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(57) ABSTRACT 

Methods and apparatus for x-ray imaging With focal spot 
de?ection are provided. The apparatus includes an x-ray tube 
having a cathode con?gured to emit electrons and an anode 
having a target With a target surface de?ning a target angle. 
The emitted electrons are de?ected onto the target surface 
With the target surface substantially aligned With a Z-axis 
parallel to a gantry rotation axis. 

30 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR X-RAY 
IMAGING WITH FOCAL SPOT DEFLECTION 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims priority to and the bene?t of the 
?ling date of US. Provisional Application No. 61/097,808, 
?led Sep. 17, 2008 for “METHODS AND APPARATUS 
FOR X-RAY IMAGING WITH FOCAL SPOT DEFLEC 
TION,” Which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in 
its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to imaging methods and 
apparatus, and more particularly to methods and apparatus for 
imaging using x-ray tubes. 

In computed tomography (CT) imaging systems, such as a 
CT imaging system performing cone beam imaging in a step 
and-shoot mode of data acquisition, projection sampling is 
incomplete. There are tWo major sources of the incomplete 
sampling, Which are the cone beam effect and longitudinal 
truncation. In particular, other than the center plane, exact 
reconstruction is not possible, Which is the cone beam effect. 
Although many approximation algorithms are knoWn to com 
pensate for the cone beam effect, image artifacts become 
clinically unacceptable When the cone beam becomes large, 
such as When imaging larger regions (e. g., using a large image 
detector for an entire organ). Longitudinal truncation results 
because the coverage along the gantry rotation axis changes 
as a distance to the x-ray focal spot. Speci?cally, the coverage 
is much smaller for regions closer to the focal spot.As a result, 
a portion of the imaging volume to be reconstructed is not 
exposed to the x-ray radiation. 

To overcome the cone beam and longitudinal truncation 
artifacts in, for example, a step-and-shoot mode CT, systems 
With multiple x-ray focal spots are knoWn. Using tWo focal 
spot spaced along the Z-direction (longitudinal direction of 
scanning) can signi?cantly reduce the cone beam and trunca 
tion artifacts. Thus, it is desirable to provide an x-ray tube that 
produces tWo focal spots in the Z-direction during data acqui 
sition. During scanning, the tWo focal spots can be sWitched 
on and off alternatively such that each voxel in the recon 
structed volume is irradiated from tWo different cone angles 
While at substantially the same projection vieW angle. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect, some embodiments of the present invention 
provide an x-ray tube including a cathode con?gured to emit 
electrons and an anode having a target With a target surface 
de?ning a target angle. The emitted electrons are de?ected 
onto the target surface With the target surface substantially 
aligned With a Z-axis parallel to a gantry rotation axis. 

In another aspect, some embodiments of the present inven 
tion provide a computed tomography (CT) system that 
includes a gantry having a gantry opening therethrough de?n 
ing a Z-axis. The gantry is con?gured to rotate about the 
Z-axis. The CT system further includes a radiation source 
coupled to the gantry. The radiation source utiliZes focal spot 
de?ection to project x-rays into the gantry opening and the 
radiation source is offset from the Z-axis. 

In yet another aspect, some embodiments of the present 
invention provide a method for generating x-ray beams With 
an x-ray tube. The method includes generating a plurality of 
de?ected focal spots along a target of the x-ray tube and 
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2 
aligning an angled surface of the target With a Z-axis along 
Which x-ray beams generated by the de?ected focal spots are 
projected. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a computed tomography 
(CT) imaging system constructed in accordance With various 
embodiments of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a CT imaging system con 
structed in accordance With various embodiments of the 
invention. 

FIG. 3 is a pictorial representation of an x-ray tube that uses 
focal spot de?ection for performing x-ray imaging in accor 
dance With various embodiments of the invention. 

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating focal spot de?ection in an 
x-ray tube. 

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating focal spot de?ection in an 
x-ray tube having an increased focal spot spacing. 

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating the target of a focal spot 
de?ected x-ray tube aligned With a Z-axis in accordance With 
various embodiments of the invention. 

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a radiography mode of 
operation performed in accordance With various embodi 
ments of the invention. 

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a tomosynthesis mode of 
operation performed in accordance With various embodi 
ments of the invention. 

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a pivoting x-ray tube during 
a tomosynthesis mode of operation in accordance With vari 
ous embodiments of the invention. 

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a target of a focal spot 
de?ected x-ray tube aligned With a Z-axis in accordance With 
other various embodiments of the invention. 

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating a target of a focal spot 
de?ected x-ray tube aligned With a Z-axis in accordance With 
other various embodiments of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The foregoing summary, as Well as the folloWing detailed 
description of certain embodiments of the present invention, 
Will be better understood When read in conjunction With the 
appended draWings. To the extent that the ?gures illustrate 
diagrams of the functional blocks of various embodiments, 
the functional blocks are not necessarily indicative of the 
division betWeen hardWare circuitry. Thus, for example, one 
or more of the functional blocks (e.g., processors or memo 
ries) may be implemented in a single piece of hardWare (e. g., 
a general purpose signal processor or a block of random 
access memory, hard disk, or the like). Similarly, the pro 
grams may be stand alone programs, may be incorporated as 
subroutines in an operating system, may be functions in an 
installed softWare package, and the like. It should be under 
stood that the various embodiments are not limited to the 
arrangements and instrumentality shoWn in the draWings, nor 
are the ?gures necessarily draWn to scale. 
As used herein, an element or step recited in the singular 

and proceeded With the Word “a” or “an” should be under 
stood as not excluding plural said elements or steps, unless 
such exclusion is explicitly stated. Furthermore, references to 
“one embodiment” of the present invention are not intended 
to be interpreted as excluding the existence of additional 
embodiments that also incorporate the recited features. More 
over, unless explicitly stated to the contrary, embodiments 
“comprising” or “having” an element or a plurality of ele 
ments having a particular property may include additional 
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such elements not having that property. Additionally, the reci 
tation of a particular number of elements does not exclude 
embodiments having more than that particular number, 
unless the number is further quali?ed by Words such as 
“exactly” or “only.” Also, unless the possibility is either 
explicitly, logically, or physically excluded, individual fea 
tures may be omitted from an embodiment, or one or more 
features from another embodiment or other embodiments, 
may be combined to produce additional embodiments of the 
present invention. 

Also as used herein, the phrase “reconstructing an image” 
is not intended to exclude embodiments of the present inven 
tion in Which data representing an image is generated, but a 
vieWable image is not. Therefore, as used herein the term 
“image” broadly refers to both vieWable images and data 
representing a vieWable image. HoWever, many embodiments 
generate (or are con?gured to generate) at least one vieWable 
image. Additionally, although described in detail in a CT 
medical setting, it is contemplated that the bene?ts accrue to 
all imaging modalities including, for example, ultrasound, 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging, (MRI), Electron Beam CT 
(EBCT), Positron Emission Tomography (PET), Single Pho 
ton Emission Computed Tomography (SPECT), and in both 
medical settings and non-medical settings such as an indus 
trial setting or a transportation setting, such as, for example, 
but not limited to, a baggage scanning CT system for an 
airport or other transportation center. 

Various embodiments may be implemented in connection 
With different types of imaging systems. For example, various 
embodiments may be implemented in connection With a CT 
imaging system in Which an x-ray source using focal spot 
de?ection (multiple focal spots may be provided) projects a 
fan-shaped beam that is collimated to lie Within an X-Y plane 
of a Cartesian coordinate system and generally referred to as 
an “imaging plane.” The x-ray beam passes through an object 
being imaged, such as a patient. The beam, after being attenu 
ated by the object, impinges upon an array of radiation detec 
tors. The intensity of the attenuated radiation beam received 
at the detector array is dependent upon the attenuation of an 
x-ray beam by the object. Each detector element of the array 
produces a separate electrical signal that is a measurement of 
the beam intensity at the detector location. The intensity 
measurement from all the detectors is acquired separately to 
produce a transmission pro?le. 

In third generation CT systems, the x-ray source and the 
detector array are rotated With a gantry Within the imaging 
plane and around the object to be imaged such that the angle 
at Which the x-ray beam intersects the object constantly 
changes. A complete gantry rotation occurs When the gantry 
concludes one full 360 degree revolution. In an axial scan 
(e. g., a step-and-shoot axial scan), the projection data is pro 
cessed to construct an image that corresponds to a tWo-di 
mensional slice taken through the object. One method for 
reconstructing an image from a set of projection data is 
referred to in the art as a ?ltered backprojection technique. 
This process converts the attenuation measurements from a 
scan into integers called “CT numbers” or “Houns?eld units” 
(HU), Which are used to control the brightness of a corre 
sponding pixel on a cathode ray tube display. 

To reduce the total scan time, a “helical” scan may be 
performed. To perform a “helical” scan, a patient or object 
(e. g., baggage) is moved While the data for a prescribed num 
ber of slices is acquired. Such a system generates a single 
helix from a fan beam helical scan. The helix mapped out by 
the fan beam yields projection data from Which images in 
each prescribed slice may be reconstructed. 
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4 
Reconstruction algorithms for helical scanning typically 

use helical Weighting algorithms that Weight the acquired 
data as a function of vieW angle and detector channel index. 
Speci?cally, prior to a ?ltered backprojection process, the 
data is Weighted according to a helical Weighing factor, Which 
is a function of both the gantry angle and the detector angle. 
The Weighted data is then processed to generate CT numbers 
and to construct an image that corresponds to a tWo-dimen 
sional slice taken through the object. 

Technical effects of embodiments of the present invention 
include providing increased focal spot spacing With less focal 
spot de?ection. Also, heat generated by an x-ray tube is dis 
tributed over a larger track surface to alloW higher total x-ray 
?ux. The manner in Which these and other technical effects of 
embodiments of the present invention are achieved Will 
become apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art upon based 
on the subject matter described herein. 

FIG. 1 is a pictorial vieW of a CT imaging system 10 
formed in accordance With various embodiments of the inven 
tion. FIG. 2 is a block schematic diagram of the CT imaging 
system 10 illustrated in FIG. 1. In the exemplary embodi 
ment, a computed tomography (CT) imaging system 10 is 
shoWn as including a gantry 12 representative of a “third 
generation” CT imaging system. The gantry 12 has a radia 
tion source 14 that projects a cone beam 16 of X-rays toWard 
a detector array 18 on the opposite side of the gantry 12. 

The detector array 18 is formed by a plurality of detector 
roWs (not shoWn) including a plurality of detector elements 
20 that together sense the projected X-ray beams that pass 
through an object, such as a medical patient 22. Each detector 
element 20 produces an electrical signal that represents the 
intensity of an impinging radiation beam and hence the 
attenuation of the beam as the beam passes through object or 
patient 22. The CT imaging system 10 having a multislice 
detector 18 is capable of providing a plurality of images 
representative of a volume of patient 22. Each image of the 
plurality of images corresponds to a separate “slice” of the 
volume. The “thickness” or aperture of the slice is dependent 
upon the thickness of the detector roWs. 

During a scan to acquire radiation projection data, the 
gantry 12 and the components mounted thereon rotate about 
a center of rotation 24 de?ning a gantry rotation axis (the 
Z-axis or Z-direction), illustrated by the dashed line Z in FIG. 
1. The Z-axis extends into and through the gantry opening 48. 
In various embodiments, the radiation source 14 includes an 
x-ray tube that uses focal spot de?ection and has a target 
aligned With the Z-axis as described in more detail beloW. 

FIG. 2 shoWs only a single roW of detector elements 20 
(i.e., a detector roW). HoWever, the multislice detector array 
18 includes a plurality of parallel detector roWs of detector 
elements 20 such that projection data corresponding to a 
plurality of quasi-parallel or parallel slices can be acquired 
simultaneously during a scan. 

Rotation of the gantry 12 and the operation of the radiation 
source 14 (and optionally movement of the radiation source 
14) are governed by a control mechanism 26 of the CT imag 
ing system 10. The control mechanism 26 includes a radiation 
controller 28 that provides poWer and timing signals to the 
radiation source 14 and a gantry motor controller 30 that 
controls the rotational speed and position of the gantry 12. A 
data acquisition system (DAS) 32 in the control mechanism 
26 samples analog data from the detector elements 20 and 
converts the data to digital signals for subsequent processing. 
An image reconstructor 34 receives sampled and digitiZed 
radiation data from the DAS 32 and performs high-speed 
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image reconstruction. The reconstructed image is applied as 
an input to a computer 36 that stores the image in a mass 
storage device 38. 
The computer 36 also receives commands and scanning 

parameters from an operator via a console 40 that has, for 
example, a keyboard and/or other user input device(s). An 
associated display system 42 alloWs the operator to observe 
the reconstructed image and other data from the computer 36. 
The operator supplied commands and parameters are used by 
the computer 36 to provide control signals and information to 
the DAS 32, the radiation controller 28 and the gantry motor 
controller 30. In addition, the computer 36 operates a table 
motor controller 44 that controls a motorized table 46 to 
position the patient 22 in the gantry 12 or to move the patient 
22 along the Z-axis. In particular, the table 46 moves portions 
of the patient 22 through the gantry opening 48. 

In one embodiment, the computer 36 includes a device 50, 
for example, a ?oppy disk drive, CD-ROM drive, or DVD 
ROM drive, for reading instructions and/or data from a com 
puter-readable medium 52, such as a ?oppy disk, CD-ROM, 
or DVD. It should be understood that other types of suitable 
computer-readable memory are recogniZed to exist (e.g., CD 
RW and ?ash memory, to name just tWo), and that this 
description is not intended to exclude any of these. In another 
embodiment, the computer 36 executes instructions stored in 
?rmware (not shoWn). Generally, a processor in at least one of 
the DAS 32, the reconstructor 34, and the computer 36 shoWn 
in FIG. 2 is programmed to execute the processes described 
beloW. HoWever, the method is not limited to practice in the 
CT imaging system 10 and can be utiliZed in connection With 
many other types and variations of imaging systems. In one 
embodiment, the computer 36 is programmed to perform 
functions described herein, accordingly, as used herein, the 
term computer is not limited to just those integrated circuits 
referred to in the art as computers, but broadly refers to 
computers, processors, microcontrollers, microcomputers, 
programmable logic controllers, application speci?c inte 
grated circuits, and other programmable circuits. 

Various embodiments of the invention provide an x-ray 
tube 60 as shoWn in FIG. 3, Which uses focal spot de?ection. 
It should be noted that the various embodiments may be 
implemented in connection With any type of x-ray tube that 
can de?ect focal spots in the Z-direction and are not limited to 
the x-ray tube illustrated in FIG. 3. Moreover, the focal spot 
de?ection may be provided using any knoWn method, for 
example, using an electromagnetic ?eld or an electrostatic 
?eld generated by an electromagnetic ?eld source or an elec 
trostatic ?eld source, respectively. Other methods of produc 
ing multiple focal spots also may be used. For example, 
multiple focal spots in the Z-direction may be produced using 
nano-tube technology, multiple anodes and cathodes in an 
x-ray tube, or by placing multiple small x-ray tubes along the 
z-axis. 

The x-ray tube 60 utiliZes multiple focal spots 62 and 64 
(tWo focal spots are illustrated) spaced along the target radial 
direction. A cathode 68 of the x-ray tube 60 generates electron 
beams 66 that are de?ected dynamically in some embodi 
ments using a magnetic ?eld such that the focal spots 62 and 
64 are spaced apart on a target 70 of an anode 72 (e.g., a 
rotating anode). The target 70 may be an annular shaped 
element on the anode 72. Cooling of the components of the 
x-ray tube 60 may be provided using any knoWn manner (e. g., 
liquid cooling system). 

In operation, When the magnetic ?eld changes quickly, the 
electron beams 66 can be directed at tWo different locations 
on the target 70 to produce tWo distinct focal spots 62 and 64 
that may be separated by small distance S in the Z-direction as 
shoWn in FIG. 4, for example, six millimeters (mm). The 
components of the x-ray tube 60 in FIG. 4 are shoWn in a 
housing 74. 
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In various embodiments, and for example, in order to mini 

miZe aliasing artifacts in the Z-direction, the spacing betWeen 
the tWo focal spots 62 and 64 on the target 70 is provided such 
that the x-rays connecting one of the focal spots 62 or 64 to the 
detector cells (e.g., the detector elements 20 shoWn in FIG. 2) 
interlace the x-rays connecting the other focal spot 64 or 62 to 
the detector cells in the Z-direction. For illustrative purposes 
only, and based on a detector-to-iso distance of 408 mm and 
a projected cell spacing at the iso-center of 0.625 mm, the 
de?ection distance D in the Z-direction is 0.73 mm. For a 
target 70 having a angled portion 76 (e.g., an angled outer 
surface) With an angle of 7 degrees (i.e., the angle betWeen the 
target surface and the x-y plane), the distance betWeen the tWo 
focal spots 62 and 64 along the target surface 78 is determined 
as folloWs: 0.73/sin(7°):5.96 mm. Accordingly, by changing 
the amount of the de?ection angle 0t and/or the target angle y, 
the spacing of the focal spots 62 and 64 on the target 70 can be 
increased even more (e. g., signi?cantly or substantially 
increased). For example, With a spacing of 50 mm along the 
target surface 78 as shoWn in FIG. 5, a difference in the 
de?ection angles betWeen the electron beams 66a and 66b 
results in an increased target angle y. 

Accordingly, use of focal spot de?ection and the angled 
portion 76 provides increased spacing betWeen the tWo focal 
spots 62 and 64. For example, if the tWo focal spots 62 and 64 
are separated in the Z-direction (referred to as the tWin peak 
concept), cone beam artifacts for a large coverage area are 
reduced. For illustrative purposes only, for a detector Z-COV 
erage of 100 mm at the iso-center, a 80 mm spacing betWeen 
the tWo focal spots 62 and 64 can produce images nearly free 
of cone beam artifacts in the step-and-shoot mode acquisi 
tion. It should be noted that that the spacing of the focal spots 
62 and 64 along the target surface 78 is magni?ed by the 
factor l/sin(y) as compared to the spacing of the focal spots 62 
and 64 in the Z-direction. It also should be noted that When y 
is less than 45 degrees, the spacing along the target surface 78 
is alWays larger than the spacing along the Z-direction. 

In various embodiments, and to provide increased spacing 
betWeen the focal spots, the target surface 78, for example, the 
angled portion 76 is aligned With the Z-axis as shoWn in FIG. 
6. For example, the x-ray tube 60 is offset from the Z-axis. For 
example, the cathode 68 (shoWn in FIG. 3) that extends along 
a longitudinal axis of the x-ray tube 60 is offset from the 
Z-axis. In some embodiments, the x-ray tube 60 may be 
mounted in an offset orientation on the gantry 12 (shoWn in 
FIG. 1). For example, the radiation source 14 may be pro 
vided in an offset orientation on the gantry 12 such that a 
target of the radiation source 14 is aligned With the gantry 
rotation axis or Z-axis. It should be noted that the x-ray tube 60 
may be mounted in a ?xed orientation or may be movable 
(e.g., pivotally mounted), Which movement may be provided 
manually by hand or mechanically using a motor, Which may 
be provided dynamically. For example, the x-ray tube 60 may 
be rotated in an axis parallel to the Z-axis and about a pivot 
point 80 as shoWn in FIG. 6. 

Modi?cations and variations to the various embodiments 
may be provided. For example, the x-ray tube axis may be 
tilted With respect to the Z-axis so that the amount of tilt is 
adjusted such that the spacing betWeen a plurality of focal 
spots can be changed. As another example, the gantry 12 may 
remain stationary during data acquisition With the plurality of 
focal spot along the Z-axis producing increased coverage for 
an x-ray radiographic mode of imaging. The mode serves, for 
example, as a pre-screening for a CT procedure. 
As a further example, the x-ray tube 60 may be used in the 

x-ray radiography mode of the CT imaging system 10. In this 
mode, the gantry 12 does not rotate With respect to the patient 
22. The tWo focal spots 62 and 64 are turned on sequentially 
to enable a large coverage of the patient 22 in the Z-direction 
so that an x-ray radiographic image of, for example, the entire 
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organ is obtained. In order to enhance the spatial resolution, 
the x-ray focal spot can be de?ected slighted in the x-direction 
and Z-direction to achieve double sampling. As still a further 
example, the x-ray tube 60 can be used for tomo synthesis data 
acquisition in Which the gantry 12 remains stationary While 
the motoriZed table 46 translates. 

Thus, in various embodiments, a tilted tube CT system may 
be provided and that operates as an x-ray radiography or 
tomosynthesis device to provide semi-tomographic capabil 
ity. As a result of the signi?cantly reduced radiation dose 
compared to a normal CT scan operation, the radiography 
mode or the tomosynthesis mode can be used, for example, 
for pre-screening to determine the need for a normal or com 
plete CT scan. 

In particular, in the radiography mode as illustrated in FIG. 
7, both the gantry 12 (shoWn in FIG. 1) and the motoriZed 
table 46 remain stationary. Sequential de?ected focal spots 90 
and 92 provide increased Z-direction coverage. It should be 
noted that additional focal spot de?ection in the x-direction 
and Z-direction can also be used to produce interlaced 
samples in x and Z to enhance spatial resolution. In the tomo 
synthesis mode as illustrated in FIG. 8, the gantry 12 (shoWn 
in FIG. 1) remains stationary, but the motoriZed table 46 
translates along the Z-axis. The tWo focal spots 90 and 92 are 
turned on sequentially (With de?ection) during table transla 
tion. Because each point in the scanned object is vieWed from 
several different angles as the motoriZed table 46 moves (rep 
resented by the arroW), a tomosynthesis effect can be pro 
duced. Further, using various algorithms knoWn in the art, 
images can be generated that partially remove the overlap 
ping structures and enable better visualiZation of the object. 

To further enhance the tomo synthesis effect, the x-ray tube 
60 can be pivoted as illustrated in FIG. 9 to provide additional 
angular range during data acquisition. During a scan, the 
x-ray tube axis is dynamically adjusted While the motoriZed 
table 46 translates (represented by the arroW). 

It should be noted that in various embodiments, and for 
example, a seven degree target angle is used to increase the 
x-ray ?ux output. With a seven degree target angle, the dimen 
sion along the target surface 78 is about eight times longer 
than the Z-dimension. Thus, for a ?xed focal spot siZe in the 
Z-direction, heat can be distributed over a larger track surface 
to alloW higher total x-ray ?ux. 

Also, it should be noted that With the target surface 78 
aligned, and in particular, parallel to the Z-axis, the line-focus 
principle is no longer utiliZed. As a result, for a given focal 
spot siZe in the Z-direction, the x-ray ?ux intensity can be 
further reduced. To reduce the x-ray ?ux intensity, one or 
more grooves 82 or other shaped notches may be provided on 
the target 70 such that the surface of the electron impacting 
location is at a small angle relative to the x-ray plane as shoWn 
in FIG. 10. For example, one or more angled Walls 84 of the 
grooves 82 are con?gured in various embodiments to de?ne a 
target angle relative to the x-ray plane that is less than about 
ten degrees. 

It should be noted that the grooves 82 may be modi?ed or 
replaced With any structure that provides an electron impact 
ing location at a small angle relative to the x-ray plane. For 
example, as shoWn in FIG. 11, an angled Wall arrangement 86 
may be provided having a step-like multiple angled Wall 
con?guration. It should be noted that With respect to heat 
distribution, the angled Wall con?gurations of FIGS. 10 and 
11 provide an increased impacting surface area and the line 
focus principle is again applied. 

Thus, various embodiments provide an x-ray tube that is 
offset from a Z-axis or gantry rotation axis of an imaging 
system, for example, a CT imaging system. The offset 
arrangement provides a target of the x-ray tube that is aligned, 
for example, in parallel relation to the Z-axis or gantry rotation 
axis. 
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8 
The various embodiments or components, for example, the 

components of the CT imaging system of controllers or pro 
cessors therein may be implemented as part of one or more 
computer systems, Which may be separate from or integrated 
With other systems. The computer system may include a 
computer, an input device, a display unit and an interface, for 
example, for accessing the Internet. The computer may 
include a microprocessor. The microprocessor may be con 
nected to a communication bus. The computer may also 
include a memory. The memory may include Random Access 
Memory (RAM) and Read Only Memory (ROM). The com 
puter system further may include a storage device, Which may 
be a hard disk drive or a removable storage drive such as a 
?oppy disk drive, optical disk drive, and the like. The storage 
device may also be other similar means for loading computer 
programs or other instructions into the computer system. 
As used herein, the term “computer” may include any 

processor-based or microprocessor-based system including 
systems using microcontrollers, reduced instruction set cir 
cuits (RISC), application speci?c integrated circuits (ASICs), 
logic circuits, and any other circuit or processor capable of 
executing the functions described herein. The above 
examples are exemplary only, and are thus not intended to 
limit in any Way the de?nition and/or meaning of the term 
“computer”. 
The computer system executes a set of instructions that are 

stored in one or more storage elements, in order to process 
input data. The storage elements may also store data or other 
information as desired or needed. The storage element may be 
in the form of an information source or a physical memory 
element Within the processing machine. 
The set of instructions may include various commands that 

instruct the computer as a processing machine to perform 
speci?c operations such as the methods and processes of the 
various embodiments of the invention. The set of instructions 
may be in the form of a softWare program. The softWare may 
be in various forms such as system softWare or application 
softWare. Further, the softWare may be in the form of a col 
lection of separate programs, a program module Within a 
larger program or a portion of a program module. The soft 
Ware also may include modular programming in the form of 
object-oriented programming. The processing of input data 
by the processing machine may be in response to user com 
mands, or in response to results of previous processing, or in 
response to a request made by another processing machine. 
As used herein, the terms “softWare” and “?rmware” are 

interchangeable, and include any computer program stored in 
memory for execution by a computer, including RAM 
memory, ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM 
memory, and non-volatile RAM (NV RAM) memory. The 
above memory types are exemplary only, and are thus not 
limiting as to the types of memory usable for storage of a 
computer program. 

It is to be understood that the above description is intended 
to be illustrative, and not restrictive. For example, the above 
described embodiments (and/or aspects thereof) may be used 
in combination With each other. In addition, many modi?ca 
tions may be made to adapt a particular situation or material 
to the teachings of the invention Without departing from its 
scope. For example, the ordering of steps recited in a method 
need not be performed in a particular order unless explicitly 
stated or implicitly required (e. g., one step requires the results 
or a product of a previous step to be available). While the 
dimensions and types of materials described herein are 
intended to de?ne the parameters of the invention, they are by 
no means limiting and are exemplary embodiments. Many 
other embodiments Will be apparent to those of skill in the art 
upon revieWing and understanding the above description. The 
scope of the invention should, therefore, be determined With 
reference to the appended claims, along With the full scope of 
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equivalents to Which such claims are entitled. In the appended 
claims, the terms “including” and “in Which” are used as the 
plain-English equivalents of the respective terms “compris 
ing” and “Wherein.” Moreover, in the following claims, the 
terms “?rst,” “second,” and “third,” etc. are used merely as 
labels, and are not intended to impose numerical require 
ments on their objects. Further, the limitations of the folloW 
ing claims are not Written in means-plus-function format and 
are not intended to be interpreted based on 35 U.S.C. §112, 
sixth paragraph, unless and until such claim limitations 
expressly use the phrase “means for” folloWed by a statement 
of function void of further structure. 

This Written description uses examples to disclose the 
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any 
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, including 
making and using any devices or systems and performing any 
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention 
is de?ned by the claims, and may include other examples that 
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are 
intended to be Within the scope of the claims if they have 
structural elements that do not differ from the literal language 
of the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements 
With insubstantial differences from the literal languages of 
the claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An x-ray tube comprising: 
a cathode con?gured to emit electrons; and 
an anode having a target With an angled target surface 

de?ning a target angle, the emitted electrons de?ected 
onto the angled target surface, and Wherein the angled 
target surface is substantially aligned With a Z-axis par 
allel to a gantry rotation axis. 

2. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 Where the 
emitted electrons are de?ected onto a plurality of locations on 
the target surface. 

3. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 2 Wherein the 
plurality of locations are positioned substantially along the 
Z-axis. 

4. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 2 Wherein the 
plurality of locations are positioned substantially along a 
target track. 

5. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 2 Wherein the 
plurality of locations are positioned substantially along both 
a target track and the Z-axis. 

6. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
cathode extends along a longitudinal axis that is offset from 
the Z-axis. 

7. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
target surface includes an outer angled portion that is aligned 
With the Z-axis. 

8. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 further com 
prising a housing enclosing the cathode and anode, and 
Wherein the housing is adjustable relative to the Z-axis. 

9. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 8 Wherein the 
housing is pivotally adjustable. 

10. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 8 Wherein the 
housing is dynamically adjustable. 

11. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
target surface includes a plurality of grooves extending along 
the surface. 

12. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 11 Wherein the 
plurality of grooves are spaced apart along the target surface 
at different focal spots. 

13. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 11 Wherein 
each of the grooves includes at least one angled Wall. 
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14. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 13 Wherein the 

at least one angled Wall is con?gured to de?ne a target angle 
relative to an x-ray plane that is less than about ten degrees. 

15. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 comprising at 
least one of an electromagnetic ?eld source and an electro 
static ?eld source con?gured to de?ect the electrons emitted 
by the cathode. 

16. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
de?ected electrons form a plurality of electron beams to pro 
duce a plurality of focal spots along the target. 

17. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
angled target surface is con?gured to increase a spacing 
betWeen focal spots generated from the electrons emitted 
from the cathode. 

18. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
target comprises a planar surface offset from the Z-axis. 

19. An x-ray tube in accordance With claim 18 Wherein the 
cathode is aligned axially With the anode and the target. 

20. A computed tomography (CT) system comprising: 
a gantry having a gantry opening therethrough de?ning a 

Z-axis, the gantry con?gured to rotate about the Z-axis; 
and 

a radiation source coupled to the gantry, the radiation 
source utiliZing focal spot de?ection to project x-rays 
into the gantry opening and Wherein the radiation source 
is offset from the Z-axis. 

21. A CT system in accordance With claim 20 Wherein the 
radiation source is adjustably coupled to the gantry. 

22. A CT system in accordance With claim 20 Wherein the 
radiation source is dynamically adjustable. 

23. A CT system in accordance With claim 20 Wherein the 
radiation source is pivotally rotatable about an axis parallel to 
the Z-axis. 

24. A CT system in accordance With claim 20 Wherein the 
radiation source comprises an x-ray tube having a target and 
Wherein the x-ray tube is offset from the Z-axis such that a 
surface of the target is aligned With the Z-axis. 

25. A CT system in accordance With claim 24 Wherein the 
surface of the target includes a plurality of grooves. 

26. A CT system in accordance With claim 20 Wherein the 
gantry is con?gured to rotate the radiation source in a step 
and-shoot mode. 

27. A CT system in accordance With claim 20 further 
comprising a table con?gured to translate into the gantry 
opening and Wherein the gantry and table remain stationary 
during data acquisition to generate an x-ray radiography 
image. 

28. A CT system in accordance With claim 20 further 
comprising a table con?gured to translate into the gantry 
opening and Wherein the gantry remains stationary and the 
table translates along the Z-axis during data acquisition to 
generate a tomosynthesis image. 

29. A CT system in accordance With claim 20 Wherein the 
radiation source comprises an x-ray tube having a housing 
and Wherein the housing is con?gured to be adjusted relative 
to the Z-axis during a scan With the gantry remaining station 
ary. 

30. A method for generating x-ray beams With an x-ray 
tube, the method comprising: 

generating a plurality of de?ected focal spots along a target 
of the x-ray tube; and 

aligning an angled surface of the target With a Z-axis along 
Which x-ray beams generated by the de?ected focal 
spots are projected. 

* * * * * 


