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PHOTONIC CRYSTAL DEVICES USING 
NEGATIVE REFRACTION 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the bene?t under 35 U.S.C. §119 
(e) of US. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/681,521, 
?led on May 16, 2005, the disclosure of Which is incorporated 
by reference herein. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

This invention Was made under Air Force Research Labo 
ratories, HanscomAFB, Contract No. F33615-01 -1 -1007 and 
NSF Grant No. PHY-0457002. The government has certain 
rights in this invention. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

TWo types of materials can exhibit negative refraction and 
thus possess negative refractive indices. One is the Wire and 
split-ring resonator metamaterial. The other is the photonic 
crystal. 
A metamaterial has a crystal structure Which has a lattice 

spacing much less than the operating Wave length. The 
mechanism is to invoke electric and magnetic resonances so 
that this arti?cial structure can have negative permittivity and 
permeability simultaneously. Since the material has negative 
refraction only in the neighborhood of resonances, high loss 
is expected. This severely restricts the application of this type 
of material. 
A photonic crystal uses a completely different mechanism 

to achieve negative refraction. A photonic crystal is a crystal 
Withperiodic variation of eitherperrnittivity such as dielectric 
photonic crystals or permeability such as magnetic photonic 
crystals. With high contrast of the dielectric constants of the 
component materials of the photonic crystal, the frequency 
and Wave vector dispersion relation is strongly modulated 
compared With homogeneous media. In general the Wave 
vector and the group velocity in the crystal are neitherparallel 
nor anti-parallel to each other. At certain frequencies, the 
group velocity and/or Wave vector refract negatively. A pho 
tonic crystal has the advantage that the design can be scaled to 
any frequency from radio frequencies to optical, and even 
X-rays. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A plano-concave lens made from one-dimensional (1D) 
broadband left-handed photonic crystal is provided to focus 
incident plane Waves to a point. Negative refraction of plane 
Waves and plano-concave lens focusing is achieved by 1D 
photonic crystals. The focal length folloWs the standard laWs 
of geometrical optics combined With negative refraction. 
Also, a plano-concave lens made from tWo-dimensional (2D) 
left-handed photonic crystal having negative refraction is also 
provided to focus incident plane Waves to a point. Addition 
ally, a three-dimensional (3D) plano-concave lens is also 
provided to focus incident plane Waves to a point. 

In another embodiment, a plano-concave lens With a 
spherical refracting corrugated surface acting as a grating 
using selective diffraction of minus one order is provided for 
focusing of plane Waves to a point. A homogeneous prism 
With surface grating in the form of surface corrugations is 
provided to shoW negative refraction of incident plane Wave 
beams. 
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2 
In a further embodiment, a plano-concave lens composed 

of homo geneous material of suf?ciently large refractive index 
With aspherical corrugated surface acting as a diffraction 
grating displays minimum aberration and optimum focusing. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention Will be more fully understood from the fol 
loWing detailed description taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1A is a schematic diagram of a tWo-dimensional 
photonic crystal for focusing incident plane Waves to a point. 
FIG. 1A also illustrates the microWave focusing experimental 
setup. 

FIG. 1B is a side vieW of FIG. 1A. 

FIG. 2 illustrates an experimental demonstration of focus 
ing by one embodiment of a 2D plano-concave photonic 
crystal lens having radius of curvature 13.5 cm. The focus 
point observed at 9.31 GHZ is 10.1 cm from the concave lens 
surface. Aphotograph of the photonic crystal is superimposed 
on tWo MATLAB surface plots of experimental data to obtain 
the ?nal ?gure. A dark strip in the center is a schematic 
representation of the area betWeen the lens and the incoming 
Wave. On the left side, a ?eld map of the incoming plane Wave 
is shoWn (real part of transmission coe?icient) and on the 
right side, intensity of the focus point is shoWn. Regarding the 
scale, on the left, the real part of S21 varies from —0.025 to 
0.025, and on the right side, intensity varies from 0 to 1.6x 
10_3. Dimensions of the ?gure are 49><34 cm2. The lattice 
spacing is 1.8 cm and the packing density of the square lattice 
is determined from the ratio r/a:0. 175. 

FIG. 3 illustrates experimental ?eld maps of the inverse of 
FIG. 2, shoWing an incident source at the focal point and the 
emerging plane Wave. Regarding scale, on the left side, inten 
sity varies from 0.005 to 0.055, and on the right side, the real 
part of S21 varies from —0.025 to 0.015. Dimensions of the 
?gure are 49><34 cm2. 

FIG. 4 illustrates the band structure of the photonic crystal 
calculated from the plane Wave expansion method. 

FIG. 5A illustrates a schematic diagram of a one dimen 
sional (1D) photonic crystal prism With negative refraction of 
plane Waves and the microWave experimental setup therefor. 
In one embodiment, the angle of incidence 0 is 450 and angle 
of refraction q) is 36.90 resulting in negative refraction With 
refractive index np:—0.85 at 10.55 GHZ. The real part of S21 
scale on the left side varies from —0.01 5 to 0.015, and on the 
right side from —0.006 to 0.006. 

FIG. 5B is a schematic top vieW illustrating bars forming 
the photonic crystal of FIG. 5A. 

FIG. 5C is in isometric vieW of a single bar forming the 
photonic crystal of FIGS. 5A and 5B. 

FIG. 6A illustrates the band structure of the TM modes of 
the 1D photonic crystal With a:1 cm, d:0.5 cm, and 6:89. 

FIG. 6B illustrates frequency versus average outgoing 
poWer, calculated as the average of IS21 |2 in the scanned area. 
As seen in FIG. 6A, from 3-5 GHZ all energy is internally 
re?ected and not transmitted. Measurement Was performed 
betWeen 3-11.5 GHZ. 

FIG. 7 illustrates focusing by a 1D plano-concave photonic 
crystal lens embodiment having radius of curvature R:18 cm. 
The focus point observed at 9.5 GHZ is 6.15 cm from the 
concave lens surface. A photograph of the photonic crystal is 
superimposed to obtain the ?nal ?gure. On the left side, a ?eld 
map of the incoming plane Wave is shoWn (real part of trans 
mission coe?icient), and on the right side, intensity of the 
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focus point. Regarding scale, on the left side, from —0.03 to 
0.03, on the right side, from 0 to 4><10_3. Dimensions of the 
lens are 19x38 cm2. 

FIG. 8 illustrates ?eld maps of the inverse of FIG. 7 shoW 
ing an incident source at the focal point and the emerging 
plane Wave. Regarding scale, on the left side, intensity varies 
from 0 to 0.14, and on the right side, the real part ofS21 varies 
from —0.03 to 0.02. The source is placed at the focal length 
6.15 cm and plane Wave is observed at 9.55 GHZ. 

FIG. 9 illustrates refractive indices np determined from the 
focusing and refraction experiments for the TM modes of the 
1D dielectric photonic crystals With 6:89. The solid line is 
for a ?rst photonic crystal (PC1) having d/a:0.5, and the 
dashed line is for a second photonic crystal (PC2) having 
d/a:0.625. 

FIG. 10 illustrates the range of negative and positive refrac 
tion of a diffraction grating prism With refractive index 
n:1.58 and as:2 cm. 

FIG. 11 illustrates focusing of an embodiment of a diffrac 
tion grating plano-concave lens at 8.5 GHZ. The refractive 
index is n:3 and a:1 cm. 

FIG. 12 illustrates an aspherical plano-concave lens of 
minimum aberration operating at 8.5 GHZ. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a dielectric photonic crys 
tal having a negative refractive index used for focusing of 
electromagnetic radiation. Referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, a 
plano-concave lens 10 is formed from a dielectric photonic 
crystal 12. The lens includes one planar face 14 and one 
concavely curved circular face 16. The lens is comprised of a 
tWo-dimensional periodic array of rods 18 of a suitable mate 
rial, such as alumina or silicon, arranged in a square lattice in 
a medium such as air. A Waveguide 20 directs electromagnetic 
radiation toWard the planar face. The lens can be used With 
any frequency of electromagnetic radiation; it is particularly 
useful With microWave or optical frequencies. Alumina is a 
suitable material for microWave frequencies; silicon is a suit 
able material for optical frequencies. Other materials With 
high dielectric constant and loW loss can also be used to 
fabricate the photonic crystals. An absorber 22 is used to form 
a microWave beam. A netWork analyZer 24 and X-Y motor 26 
are detecting apparatus used for experimentation and set up. 
These elements are not present in the actual device. The 
propagation of the Wave in the photonic crystal is along the 
17X direction (along the normal of the ?rst ?at surface) of the 
?rst Brillouin Zone. The Waves negatively refract at the 
curved face 16 and converge at a focal point 28. 

In one embodiment, the lens is formed from a periodic 
array of alumina rods in air, arranged in a square lattice. The 
dielectric constant e is 8.9 for microWaves. The ratio of the 
radius of the alumina rods to the lattice spacing is r/a:0.175. 
The rod height h is determined by the radius of the rods, such 
that the frequencies of negative refraction are less than the 
cutoff frequency c/2 h of the parallel-plate Waveguide. One 
can use any height of the rods if the incident microWave or 
light is polariZed along the axis of the rods. It Will be appre 
ciated by those of skill in the art that the height of the rods, the 
rod diameter, and the lattice spacing (center-to-center spacing 
betWeen adjacent rods) depend on the Wavelength of the 
incoming radiation to be focused. Any other shapes of rods 
such as square rods can also be used as long as they are easy 
to fabricate. Other lattices than square lattices, such as tri 
angle lattices, honeycomb lattices or kagome lattices, can 
also be used. Instead of rod pillars, air holes can also be used. 
The rod or hole siZe, its dielectric constant, the crystal struc 
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4 
ture, lattice spacing are determined by the band structure for 
a targeting frequency range With optimal performance. 
MicroWave focusing measurements Were carried out using 

three plano-concave lenses made of a dielectric photonic 
crystal. The radii of curvature of the lenses Were 13.5, 17.5, 
and 22 cm. The experimental setup is also shoWn in FIG. 1. 
MicroWave measurements Were carried out in a parallel plate 
Waveguide. An X-band Waveguide kept at a distance of 150 
cm from the ?at surface of the lens acted as a microWave 
source. The emitted Wave travels through the parallel-plate 
Waveguide and the eventual plane Wave is made incident on 
the ?at surface of the lens. The propagation of the Wave inside 
the photonic crystal is along I'X direction of the Brillouin 
Zone. Field maps of the incoming plane Wave and the emerg 
ing radiation, on the far side, are captured using a monopole 
sensor on a ground plane, as shoWn in FIG. 2. The sensor is 
hooked up to an automated X-Y translational stage Which 
scans for the electric-?eld component of the microWaves in 
the region of interest. An HP-8510C netWork analyZer is used 
for measuring the transmission characteristics. An inverse 
experiment is shoWn in FIG. 3 Where a plane Wave beam is 
emerging from a point source at the focal point through the 
plano-concave lens. 
The measured values of the refractive indices of the lens are 

in agreement With those determined from band structure cal 
culations from both refraction and focusing experiments. The 
band structure is calculated by using the standard plane Wave 
expansion method. The refractive index for the phase velocity 
is np:(k/u))sgn(k~vg). The corresponding band structure of the 
photonic crystal is shoWn in FIG. 4. 
A photonic crystal lens With negative refraction provides 

advantages over a conventional material With positive refrac 
tion. Lenses With reduced geometric aberrations produce 
sharper images With enhanced resolution. A larger radius of 
curvature reduces aberrations in the image formed. A photo 
nic crystal lens having the same focal length as that of a 
conventional lens Weighs far less. The ability to tailor the 
refractive index With photonic crystal materials provides con 
trol over the focal length, Which helps to reduce the length of 
the optical system. 

In another aspect of the present invention, negative refrac 
tion is achieved in one-dimensional photonic crystals as Well. 
Referring to FIGS. 5A-C, a plurality of bars 30 of different 
lengths is laid out in a parallel arrangement to form a prism 32 
of a right angle triangle de?ned by tWo right angle surfaces 
34, 36 and a hypotenuse 38. The ?rst right angle surface 34 is 
de?ned by the ?rst bar. The other right angle surface 36 is 
de?ned by the aligned ends of the plurality of bars. The 
hypotenuse 38 is de?ned by the opposite ends of the bars, 
Which form a staggered pattern. A plane Wave incident nor 
mally to the ?rst surface (incident angle 6 at the hypotenuse) 
is refracted (angle (1)) by the hypotenuse of the 1D prism, as 
indicated in FIG. 5A. 

In one embodiment, suitable foruse With microWave radia 
tion, a parallel-plate Waveguide is provided having a height 
h:1.25 cm, length of6 ft, Width of3 ft (3x6 ft2). For frequen 
cies beloW 12 GHZ, the excitation in this quasi-2D system is 
the transverse magnetic (TM) modes With the electric ?eld in 
the vertical direction. Alumina bars With permittivity 6:89 
Were laid out to form a prism of a right angle triangle. The bars 
have a height h:1.25 cm and Width d:0.5 cm. In one case 
(PC1), the prism has a lattice constant a:1 cm and the incident 
angle is 6:45°. In another case (PC2), the prism has a lattice 
constant of a:0.8 cm and the incident angle is 6:51°. The bars 
preferably have a perpendicular cut (see FIGS. 5B and 5C), 
rather than a slanted cut to reduce the modulations of the 
outgoing Waves, partly due to the absence of sharp comers. 
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The electric ?eld of the microwaves Were scanned using a 
monopole antenna attached to an X-Y robot 40 in the fre 
quency WindoW 3-1 1 .5 GHZ. An HP-8510C netWork analyzer 
42 Was used for measuring the transmission characteristics.A 
schematic diagram of the experimental setup is shoWn in FIG. 
5A. The average poWer of the scanned points is plotted as a 
function of frequency in FIG. 6A. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a one dimensional plano-concave lens 50 
formed from a series of parallel bars 52. The bars have vary 
ing lengths to form a planar surface 54 and a concave surface 
56. The concave surface is a semi-circle. A sharp focal point 
58 is located at 6.15 cm aWay from the curved surface 56 of 
the plano-concave lens 50 When a microWave beam incidents 
at frequency 9.5 GHZ. From left to right in FIG. 7, the incom 
ing plane Wave, a real picture of the photonic crystal lens and 
the emerging mapped ?eld are shoWn. Clear focusing is 
observed in the frequency range 9.2-11.5 GHZ. An inverse 
experiment in Which a point source is placed at the observed 
focal point of the lens at a single frequency Was also carried 
out. As shoWn in FIG. 8, a circular Wave front from the point 
source afterpassing through the lens emerges as a plane Wave. 
These tWo results validate the behavior of a left-handed 
plano-concave lens. The refractive indices np determined 
from the prism refraction experiments (PC1 and PC2) and the 
plano-concave lens experiment are shoWn in FIG. 9. Very 
good agreement With those calculated from the band structure 
is observed. 

The 1D photonic crystal is a model that is exactly soluble. 
For the TM modes, it is just the Kronig-Penny model With an 
energy dependent potential. The band structure for the TM 
modes for the ?lling factor d/a:0.5 is shoWn in FIG. 6A. A 
band gap is located betWeen 5.55-8.9 GHZ. The second pass 
band is betWeen 8.9-12.7 GHZ and has negative refractive 
index. The refraction of a microWave beam by the PC1 prism 
at 10.55 GHZ is shoWn in FIG. 5. By ?tting the outgoing beam 
With a plane Wave, the Wave front is determined and an effec 
tive index np:—0.85 is obtained using Snell’s laW. 

In another embodiment, a diffraction grating is deposited 
or created using surface corrugation on one surface of the 
prism (grism) or on the concave surface of the plano-concave 
lens. The present invention achieves negative refraction by 
selective diffraction grating of the minus one order. Consider 
a right angle prism of glass (n~1.58). Consider an incident 
Wave normal to one of the shorter side. The incident angle at 
the hypotenuse is GIL/4. Since n sin(0)>1, the beam experi 
ences total internal refraction. No beam is refracted at the 
hypotenuse into the air. HoWever if some grating is etched on 
the hypotenuse like a grism, surface Waves are excited and 
Bragg diffraction Waves propagate in the air. If the grating is 
very sparse, many orders of Bragg diffraction radiate With the 
component of the Wave vector along the surface being 
kMInkO sin(0)+2mrc/aS. Here k0 is the Wave vector in the air, 
as is the grating spacing, and m is the order of the Bragg 
diffraction. Since n sin(0)>1, only the negative orders of 
Bragg Waves radiate, m<0. HoWever as the grating density 
increases, many high orders of Bragg Waves become evanes 
cent and cease to radiate. At a certain grating density, the 
Bragg Waves of m:—1 and m:—2 radiate. Further increasing 
the grating density Will eliminate the m:—2 order but keep the 
minus one order. Since there is only one beam coming out of 
the prism at the hypotenuse and bending negatively, the phe 
nomena of negative refraction instead of diffraction is Well 
de?ned. It is under this condition that one can achieve nega 
tive refraction by selective Bragg diffraction. The case for 
n:1.58 and as:2.5 cm is shoWn in the FIG. 10. From 5-10.1 
GHZ, the refraction is negative With only the Bragg Wave of 
the m:—1 order, the diffraction is a Well-de?ned refraction. 
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6 
The effective refractive index is nQfIn sin(0)—2Jt/kOaS. HoW 
ever betWeen 5 and 8.7 GHZ, ne <0, the m:—1 beam is radi 
ating to the left of the surface normal, thus demonstrating 
negative refraction. For the frequency among 8.7-10.1 GHZ, 
ne1f>0, the refraction is positive. Beyond 10.1 GHZ, m:—2 is 
present. 

This mechanism can be used to design optical devices, 
including devices that use applications such as plano-concave 
lens focusing and a homogeneous material. Unlike the grism 
With an evenly spaced grating, the plano-concave lens should 
have an uneven grating since one of the surfaces that Will have 
the grating is not ?at. The grating on the concave surface (a 
semi-circle) has constant spacing a along the optical axis. 
Thus the grating periodicity is aS:a/sin(0). Here 0 is the 
incident angle of the parallel beam With respect to the normal 
of the curved surface of the lens. The refracted angle 4) is given 
by sin((|)):(n—2r|:/kOa)sin(0). If n~2rc/koa, a parallel beam is 
focused into a high quality point image around the center of 
the semi-circle. A numerical simulation for a circular plano 
concave lens operating at 8.5 GHZ is shoWn in FIG. 11. The 
lens is made of material With refractive index n:3 and has a:1 
cm. 

Use of an aspherical refracting corrugated surface leads to 
an image With superior focus and minimum aberration. The 
aspherical curve is elliptic y2+(1—nq7r2)(x—xc)2:(1—nef2)xc2 
With xff/ (1 +nef), Where f is the desired focal length and nef 
is the refractive index of the homogeneous material. An 
FDTD simulation shoWing the superior focus is shoWn in 
FIG. 12. 
The same examples can be translated to all frequencies in 

the electromagnetic spectrum. For example at optical fre 
quencies, the designs Would be similar but Would use silicon 
as the base dielectric material. The surface corrugation can be 
either composed of grooves or can be comprised of metallic 
rulings. 
The typical siZe of these lenses is a feW times bigger than 

the Wavelength. These lenses therefore are not designed using 
the concept of geometric optics. They are of great advantage 
to be used as optical components in integrated optical circuits, 
and in microWave communication structures. 
The devices of the present invention can be useful in many 

optical applications, astronomical telescopes, commercial 
and defense microWave communications. 

Although 1D and 2D devices are described, three dimen 
sional (3D) devices can be provided as Well, such as in a 
lattice arranged as shoWn in FIGS. 1A and 1B. 
The invention is not to be limited by What has been par 

ticularly shoWn and described, except as indicated by the 
appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An optical device comprising a photonic crystal lens, 

said photonic crystal lens comprising: 
a body comprised of a photonic crystal material, the body 

having a planar face and a concave face; 
the photonic crystal material having a varying permittivity 

or a varying permeability or a varying permittivity and 
permeability; 

the photonic crystal material con?gured to provide nega 
tive refraction at the concave face of incident plane 
Waves on the planar face; and 

a Wave guide integrally attached to the photonic crystal 
lens to direct incident radiation on the planar face. 

2. The optical device of claim 1, Wherein the photonic 
crystal material is comprised of alumina or silica rods 
arranged in air. 
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3. The optical device of claim 1, Wherein the body com 
prises a tWo-dimensional array of parallel rods arranged in a 
lattice con?guration. 

4. The optical device of claim 3, Wherein the rods have a 
circular, square, triangular, or polygonal cross section. 

5. The optical device of claim 3, Wherein the lattice con 
?guration comprises a square lattice, a triangular lattice, a 
honeycomb lattice, or a kagome lattice. 

6. A photonic crystal lens, comprising: 
a body comprised of a photonic crystal material, the body 

having a planar face and a concave face; 
the photonic crystal material having a varying permittivity 

or a varying permeability or a varying permittivity and 
permeability; 

the photonic crystal material con?gured to provide nega 
tive refraction at the concave face of incident plane 
Waves on the planar face, 

Wherein the body comprises a one-dimensional array of 
parallel rods arranged inparallel, one rod comprising the 
planar face, and ends of a plurality of rods arranged in a 
staggered pattern comprising the concave face. 

7. The optical device of claim 1, Wherein the body com 
prises a three dimensional array of parallel rods arranged in a 
lattice con?guration. 

8. A photonic crystal lens comprising: 
a body comprised of a photonic crystal material, the body 

having a planar face and a concave face; 
the photonic crystal material having a varying permittivity 

or a varying permeability or a varying permittivity and 
permeability; and 
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further comprising a diffraction grating of minus one order 

formed on the concave face; 

Wherein incident plane Waves on the planar face are nega 
tively refracted at the concave face. 

9. The photonic crystal lens of claim 8, Wherein the dif 
fraction grating is comprised of staggered ends of a plurality 
of rods. 

10. The optical device of claim 1, Wherein the photonic 
crystal material is operative to transmit microWave radiation. 

11. The optical device of claim 1, Wherein the photonic 
crystal material is operative to transmit optical radiation. 

12. A circuit comprising the optical device of claim 1. 
13. A method of focusing radiation comprising: 
providing optical device the of claim 1; 
directing an incident plane Wave onto the planar face of the 

photonic crystal; and 
negatively refracting the incident radiation at the concave 

face to a focal point. 

14. A method of generating plane Waves comprising: 
providing the optical device of claim 1; 
generating radiation from a point source located at a focal 

point of the concave face of the photonic crystal; 
transmitting a plane Wave from the planar face of the pho 

tonic crystal. 
15. The optical device of claim 1, Wherein the photonic 

crystal material has a negative index of refraction. 

* * * * * 


