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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING 
GROUP CALLING IN A WIRELESS 

NETWORK 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to telecommunica 
tions and, more particularly, to providing group calling in a 
cellular Wireless netWork. 

2. Discussion of the RelatedArt 

This section is intended to introduce the reader to various 
aspects of art that may be related to various aspects of the 
present invention, Which are described and claimed beloW. 
This discussion is believed to be helpful in providing the 
reader With background information to facilitate a better 
understanding of the various aspects of the present invention. 
Accordingly, it should be understood that these statements are 
to be read in this light, and not as admissions of prior art. 

One of the paramount challenges facing modern Wireless 
telephone systems is the rapid groWth of consumer demand 
for data services such as Internet access, text messaging, and 
e-mail. In fact, consumers are demanding greater access to 
data-related services than ever before, and this trend is not 
likely to change. For example, in the coming years, consum 
ers Will likely expect their Wireless telephones to provide 
many, if not all, of the communication features currently 
provided by computers (e. g., video conferencing, picture 
mail, etc.). 

Unfortunately, building or upgrading the telecommunica 
tion infrastructure to support groWing consumer demand is 
relatively expensive. As such, much research has been 
invested into determining better and more ef?cient methods 
for transmitting information over existing infrastructure and 
bandWidth. Multicasting is one technique that can be used to 
increase the transmission capability of a telecommunication 
system. In multicasting, one party sends information, such as 
a broadcast program or a group telephone call, to a number of 
recipients at the same time over a single multicast channel. 
For example, sports scores or television programs could be 
multicast to a number of subscribers at once. 

Multicasting Works Well When a large number of group call 
participants or multicast program subscribers are located 
Within a relatively small geographic area, because their tra?ic 
can be transmitted over the single multicast channel. Advan 
tageously all users Within the coverage area are able to receive 
the single copy of the information that is transmitted. HoW 
ever, because the multicast transmission must reach all users 
Within the cell, the data rate of the multicast transmission is 
typically set loW enough to accommodate even the user in the 
Worst radio frequency (“Rf”) conditions. In other Words, the 
multicast transmission is typically sent only as fast as the 
sloWest recipient. When there are a relatively large number of 
users receiving the multicast transmission, any ef?ciency lost 
to this sloWer data rate is typically outWeighed by the band 
Width savings from having the large number of users share the 
single channel. HoWever, When there are relatively feW users, 
due to the potentially sloWer data rate of multicast transmis 
sions, a multicast transmission may actually be less ef?cient 
than using traditional unicast transmissions to communicate 
With each of the group call participants individually. 
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2 
An improved technique for providing group calling Would 

be advantageous. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Certain aspects commensurate in scope With the disclosed 
embodiments are set forth beloW. It should be understood that 
these aspects are presented merely to provide the reader With 
a brief summary of certain aspects the invention might take 
and that these aspects are not intended to limit the scope of the 
invention. Indeed, the invention may encompass a variety of 
aspects that may not be set forth beloW. 

There is provided a system and method for providing group 
calling in a Wireless netWork. More speci?cally, in one 
embodiment, there is provided a method comprising receiv 
ing a request to participate a group call from a mobile device 
located in a Wireless service area, determining Whether a 
threshold number of other mobile devices in the Wireless 
service area are participating in the group call, if the threshold 
number of the other mobile devices are participating in the 
group call, designating the requesting mobile device to 
receive a multicast transmission of the group call, and if the 
threshold number of other mobile devices are not participat 
ing in the group call, designating the requesting mobile 
device to receive a unicast transmission of the group call. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

Advantages of the invention may become apparent upon 
reading the folloWing detailed description and upon reference 
to the draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary Wireless tele 
phone/ data system in accordance With one embodiment; 

FIG. 2 is a How chart illustrating an exemplary technique 
for mobile device registration in accordance With one 
embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a How chart illustrating one exemplary technique 
for establishing a group call in accordance With one embodi 
ment; 

FIG. 4 is How chart illustrating another exemplary tech 
nique for establishing a group call in accordance With one 
embodiment; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a How chart of an exemplary technique for 
providing group calling When a unicast mobile device moves 
into a cell Where the group call is being multicast in accor 
dance With one embodiment; and 

FIG. 6 illustrates a How chart of an exemplary technique for 
providing group calling to a multicast mode mobile device 
that moves into a cell Where the group call is not being 
multicast in accordance With one embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

One or more speci?c embodiments of the present invention 
Will be described beloW. In an effort to provide a concise 
description of these embodiments, not all features of an actual 
implementation are described in the speci?cation. It should 
be appreciated that in the development of any such actual 
implementation, as in any engineering or design project, 
numerous implementation-speci?c decisions should be made 
to achieve the developers’ speci?c goals, such as compliance 
With system-related and business-related constraints, Which 
may vary from one implementation to another. Moreover, it 
should be appreciated that such a development effort might be 
complex and time consuming, but Would nevertheless be a 
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routine undertaking of design, fabrication, and manufacture 
for those of ordinary skill having the bene?t of this disclosure. 

Maximizing the ef?ciency of the air interface in a Wireless 
system is very important, because over-the-air bandwidth is a 
scarce resource. As described above, When a large number of 
group call participants are located Within a small geographic 
area, their traf?c can be e?iciently transmitted by using a 
single multicast channel despite the loWer data rate that may 
accompany the multicast transmission. HoWever, When some 
of the group participants are geographically dispersed so that 
only a small number of them are located Within any single 
Wireless service area, such as a cell, it may become more 
e?icient to use multiple unicast tra?ic channels rather than a 
multicast channel. 

Although in this case, multiple copies of the same infor 
mation may be transmitted to users in the same area, it may 
still be more e?icient than the multicast transmission, 
because the average transmission rate of the unicast channel 
is generally higher than the rate of the multicast channel. This 
is the case because multicast channels typically use more 
transmission resources (e.g., slot usage in a Time Division 
Multiple Acesss (“TDMA”) system such as EvolutioniData 
Optimized (“EVDO”) or poWer/ code usage in Code Division 
Multiple Access (“CDMA”) systems such as Evolutioni 
Data and Voice (“EVDV”) or High Speed DoWnlink Packet 
Access (“HSDPA”)) than the average unicast channel. Con 
sequently, there exists an average number of users per cell for 
Which it becomes more e?icient to use a multicast channel 

(i.e., there is a break even point for multicast transmissions). 
If the number of users is beloW this break even point, it is more 
e?icient to use unicast, Whereas if the number of users is 
above the break even point, multicast is more ef?cient. 

Accordingly, one or more of the embodiments described 
beloW may be directed toWards a system and/or method for 
providing group calling in a Wireless system. More speci? 
cally, one or more of the embodiments described herein may 
be directed toWards a technique for dynamically allocating 
multicast and unicast channel resources for a group call 
depending on the user distribution. In addition, in one 
embodiment, there is also provided a technique for sWitching 
betWeen multicast and unicast modes during a group call. 
Advantageously, the beloW-described techniques may pro 
vide better system-Wide utilization of transmission resources 
(e.g., bandWidth) than can be achieved by static group call 
transmissions. 

Turning noW to the draWings and looking initially at FIG. 1, 
a block diagram of an exemplary Wireless telephone/data 
system in accordance With one embodiment is illustrated and 
generally designated by a reference numeral 10. Those of 
ordinary skill in the art Will appreciate that the Wireless sys 
tem 10, described beloW, illustrates merely one embodiment 
of an exemplary Evolution-Data Optimized (“EV-DO”) Wire 
less telephone/data system 10 con?gured to provide multicast 
transmissions. In alternate embodiments, other suitable EV 
DO con?gurations may be employed in the system 10. More 
over, the techniques described herein may also be employed 
in a variety of other suitable Wireless telephone/data systems 
in addition to EV-DO including, but not limited to HSPDA, 
CDMA 2000, EV-DV, and Wideband CDMA. 

In any given Wireless telephone market, such as a typical 
metropolitan area, the Wireless telephone system 10 may 
include one or more mobile communication devices, such as 
a mobile telephone 12a, a laptop computer 12b, a vehicle 
system 120, and/or other user equipment 12d. The mobile 
devices 12a-12d may be con?gured to encode data received 
from a user and to transmit that data to base stations 14a-b. 
Similarly, the mobile devices 12a-12d may be con?gured to 
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4 
receive data from the base stations 1411-19. In one embodiment, 
the base stations 1411-!) may include one or more antennas, RF 
transceivers, antenna interfaces, and/or controllers. 

The base stations 14-!) may be communicatively coupled to 
a Radio NetWork Controller (“RNC”) 16. The RNC 16 may 
control the allocation and release of speci?c radio resources, 
including call set-up and teardoWn, processing of voice and 
data tra?ic, and hard and soft handoffbetWeen cells, to estab 
lish a connection betWeen the base stations 1411-19 and the 
mobile devices 12a-d. It Will be appreciated that a single RNC 
16 is illustrated in FIG. 1 for exemplary purposes only. As 
such, in alternate embodiments, the system 10 may include 
multiple RNCs 16, each of Which is con?gured to communi 
cate With one or more base stations 1411-19. In one embodi 

ment, the RNC 16 may include a modi?ed version of the 
Flexent Radio NetWork Controller manufactured by Lucent 
Technologies. 
The mobile devices 12a-d may be con?gured to periodi 

cally register With the RNC 16 and identify themselves as 
members of a particular group call. This identi?cation could 
be explicit or implicit (e.g., involve the RNC 16 querying a 
user pro?le database Where group subscription information is 
stored). This registration, Which is described in more detail in 
regard to FIG. 2, may be triggered by a variety of suitable 
conditions, including, but not limited to, a change in geo 
graphic location, crossing a cell boundary or other de?ned 
boundary, the expiration of timer, and/ or a directive from the 
RNC 16 or other component in the system 10. Registration 
could be enabled for all mobiles or localized to the mobiles 
that are alloWed to receive a particular type of content. In 
another embodiment, the mobile devices 12a-d may be con 
?gured to only perform a single registration at the time When 
the call is started. 
Amongst other things, the registration provides the RNC 

16 With location information about the registering mobile 
device (e.g., mobile device 1211 is in cell 001). The RNC 16 
may be con?gured to store this location information. Alter 
natively, in another embodiment, the RNC 16 may use 
responses to paging or to a particular signaling message 
related to an invitation to join a group call as means of iden 
tifying user location. In still another embodiment, the RNC 
16 may be con?gured to use the global positioning system or 
another suitable location identifying system. Moreover, in yet 
another alternate embodiment, another component of the sys 
tem 10 besides the RNC 16 is con?gured to determine and/or 
store the location information. 
The RNC 16 may be coupled to one or more components of 

a radio access netWork (“RAN”) 18. In various embodiments, 
the RAN 18 may include a packet control function system, a 
mobile sWitching center, and/or other systems to relay tele 
phone calls or data betWeen the RNC 16 and a router 20 and 
a multicaster 22. The router 22 may be con?gured to route 
packetized data betWeen the RAN 18 and an IP netWork 24, 
such as the Internet. In CDMA2000/EV-DO embodiments, 
the router 20 may include a packet data serving node 
(“PDSN”); Whereas in HSDPA embodiments, the router 20 
may include a GateWay GPRS Support Node (“GGSN”). In 
still other embodiments, the router 20 may include other 
suitable components. 
The multicaster 22 alloWs the tra?ic destined to be multi 

cast to bypass the router 20 and, thus, reduces the amount of 
duplicate tra?ic content Within the system 10. More speci? 
cally, the multicaster 22 may be con?gured to receive a single 
copy of information to be distributed via a multicast trans 
mission and to forWard this information to the one or more 
RNCs 16 that Will transmit the particular multicast. In some 
embodiments, hoWever, the multicaster 22 may be omitted 
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from the system 1 0. In these embodiments, the traf?c that is to 
be multicast may be transmitted to all of the RNCs 16 via the 
router 20. Further, the tra?ic that is to be multicast may be 
transmitted to all of the RNCs 16 via the router 20 in embodi 
ments Where the router 20 and the multicaster 22 are inte 
grated into a single unit. 

Lastly, the system 10 may also include an application 
server 26, Which is con?gured to support or provide various 
data or information services to the mobile devices 12a-d. As 
those of ordinary skill in the art Will appreciate, the applica 
tion server 26 may be con?gured to provide any one of a 
number of suitable services, such as video programming, text 
messaging, data services, voice services, intemet/Web page 
services, email, and so forth. As Will be described further 
beloW, the application server 26 may be con?gured to provide 
the information or data that Will be multicast or unicast (as 
appropriate) to the mobile devices 12a-d. In some embodi 
ments, the application server 26 is aWare that the services to 
some members of the group are provided via multicast in the 
RAN 18. In other embodiments, hoWever, the decision to use 
multicast is fully con?ned Within the RAN 18. In these 
embodiments, the application server 26 is not aWare that the 
multicast is used at all. In such cases, the application server 26 
sends information to all members of the group call in the same 
manner as it Would if all users Were unicast, and the RAN 18 
is con?gured to discriminate in the treatment of this informa 
tion for multicast and unicast users. As such, in these embodi 
ments, the application server 26 may also be simpli?ed to not 
account for both multicast and unicast transmissions. 
As described above, the mobile devices 12a-d may be 

con?gured to register With the RNC 16 prior to participating 
in a group call. For example, FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating 
an exemplary technique 40 for mobile device registration in 
accordance With one embodiment. In one embodiment, the 
RNC 16 may be con?gured to execute the technique 40 each 
time one of the mobile device 12a-d registers or reregisters 
With it. At the time of registration, the RNC 16 determines 
Whether the How should be served by a multicast or a unicast. 
It Will be appreciated, hoWever, that the same How could be 
served by both a multicast and a unicast in different cells 
belonging to the same RNC 16. 
As illustrated by block 42 of FIG. 2, the technique 40 may 

begin With the RNC 16 receiving a neW registration or a 
registration update from one of the mobile devices (1211 for 
example). The technique 40 may also include determining 
Whether there are at least a threshold number (N) of the 
mobile devices 12a-d registered for the same group call in one 
Wireless service area, such as a cell or a plurality of closely 
located cells, belonging to the RNC 16, as indicated by block 
44. If the number of mobile devices 12a-d exceeds the thresh 
old number, the RNC 16 makes a decision to support a mul 
ticast transmission Within this particular cell or group of cells. 
The threshold N of mobile device 12a-d that Warrants a mul 
ticast transmission may be a tunable parameter, Which is 
de?ned by a resource e?iciency threshold betWeen multicast 
and unicast transmission modes. HoWever, as an example, in 
one embodiment, the RNC 16 Will decide to support a mul 
ticast transmission if the number of mobile devices 12a-d on 
the same group call Within the cell is equal to or greater than 
a threshold of ?ve. In another embodiment, the threshold N 
could be determined adaptively by monitoring real or pro 
jected resource utiliZation of users located Within cell cover 
age and comparing the amount of resources (time-slots, 
codes, poWer) they Would use in unicast and multicast modes. 
In this embodiment, the threshold N Would very from cell to 
cell as a function of particular distribution of RF conditions 
experienced by the mobiles devices 12a-d in each cell. 
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If there are a su?icient number of mobile devices 12a-d to 

support a multicast transmission, the RNC 16 may determine 
Whether there is an already existing multicast set for the group 
call, as indicated in block 46. If there is already an existing 
multicast set, the RNC 16 may assign the mobile device 1211 
to the existing multicast group, as indicated by block 48. If, on 
the other hand, there is no existing multicast set, the RNC 16 
may create a neW multicast set (block 50) and register the neW 
multicast set With the multicaster 22, as indicated by block 52. 

The multicaster 22 stores the RNC IP addresses for each 
multicast set. Further, the multicaster 22 may also indicate to 
the application server 26 Which RNC 16 to send the content 
When it arrives. It Will be appreciated that the mapping 
betWeen group calls and multicast sets may be accomplished 
via communication betWeen the application server 26 and 
multicaster 22, or alternatively, the application server 26 may 
be con?gured to transmit multicasts to all RNCs 16 and alloW 
each particular RNC 16 to decide Whether or not to use the 
packets for a multicast. 

Returning to block 44, if there are not a su?icient number 
of mobile device 12a-d for a multicast, the RNC 16 may 
assign the mobile device 1211 to a unicast set, as indicated by 
block 54. Further, if there are no candidates for multicast 
mode remaining among members of a particular group call 
after assigning the mobile device 1211 to the unicast set, the 
RNC 16 may also be con?gured to deregister that multicast 
set from the multicaster 22 (not shoWn). In one embodiment, 
this deregistration is delayed by a ?xedperiod of time to avoid 
ping-ponging in the establishment and teardoWn of multicast 
sets. 

Once one or more of the mobile device 12a-d have regis 
tered With the RNC 16, the RNC 16 may be con?gured to 
initiate a group call. FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate tWo exemplary 
techniques that the RNC 16 may employ to initiate a group 
call in the system 10. First, FIG. 3 is a How chart illustrating 
one exemplary technique 60 for establishing a group call in 
accordance With one embodiment. As illustrated by block 62 
of FIG. 3, the technique 60 may begin With the RNC 16 
receiving a signal from the application server 26 to begin 
transmitting content to the participants in the group call. In 
one embodiment, receiving the signal from the application 
server involves receiving application layer signaling. If the 
RNC 16 has any multicast sets associated With the group call 
(block 64), the RNC 16 may set-up a multicast channel in the 
cell or cells covering the area Where the mobile devices 12a-d 
in the multicast set or sets are located, as indicated in block 
66. In one embodiment, the RNC 16 may set-up the multicast 
channels by sending standard speci?c signaling messages to 
the mobile devices 12a-d and allocating air interface 
resources for the multicast traf?c (e.g., slot interlace multi 
plexes in EV-DO). 

Next, the RNC 16 may send an acknowledgment to the 
application server 26 indicating that a multicast transmission 
can be established, as indicated in block 68. After transmit 
ting the acknoWledgement indicating that the multicast can be 
established, the RNC 16 may page the mobile devices 12a-d 
that are members of the group call, as indicated in block 70. 
The paging area determination may be assisted by registra 
tion information available to the RNC 16. 

Next, the RNC 16 may determine Whether each of the 
group call members (i.e., the mobile devices 12a-d that are in 
the group call) that Were paged belong to the multicast set, as 
indicated by block 72. If a particular one of the mobile devices 
12a-d is in the multicast set, the RNC 16 Will omit the paging 
procedures for that mobile device and drop the packets con 
taining application signaling (block 74). 
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Dropping the packets associated With the mobile devices 
12a-d that are assumed to be in the multicast mode, however, 
may have repercussions for supporting other calls to these 
users that may be being initiated at the same time. As such, in 
one embodiment, the application server 26 may or may not 
block additional call setups from proceeding during this time 
depending on implementation, call priority, etc . Alternatively, 
if the application server is not con?gured to completely block 
these additional setups, the RNC 16 may be con?gured to take 
the folloWing steps. First, setups could be discarded only for 
a certain period of time (e.g., 10 seconds) folloWing the mul 
ticast establishment. This delay Would alloW subsequent 
attempts by the application server 26 or the mobile device 
12a-d to go through. Second, packets containing call setup 
signaling for other calls could be identi?ed using different 
application identi?er from the one used for the initial setup. 

In addition, dropping the unicast signaling could also result 
in missing any of the mobile devices 12a-d that move outside 
the multicast area While the group call Was being setup and 
have not registered yet in the neW location. In one embodi 
ment, the probability of missing these mobile devices 12a-d is 
reduced by con?guring the RNC 16 to ensure that the multi 
cast area has enough neighboring cell margin and/ or by con 
?guring the RNC 16 to hold on to unicast pages until the next 
registration by the mobile device 12a-d to ensure that the 
mobile device 12a-d is in the multicast area before unicast 
signaling is dropped. 

Returning to block 72 of FIG. 3, if the group member (i.e., 
the mobile devices 12a-d that are in the group call) being 
paged did not belong to the multicast set, the RNC 16 may 
establish a unicast connection With the group member, as 
indicated by block 76. Next, as indicated by block 78, the 
RNC 16 may then be con?gured to receive application data 
(e. g., the video programming, group telephone call, or so 
forth) from the application server 26. Once received, the RNC 
16 Will transmit this information either over the multicast 
channel or over one or more unicast channels, as appropriate 
for the mobile devices 12a-d in each of its cells. Lastly, the 
RNC 16 may be con?gured to continue to monitor group 
member locations from their registrations, as Will be 
described further beloW in regard to FIGS. 5 and 6 (block 80). 

Looking next to FIG. 4, a How chart illustrating another 
exemplary technique for establishing a group call in accor 
dance With one embodiment is illustrated and generally des 
ignated by a reference numeral 90. In one embodiment, the 
RNC 16 may be con?gured to execute the technique 90 in 
place of the technique 60 described above in relation to FIG. 
3. 
As indicated by block 92 of FIG. 4, the technique 90 may 

begin With the RNC 16 receiving signal from the application 
server 26 to begin transmitting content to the participants in 
the group call. In one embodiment, the application server 26 
is con?gured to send application layer signaling to all RNCs 
16 that have group members registered in either a multicast or 
unicast set or to all of the RNCs 16 that have a multicast 
signaling channel enabled. Next, the RNC 16 may be con?g 
ured to invite the mobile devices 12a-d in the multicast set to 
the group call via a multicast signaling channel, as indicated 
by block 94. The multicast signaling channel is a pre-estab 
lished signaling channel that is knoWn beforehand to all of the 
mobile devices 12a-d in the group call and is continuously 
monitored by mobile devices 12a-d in the multicast set. 

If the RNC 16 has any mobile devices in a multicast set, the 
RNC 16 may then be con?gured to set-up a multicast channel, 
as indicated by block 96. In one embodiment, the RNC 16 
may be con?gured to send out standard speci?c signaling 
messages to the mobile devices 12a-d in the multicast set 
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8 
and/or to allocate air interface resources for the multicast 
traf?c (e.g., slot interlace multiplexes in EV-DO). Further, the 
RNC 16 may also be con?gured to send an acknowledgement 
(“ACK”) to the application server 26 indicating that a multi 
cast can be established, as indicated by block 98. 

Next, as indicated by block 100, the RNC 16 may then be 
con?gured to receive application data (e.g., the video pro 
gramming, group telephone call, etc.) from the application 
server 26. Once received, the RNC 16 Will transmit this infor 
mation either over the multicast channel or over one or more 

unicast channels, as appropriate for the mobile devices 12a-d 
in each of its cells. Lastly, the RNC 16 may be con?gured to 
continue to monitor group member locations from their reg 
istrations (block 102), as Will be described further beloW in 
regard to FIGS. 5 and 6. It Will be appreciated that unlike the 
technique 60 described in regard to FIG. 3, the technique 90 
avoids the packet dropping problems discussed above, 
because of the express multicast signaling. HoWever, to 
achieve this signaling, the technique 90 employs a multicast 
signaling channel not employed in the technique 60. 

Looking next to FIGS. 5 and 6, once a group call is initi 
ated, one or more of the mobile devices 12a-d, may move 
amongst the cells of one RNC or betWeen RNCs 16. In doing 
so, the mobile device 12a-d may move betWeen some cells 
that are employing multicast transmissions and some cells 
that are employing unicast transmissions. Accordingly, FIGS. 
5 and 6 illustrate techniques that may be employed by the 
RNC 16 When a unicast mobile device 12a-d moves into a cell 
Where a group call is being multicast and vice-versa. 

First, FIG. 5 illustrates a How chart of an exemplary tech 
nique 110 for providing group calling When a unicast mobile 
device moves into a cell Where the group call is being multi 
cast in accordance With one embodiment. The technique 110 
may begin With the RNC 16 receiving a registration from a 
unicast mode mobile device (120, for example) in a cell Where 
the group call is being multicast, as indicated in block 112. 
The RNC 16 may transmit the multicast channel parameters 
to the mobile device 120, as indicated in block 114. Then, 
after a suitable period of time, the RNC 16 may release the 
unicast channel to the mobile device 120, as indicated by 
block 116. 

Moreover, in one embodiment, the RNC 16 may be con 
?gured to aWait a con?rmation from the mobile device 120 
before releasing the unicast channel. Alternatively, the mobile 
device 120 may be con?gured to notify the application server 
26 to stop transmitting over the unicast channel once the 
mobile device 120 has started receiving the multicast trans 
mission. In this case, the unicast channel Would go dormant 
and be released automatically after the expiration of a dor 
mancy timer, as Will be appreciated by one of ordinary still in 
the art. 

Alternatively, FIG. 6 illustrates a How chart of an exem 
plary technique 120 for providing group calling to a multicast 
mode mobile device (12b, for example) that moves into a cell 
Where the data belonging to the group call is not being mul 
ticast in accordance With one embodiment. The technique 120 
may begin With the RNC 16 receiving a registration from the 
multicast mode mobile device 12b in a cell Where the group 
call is being unicast, as indicated in block 122. Next, the RNC 
16 may determine Whether the registration of the mobile 
device 120 caused a neW multicast set to be created in the cell 
(see blocks 46-52 of FIG. 2), as indicated by block 124. Ifa 
neW multicast set Was not created upon registration, the RNC 
16 may establish a unicast connection With the mobile device 
12b, as illustrated by block 126. 

If, hoWever, a neW multicast set Was created by the regis 
tration of the mobile device 12b, the RNC 16 may transmit the 
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multicast channel parameters for the newly created multicast 
set to the mobile device 12b, as indicated by block 128. Next, 
as indicated by block 130, the RNC 16 may identify other 
member of the group call Within the cell and transmit the 
multicast channel parameters to the other member of the 
group call (the mobile devices 1211 and 120, for example). 
Lastly, as indicated by block 132, after a suitable period of 
time, the RNC 16 may release the unicast channels that Were 
formerly inuse by the mobile devices 1211 and 120 in a manner 
similar to those discussed above in regard to block 116 of 
FIG. 5. 

In still another embodiment, the mobile devices 12a-d may 
also be con?gured to signal to the RNC 16 if they lose mul 
ticast coverage, so that the RNC 16 may either sWitch the 
mobile devices 12a-d to unicast channel or extend the multi 
cast area into other cells. For example, the mobile device 
12a-d may be con?gured to request that the RNC 16 establish 
a unicast channel prior to the complete loss of multicast 
coverage. More speci?cally, in one embodiment, the mobile 
devices 12a-d may be con?gured to measure the RF signal 
strength and request to establish a unicast if the RF signal 
strength dips beloW a threshold level. 

While the invention may be susceptible to various modi? 
cations and alternative forms, speci?c embodiments have 
been shoWn by Way of example in the draWings and have been 
described in detail herein. HoWever, it should be understood 
that the invention is not intended to be limited to the particular 
forms disclosed. Rather, the invention is to cover all modi? 
cations, equivalents, and alternatives falling Within the spirit 
and scope of the invention as de?ned by the folloWing 
appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A method comprising: 
receiving a request to participate in a group call from a 

mobile device located in a Wireless service area; 
determining Whether a threshold number of other mobile 

devices in the Wireless service area are participating in 
the group call, Wherein the threshold number of other 
mobile devices in the Wireless service area comprises a 
tunable parameter associated With a resource e?iciency 
breakpoint betWeen multicast and unicast transmission 
modes; 

if the threshold number of the other mobile devices are 
participating in the group call, designating the request 
ing mobile device to receive a multicast transmission of 
the group call; and 

if the threshold number of other mobile devices are not 
participating in the group call, designating the request 
ing mobile device to receive a unicast transmission of the 
group call. 

2. The method, as set forth in claim 1, Wherein receiving the 
request to participate in the group call comprises receiving a 
request to participate in the group call from a mobile device 
located Within a Wireless cell. 

3. The method, as set forth in claim 1, comprising: 
determining Whether the Wireless service area has a multi 

cast set associated With the group; and 
if the Wireless service area has a multicast set associated 

With the group, assigning the mobile device to the mul 
ticast set if the requesting mobile device is designated to 
receive the multicast transmission. 

4. The method, as set forth in claim 3, comprising: 
if the Wireless service area does not have a multicast set 

associated With the group call, creating a neW multicast 
set associated With the group call; and 

assigning the requesting mobile device to the neW multi 
cast set. 
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5. The method, as set forth in claim 1, comprising: 
setting up a multicast channel in the Wireless service area; 
receiving application data associated With the group call 

from a multicaster; and 
transmitting the application data over the multicast chan 

nel. 
6. The method, as set forth in claim 1, comprising: 
paging the mobile devices in the Wireless service area that 

have joined the group call; 
discarding the pages intended for the mobile devices des 

ignated for a multicast of the group call; and 
establishing a unicast connection With the mobile devices 

designated for a unicast of the group call. 
7. The method, as set forth in claim 1, comprising: 
signaling mobile devices designated for the multicast of the 

group call, Wherein the signaling is performed over a 
multicast signaling channel; 

establishing a multicast channel; 
receiving application data associated With the group call; 

and 
transmitting the application data over the multicast chan 

nel. 
8. The method, as set forth in claim 1, Wherein receiving the 

request comprises receiving registration information. 
9. The method, as set forth in claim 1, comprising: 
detecting that one of the mobile devices has left the Wire 

less service area; and 
establishing a unicast connection With the departed mobile 

device in another Wireless service area. 
10. A communication device con?gured: 
to receive a request to participate in a group call from a 

mobile device located in a Wireless service area; 
to determine Whether a threshold number of other mobile 

devices in the Wireless service area are participating in 
the group call, Wherein the threshold number of other 
mobile devices in the Wireless service area comprises a 
tunable parameter associated With a resource e?iciency 
breakpoint betWeen multicast and unicast transmission 
modes; 

to designate the requesting mobile device to receive a mul 
ticast transmission of the group call, if the threshold 
number of the other mobile devices are participating in 
the group call; and 

to designate the requesting mobile device for a unicast of 
the group call if the threshold number of the other mobile 
devices are not participating in the group call. 

11. The communication device, as set forth in claim 10, 
Wherein the communication device comprises a radio net 
Work controller. 

12. The communication device, as set forth in claim 10, 
Wherein the communication device is con?gured: 

to determine Whether the Wireless service area has a mul 
ticast set associated With the group; and 

to assign the mobile device to the multicast set if the Wire 
less service area has a multicast set associated With the 
group. 

13. The communication device, as set forth in claim 10, 
Wherein the communication device is con?gured: 

to establish a multicast channel; and 
to transmit a group call to the mobile device over the 

multicast channel. 
14. A method comprising: 
receiving a request to participate in a group call from a 

mobile device located in a Wireless service area; 
determining Whether a threshold number of other mobile 

devices in the Wireless service area are participating in 
the group call, Wherein the threshold number of other 
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mobile devices in the Wireless service area comprises a 
dynamically adapted parameter associated With a 
resource ef?ciency breakpoint between multicast and 
unicast transmission modes; 

if the threshold number of the other mobile devices are 
participating in the group call, designating the request 
ing mobile device to receive a multicast transmission of 
the group call; and 

if the threshold number of other mobile devices are not 
participating in the group call, designating the request 
ing mobile device to receive a unicast transmission of the 
group call. 

15. The method, as set forth in claim 14, comprising: 
determining Whether the Wireless service area has a multi 

cast set associated With the group; and 
if the Wireless service area has a multicast set associated 

With the group, assigning the mobile device to the mul 
ticast set if the requesting mobile device is designated to 
receive the multicast transmission. 

16. The method, as set forth in claim 15, comprising: 
if the Wireless service area does not have a multicast set 

associated With the group call, creating a neW multicast 
set associated With the group call; and 

assigning the requesting mobile device to the neW multi 
cast set. 

17. The method, as set forth in claim 14, comprising: 
setting up a multicast channel in the Wireless service area; 
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receiving application data associated With the group call 

from a multicaster; and 
transmitting the application data over the multicast chan 

nel. 
18. The method, as set forth in claim 14, comprising: 
paging mobile devices in the Wireless service area that have 

joined the group call; 
discarding the pages intended for the mobile devices des 

ignated for a multicast of the group call; and 
establishing a unicast connection With the mobile devices 

designated for a unicast of the group call. 
19. The method, as set forth in claim 14, comprising: 
signaling mobile devices designated for the multicast of the 

group call, Wherein the signaling is performed over a 
multicast signaling channel; 

establishing a multicast channel; 
receiving application data associated With the group call; 

and 
transmitting the application data over the multicast chan 

nel. 
20. The method, as set forth in claim 14, comprising: 
detecting that one of the mobile devices has left the Wire 

less service area; and 
establishing a unicast connection With the departed mobile 

device in another Wireless service area. 


