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To (tlZ whom, it may concern. 

Be it known that I, J OSEPH J. BoYNroN, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at Prince 
ton, in the county of Caldwell and State of 
Kentucky, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Fastenings for Shoes, 
&c. ; and I do declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to fastenings for use 

on shoes, gloves, and other articles having a 
placket-opening the edges of which are drawn 
together by means of a lacing cord or string. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

fastenings for the lacing cord or string which 
will hold said cord or string above the surface 
of the article, thereby preventing the same 
from exerting pressure on the, member of the 
body on which the article is worn and chaf 
ing or rubbing of the skin or retarding blood 
circulation. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view showing a shoe equipped 
with my invention. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
view of one of the fasteners detached. Fig. 
3 is a detail section through one of the meet 
ing edges of the placket and one of the fas 
teners. Figs. a and 5 are perspective views 
of the knuckle and pintle members, and Fig. 
6 is a view showing a slight modi?cation. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents a 
laced shoe of any ordinary construction pro 
vided with the usual placket the meeting edges 
2 and 3 of which are adapted to be connected 
by the lacing cord or string 4. The meeting 
edges 2 and 3 are shown as provided at their 
upper portion with the ordinary hooks or 
studs 5 and at their lower portions with my 
improved fastener 6, which fastener 6 com 
prises two members—a pintle member '7 and 
a knuckle member 8. The pintle member 7 
consists of a strip of metal stamped up through 
the action of a suitable die and doubled or 
folded upon itself to provide upper and lower 
portions 9 and 10, which'are connected at one, 
side by the fold thereof, which forms a pintle 
11. The said portions 9 and 10 are slotted 
for the passage of an eyelet 12, which holds 

the same in fixed relation and secures them to 
the meeting edges 2 and 3 of the placket of 
the shoe, and the said slots therein are angu 
lar in shape at one side, as shown at 13, to 
give required length to the pintle 11. The 
knuckle member 8 consists of a-strip simi 
larly made and folded to provide upper and 
lower portions 14: and 15, which are slotted 
for the passage of an eyelet 16, connecting 
them together. The fold or portion of metal 
connecting said upper and lower portions 14: 
and 15 is enlarged and given a nearly-circular 
formation to provide a knuckle 17, which re 
ceives and embraces the pintle 11 of the mem 
ber 7. By this means it will be seen that 
while the pintle members of the fastener are 
?xed to the meeting edges 2 and 3 of the 
placket of the shoe the knuckle members 8 
are free to swing and may assume a position 
at an angle above the plane thereof, thus al 
lowing the lacing cord or string 4, which 
passes therethrough and which is engaged at 
its ends with the studs 5, to lie in an elevated 
plane above the edges 2 and 3, immediately 
over the instep of the foot, so that when said 
lacing cord or string is drawn taut it will not 
exert a down pressure upon the tongue and 
edges 2 and 3 of the placket and cause rub 
bing or cha?ng of the foot or undue pres 
sure thereon liable to obstruct the blood cir 
culation. The fastener will thus overcome 
the objections to the ordinary style of fas 
tener in which the lacing-cord passes simply 
through eyelets in the portions 2 and 3 and 
lie partially below the same, so as to cause 
objectionable downward pressure on said por 
tions and the tongue of the shoe. 

Instead of disposing the members 7 and 8 
of the fastening as shown and described 
that is, with a pintle member 7 fastened to the 
meeting edges 2 and 3 and the knuckle mem 
bers 8 free to move on said pintle members— 
it will be understood that such arrangement 
of the members of the fastener may be re 
versed~that is to say, the knuckle members 
8 may be secured to the meeting edges 2 and 
3 and the pintle members 7 left free to swing 
upon the knuckle members. If desired, also, 
instead of employing the eyelets 16 as guides 
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for the lacing cord or string 4 I may provide 
the knuckle member of each fastener with a 
stud 18 to take the place of said eyelets, as 
illustrated in Fig. 6. 
The invention is not limited in application 

to a shoe; but it may be employed upon 
gloves, garments of various kinds, and differ 
ent articles where it is desirable to prevent 
the lacing cord or string from exerting unde 
sirable downward pressure upon a part. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
the construction and operation of the inven 
tion will be readily understood without re 
quiring a more extended explanation. 

Various changes in the form, proportion, 
and the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to without departing from the prin~ 
ciple or sacri?cing any of the advantages of 
this invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

1 claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A fastening of the class described com 
prising a pintle member and a knuckle mem 
ber each formed of a single strip of metal 
doubled or folded upon itself, said members 
being provided, respectively, with an eyelet 
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and with a guide connection for a lacing cord 
or string, substantially as described. 

2. A fastening of the class described com 
prising a pintle member and a knuckle mem 
ber each made of a strip of metal bent or 
folded upon itself, one of said members hav 
ing a guide or connection for a lacing cord or 
string and the other having an opening, and 
any eyelet in the said opening for connecting 
the said member to an article to which it is 
adapted to be attached, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. A fastening for lacing cords or strings 
comprising a slotted plate provided with a 
pintle, a second slotted plate provided with a 
knuckle engaging said pintle, a fastening de 
vice disposed in the slot of one of said mem 
bers, and a guide or connection for a lacing 
cord disposed in the slot of the other member, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
nesses. 

JOSEPH J. BOYN TON . 

\Vitnesses: 
JOHN R.’ \VYLIE, 
W. RAY BAKER. 
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