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INTERCHANGEABLE ORNAMENT RING 

PRIOR APPLICATION 

This application claims the bene?t of our US. Provisional 
Patent Application Ser. No. 60/821,881 ?led Aug. 9, 2006. 

COPYRIGHT MATERIAL 

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con 
tains material Which may be subject to copyright protection. 
The oWner has no objection to the facsimile reproduction by 
anyone of the patent document or the patent disclosure, as it 
appears in the Patent and Trademark O?ice patent ?le or 
records, but otherWise reserves all copyright rights Whatso 
ever. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to jeWelry for displaying 
interchangeable objects, such as beads. The decorative object 
is held securely in place While the ring is on a user’ s ?nger, but 
is easily removable and interchangeable When the ring is 
removed from the user’s ?nger. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Due to the often signi?cant price associated With ?ne jeW 
elry pieces, ?exibility Which alloWs a piece to be customiZed 
to the purchaser’s taste or daily Wardrobe selection is useful 
and popular. Bead collecting, usually for bracelets and neck 
laces, has also become quite popular. 

Others have developed various jeWelry pieces that alloW 
for more than one displayed ornament or bead. For example, 
US. Pat. No. 6,318,122, issued Nov. 20, 2001 to Gregg Bur 
gard, entitled INTERCHANGEABLE ORNAMENT JEW 
ELRY DISPLAY is one such example. The devices shoWn 
therein provide a relatively unstable platform for currently 
popular beads having a relatively large diameter hole. Addi 
tionally, the ring shoWn therein holds an ornament bead a 
signi?cantly distance aWay from the Wearer’s ?nger, thus 
presenting an aWkWard piece. 

The present invention provides a novel approach for dis 
playing beads or ornaments having a hole therein or there 
through. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a ring for interchangeably 
displaying a bead-type ornament or other ornament having an 
opening formed therein or there through. The ring includes a 
shank portion shaped in siZe to at least partially encircle the 
user’ s ?nger. A support member extends aWay from the shank 
to a position spaced from the user’s ?nger. A post extends 
from the support member toWard the user and terminates in a 
free end such that a bead or other ornament may be positioned 
on the post When the ring is not on a ?nger or is held captive 
by the support member and post When the ring is on a ?nger. 

Other bene?ts, advantages, and objects of the present 
invention may be seen from careful examination of the fol 
loWing detailed descriptions of preferred embodiments and 
the various ?gures of the draWing, all of Which comprise 
disclosure of the present invention. The jeWelry device 
described here and is described and illustrated as a ?nger ring. 
It should be understood that variations on this theme, such as 
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2 
a toe ring or other body jeWelry are included Within the scope 
of the present invention described for use on a user’s ?nger. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

Like reference numerals are used to indicate like parts 
throughout the various ?gures of the draWing, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a pictorial vieW of a ring according to one embodi 
ment of the present invention shoWn With an ornament bead in 
place; 

FIG. 2 is a vieW similar to FIG. 1 Without an ornament in 
place; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational vieW of the embodiment shoWn 
in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a top elevational vieW thereof; 
FIG. 5 is a top elevational vieW of a second embodiment of 

the present invention shoWn With an ornament bead; 

FIG. 6 is a front elevational vieW of the embodiment shoWn 
in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a side elevational vieW of the embodiment shoWn 
in FIGS. 5 and 6, Without the ornament bead; 

FIG. 8 is a top elevational vieW of a third embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 9 is a side elevational vieW thereof; 

FIG. 10 is a front elevational vieW thereof; and 

FIG. 11 is a back elevational vieW thereof. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention provides a device With no moving 
parts for interchangeably displaying a bead or similar oma 
ment as a piece of j eWelry in the form of a ?nger ring. Glass 
beads, such as those popularly sold under the trademark 
TROLLBEADSTM by Lund Trading, LLC of Columbia, Md. 
or PANDORATM sold by Pandora JeWelry, LLC, also of 
Columbia, Md. Pandora JeWelry, LLC is also the oWner of 
US. Pat. No. 7,007,507 relating to necklaces and bracelets for 
displaying such beads. These beads are made of glass, pre 
cious metals, and/or gem stones. These popular beads may 
include a wide variety of color patterns, textures, and shapes, 
but mo st are generally Within a predetermined range of diam 
eter and thickness. 

Referring to the various ?gures of the draWing, and ?rst to 
FIGS. 1-4, therein is shoWn at 10 a ring according to a ?rst 
embodiment of the present invention. The ring 10 includes a 
shank 12 Which de?nes an opening 14 that is siZed to ?t 
comfortably on, for example, a user’s ?nger. As used herein, 
“?nger” is understood to include a toe or even an arm of a 

Wearer, depending on hoW the item is siZed. Extending out 
Wardly from the band formed by the shank 12 is at least one 
support member 16, 18. A post 20 extends from the support 
member 16, 18 generally toWard the user’s ?nger and termi 
nates at a free end 22. InWardly of the post 20 can be an 
opening 24. An ornamental bead 26 may be placed on the post 
20 by inserting it into the ?nger opening 14, lifting it through 
the opening 24 and positioning its bore opening over the free 
end 22 and onto the post 20. Once the user’s ?nger is inserted 
into the ring opening 14, the bead 26 is held captive. As 
desired, the bead 26 may be permitted or not permitted to 
rotate on the post 20. Alternatively, the post 20 may be 
threaded to engage a bead 26 having a threaded bore, such as 
the aforementioned and Well knoWn PANDORATM brand 
beads. 
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As used herein, “bead” and “bead-type ornament” is meant 
to include any ornament Which has a bore formed partially or 
fully therethrough, regardless of speci?c shape, style, or 
material. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 5-7, therein is shoWn at 28 a second 
embodiment of the present invention. This embodiment 28 
also includes a shank portion 12 but has a less de?ned or 
partially de?ned top portion of the opening 24 into Which the 
bead 26 is lifted for placement on the post 20. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 8-11, therein is shoWn at 30 a third 
embodiment of the present invention in Which the post 20 is 
slightly forWardly offset from the shank portion 12 of the ring. 
The three embodiments shoWn herein include ornamental 
aspects in addition to their functional variations in structure. 
The ornamental aspects of these designs may be the subject of 
copyright and/or design patent protection. 
Many other variations in ring designs may be made Without 

departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
For example, a single support member (16 or 18) may extend 
from the shank portion 12 from either a side or the front of the 
ring toWard a position to support the post 20. So long as the 
post 20 is supported and the free end 22 extended in a manner 
Which alloWs an ornament having an opening therein or there 
through to be lifted into position for placement on the post 20 
When the ring 10, 28, 30 is not on the user’s ?nger and is held 
captive When the ring 10, 28, 30 is placed on the user’ s ?nger, 
such a device is considered to be Within the spirit and scope of 
the present invention. Accordingly, patent protection is not to 
be limited by the speci?c embodiments disclosed herein, but 
by the folloWing claim or claims, interpreted in accordance 
With legal concepts of claim construction. 
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What We claim is: 
1. A ring for interchangeably displaying a bead-type oma 

ment, comprising: 
a ring shank siZed and shaped to at least partially encircle a 

Wearer’s ?nger; 
a support member extending generally aWay from the 

shank to a position spaced from a Wearer’s ?nger; and 
a post extending from the support member generally 

toWard the Wearer’ s ?nger and terminating in a free end 
positioned near the Wearer’s ?nger, 

Wherein, a bead-type ornament can be placed on and 
removed from the post When the ring is not on the Wear 
er’s ?nger and is captured on the post When the ring is in 
place on the Wearer’s ?nger. 

2. The ring of claim 1, Wherein the post includes threads 
siZed and shaped to engage complementary threads in a bead 
type ornament. 

3. The ring of claim 1, Wherein the shank includes a top 
portion at least partially de?ning an opening through Which 
the ornament passes for placement on and removal from the 
post. 

4. The ring of claim 3, Wherein the top portion de?nes an 
opening through Which the ornament is passed for placement 
on and removal from the post. 

5. The ring of claim 1, comprising a plurality of support 
members extending from the shank to support the post. 

6. The ring of claim 3, comprising a plurality of support 
members extending from separate positions adjacent a 
periphery of the opening to support the post. 

* * * * * 


