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(57) ABSTRACT 

A vehicle multi-compartment cargo system includes a ?rst 
storage compartment de?ned by a cargo bin lining. The ?rst 
storage compartment has an open upper side selectively 
closed by a ?rst compartment lid. A second storage compart 
ment is also de?ned by the cargo bin lining. The second 
storage compartment has an open upper side selectively 
closed by a second compartment lid. The ?rst and second 
compartment lids form a cargo ?oor. A side compartment is 
de?ned by a side lining. The side compartment has an open 
side extending upWard from the cargo ?oor and is selectively 
closed by a side compartment lid. 
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MULTI-COMPARTMENT CARGO SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND 

The present disclosure generally relates to cargo systems 
for vehicles, and particularly relates to a multi-compar‘tment 
cargo system for a vehicle, such as a sport utility vehicle, 
crossover vehicle, station Wagon or the like. 
A large variety of storage systems have been employed in 

vehicles. In recent years, the proliferation of sport utility 
vehicles, crossover vehicles, station Wagons and the like has 
created a neW set of challenges for vehicle designers. In 
particular, the challenge centers around the area disposed 
behind the rear-most seating area in a vehicle. This area is 
typically open to vieW from an exterior of the vehicle. 

Compartments are also Well knoWn in vehicles. For 
example, vehicle compartments include the glove box, roof 
and/or seat consoles, compartments in doors, seat backs or 
sides of a cargo area. Such compartments are sometimes 
covered or closed by a hinged door or lid. Compartments are 
also knoWn Which extend beloW the ?oor of a cargo area. For 
example, spare-Wheel storage areas are often disposed 
beneath the ?oor in the cargo area of a vehicle. 

SUMMARY 

According to one aspect, a multi-compartment cargo sys 
tem is provided for a vehicle. More particularly, in accor 
dance With this aspect, the multi-compartment cargo system 
includes a cargo bin lining having an upper side forming a 
cargo ?oor of the vehicle. A ?rst storage compartment is 
de?ned by the cargo bin lining. The ?rst storage compartment 
is recessed from the upper side With a ?rst compartment 
opening de?ned in the upper side. The ?rst storage compart 
ment longitudinally extends laterally across the vehicle. A 
second storage compartment is de?ned by the cargo bin lin 
ing. The second storage compartment is recessed from the 
upper side With a second compartment opening de?ned in the 
upper side and positioned rearWardly relative to the ?rst com 
partment opening. The second storage compartment longitu 
dinally extends laterally across the vehicle. A ?rst lid is dis 
posed over the ?rst compartment opening and further forms 
the cargo ?oor. The ?rst lid is selectively openable for pro 
viding access to the ?rst storage compartment. A second lid is 
disposed over the second compartment opening and further 
forms the cargo ?oor. The second lid is selectively openable 
for providing access to the second storage compartment. A 
side lining has a front side forming a lateral Wall of the 
vehicle. The lateral interior Wall extends upWard from the 
cargo ?oor. A side compartment is de?ned by the side lining. 
The side compartment is recessed from the front side With a 
side compartment opening de?ned in the front side. A side 
compartment lid is disposed over the side compartment open 
ing and further forms the lateral interior Wall. The side lid is 
selectively openable for providing access to the side storage 
compartment. 

According to another aspect, a vehicle multi-compar‘tment 
cargo system is provided. More particularly, in accordance 
With this aspect, the vehicle multi-compartment cargo system 
includes a ?rst storage compartment de?ned by a cargo bin 
lining. The ?rst storage compartment has an open upper side 
selectively closed by a ?rst compartment lid. A second stor 
age compartment is de?ned by the cargo bin lining. The 
second storage compartment has an open upper side selec 
tively closed by a second compartment lid. The ?rst and 
second compartment lids form a cargo ?oor. A side compart 
ment is de?ned by a side lining. The side compartment has an 
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2 
open side extending upWard from the cargo ?oor and selec 
tively closed by a side compartment lid. 

According to still another aspect, a multi-compar‘tment 
cargo system is provided. More particularly, in accordance 
With this aspect, the multi-compar‘tment cargo system 
includes a laterally extending ?rst storage compartment hav 
ing an open upper side. A ?rst storage compartment lid is 
pivotally mounted over the open upper side for providing 
selective access to the ?rst storage compartment. A laterally 
extending second storage compartment has an open side. The 
?rst and second storage compartments are arranged in side 
by-side relation. A second storage compartment lid is pivot 
ally mounted over the open side of the second storage com 
partment for providing selective access to the second storage 
compartment. A side compartment extends along adjacent 
ends of the ?rst and second storage compartments. The side 
compartment has an open side disposed at the adjacent ends. 
A side lid is pivotally mounted over the open side of the side 
compartment for providing selective access to the side stor 
age compartment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a multi-compartment cargo 
system for a vehicle having ?rst and second storage compart 
ments arranged in side-by-side relation and longitudinally 
extending laterally across the vehicle. 

FIG. 2 is another perspective vieW of the multi-compar‘t 
ment cargo system shoWn With a side compartment lid opened 
to provide access to a side storage compartment. 

FIG. 3 is another perspective vieW of the multi-compar‘t 
ment cargo system shoWn With a second lid opened to provide 
access to the second storage compartment. 

FIG. 4 is another perspective vieW of the multi-compar‘t 
ment cargo system shoWn With a ?rst lid opened to provide 
access to the ?rst storage compartment. 

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional vieW of the multi-compartment 
cargo system taken along the line 5-5 of FIG. 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring noW to the draWings, Wherein the shoWings are 
for purposes of illustrating one or more exemplary embodi 
ments, FIG. 1 shoWs a multi-compar‘tment cargo system 10 of 
a vehicle 12. The cargo system 10 can be positioned Within a 
passenger compartment of the vehicle 12 rearWardly behind 
the rear-most seats of the vehicle (not shoWn), for example. 
With additional reference to FIG. 5, the cargo system 10 
includes a cargo bin lining 14 having an upper side 16 that can 
at least partially form a cargo ?oor 18 of the vehicle 12. In the 
illustrated embodiment, the upper side 16 includes a for 
Wardly disposed portion 16a and a recessed portion 16b that 
enables the provision of the cargo ?oor 18 being relatively ?at 
or planar. Of course, hoWever, other con?gurations of the 
cargo bin lining 14 and/or the upper side 16 thereof are 
contemplated and could easily be substituted for those shoWn 
in the illustrated embodiment. 
As shoWn, a ?rst storage compartment 20 is de?ned by the 

cargo bin lining 14. Particularly, the ?rst storage compart 
ment 20 can be recessed from the upper side 16 With a ?rst 
compartment opening 22 de?ned in the upper side 16. The 
?rst storage compartment 20 longitudinally extends laterally 
across the vehicle 12. A second storage compartment 24 is 
also de?ned by the cargo bin lining 14. The second storage 
compartment 24 can be recessed from the upper side 16 With 
a second compartment opening 26 de?ned in the upper side 
16 andpositioned rearWardly relative to the ?rst compartment 
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opening 22. Like the ?rst storage compartment 20, the second 
storage compartment 24 longitudinally extends laterally 
across the vehicle 12. 

A ?rst lid 28 is disposed over the ?rst compartment open 
ing 22 thereby selectively closing the open upper side of the 
?rst storage compartment 20. Likewise, a second lid 30 is 
disposed over the second compartment opening 26 to selec 
tively close the open upper side of the second storage com 
partment 24. In combination With the upper side 16 of the 
cargo bin lining 14, the ?rst and second compartment lids 
28,30 form the cargo ?oor 18. As best shoWn in FIG. 4, the 
?rst lid 28 is selectively openable for providing access to the 
?rst storage compartment 20. Likewise, as best shoWn in FIG. 
3, the second lid 30 is selectively openable for providing 
access to the second storage compartment 24. 

The ?rst storage compartment 20 has or is de?ned by a 
forWard Wall 2011, a rearWard Wall 20b spaced apart from the 
forWard Wall 2011, and spaced apart side walls 200 extending 
betWeen the forWard and rearWard Walls 2011, 20b. LikeWise, a 
second storage compartment 24 has or is de?ned by a forWard 
Wall 2411, a rearWard Wall 24b spaced apart from the forWard 
Wall 24a, and spaced apart side walls 240 extending betWeen 
the forWard and rearWard Walls 2411,24b. Both compartments 
20,24 also include respective bottom Walls 2011,2411. 
As shoWn, the ?rst and second storage compartments 20,24 

are each rectangular shaped having a major dimension 
extending laterally across the vehicle 12 from a lateral interior 
Wall 32 on one side of the vehicle 12 to an opposite, lateral 
interior Wall (not shoWn) and a minor dimension extending 
lengthWise (i.e., in a direction of travel) along the vehicle 12. 
As shoWn, the ?rst and second storage compartments 20,24 
are separated from one another by a dividing Wall. In the 
illustrated embodiment, the dividing Wall is formed of the 
rearWard Wall 20b of the ?rst storage compartment 20 and the 
forWard Wall 2411 of the second storage compartment 24. 
Particularly, in the illustrated embodiment, the rearWard Wall 
20b and the forWard Wall 2411 are spaced apart from one 
another to de?ne an underside recess 36 Within Which a cross 

member 38 of a vehicle frame can be received providing 
support and rigidity to the lining 14, and ultimately to the 
cargo ?oor 18. In the illustrated embodiment, the rearWard 
Wall 20b of the ?rst storage compartment 20 and the forWard 
Wall 2411 of the second storage compartment 24 divide and 
separate the ?rst and second storage compartments 20,24 
from one another. 

For purposes of maximiZing the available storage space 
provided by the cargo system 10, the ?rst and second storage 
compartments 20,24 are oriented in front-to-back relation 
relative to one another and extend laterally across the entire 
Width of the vehicle interior. As shoWn, the lids 28,30 can be 
pivotally connected to the cargo bin lining 14 by hinges 58 
along respective forWard Walls 2011,2411 of the ?rst and second 
storage compartments 20,24. The lids 28,30 can each include 
dampers 40,42 for facilitating easier opening of the lids. 
Optionally, the lids 28,30 can be removably pivotally con 
nected to the cargo bin lining 14 and thus could be removable 
from the cargo bin lining 14. As already indicated, the ?rst lid 
28 can be pivotally mounted over the open upper side of the 
?rst storage compartment 20 for providing selective access 
thereinto. LikeWise, the second lid 30 can be pivotally 
mounted over the open side of the second storage compart 
ment 24 for providing selective access thereinto. As best 
shoWn in FIG. 1, the lids 28,30 form the cargo ?oor 18 of the 
vehicle 12 When closed. As shoWn, the lids 28,30 can each 
include a handle 44 and latch 46 for facilitating opening and 
closing of the lids. 
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4 
The cargo system 10 can additionally include a side lining 

50 having a front side 5011 partially forming the lateral interior 
Wall 32 of the vehicle 12. As shoWn, the lateral interior Wall 
32, and the front side 5011 of the side lining 50, extend upWard 
from the cargo ?oor 18. A side compartment 52 is de?ned by 
the side lining 50. As best shoWn in FIG. 2, the side compart 
ment 52 is recessed from the front side 5011 With a side 
compartment opening 54 de?ned in the front side 50a. In 
particular, the side compartment 52 has an open side, i.e., side 
compartment opening 54, extending upWard from the cargo 
?oor 18. Also, as best shoWn in FIG. 2, the side compartment 
52 is formed by the loWer Wall 52a, an upper Wall 52b spaced 
apart from the loWer Wall and spaced apart side Walls 520,521! 
extending betWeen the loWer and upper Walls 5211,52b. The 
side compartment also includes a rear Wall 52e. In the illus 
trated embodiment, the cargo bin lining 14 and the side lining 
50 are formed separately and are discrete members Within the 
cargo system 10. HoWever, it is to be appreciated by those of 
skill in the art that the cargo bin lining 14 and the side lining 
50 could be integrally formed (i.e., of one piece) or could be 
formed of any number of components. 
The side compartment 52 of the illustrated embodiment 

has a major dimension extending lengthWise along the 
vehicle 12 (i.e., in a direction of travel) and laterally adjacent 
the ?rst and second storage compartments 20,24. In particu 
lar, in the illustrated embodiment, the major dimension of the 
side compartment 52 extends from about the front Wall 2011 of 
the ?rst storage compartment 20 to about the rear Wall 24b of 
the second storage compartment 24. In this arrangement, the 
side storage compartment 52 is disposed laterally along an 
entire length of both the ?rst and second storage compart 
ments 20,24 in a direction of travel of the vehicle. This further 
maximiZes storage capacity Within the cargo system 10. In 
particular, the side compartment 52 extends along adjacent 
ends of the ?rst and second storage compartments 20,24. The 
open side 54 of the side compartment 52 is disposed at the 
adjacent ends of the storage compartments 20,24. 
A side compartment lid 56 is disposed (i.e., pivotally 

mounted) over the side compartment opening 54 to selec 
tively close the side compartment 52. In particular, the side 
compartment lid 56 is pivotally connected to the side lining 
50 along the loWer Wall 5211 of the side compartment 5211. 
When closed, the side compartment lid 56 further forms the 
lateral interior Wall 32. The side lid 56 is selectively openable, 
as shoWn in FIG. 2, for providing access to the side storage 
compartment 52. In the illustrated embodiment, the side lid 
56 is pivotally connected via hinges 58 to the side lining 50 
adjacent the cargo ?oor 18. Like the lids 28,30, the side 
compartment lid 56 can include a handle 60 and latch 62 for 
facilitating opening and closing of the side lid. Also, though 
not included in the illustrated embodiment, the side compart 
ment lid 56 could be provided With a damper similar to 
dampers 40,42. 
The lesser elevation of the recessed portion 16b of the 

cargo bin lining 14 alloWs the lids 28,30 to rest ?ushly With 
the raised forWard portion 1611 thereby forming the cargo 
?oor 18 ?atly or generally planarly. In the illustrated embodi 
ment, the lateral interior Wall 32 is oriented approximately 
normal or perpendicular relative to the cargo ?oor 18 of the 
vehicle 12. Accordingly, the open side 54 of the side com 
partment 52 is de?ned in a plane oriented approximately 
normal or perpendicular relative to the cargo ?oor 18. A 
garnish or trim member 64 can be disposed rearWardly of the 
rear compartment 24 to further form the cargo ?oor 18 and 
improve the aesthetics of the cargo system 10. Alternatively, 
the garnish member 64 couldbe integrally formed With one or 
both ofthe linings 14,50. 
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In addition to resting on the cross member 38, a forward 
portion of the lining 14 can rest on a second cross member 66. 
Likewise, though not shown, a rearward portion of the liner 
14 could also rest on a cross member of the vehicle 12. 

It will be appreciated that various of the above-disclosed 
and other features and functions, or alternatives thereof, may 
be desirably combined into many other different systems or 
applications. Also that various presently unforeseen or unan 
ticipated alternatives, modi?cations, variations or improve 
ments therein may be subsequently made by those skilled in 
the art which are also intended to be encompassed by the 
following claims. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A multi-compartment cargo system for a vehicle, com 

prising: 
a cargo bin lining having an upper side forming a cargo 

?oor of the vehicle; 
a ?rst storage compartment de?ned by said cargo bin lin 

ing, said ?rst storage compartment recessed from said 
upper side with a ?rst compartment opening de?ned in 
said upper side, said ?rst storage compartment longitu 
dinally extending laterally across said vehicle; 

a second storage compartment de?ned by said cargo bin 
lining, said second storage compartment recessed from 
said upper side with a second compartment opening 
de?ned in said upper side and positioned rearwardly 
relative to said ?rst compartment opening, said second 
storage compartment longitudinally extending laterally 
across said vehicle; 

a ?rst lid disposed over said ?rst compartment opening and 
further forming said cargo ?oor, said ?rst lid selectively 
openable for providing access to said ?rst storage com 
partment; 

a second lid disposed over said second compartment open 
ing and further forming said cargo ?oor, said second lid 
selectively openable for providing access to said second 
storage compartment; 

a side lining having a front side forming a lateral interior 
wall of the vehicle, said lateral interior wall extending 
upward from said cargo ?oor; 

a side compartment de?ned by said side lining, said side 
compartment recessed from said front side with a side 
compartment opening de?ned in said front side; and 

a side compartment lid disposed over said side compart 
ment opening and further forming said lateral interior 
wall, said side lid selectively openable for providing 
access to said side storage compartment, 

wherein each of said ?rst and second storage compart 
ments is de?ned by a rearward wall, a forward wall 
spaced apart from said rearward wall and spaced apart 
sidewalls extending between said forward and rearward 
walls, said rearward wall of said ?rst storage compart 
ment and said forward wall of said second storage com 
partment spaced apart from one another to divide and 
separate said ?rst and second storage compartments 
from one another; and 

wherein said rearward wall of said ?rst storage compart 
ment and said forward wall Of said second storage com 
partment de?ne an underside recess that receives a cross 
member of a vehicle frame. 

2. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 1 wherein 
said ?rst and second storage compartments are each rectan 
gular shaped having a major dimension extending laterally 
across said vehicle from said lateral interior wall to an oppo 
site, lateral interior wall and a minor dimension extending 
lengthwise along the vehicle. 
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6 
3. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 1 wherein 

said lateral interior wall is oriented approximately normal 
relative to said cargo ?oor of the vehicle. 

4. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 1 wherein 
said side compartment has a major dimension extending 
lengthwise along the vehicle and laterally adjacent said ?rst 
and second storage compartments. 

5. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 4 wherein 
said major dimension of said side compartment extends from 
about a front wall of said ?rst storage compartment to about a 
rear wall of said second storage compartment. 

6. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 1 wherein 
said ?rstAnd second lids are pivotally connected to said cargo 
bin lining along respective forward walls of said ?rst and 
second storage compartments. 

7. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 6 wherein 
said side lid is pivotally connected to said side lining adjacent 
said cargo ?oor. 

8. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 6 wherein 
said ?rst and said second lids include dampers for facilitating 
easier opening of said ?rst and said second lids. 

9. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 6 wherein 
said ?rst and said second lids are removably pivotally con 
nected to said cargo bin lining and thereby are removable 
from said cargo bin lining. 

10. A vehicle multi-compar‘tment cargo system, compris 
ing: 

a ?rst storage compartment de?ned by a cargo bin lining, 
said ?rst storage compartment having an open upper 
side selectively closed by a ?rst compartment lid; 

a second storage compartment de?ned by a cargo bin lin 
ing, said second storage compartment having an open 
upper side selectively closed by a second compartment 
lid, said ?rst and second compartment lids forming a 
cargo ?oor; and 

a side compartment de?ned by said side lining, said side 
compartment having an open side extending upward 
from said cargo ?oor and selectively closed by a side 
compartment lid, wherein said ?rst and second storage 
compartments are separated from one another by a 
dividing wall that is formed of a rearward wall of said 
?rst storage compartment and a forward wall of said 
second storage compartment, said rearward wall and 
said forward wall spaced apart from one another to 
de?ne an underside recess within which a cross member 

of a vehicle frame is received. 
11. The vehicle multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 

10 wherein said open side of said side compartment is de?ned 
in a plane oriented approximately normal relative to said 
cargo ?oor. 

12. The vehicle multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 
11 wherein said side compartment lid is pivotally connected 
to said side lining along a lower wall of said side compart 
ment. 

13. The vehicle multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 
10 wherein said ?rst and second storage compartments 
extend between lateral interior sides of a vehicle and said side 
compartment lid at least partially forms one of said lateral 
interior sides of the vehicle. 

14. The vehicle multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 
13 wherein said ?rst and second storage compartments are 
oriented in front-to-back relation relative to one another. 

15. The vehicle multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 
14 wherein said side storage compartment is disposed later 
ally along an entire length of both of said ?rst and second 
storage compartments in a direction of travel of the vehicle. 

16. A multi-compartment cargo system, comprising: 
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a laterally extending ?rst storage compartment having an 
open upper side; 

a ?rst storage compartment lid pivotally mounted over said 
open upper side for providing selective access to said 
?rst storage compartment; 

a laterally extending second storage compartment having 
an open side, said ?rst and second storage compartments 
arranged in side-by-side relation; 

a second storage compartment lid pivotally mounted over 
said open side of said second storage compartment for 
providing selective access to said second storage com 
partment; 

a side compartment extending along adjacent ends of said 
?rst and second storage compartments, said side com 
partment having an open side disposed at said adjacent 
ends; and 
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a side lid pivotally mounted over said open side of said side 

compartment for providing selective access to said side 
storage compartment 

Wherein said ?rst storage compartment has a rearWard Wall 
adjacent said second storage compartment and said sec 
ond storage compartment has a forWard Wall adjacent 
said ?rst storage compartment, said rearWard Wall and 
said forWard Wall spaced apart from one another to 
de?ne an underside recess for accommodating a cross 
member of a vehicle frame. 

17. The multi-compar‘tment cargo system of claim 16 
Wherein said ?rst and second storage lids form a cargo ?oor of 
a vehicle When closed. 


