attached to laWnmoWer LM. 
As further illustrated in FIGS. 3A-3C, control member 54 

can be substantially L-shaped from a side pro?le or any other 
suitable con?guration. Projections 34 can form the terminat 
ing ends of control member 54. Continuing With reference to 
FIGS. 3A-3C, projection 34 can be disposed in sleeve 74 of 
?rst base member 50, thereby slidably coupling control mem 
ber 54 to ?rst base members 50. Projection 34 can ?t into 
loWer channel 72 of ?rst base member 50, Wherein projection 
34 can permit control member 54 to be slidably coupled to 
?rst base member 50. Projection 34 of control member 54 can 
rest on plate 80, Which can be supported by ?rst biasing 
member 60. Control member 54 can further comprise tab 32, 
Which can extend perpendicular from control member 54 and 
parallel to projection 34 of control member 54. Tab 32 can be 
con?gured to slidably ?t into upper channel 70 of ?rst base 
member 50. 

Bail B is movable betWeen OFF and ON positions. The 
OFF or disengaged position is illustrated in FIG. 3A, Wherein 
?rst base member 50 can be substantially vertical and perpen 
dicular to leg 16A of handle H. Although only ?rst base 
member 50 attached to leg 16A is illustrated in FIGS. 3A, 3B 
and 3C, it Will be understood that both ?rst and second base 
members 50, 52 can be attached to legs 16A and 16B of 
handle H to operate in unison as ?rst and second base mem 
bers 50, 52 can be linked by control member 54. 

Referring to FIG. 3A, in the OFF position, control member 
54 can be biased by ?rst biasing member 60 to a substantially 
elevated position and fully extended Within sleeve 74 of ?rst 
base member 50 in a ?rst extended position. While alloWing 
the terminal end and projection 34 of control member 54 to 
slide Within loWer channel 72 of ?rst base member 50, pro 
jection 34 can also maintain the terminal end of control mem 
ber 54 Within sleeve 74 of ?rst base member 50 by engaging 
the upper mo st portion of loWer channel 72 to effectively limit 
the extension of control member 54. Also, tab 32 can be 
positioned out of upper channel 70 When bail B is in the OFF 
position. 

FIG. 3B illustrates the ?rst step of the tWo-step process of 
engaging bail B to the ONposition in one aspect of the present 
disclosure. Control member 54 can be substantially 
depressed to a second retracted position Within sleeve 74 of 
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?rst base member 50 such that ?rst biasing member 60 can be 
substantially compressed. Accordingly, projection 34 of con 
trol member 54 canbe aligned in notch 36 of loWer channel 72 
for locking therein. Tab 32 can be slidingly received Within 
upper channel 70. The completed ?rst step of the tWo-step 
process as illustrated in FIG. 3B can effectively couple con 
trol member 54 and ?rst base member 50. 

FIG. 3C illustrates the completed second step of the tWo 
step process of engaging bail B, Wherein bail B is in the ON 
or engaged position. Upon completion of the second step, ?rst 
base member 50 and a portion of control member 54 can be 
substantially proximal and parallel to leg 16A in a disengaged 
position. Control member 54 can be L-shaped to be matingly 
received With proximal end section 12 of handle H. More 
particularly, ?rst base member 50 and control member 54, 
noW coupled thereto, can be pivoted at pivot axis PA such that 
?rst base member 50 can be substantially horizontal and 
parallel to leg 16A of handle H in an engaged position and 
L-shaped control member 54 can be proximal to proximal end 
section 12 of handle H. Upon completion of the second step of 
engaging the tWo-step bail, control cable CC can be substan 
tially extended to operatively engage its coupled components 
to achieve a desired function such as, for example, actuating 
cutting blade CB or a blade brake clutch. 

In accordance With the present subject matter, moving bail 
B from the OFF position to the ON position can require an 
operator to perform tWo distinct and sequential steps. 

First, control member 54 can be pushed doWnWard or 
depressed Within sleeve 74 of ?rst and second base members 
50, 52 from a ?rst extended position to a second retracted 
position. In pressing doWn control member 54, ?rst biasing 
member 60 can be compressed, Which can cause projection 
34 of control member 64 to slide doWnWard Within loWer 
channel 72 and into notch 36 While tab 32 can slide doWnWard 
into upper channel 70, as illustrated in FIG. 3B. As a result, 
control member 54 can be coupled to ?rst base member 50 
such that the tWo components can be pivoted as one unit. The 
coupling of control member 54 and ?rst base member 50 can 
be effectively achieved by permitting tab 32 of control mem 
ber 54 to engage upper channel 70 of ?rst base member 50, 
Which can essentially lock ?rst base member 50 and control 
member 54 so that the tWo can be leveraged as one unit. 

The second step can comprise pulling or rotating control 
member 54 and ?rst and second base members 50, 52 rear 
Ward toWards the operator and proximal end section 12 of 
handle H, as shoWn in FIG. 3C, from a disengaged position to 
an engaged position. Proximal end section 12 of handle H can 
have substantially the same shape as control member 54 such 
that the tWo are matingly con?gured to provide ease of use for 
the operator. In pulling bail B rearWard, the base member can 
be pivoted at pivot axis PA such that control cable CC can be 
extended such that control cable CC can perform its desired 
function. Upon completion of the second step, bail B can be in 
the ON position such that for example motor M can be 
engaged as Well as the blade of laWnmoWer LM. Upon the 
operator releasing bail B, control member 54 and ?rst base 
member 50 can rotate aWay at pivot axis PA from proximal 
end section 12 of handle H to the disengaged position. Pro 
jection 34 can release from Within notch 36, Which can 
thereby cause projection 34 and tab 32 to extend upWardly as 
?rst biasing mechanism 60 exerts an upWard force as ?rst 
biasing mechanism 60 decompresses into an uncompressed 
state. Thus, bail B can be in the OFF position, as shoWn in 
FIG. 3A. 

Bail B can be con?gured such that both steps must be 
performed to successfully move bail B to the ON position and 
engage or actuate the control component. The act of pressing 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
control member 54 doWnWard causes the movement of tab 32 
into upper channel 70, Whereby control member 54 and ?rst 
base member 50 can be coupled together. Alternatively, prior 
to the act of pressing doWn control member 54, pulling con 
trol member 54 rearWard does not provide for the pivoting of 
?rst and second base members 50, 62 and thus does not cause 
control cable CC to be extended to actuate the control com 
ponent. 
When an operator is operating or manipulating laWn 

moWer LM in an intended matter, such as by properly grip 
ping handle H and pulling bail B toWard handle H, bail B can 
be in the ON position, and this action can translate through the 
length of control cable CC to a machine control component. 
The ON position permits a machine control component to 
activate, for example, a cutting element or BBC control. 

It Will be understood that various details of the disclosed 
subject matter may be changed Without departing from the 
scope of the disclosed subject matter. Furthermore, the fore 
going description is for the purpose of illustration only, and 
not for the purpose of limitation. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for controlling a Walk-behind moWing 

machine, the apparatus comprising: 
a handle including a ?rst leg and a second leg attached to 

the Walk-behind moWing machine; and 
a tWo-step bail attached to the handle of the Walk-behind 
moWing machine, the bail comprising: 
a base member having an elongated interior space, the 

base member pivotably attached to the ?rst leg of the 
handle of the Walk-behind moWing machine and 
being movable betWeen a disengaged position and an 
engaged position to actuate a cutting blade; 

a control member comprising a substantially elongated 
rod shaped structure extending toWard the second leg 
of the handle of the Walk-behind moWing machine, a 
portion of the control member being located Within 
the interior space, the entire control member being 
moveable in a linear direction With respect to the 
interior space betWeen a ?rst extended position and a 
second retracted position from the interior space, 
Where in the second retracted position the control 
member is coupled With the base member such that 
the portion of the control member slides Within the 
interior space to move the base member in a substan 
tially arcuate direction to the engaged position. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the base member of 
the tWo-step bail is operatively connected to the cutting blade 
through a linking member. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, comprising a biasing 
member positioned Within the interior space of the base mem 
ber for biasing the control member toWard the ?rst extended 
position. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, Wherein the biasing 
member comprises a spring. 

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the control 
member is in a substantially perpendicular position relative to 
the handle When the base member is in the disengaged posi 
tion. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the control 
member is in a substantially parallel position relative to the 
handle When the base member is in the engaged position. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the base 
member is in a substantially perpendicular position relative to 
the handle When in the disengaged position. 

8. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the base 
member is in a substantially parallel position relative to the 
handle When in the engaged position. 
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9. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the control 
member is in the second retracted position When the base 
member is in the engaged position. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 1, comprising a bias 
ing member engaging the base member for biasing the base 
member toWard the disengaged position. 

11. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the portion 
of the control member comprises a tab. 

12. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the base 
member further comprises a plurality of channels Wherein at 
least a portion of the control member is positioned Within at 
least one of the plurality of channels and the interior space. 

13. A tWo-step bail to control a blade brake clutch on a 
Walk-behind moWing machine, the tWo-step bail comprising: 

the tWo-step bail attached to a handle of the Walk-behind 
moWing machine and operatively linked to a blade brake 
clutch, the tWo-step bail comprising: 
a base member having an elongated interior space, the 

base member pivotably attached to a ?rst leg of the 
handle of the Walk-behind moWing machine and 
being moveable betWeen a disengaged position and 
an engaged position to actuate the blade brake clutch; 
and 

a control member comprising a substantially elongated 
rod shaped structure extending toWard a second leg of 
the handle of the Walk-behind moWing machine, a 
portion of the control member is received Within the 
interior space, is the entire control member being 
moveable in a linear direction With respect to the 
interior space betWeen a ?rst extended position and a 
second retracted position from the interior space, 
Where in the second retracted position the control 
member is coupled With the base member such that 
the control member is slidable Within the interior 
space to move the base member to the engaged posi 
tion; 

Wherein the portion of the control member received Within 
the interior space is movable doWnWardly Within the 
interior space and the base member is moved from the 
disengaged position to the engaged position in a sub 
stantially arcuate direction to engage the blade brake 
clutch such that the blade brake clutch activates a cutting 
blade of the moWing machine and further Wherein 
releasing the tWo-step bail disengages the blade brake 
clutch. 

14. The apparatus according to claim 13, Wherein the por 
tion of the control member received Within the interior space 
comprises a tab. 

15. The apparatus according to claim 13, Wherein the base 
member further comprises a plurality of channels Wherein at 
least a portion of the control member is positioned Within at 
least one of the plurality of channels and the interior space. 
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16. A method to control a poWer machine, comprising; 
providing a poWer machine With a tWo-step bail and a 

control component, the tWo-step bail comprising: 
a base member having an elongated interior space the 

base member pivotably attached to a ?rst leg of a 
handle of the poWer machine and being movable 
betWeen a disengaged position and an engaged posi 
tion to actuate a cutting blade; 

a control member attached to and slidably movable on 
the base member, a portion of the control member 
being located Within the interior space, the control 
member comprising a substantially elongated rod 
shaped structure extending toWard a second leg of the 
handle of the poWer machine, the entire control mem 
ber being moveable With respect to the interior space 
betWeen a ?rst extended position and a second 
retracted position from the interior space, Where in the 
second retracted position the control member is 
coupled With the base member such that the control 
member is then movable to move the base member to 
its engaged position; 

moving the entire control member in a linear direction such 
that the portion of the control member is slidably moved 
Within the interior space Whereby the control member 
moves from the ?rst extended position to the second 
retracted position; and 

moving the base member in a substantially arcuate direc 
tion from the disengaged position to the engaged posi 
tion, Whereby the cutting blade of the poWer machine is 
actuated. 

17. The method of claim 16, Wherein the base member is 
substantially vertical and substantially perpendicular to the 
handle of the poWer machine in the disengaged position. 

18. The method of claim 16, Wherein the base member is 
substantially horizontal and parallel to the handle of the 
poWer machine in the engaged position. 

19. The method of claim 16, Wherein the poWer machine is 
a Walk-behind moWing machine. 

20. The method of claim 16, Wherein the base member is 
operatively connected to the cutting blade of the poWer 
machine through a linking member. 

21. The method of claim 16, further comprising biasing the 
tWo-step bail by engaging the base member With a biasing 
member Whereby release of the control member by an opera 
tor results in the base member returning to the disengaged 
position. 

22. The method of claim 21, Wherein the step of biasing 
further comprises biasing the base member toWard the disen 
gaged position With the biasing member. 

23. The method according to claim 16, further comprising 
biasing the control member toWard the ?rst extended position 
With a biasing member engaging the control member. 

* * * * * 


