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CARD INSULATOR WITH PROVISION FOR 
CONFORMANCE TO COMPONENT HEIGHT 

CHANGES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Technical Field 

The present invention relates in general to insulating com 
ponents located on a printed circuit board and, in particular, to 
an improved system, method, and apparatus for a card insu 
lator having features that conform to height changes required 
by the components located on the card. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Some hard disk drives (HDD) have a printed circuit board 
or card With components mounted thereto that face toWard the 
enclosure or casting of the HDD. The components are typi 
cally electrically insulated from contact With the enclosure. 
One Way of insulating the components is to position a thin, 
non-conductive sheet betWeen the components and the enclo 
sure. The sheet is usually ?at and ?exible, and may comprise 
a layer of laminated foam. 

The components mounted to the card vary in siZe, particu 
larly With regard to the height that they protrude from the 
surface of the card. As a result, card insulators tend to boW or 
deform in the areas Where the clearances betWeen the enclo 
sure and the components is small. This problem is particularly 
acute With mobile and server HDDs having this type of card 
con?guration. 
One prior art solution to this problem is to provide holes in 

the insulator sheet for accommodating the tall components. 
For example, US. Pat. No. 6,674,652 to Forte, discloses 
cutouts 406 (FIGS. 2 and 3) in a shield Wrap 400 for such 
purposes. Although this solution solves the cardboWing prob 
lem, it defeats the primary purpose of the card insulator Which 
is to protect components from accidental electrical shorting 
of the components to the base casting of the hard disk drive. 

Another solution is disclosed in US. Patent App. Pub. 
2005/0237663 to Nguyen. That reference shoWs and 
describes a ?lm formed With permanent pockets 21 (FIG. 2) 
that are precisely contoured to the shapes and siZes of the 
underlying components. Although each of these prior art 
designs is Workable, an improved solution for a card insulator 
having features that accommodate height changes required 
by the components located on the card Without sacri?cing the 
insulative purposes of the device Would be desirable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of a system, method, and apparatus for a 
card insulator having features that conform to height changes 
required by the components located on the card are disclosed. 
The invention comprises an insulative sheet having simple 
linear slits formed in the base ?lm of the card insulator. The 
slits extend completely through the sheet and alloW the insu 
lator to deform With simple linear bends When contacted by 
the tall components mounted to the card. Since the bends are 
linear in nature (i.e., not tWo-dimensional) the surface of the 
deformed insulator can be ?exible Without buckling the insu 
lator and Without boWing the card itself. 

The foregoing and other objects and advantages of the 
present invention Will be apparent to those skilled in the art, in 
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2 
vieW of the folloWing detailed description of the present 
invention, taken in conjunction With the appended claims and 
the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

So that the manner in Which the features and advantages of 
the present invention, Which Will become apparent, are 
attained and can be understood in more detail, more particular 
description of the invention brie?y summariZed above may be 
had by reference to the embodiments thereof that are illus 
trated in the appended draWings Which form a part of this 
speci?cation. It is to be noted, hoWever, that the draWings 
illustrate only some embodiments of the invention and there 
fore are not to be considered limiting of its scope as the 
invention may admit to other equally effective embodiments. 

FIG. 1 is a plan vieW of one embodiment of a card insulator 
constructed in accordance With the invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW of the card insulator, a card and 
a hard disk drive enclosure constructed in accordance With the 
invention; 

FIG. 3 is a plan vieW of the card insulator installed on a card 
and is constructed in accordance With the invention; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged isometric vieW of a portion of the card 
insulator and card and is constructed in accordance With the 
invention; and 

FIG. 5 is a plan vieW of some of the components of a hard 
disk drive. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to FIGS. 1-4, embodiments of a system, method 
and apparatus for a sheet 11 of insulation for a printed circuit 
board or card 13 are disclosed. The sheet 11 has various 
features 17 (FIG. 2) that conform to height changes required 
by the components 15 located on the card 13. The invention 
comprises a very thin insulative ?lm having simple linear slits 
formed in the base ?lm of the card insulator. In one embodi 
ment, the sheet comprises a ?lm formed from a single mate 
rial that has a thickness of approximately 50 pm. In another 
embodiment, the sheet comprises a laminate formed from a 
layer of ?lm and a layer of foam. 
The linear slits extend completely through the sheet and 

alloW the insulator to deform With simple linear bends When 
contacted by the tall components mounted to the card. The 
linear slits also give the sheet ?exibility to folloW the Z-height 
pro?les of the respective components. For example, for large 
area components such as DRAMs, a slit con?guration in the 
form of an ‘x’ may be used. Other embodiments may utiliZe a 
single straight line slit, T-shaped slits, or any other combina 
tion of linear slit components. 

Since the bends are linear in nature (i.e., not tWo-dimen 
sional) the surface of the deformed insulator can be ?exible 
Without buckling the insulator and Without boWing the card 
itself. An insulator constructed in this manner ensures that 
every component on the card is insulated from the base cast 
ing. The insulator may be simply positioned to lay betWeen 
the card and base casting to permit a ?exible range of motion. 
HoWever, the clearance betWeen the card and base casting is 
relatively small, so the insulator cannot be removed Without 
loosening the fasteners that join the card to the base casting. 
In other embodiments, the insulator may be fastened or oth 
erWise secured to the card, the base casting or both compo 
nents. 

Referring again to the draWings, one embodiment of the 
sheet 11 comprises a plurality of formations 17 (FIG. 2) 
formed in the sheet. Each of the formations 17 has at least one 
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linear slit that extends completely through the sheet 11 to 
enable ?exible linear bends in the sheet. In one embodiment 
(FIG. 1), at least one of the formations 17 is a single linear slit 
21. Some of the single linear slits 21 extend from an outer 
edge or perimeter 23 of the sheet 11 into an interior 25 of the 
sheet. 

In one embodiment, at least one of the formations 17 is a 
pair of linear slits 27 that cross to form a shape resembling the 
letter ‘x.’ This con?guration is particularly Well suited for 
accommodating large area components such as DRAMs. The 
pair of linear slits 27 may be formed in the interior 25 of the 
sheet such that they do not intersect an outer edge 23 of the 
sheet. In addition, the pair of linear slits 27 may be equal in 
length and perpendicular to each other. In another embodi 
ment, at least one of the formations comprises a secondpair of 
linear slits 29 that intersect to form a shape resembling the 
letter ‘T.’ The second pair of linear slits 29 may be perpen 
dicular to each other, and one of the second pair of linear slits 
may bisect the other. 

The sheet 11 may be formed With an open aperture 31 as 
shoWn in the interior 25 thereof. In one embodiment, the open 
aperture 31 extends completely through the sheet for accom 
modating other structural requirements and does not intersect 
the perimeter 23 of the sheet. One or more of the formations 
17, such as single linear slit 33 and T-slits 29, may intersect 
the aperture 31. 

In one embodiment, at least one of the formations is a ?rst 
linear slit 35 that extends from the perimeter 23 of the sheet. 
A second linear slit 37 extends orthogonally from an end of 
the ?rst linear slit 35 opposite the perimeter 23 and in one 
direction. A third linear slit 39 extends orthogonally from the 
?rst linear slit 35 betWeen the perimeter 23 and the second 
linear slit 37 in a second direction that is opposite to the ?rst 
direction. In each example, the formations 17 enable the sheet 
11 to folloW Z-height pro?les of respective ones of the com 
ponents 15 mounted to the circuit board 13. 

Referring noW to FIG. 5, a schematic draWing of one 
embodiment of an information storage system comprising a 
magnetic hard disk ?le or drive 111 for a computer system is 
shoWn. Drive 111 has an outer housing or base 113 (FIGS. 2 
and 5) containing at least one magnetic disk 115. Disk 115 is 
rotated by a spindle motor assembly having a central drive 
hub 117. An actuator 121 comprises one or more parallel 
actuator arms 125 in the form of a comb that is pivotally 
mounted to base 113 about a pivot assembly 123. A controller 
119 is also mounted to base 113 for selectively moving the 
comb of arms 125 relative to disk 115. 

In the embodiment shoWn, each arm 125 has extending 
from it at least one cantilevered load beam and suspension 
127. A magnetic read/Write transducer or head is mounted on 
a slider 129 and secured to a ?exure that is ?exibly mounted 
to each suspension 127. The read/Write heads magnetically 
read data from and/ or magnetically Write data to disk 115. The 
level of integration called the head gimbal assembly is the 
head and the slider 129, Which are mounted on suspension 
127. The slider 129 is usually bonded to the end of suspension 
127. The head is typically formed from ceramic or interme 
tallic materials and is pre-loaded against the surface of disk 
115 by suspension 127. 

Suspensions 127 have a spring-like quality Which biases or 
urges the air bearing surface of the slider 129 against the disk 
115 to enable the creation of the air bearing ?lm betWeen the 
slider 129 and disk surface. A voice coil 133 housed Within a 
voice coil motor magnet assembly 134 is also mounted to 
arms 125 opposite the head gimbal assemblies. Movement of 
the actuator 121 (indicated by arroW 135) by controller 119 
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4 
moves the head gimbal assemblies radially across tracks on 
the disk 115 until the heads settle on their respective target 
tracks. 

While the invention has been shoWn or described in only 
some of its forms, it should be apparent to those skilled in the 
art that it is not so limited, but is susceptible to various 
changes Without departing from the scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An insulator for insulating components mounted to a 

printed circuit board, comprising: 
a sheet formed from an electrically non-conductive mate 

rial; and 
a plurality of formations formed in the sheet, each of the 

formations having at least one linear slit that extends 
completely through the sheet to enable ?exible linear 
bends in the sheet, at least one of the formations is a 
single linear slit, and at least one of the formations is a 
pair of linear slits that cross each other. 

2. An insulator according to claim 1, Wherein the single 
linear slit extends from an outer edge of the sheet into an 
interior of the sheet, and the pair of linear slits form a shape 
resembling the letter ‘x.’ 

3. An insulator according to claim 1, Wherein the pair of 
linear slits are formed in an interior of the sheet and do not 
intersect an outer edge of the sheet. 

4. An insulator according to claim 1, Wherein the pair of 
linear slits are equal in length and perpendicular to each other. 

5. An insulator according to claim 1, Wherein the sheet 
comprises a ?lm formed from a single material that has a 
thickness of approximately 50 pm. 

6. An insulator according to claim 1, Wherein the sheet 
comprises a laminate formed from a layer of ?lm and a layer 
of foam. 

7. An insulator according to claim 1, Wherein at least one of 
the formations comprises a second pair of linear slits that 
intersect to form a shape resembling the letter ‘T.’ 

8. An insulator according to claim 7, Wherein the second 
pair of linear slits are perpendicular to each other, and one of 
said second pair of linear slits bisects the other. 

9. An insulator according to claim 1, Wherein the sheet is 
formed With an open aperture in an interior thereof that 
extends completely through the sheet and does not intersect a 
perimeter of the sheet. 

10. An insulator according to claim 9, Wherein at least one 
of the formations intersects the aperture. 

11. An insulator according to claim 1, Wherein at least one 
of the formations is a ?rst linear slit extending from a perim 
eter of the sheet, a second linear slit extending from an end of 
said ?rst linear slit opposite the perimeter and in one direc 
tion, and a third linear slit extending from the ?rst linear slit 
betWeen the perimeter and the second linear slit in a second 
direction. 

12. A hard disk drive, comprising: 
an enclosure; 
a disk rotatably mounted to the enclosure and having mag 

netic media; 
an actuator pivotally mounted to the disk and having a head 

for reading data from the disk; 
a printed circuit board mounted to the enclosure and having 

a plurality of components protruding toWard the enclo 
sure; and 

a sheet located betWeen the enclosure and the components, 
the sheet being formed from an electrically non-conduc 
tive material for electrically insulating the components 
from the enclosure, the sheet having a plurality of for 
mations formed in the sheet, each of the formations 
having at least one linear slit that extends completely 
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through the sheet to enable ?exible linear bends in the 
sheet, at least one of the formations is a single linear slit, 
and at least one of the formations is a pair of linear slits 
that cross to form a shape resembling the letter ‘x.’ 

13. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
single linear slit extends from an outer edge of the sheet into 
an interior of the sheet. 

14. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
pair of linear slits are formed in an interior of the sheet and do 
not intersect an outer edge of the sheet. 

15. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
pair of linear slits are equal in length and perpendicular to 
each other. 

16. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
sheet comprises a ?lm formed from a single material that has 
a thickness of approximately 50 um. 

17. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
sheet comprises a laminate formed from a layer of ?lm and a 
layer of foam. 

18. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
formations enable the sheet to folloW Z-height pro?les of 
respective ones of the components mounted to the circuit 
board. 

19. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
pair of linear slits cover a DRAM. 
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20.Ahard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein at least 

one of the formations comprises a second pair of linear slits 
that intersect to form a shape resembling the letter ‘T.’ 

21. A hard disk drive according to claim 20, Wherein the 
second pair of linear slits are perpendicular to each other, and 
one of said second pair of linear slits bisects the other. 

22. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
sheet is formed With an open aperture in an interior thereof 
that extends completely through the sheet and does not inter 
sect a perimeter of the sheet. 

23 . A hard disk drive according to claim 22, Wherein at least 
one of the formations intersects the aperture. 
24.Ahard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein at least 

one of the formations is a ?rst linear slit extending from a 
perimeter of the sheet, a second linear slit extending orthogo 
nally from an end of said ?rst linear slit opposite the perimeter 
and in one direction, and a third linear slit extending orthogo 
nally from the ?rst linear slit betWeen the perimeter and the 
second linear slit in a second direction that is opposite to the 
?rst direction. 

25. A hard disk drive according to claim 12, Wherein the 
sheet is merely located betWeen the enclosure and the com 
ponents, and the sheet is not secured to the enclosure, the 
components or the printed circuit board. 

* * * * * 


