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TIME HANDLE IN A MEDIA DIARY 
APPLICATION FOR ACCESSING MEDIA 

FILES 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to digital storage and man 
agement of media ?les and, more speci?cally, to a media ?le 
management application that incorporates a time handle that 
is displayed Within the application and alloWs the user to 
access time segments and media ?les stored Within the appli 
cation. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The rapid groWth of digital communication has made it 
possible for all kinds of digital media items to be communi 
cated amongst various types of Wireless and Wire line com 
munication devices. For instance, the cellular or mobile tele 
phone is no longer limited to telephonic voice 
communication and may include other means of digital com 
munication, such as digital netWorking (i.e., Internet commu 
nication, text messaging, and the like). In addition, an increas 
ing number of cellular telephones and other mobile Wireless 
communication devices, such as portable computers, per 
sonal data assistants (PDAs) and the like, are being integrated 
With other means of capturing or producing digital media, 
such as digital cameras, digital audio recorders, digital video 
recorders and the like. Technological advances have made it 
possible for other digital devices, such as digital cameras, 
digital video recorders, digital audio devices and the like to be 
equipped With means for digital communication. As more and 
more digital devices possess the capability to digitally com 
municate With one another, the amount of digital media items 
that Will be communicated amongst these devices Will 
increase at an alarming rate. 

In addition to the onset of more and more digital devices 
possessing digital communication capabilities, the digital 
storage capacity of these devices is constantly increasing. In 
the near future the majority of mobile digital communication 
terminals may Well be equipped With storage capacity in the 
gigabyte range or greater, alloWing these devices to store an 
enormous amount of digital data. In this environment it Will 
no longer be prohibitive from a memory capacity standpoint 
to store a voluminous amount of large ?le types, such as 
video, audio or other multimedia ?les. 

In the digital communication environment Where more and 
more digital devices, both Wireless and Wired, are equipped 
With a means for digital communication and Where the stor 
age capacity of these devices has become seemingly endless, 
the digital communication device Will encounter and store 
innumerable digital media ?les. As such, the digital commu 
nication device Will desire a means to access, store, manage 
and further communicate these digital ?les in an ef?cient and 
user-friendly environment. 

For example, if a digital communication device receives a 
digital media ?le the user of the device Would bene?t greatly 
from an application that automatically places the ?le into a 
readily accessible storage area and Where managing and 
accessing of the ?le in the future can occur ef?ciently, Without 
the user having to spend a great deal of time searching for the 
media ?le. 

Most digital communication devices, such as desktop or 
laptop computers, personal data assistants (PDAs) or the like 
either come equipped or can be con?gured by the user to 
implement a daily planner application. The daily planner 
alloWs the user to coordinate and manage their upcoming 
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2 
schedule of events by inputting event reminders in a digital 
calendar. The digital planner provides the unique bene?t of 
sending the user electronic reminders, in the form of alarms or 
visual or audible messages, When an upcoming event is pend 
ing. The digital planner has proven to be a highly successful 
tool for the businessperson and, in most instances, has 
replaced the need for conventional hard copy or paper daily 
planers. 
Most digital media ?les can be easily categorized and 

stored according to a calendar date. For example, a Wedding 
video can be categoriZed according to the date of the Wedding 
and photographs taken at a party can be categoriZed according 
to the date of the party. These are examples of categoriZing the 
media ?le based on the creation date of the media ?le. In other 
instances the media ?le can be associated With the date on 
Which the media ?le is used or presented or the date on Which 
the recipient receives the ?le. For example, a multimedia 
presentation for a business meeting may be categoriZed 
according to the date of the presentation and a personal text 
?le from a friend may be categorized according to the date 
received. 

Over time, digital devices With large memory capacity 
possess the capability to acquire and store an enormous vol 
ume of media ?les. This is especially true as We enter a 
burgeoning digital communication era Where more and more 
digital devices Will possess the capability to communicate 
digitally. For example, in a future Where more and multi 
function digital devices are prevalent, such as mobile tele 
phones With digital cameras and conventional digital cam 
eras, digital video recorders and the like have the capability to 
communicate digitally, the devices Will be inundated With 
digital media ?les. The user of these devices, and all other 
digital devices capable of media storage, Will desire an appli 
cation that stores and manages the digital media ?les. A key 
attribute for such an application is user e?iciency; because the 
user must be able to ef?ciently locate media ?les. 
An additional concern of handheld digital communication 

devices is that the devices are characteristically small in siZe 
to accommodate being held in one’s hand. Applications that 
are implemented in such devices Will gain acceptance by 
device users if the user can navigate them ergonomically. In 
this regard, applications that either minimiZe the amount of 
inputs required of the user or minimiZe the physical effort or 
discomfort encountered by the user’s hand in making inputs 
is preferred. 

Therefore, the need exists to develop a media ?le storage 
and management application for a digital device that Will 
provide for the storage of a large volume of media ?les and 
user ef?ciency in terms of being able to quickly locate a 
speci?c media ?le. The media ?le storage and management 
application should be capable of associating and organiZing 
the media ?les according to a period of time, such as a day, 
Week or the like. As such, the media management application 
should provide the user With a system for easily navigating 
through the time periods in order to e?iciently locate a media 
?le. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides for a media management 
application implemented in a digital device that incorporates 
a media handle. The media handle is moveable Within a 
display to provide the user of the application With vieWable 
access to media ?le representations or calendar events. The 
media handle may be displayed in conjunction With an infor 
mation vieW, such as a media vieW, a calendar vieW, a timeline 
vieW or the like, such that the media handle provides access to 
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desired items of information Within the corresponding infor 
mation vieW. The media handle of the present invention pro 
vides the device user With a highly ef?cient means of locating 
time periods and the media ?les associated With the time 
periods. In addition, the media handle provides ergonomic 
bene?t to the user, in that, user inputs to the device are limited 
and the user inputs that are required are user-friendly. 

In one embodiment of the invention an application for 
providing access to media ?les on a digital device is de?ned. 
The application includes a computer readable storage 
medium having computer-readable program instructions 
embodied in the medium. The computer-readable program 
instructions Will include ?rst instructions for generating a 
media vieW that provides access to digital media ?les and 
associates digital media ?les With a period of time. Addition 
ally, the computer-readable program instructions Will include 
second instructions for generating a media handle that is 
displayed in conjunction With a media vieW and is moveable 
Within the media vieW to provide vieWable access to digital 
media ?les. 

The application may also include third instructions for 
generating a time bar that is displayed in conjunction With the 
media vieW and provides for time to be divided into segments. 
In those embodiments that include a time bar the second 
instructions may further provides for generating a media 
handle that is moveable along the time bar to provide access 
to the time segments. Access to time segments provides for 
display in the media vieW of vieWable media ?les associated 
With the time segment. 

The application may also include third instructions for 
generating a calendar vieW that represents time in calendar 
format and associates events With respective periods of time. 
In those embodiments that include a calendar vieW the second 
instructions may further provide for generating a media 
handle that is moveable Within the calendar vieW to provide 
vieWable access to periods of time or calendared events. 

Typically, the ?rst instructions for generating a media vieW 
may associate digital media ?les With a past period of time 
and the third instructions for generating a calendar vieW may 
associates events With respective future periods of time. 

Additionally, the second instructions for generating a 
media handle may further provide for generating a center 
mark associated With the media handle that corresponds to 
period of time Within the media vieW and/ or a time segment 
Within the time bar. The second instructions may also gener 
ate a time indicator associated With the media handle that 
indicates a time period that typically corresponds to the time 
period, either in the media vieW, the calendar vieW or the time 
bar, Which generally underlies the media handle. 

The invention is also de?ned by an application for provid 
ing access to information on a digital device. The application 
includes a computer readable storage medium having com 
puter-readable program instructions embodied in the 
medium. The computer-readable program instructions 
include ?rst instructions for generating an information vieW 
that provides access to items of information associated With a 
period of time and Wherein the information vieW provides for 
a ?rst time layer to be divided into segments in a ?rst time 
scale. For example, the information vieW may be a media 
vieW or a calendar vieW and the items of information may be 
media ?les or calendar events or reminders. Additionally, the 
computer-readable program instructions Will include second 
instructions for generating a time bar, displayed in conjunc 
tion With the information vieW, Wherein the time bar provides 
for a second time layer to be divided into segments in a second 
time scale and third instructions for generating a moveable 
media handle, displayed in conjunction With the information 
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4 
vieW and the time bar. Movement of the media handle along 
the time bar moves simultaneously the information vieW and 
the time bar. Additionally, the application may provide for 
movement of the media handle along the time bar, Which 
moves simultaneously the information vieW and the time bar 
an amount according to the amount of the movement of the 
media handle or the amount of the movement of the time 
scales of the time layers. 

In an alternate embodiment of the invention, a digital 
device is de?ned. The digital device Will include a processing 
unit that executes computer-readable program instructions 
for accessing media ?les. The computer-readable program 
instructions Will include ?rst instructions for generating a 
media vieW that provides access to digital media ?les and 
associates digital media ?les With a period of time. Addition 
ally, the computer-readable program instructions Will include 
second instructions for generating a media handle that is 
displayed in conjunction With a media vieW and is moveable 
With in the media vieW to provide vieWable access to digital 
media ?les. The digital device Will also include a display in 
communication With the processing unit that presents a com 
bined vieW of the media vieW and the media handle. 
The digital device may further include third instructions for 

generating a time bar that is displayed in conjunction With the 
media vieW and provides for time to be divided into segments. 
In those embodiments that implement a time bar, the second 
instructions may further provide for generating a media 
handle that is moveable along the time bar to provide access 
to time segments. 
The invention is also embodied in a method for accessing 

media ?les in a media management application. The method 
includes the steps of providing for a media vieW that provides 
vieWable access to digital media ?les in relation to a period of 
time and providing for a media handle, in conjunction With 
the media vieW, that is stationary in a generally centerline 
position, the centerline position associated With a ?rst period 
of time in the media vieW. The method also includes the steps 
of deviating the media handle, a selected distance from a 
centerline position, the selected distance associated With a 
second period of time in the media vieW and releasing the 
media handle in the generally centerline position such that the 
centerline position is associated With the second period of 
time in the media vieW. The step of releasing the media handle 
may occur automatically upon release of the deviated media 
handle. 

The method may include the additional step of providing 
vieWable access to media ?les associated With the second 
period of time upon releasing the media handle in the gener 
ally centerline position. The method may also include the step 
of providing for a time bar, in conjunction With the media 
vieW and the media handle, Which provides for time to be 
divided into segments. 

Therefore, the present invention provides for a media diary 
or media management application implemented in a digital 
device that incorporates a media handle mechanism. The 
media handle mechanism is moveable Within the display to 
provide the user of the diary an e?icient tool for accessing 
media ?les and/ or calendar events. The media handle may be 
displayed in conjunction With a media vieW, a calendar vieW 
and/or a time bar, such that the media handle provides access 
to desired portions of the media vieW, the calendar vieW or the 
time bar. The media handle of the present invention provides 
the device user With a highly e?icient means of locating time 
periods and the media ?les associated With the time periods. 
In addition, the media handle provides ergonomic bene?t to 
the user, in that, user inputs to the device are limited and the 
user inputs that are required are user-friendly. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Having thus described the invention in general terms, ref 
erence Will noW be made to the accompanying drawings, 
Which are not necessarily draWn to scale, and Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a timeline vieW in combination 
With a calendar vieW and media vieW that incorporates a 
media handle, in accordance With an embodiment of the 
present invention 

FIG. 2 is an illustration of a calendar vieW or calendar 
WindoW as displayed by the media diary. 

FIG. 3 is an illustration of media vieW or media WindoW as 
displayed by the media diary. 

FIG. 4 is an illustration of a media diary vieW depicting 
hoW a media handle is moved to access media ?les, in accor 
dance With an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is an illustration of a media vieW that incorporates a 
media handle, in accordance With an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a digital device implementing 
a media diary that incorporates the use of a media handle/ 
speed broWser, in accordance With an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 7 is a How diagram of a method for accessing media 
?les With a media handle in a media management application, 
in accordance With an embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present inventions noW Will be described more fully 
hereinafter With reference to the accompanying draWings, in 
Which some, but not all embodiments of the invention are 
shoWn. Indeed, these inventions may be embodied in many 
different forms and should not be construed as limited to the 
embodiments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are 
provided so that this disclosure Will satisfy applicable legal 
requirements. Like numbers refer to like elements through 
out. 

The present invention provides for a media diary or media 
management application implemented in a digital device that 
incorporates a media handle, also referred to as a time handle. 
The media handle is displayed to the media diary user in 
conjunction With a media vieW or a media vieW and calendar 
vieW. The media handle is moveable Within the display, hori 
Zontally or vertically, typically by mouse-type or keypad 
function, for the purpose of providing vieWable access to 
media ?les in the corresponding media vieW or events in the 
calendar vieW. 

The media handle may also be implemented in conjunction 
With a time bar, Which provides for time to be divided into 
segments. In this regard, the media handle may be moved in 
the general vicinity of a time bar segment to provide vieWable 
access to the media vieW or calendar vieW associated With the 
segment of time. 
The media handle of the present invention provides the user 

With an effective tool to easily navigate the media diary and to 
locate media ?les, segments of time or calendared events. 

The media diary application of the present invention Will 
associate media ?les With a prede?ned time, typically a 
moment of time or a period of time, or an event, so that the 
user can manage media ?les according to a moment of time, 
period of time or an event. Typically, the period of time Will be 
a speci?c date associated With a date that the media ?le Was 
created or intended for. For example, if the media ?le is an 
image or video ?le of a birthday party, the media application 
may categoriZe and store the ?le according to the date of the 
birthday party. For the purpose of the invention as disclosed 
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6 
the term “period of time” encompasses a moment of time and 
an event occurring Within a period or moment of time. For a 
complete description of the media diary application see co 
pending US. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/715,187, entitled, 
“Media Diary Application for use With Digital Device”, ?led 
on Nov. 17, 2003, in the name of inventor Myka et al., and 
assigned to the same assignee as the present invention. That 
application is herein incorporated by reference as if set forth 
fully herein. 
The media diary application may take the displayed form 

of a media vieW and calendar vieW combined With a timeline 
vieW or a media vieW in combination With the timeline vieW. 
Collectively the vieWs presented by the media diary applica 
tion may be referred to herein as information vieWs. In all 
embodiments of the media diary application any information 
vieW may incorporate the media handle of the present inven 
tion. 
The media diary application of the present invention may 

be implemented and executed on any electronic device that 
incorporates a display, such as a desktop or portable com 
puter, cellular telephone, personal data assistant (PDA), digi 
tal camera, digital camcorder, e-book device, television, digi 
tal audio player or the like. In addition the media diary 
application may be implemented on electronic devices that 
are connected to an external display, such as a set-top box 
(STB), personal video recorder (PVR), digital video recorder 
(DVR) or the like. While in most implementations the digital 
device that executes the media diary application Will be 
capable of any type of Wireless or Wireline netWork commu 
nication, such as Wireless telecom, short range radio netWork, 
Bluetooth®, Wireless Local Area NetWork (WLAN), Radio 
Frequency Identi?cation (RFID), Internet Protocol Data 
Casting (IPDC), Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB), Infrared 
Data Association (IrDa), Internet or the like, it is not required 
that the digital device be adapted to communicate via net 
Work. Devices that are capable of requiring digital media ?les 
internally or may access media ?les through memory devices 
(e.g., ?ash storage device, memory sticks, video and audio 
storage tapes, CD, DVD, removable hard disc device (HDD) 
and the like) are also applicable. 

In accordance With an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the media diary application Will be embodied by a com 
puter-readable storage medium having computer-readable 
program instructions stored in the medium. The storage 
medium Will typically be a memory device, such as ?ash 
ROM memory, HDD or the like. The programming instruc 
tions may be Written in a standard computer programming 
language, such as C++, Java or the like. Upon execution by a 
processing unit as described beloW, the program instructions 
Will implement the various functions of the media diary appli 
cation as described beloW. The computer-readable program 
instructions include ?rst instructions that Will generate a 
media vieW that provides access to digital media ?les and 
associates digital media ?les With a moment of time, period of 
time or event. The computer-readable program instructions 
Will include second instructions that generate a speed broWser 
that provides for the periods of time in the media vieW to be 
e?iciently accessed. In another embodiment, the computer 
readable program instructions include third instructions that 
Will generate a calendar vieW that represents time in calendar 
format and associates events With respective time informa 
tion, such as moment or periods of time. While the ?rst, 
second and third instructions may be modules, objects or the 
like that communicate With one another, the ?rst, second and 
third instructions need not be discrete or separable portions of 
the program instructions and may be interspersed throughout 
if so desired. 
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FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a media diary application 
display 10 that provides a calendar vieW 100, a media vieW 
200 and a timeline vieW 300 With a media handle 320, in 
accordance With an embodiment of the present invention. 
Collectively, the media vieW, the calendar vieW and any other 
vieW presented by the media diary may be referred to as an 
information vieW. While typically the media vieW provides 
access to media ?les and the calendar vieW provides access to 
calendar events or reminders, collectively media ?les, calen 
dar events/reminders and other information provided by the 
media diary vieWs may be referred to as items of information. 
The timeline vieW Will incorporate a media handle that can be 
moved, linearly and horiZontally, from left to right on the 
display to provide vieWable access to media ?les or calendar 
events. In accordance With embodiments of the present inven 
tion, a more detailed description of the media handle and its 
functionality and methods for use Will be provided for later in 
the detailed description. 

It is noted that the media handle 320 of the present inven 
tion may be implemented solely in conjunction With a media 
vieW (see FIG. 5), solely in conjunction With a calendar vieW 
or in conjunction With a combined display of both a media 
vieW and a calendar vieW (FIG. 1). In addition, While the 
timeline vieW of FIG. 1 implements a time bar, the media 
handle of the present invention may be incorporated Without 
a time bar. 

In order to better understand the media diary application 
display 10 of FIG. 1, isolated representations of an exemplary 
calendar vieW and media vieW are presented in FIGS. 2 and 3. 

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a calendar vieW 100 that 
provides for the entry of calendar events and provides the user 
With a daily planner application. The calendar vieW may be 
displayed in conjunction With the media vieW and the time 
line vieW to present the media handle, in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention. The calendar vieW may 
be generated by computer-readable program instructions 
implemented in association With a digital device. It is noted 
that the calendar vieW herein depicted and described is by 
Way of example only; other calendar vieWs that provide for 
the display of calendar events or reminders are also contem 
plated and Within the inventive concepts herein disclosed. 
While the calendar vieW is typically associated With future 
time periods, future events and future reminders, it may also 
be possible for the calendar vieW to display past time periods, 
past events and past reminders. Alternatively, the calendar 
vieW may be generated by another calendar or personal plan 
ner application, in Which case, the calendar vieW is imported 
into the media diary application from the auxiliary calendar 
application. 

The calendar vieW includes date columns 110, Which cor 
respond to a speci?c date. In the example shoWn, three date 
columns are visible on the display corresponding to the cur 
rent date (i.e., Wednesday, 19 June) and the subsequent tWo 
dates. Typically, upon activation of the calendar vieW the 
current date Will be displayed in the left-hand column of the 
calendar vieW With columns for the subsequent dates posi 
tioned sequentially to the right. As Will be apparent, the cal 
endar vieW may be differently oriented, such as With roWs as 
opposed to columns or the current date may be displayed in 
the right hand column, if so desired. In an alternate embodi 
ment the calendar vieW may include columns 1 1 0, Which may 
correspond to any moment of time, such as year, month, day, 
hour or the like. Additionally upon activation of the calendar 
vieW the current moment of time may be displayed on the 
middle of the vieW. 

The date columns 110 include multiple time blocks 120, 
Which provide a descriptive area for information related to 
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8 
calendar events 130. In the embodiment shoWn, the time 
blocks correspond to one-hour time blocks, although the 
blocks may be for other lengths of time, such as 30-minute 
blocks. Further, for example if a column represents a year, the 
time block 120 may represent a month. The calendar vieW 
Will be vertically scrollable, so that, all of the time blocks for 
a date column Will be vieWable by the user. In addition, the 
calendar vieW Will typically be horiZontally scrollable to pro 
vide for a vieW of other date or time columns 110. In addition, 
the time blocks may include reminder icons 140, Which pro 
vide the media diary user a visual reminder related to an 
upcoming calendar event. For example in the depicted 
embodiment, the camera icon reminds the user that calen 
dared event requires or Will bene?t from a having a camera 
on-hand. 
The information related to calendar events 130 Will typi 

cally be inputted by the user and include information, such as 
title of the event, topic of the event, date and time of the event, 
location of the event, individuals attending the event and the 
like. A calendar event may be inputted by activating, via 
keystroke or mouse-type input signal, the time block associ 
ated With the event. Upon activation, a WindoW or vieW is 
made visible that alloWs for the user to input information 
related to the event. Once the calendar event has been inputted 
and text displayed in the time block, the details of the calendar 
events may be accessible by activating, via keystroke or 
mouse-type input signal, the calendar event. In addition to 
manually inputting calendar events, the media diary may 
import calendar events from other sources or applications that 
are being executed on the digital device, such as from other, 
internal or external, personal planner or calendar applica 
tions, email systems or the like. Further, the information 
related to a calendar event 130 creates metadata information 
related to the calendar event or reminder. 
The time blocks 120 may include a time noW indicator 150 

that may be accentuated in bold-faced type or other Way 
graphically accentuated in the time block that includes the 
current time. The time noW indicator serves to indicate the 
current moment of time. The time noW indicator Will be an 
active indicator that displays the current time, in hour and 
minutes, and moves forWard to the next time block With the 
passage of time. In addition, the calendar vieW 100 may 
graphically distinguish betWeen time blocks and calendar 
events that are in the past and time blocks and calendar events 
that are in the future. In the illustrated example, time blocks 
and events in the past are designated by italiciZed text and 
time blocks and events in the future are designated by non 
italiciZed, standard text. As the time noW indicator moves to 
the next time block to indicate the passage of time, the dis 
tinguishing graphics of the time blocks and calendar events 
Will also change to indicate the proper time state. 

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a media vieW 200 that 
provides for digital media ?les, such as digital images, digital 
video, digital audio, computer games, computer softWare, 
digital text ?les or the like, to be accessible to the media diary 
user, in accordance With an embodiment of the present inven 
tion. Typically the media ?les that are represented in the 
media vieW Will be associated to a past calendar event or past 
reminder. The media vieW Will be generated by computer 
readable program instructions implemented in association 
With a digital device. It is noted that the media vieW herein 
depicted and described is by Way of example only; other 
media vieWs that provide for the display of media ?le repre 
sentations in association With a moment of time or a time 
period are also contemplated and Within the inventive con 
cepts herein disclosed. Alternatively, the media ?les that are 
represented in the media vieW may be associated With a 
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moment or period of time based on a timestamp in the media 
?le, Without having noted an event related to the media ?le, in 
advance, in the calendar vieW or application. 

The media vieW of the illustrated embodiment includes 
date columns 210, Which correspond to a speci?c date, 
although the media vieW may be differently oriented if so 
desired. The date columns of the media vieW provide for a 
time layer that divides time into segments according to a time 
scale. In the FIG. 3 embodiment the time scale is days, 
although the application may be con?gured for other time 
scales. 

In the example shoWn in FIG. 3, four date columns are 
visible on the display corresponding to the four previous 
dates. In an alternate embodiment the media vieW may 
include columns 210, Which may correspond to any moment 
of time, such as a year, a month, a Week, a day, an hour or the 
like. The date columns Will include media ?le representations 
220 that are related to media ?les and are connected, in time, 
to the speci?c date, event and/or time. For example, the media 
?le representations may include representations that provide 
the user With access to digital ?les, such as video ?les, image 
?les, audio ?les, text ?les, emails, short message service 
(SMS) messages, multimedia message service (MMS) mes 
sages and the like and provide the user With information 
pertaining to the content of the ?les. The media ?le represen 
tations may include an icon, or a thumbnail image, a portion 
of the text of a text document or message or any other suitable 
media ?le representation With or Without a title of the media 
?le. 

Typically, the media diary Will receive the media ?le from 
a digital recording function associated With the device or via 
digital communication from other devices. For example: 

1) If the digital device is a cellular telephone that incorpo 
rates a digital camera or any other digital device that 
serves as a digital recording device, a digital media ?le 
(i.e., image) may be communicated directly via cellular 
telephone access from the camera/telephone device to 
the media diary in another device. 

2) If the digital device is an independent digital camera or 
any other digital recording/storing/playing device and 
equipped With a Wireless or Wireline netWork connection 
the digital media ?le may be communicated directly 
from networked device to a media diary in another 
device. 

3) If the digital device is an independent digital camera or 
any other digital recording/storing/playing device and 
equipped With short range digital communication means 
the digital media ?le may communicated ?rst to a long 
range digital communication device (i.e. cellular tele 
phone, a PDA, laptop or the like) that then passes the 
?les to another device With a media diary. Alternatively, 
in proximity, a ?le transfer may occur directly to another 
device With a media diary. 

4) The media ?les may be communicated by a physical 
memory unit/device transferred from one device to 
another device. 

As such, the digital recording/storing/playing device from 
Which the media ?le is communicated (i.e., the passing 
device) may include, and implement, the media diary appli 
cation or may not include the media diary application. If the 
passing device includes the media diary application, the 
media ?les may be processed for media diary purposes prior 
to communication to other devices. 

The communication/ synchronization of the media ?les 
may be automatic after a creation of a neW media ?le, or after 
a certain amount of media ?les have been created. Alterna 
tively, the communication may occur at a selected time or on 
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10 
a request of a user and may include a single media ?le or a 
group of media ?les. The communication/ synchronization 
may occur via any Wireless or Wireline netWork communica 
tion method, such as for example via SMS, MMS or ?le 
transfer. The communication, i.e. synchronization, may also 
occur from a back end media diary application/ device to any 
digital recording/storing/playing device With or Without the 
media diary application. 
The media ?le Will typically have associated metadata, in 

the form of a timestamp, event name, ?le name, location 
information, people in the event or in the media ?le, objects in 
the media ?le, ?le type, ?le siZe or the like. The media ?le 
metadata may be automatically inputted by the digital record 
ing device at the time of the creation of the media ?le or may 
be manually inputted, such as at the time of creation of the 
media ?le or receipt or transfer of the media ?le. In addition, 
it is possible for the metadata to previously exist in conjunc 
tion With a calendar event in the media diary and to be asso 
ciated With the digital media ?le at the moment the ?le is 
created, if the device creating the media ?le executes the 
media diary application. 
Once the media diary receives the media ?le, the media ?le 

metadata is combined and/or correlated With the calendar 
event information. The combined and/or correlated informa 
tion is associated With the media ?le in the media vieW, such 
that, When a user accesses the media ?le via the media ?le 
representation the user Will be presented With the combined 
metadata and calendar event information. See for example, 
media ?le representations 220 of FIG. 3, in Which, a thumb 
nail image is combined With a title and text entry. 

Referring again to FIG. 1, Which depicts media application 
display 10 that is a combination of a calendar vieW 100, a 
media vieW 200 and a timeline vieW 300. The timeline portion 
of the vieW incorporates a media handle, in accordance With 
an embodiment of the present invention. As depicted, the 
calendar vieW 100 is displayed on the right-hand side of the 
digital device’s display, the media vieW 200 is displayed on 
the left-hand side of the display and the timeline vieW features 
are displayed above both the calendar vieW and the media 
vieW. The timeline vieW and, speci?cally, the media handle 
Will be generated by the computer-readable program instruc 
tions as implemented in association With a digital device. It is 
noted that the timeline vieW and, speci?cally, the media 
handle herein depicted and described is by Way of example 
only; other con?gurations of timeline vieWs and media 
handles that provide for the display of a timeline and media 
handle function in combination With a media vieW and/or a 
calendar vieW are also contemplated and Within the inventive 
concepts herein disclosed. 

In addition to the media handle 320, the timeline vieW 300 
may also incorporate a time bar 310. The time bar Will typi 
cally be displayed horiZontally across the vieWable area of the 
display. HoWever, in alternate embodiments the time bar may 
be displayed vertically. In such embodiments, the media 
handle Would provide for vertical movement along the verti 
cal time bar and the corresponding media vieWs and/or cal 
endar vieWs Would scroll vertically. The time bar provides for 
a time layer Within the media diary application that divides 
time into segments according to a time scale. For example, in 
one embodiment of the invention the time scale is de?ned by 
dates, i.e., each time bar segment represents a speci?c date. In 
the illustrated embodiment, the hash marks in the time bar 
de?ne the segments, representing dates and the bold-faced 
lines of the time bar indicate Weeks. The length of the time bar 
segment Will typically correspond to the volume of media 
?les associated With the segment. Volume may be de?ned in 
terms of the quantity or number of media ?les or volume may 
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be de?ned in terms of the storage siZe (i.e., bytes) of the media 
?les. As such, a longer length segment may indicate a large 
volume of media ?les, While a shorter length segment may 
indicate a small volume of media ?les or no media ?les. 

The media handle Will be moveable on the display for the 
purpose of providing vieWable access to media ?les in the 
media vieW and/ or vieWable access to events in the calendar 
vieW. The media handle 320 depicted in FIG. 1 is shoWn in a 
stationary rest position, preferably in a centerline position, 
eg in FIG. 1 related to a time bar, or related to display of the 
media diary application and in FIG. 4 related to a media vieW. 
In the centerline position the media handle is associated With 
an underlying column of the media vieW and the media handle 
Will display the date associated With the underlying column. 
Additionally, in the centerline position the media handle Will 
typically be associated With an underlying time unit, such as 
a day, of the time bar. The media handle Will typically display 
the time unit, such as the date, associated With the underlying 
time unit in the media handle. 

The media handle 320 Will typically have a center mark 
420 for indicating a center point of the media handle. When 
the media handle is in a rest position, typically a centerline 
position, the center mark Will point to an associated time unit 
330 Within the time bar 310. The associated time unit Will 
typically be indicated on the media handle and either the 
media vieW or the calendar vieW associated With the time unit 
Will generally underlie the center mark. When the media 
handle is moved to a deviated position (i.e., a position to the 
left or right of the centerline position), the center mark Will 
point to an associated time unit Within the time bar. In the 
deviated position the media vieW or calendar vieW associated 
With the time unit Will be scrolling into the viewable area of 
the display. 

In addition, in certain embodiments of the invention the 
media handle may be con?gured such that the length of the 
stationary media handle 320 overlies the time units 330 in the 
time bar 310 that are currently being displayed in the media 
vieW 200 and/or calendar vieW 100. In the illustrated example 
of FIG. 1, the length of the media handle overlies at least a 
portion of seven time units, these seven times units corre 
spond to the 7 days in the media and calendar vieWs; 4 days in 
the media view (1 5 June-l 8 June) and 3 days in the calendar 
view (19 June-21 June). In this regard, the media handle Will 
automatically deviate in length to accommodate the amount 
of time units that are currently Within the vieWable area of the 
display. Areas of the time bar that do not underlie the media 
handle provide the user With a visible-indication of media ?le 
content in time periods outside of those displayed in the 
vieWing area. 

In a manual movement mode movement of the media 
handle is typically accomplished by keystroke or mouse-type 
activation. Typically a click and drag function of a mouse 
type interface is used to move the media handle to the left or 
to the right. For example, in the FIG. 1 embodiment, if the 
user moves the media handle to the left, the calendar vieW and 
media vieW Will scroll to the right, such that, more past dates 
in the media vieW Will be displayed. If the user moves the 
media handle to the right, the calendar vieW and media vieW 
Will scroll to the left; such that, more future dates in the 
calendar vieW Will be displayed. 

If the media handle 320 is deviated a relatively short dis 
tance from the center position, deliberate speed scrolling Will 
occur in the media vieW and/ or calendar vieW. In this instance, 
the media vieW and/ or the calendar vieW Will move relatively 
sloWly in the opposite direction of the deviation and the 
corresponding dates and media ?le representations Will 
appear in the display area. If the media handle is deviated a 
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relatively long distance from the centerposition, fast scrolling 
Will occur in the media vieW, calendar vieW and/or time bar. 
An example of a relatively long distance Would be deviating 
the media handle to a position adjacent to a horizontal end of 
the display. In this instance, the time bar, the media vieW 
and/or calendar vieW Will move relatively fast in the opposite 
direction of the deviation and the corresponding dates and 
media ?le representations Will appear in the display area. 
Once the media handle is released from the deviated position, 
the media handle Will return, automatically, to the rest posi 
tion, such as the centerline position. Once the media handle 
returns to the centerline position, the media handle Will indi 
cate the date at the moment the media handle Was released 
from the deviated position and the media vieW column, cal 
endar vieW column or time bar unit associated With the 
moment of time, such as the date, Will underlie the center 
positioned media handle. 

For example, if the user of the media diary 10 Wishes to 
access a date in the near past, the user Will deviate the media 
handle 320 a relatively short distance, e. g. to the left. Moving 
and holding the media handle a short distance to the left, Will 
invoke deliberate scrolling of the past dates. When the desired 
date is evident on the media handle, the user may release the 
media handle. Release of the media handle Will automatically 
reposition the media handle in the centerline position and the 
desired date and associated media vieW or calendar vieW Will 
underlie the media handle. 

Altemately, if the user of the media diary Wishes to access 
a date in the distant past, the user Will deviate the media 
handle, eg to the far left of the display (i.e., adjacent to the 
left side of the display), preferably along the time bar. Moving 
the media handle to the far left of the display, Will invoke fast 
scrolling of the past dates. This entails hastily ramping up the 
scroll function from a sloW scrolling speed to a fast scrolling 
speed. When the user is in the near vicinity of the date they 
Wish to access, the media handle can be released to move the 
time bar back to the centerline position. Releasing the media 
handle to reposition the media handle in the centerline posi 
tion also repositions the time bar, the media vieW and the 
calendar vieW, accordingly. This Will alloW the user to focus 
in on the desired date by deviating the media handle a rela 
tively short distance from the centerline. Alternatively, When 
the media bar is positioned to the far left of the display and the 
scrolling function has moved into the vicinity of the desired 
date, the media handle can be moved to the right to sloW doWn 
the scrolling function. SloWing doWn the scrolling function 
Will alloW the user to focus in on the desired date and 
smoothly center the desired content in the media vieW. 

FIG. 4 provides an illustrative example of hoW the media 
handle is moved/ deviated to access media ?les, in accordance 
With an embodiment of the present invention. The media 
handle 320 is initially in a stationary position, as depicted the 
stationary position centers the media handle With the center 
line 410. As such, in the depicted stationary position the 
center mark 420 of the media handle resides on the centerline. 
When the media handle is deviated from the stationary posi 
tion (i.e., moved left or right from the center line) the vieW of 
the media diary application Will scroll in the direction oppo 
site of the direction of the deviation. Thus, as depicted, devia 
tion of the media handle to the right, Will scroll more of the 
calendar vieW into the vieWable area of the display and devia 
tion of the media handle to the left, Will scroll more of the 
media vieW, and associated media ?le representations, into 
the vieWable area of the display. 
When the media handle 320 is deviated a prede?ned 

“short” distance the scrolling that results is deliberate step 
Wise scrolling in accordance With the time units 330 in the 
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underlying time bar 310. Alternatively, the scrolling is con 
tinuous (i.e., Without steps) or according to a predetermined 
number of steps. This enables presentation of media ?les in 
instances in Which a time unit includes a large volume of 
media ?les (i.e., the time unit 330 in the time bar 310 is 
characteristically Wide in length). In the illustrated example 
the prede?ned “short” distance is de?ned as the distance 
betWeen imaginary marks 430. As long as the media handle is 
deviated betWeen marks 430, the step-Wise scrolling is lim 
ited to the underlying media or calendar vieW (i.e., the time 
bar remains stationary). Thus, as the media handle is moved, 
the center mark 420 Will point to the time unit that Will move 
to the centerline in the absence of further movement of the 
time handle. In addition, as the media handle is moved a time 
column 210 Within the media vieW 200 or the calendar vieW 
1 00 that is related to the time unit indicated by the center mark 
Will synchronously scroll to a position under the centerline 
41 0 in the media diary vieW. For example, if the time units 33 0 
in the illustrated example are days, as the media handle is 
moved, once the center mark encounters the time unit on the 
time bar, the corresponding date associated With the time unit 
Will be displayed in the media handle, the date Will be scrolled 
into the media vieW or calendar vieW, and associated media 
?le representations or calendar event reminders Will be vis 
ible on the display proximate the centerline 410. And more 
precisely, a portion of the time column 210 that corresponds 
to a portion of the time unit 330 indicated by the center mark 
is scrolled into the media vieW or calendar vieW and media ?le 
representations or calendar event reminders associated With 
the portion of the time unit Will be visible on the display 
proximate the centerline 410. 

Once the center mark 420 of the media handle 320 is 
deviated beyond the prede?ned “short” distance (i.e., mark 
430), the time bar Will scroll simultaneous With scrolling of 
the underlying media vieW or calendar vieW. When the extent 
of the deviation is further increased beyond mark 430 the 
scrolling speed Will increase, such as in a linear fashion or an 
exponential fashion, as indicated by the speed line 440, this is 
referred to as accelerated or speed broWsing. The speed line is 
shoWn for illustrative purposes only and does not actually 
appear in the timeline vieW of the media diary application. In 
the accelerated broWsing mode, the media handle may be held 
in a stationary position to provide for accelerated broWsing 
through periods of time. Additionally, in the accelerated 
broWsing mode the center mark of the media handle Will point 
to a time unit in the scrolling time bar, the time unit Will be 
rapidly displayed in the media handle and the media vieW 
and/ or calendar vieW Will be rapidly scrolled. Once the devi 
ated media handle is released, it returns, automatically, to a 
rest position, typically the centerline 410 position. The time 
unit that the center mark points to, as Well as, the media 
handle becomes centered in the display. 

For a more detailed discussion of the scrolling function and 
the ability to provide for adjustment of the scrolling speed, 
see co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/715,095, 
entitled “Speed BroWsing of Media Items in a Media Diary 
Application”, ?led on Nov. 17, 2003, in the name of inventors 
Lindholm et al., and assigned to the same entity as the present 
invention. That application is herein incorporated by refer 
ence as if set forth fully herein. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an alternate embodiment of the present 
invention, in Which, the media diary display includes a com 
bination of a media vieW 200 and a media handle 320. In this 
embodiment, the computer-readable program instructions 
Will generate a media vieW that provides access to digital 
media ?les and associates digital media ?les With a period of 
time. The instructions Will additionally generate a media 
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handle. The media vieW includes date columns 210, Which 
correspond to a speci?c date. In the example shoWn, four date 
columns are visible on the display corresponding to four 
dates. The date columns Will include media ?le representa 
tions 220 that are related to media ?les and are connected, in 
time, to the speci?c date and may further be connected Within 
a date to a speci?c topic. For example, the media ?le repre 
sentations may include representations that provide the user 
With access to digital ?les, such as video ?les, image ?les, 
audio ?les text ?les and the like and provide the user With 
information pertaining to the content of the ?les. The media 
?le representations may include an image and title of a digital 
image or video ?le, a portion of the text of a text message or 
any other suitable media ?le representation. 

In this embodiment of the invention, the date columns may 
include both past dates, present dates and future dates. While 
most media ?les Will be categoriZed in past date columns it is 
possible for media events to be categoriZed in future date 
columns. For example, a yet-to-be presented multi-media 
presentation can be categoriZed under a future date column. 
The features of the timeline vieW 300 Will include a media 

handle 320 that is moveable Within the display to provide 
vieWable access to media ?les or calendar events. The media 
handle Will typically be visible in the timeline vieW and be 
centered in the visible display in a stationary position. In the 
same manner as described above, the media handle can be 
moved to the left or right on the display to provide for vieW 
able access to media ?le representations in the media vieW or 
calendar events in the calendar vieW. The media handle of the 
FIG. 4 embodiment Will have all the con?guration and func 
tionality possibilities that have been described above in rela 
tion to FIG. 1. 
A further embodiment of the invention is de?ned by a 

digital device that implements the media diary application 
and speci?cally the media handle aspect of the media diary, in 
accordance With an embodiment of the present invention. 
FIG. 6 illustrates a block diagram of digital device 500 that 
implements the media diary. As previously noted, the digital 
device may be a digital device capable of digital communi 
cation by any means of netWork or by portable memory unit 
With other digital devices, such as a mobile terminal including 
for example, a mobile telephone, a PDA, laptop computer, a 
digital camera, a digital video camera, electronic book 
device, digital audio recorder, personal computer, set-top box 
(STB), television or the like. 
The digital device 500 Will include a processing unit 510, 

such as a processor, an application speci?c integrated circuit, 
analog and/ or digital circuitry, or any other similar device that 
executes computer-readable program instructions for access 
ing media ?les. Wherein the program instructions and the 
media ?les are generally stored in memory device 512. The 
computer-readable program instructions may include ?rst 
instructions 520 for generating a media vieW that provides 
access to digital media ?les and associates digital media ?les 
With a period of time, and second instructions 530 for gener 
ating a media handle that provides for the user to alter the 
speed of broWsing function to e?iciently locate media ?les 
Within the media diary. In addition, the digital device Will 
include a display 550 that is in communication With the pro 
cessing unit and provides a presentation mechanism for the 
media vieW and the media handle. 

In alternate embodiments of the digital device, the process 
ing unit 510 may execute computer-readable program 
instructions, including optional third instructions 540 for 
generating a calendar vieW that represents time in calendar 
format and associates events With respective periods of time. 
Additionally, the processing unit may execute computer 
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readable program instructions, including optional third 
instructions 540 for generating a time bar that divides time 
into segments and is displayed in conjunction With the media 
vieW and media handle. 

Additionally, the invention is embodied in a method for 
accessing media ?les in a media management application. 
FIG. 7 is a How diagram depicting the method for accessing 
media ?les in a media management application. At step 600, 
a media vieW is provided, Which provides vieWable access to 
digital media ?les in relation to a period of time. As previ 
ously noted a “period of time” also encompasses a moment of 
time or an event associated With a period or moment of time. 

At step 610, a media handle is provided in conjunction With 
the media vieW. The media handle is stationary in a generally 
centerline position, on a display; the centerline position being 
associated With a ?rst period of time in the media vieW. 

At step 620, the method includes the step of deviating the 
media handle a selected distance from the centerline position. 
The selected distance is associated With a second period of 
time in the media vieW. The process of deviating the media 
handle Will typically involve a mouse-type click and hold 
function or a keystroke function. At step 630, once the media 
handle has been deviated, the media handle is released to the 
generally centerline position. Release back to the centerline 
position Will provide for the media handle to be associated 
With the second period of time in the media vieW. Typically, 
the second period of time Will generally underlie the center 
line position of the media handle. In addition, release of the 
media handle to the generally centerline position Will typi 
cally provide for vieWable access to media ?les associated 
With the second period of time. 

The method may additionally include the step of providing 
for a time bar, in conjunction With the media vieW and the 
media handle, Which provides for time to be divided into 
segments. In those embodiments implementing a time bar, the 
media handle may be deviated a selected distance from the 
centerline position to generally align the media handle With a 
segment of time in the time bar. In addition, releasing the 
media handle to the generally centerline position Will provide 
for the media handle to be associated With the segment of time 
in the time bar. 

The described embodiments of the present invention pro 
vide for a media diary or media management application 
implemented in a digital device that incorporates a media 
handle mechanism. The media handle mechanism is move 
able Within the display to provide the user of the diary an 
e?icient tool for accessing media ?les and/or calendar events. 
The media handle may be displayed in conjunction With a 
media vieW, a calendar vieW and/or a time bar, such that the 
media handle provides access to desired portions of the media 
vieW, the calendar vieW or the time bar. The media handle of 
the present invention provides the device user With a highly 
e?icient means of locating time periods and the media ?les 
associated With the time periods. In addition, the media 
handle provides ergonomic bene?t to the user, in that, user 
inputs to the device are limited and the user inputs that are 
required are user-friendly. 
Many modi?cations and other embodiments of the inven 

tions set forth herein Will come to mind to one skilled in the art 
to Which these inventions pertain having the bene?t of the 
teachings presented in the foregoing descriptions and the 
associated draWings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the 
inventions are not to be limited to the speci?c embodiments 
disclosed and that modi?cations and other embodiments are 
intended to be included Within the scope of the appended 
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16 
claims.Although speci?c terms are employed herein, they are 
used in a generic and descriptive sense only and not for 
purposes of limitation. 

That Which is claimed: 
1. A computer readable storage medium having computer 

readable program instructions embodied in the medium, the 
computer-readable program instructions comprising: 

?rst instructions for generating a media vieW that provides 
access to digital media ?les and associates digital media 
?les With a period of time; and 

second instructions for generating a media handle, dis 
played in conjunction With a media vieW, Wherein the 
media handle is moveable Within the media vieW to 
provide vieWable access to digital media ?les, 

Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further comprise instructions for causing step 
Wise scrolling based on a prede?ned time unit When the 
media handle is deviated from a prede?ned position into 
a ?rst region, and causing a speed of scrolling that is 
proportional to the distance that the media handle is 
deviated from the prede?ned position When the media 
handle is deviated from the prede?ned position into a 
second region. 

2. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
further comprising third instructions for generating a time 
bar, displayed in conjunction With the media vieW, Wherein 
the time bar provides for time to be divided into segments. 

3. The computer readable storage medium of claim 2, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for generating a media handle that is 
moveable along the time bar to provide access to time seg 
ments. 

4. The computer readable storage medium of claim 3, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for generating a media handle that is 
moveable along the time bar to provide access to time seg 
ments, Wherein access to time segments provides for display 
in the media vieW of vieWable media ?les associated With the 
time segment. 

5. The computer readable storage medium of claim 2, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for generating a mark associated With 
the media handle that corresponds to a time segment Within 
the time bar. 

6. The computer readable storage medium of claim 2, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for a broWsing step function that is 
proportional to a movement of the media handle along the 
time bar. 

7. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein the ?rst instructions for generating a media vieW 
further provides for associating digital media ?les With a 
period of time based upon information associated With the 
digital media ?le. 

8. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
further comprising third instructions for generating a calen 
dar vieW that represents time in calendar format and associ 
ates events With respective periods of time. 

9. The computer readable storage medium of claim 8, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for generating a media handle that is 
moveable Within the calendar vieW to provide vieWable 
access to periods of time. 

10. The computer readable storage medium of claim 9, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
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handle further provides for generating a media handle that is 
moveable Within the calendar vieW to provide vieWable 
access to calendared events. 

11. The computer readable storage medium of claim 8, 
Wherein the ?rst instructions for generating a media vieW that 
provides access to digital media ?les and associates digital 
media ?les With a period of time further provides for associ 
ating digital media ?les With a past period of time, and 
Wherein the fourth instructions for generating a calendar vieW 
that represents time in calendar format and associates events 
With respective periods of time further provides for associat 
ing events With respective future periods of time. 

12. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for generating a mark associated With 
the media handle that corresponds to period of time Within the 
media vieW. 

13. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for generating a mark associated With 
the media handle that indicates a period of time When the 
media handle is deviated from a prede?ned position. 

14. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for generating a time indicator asso 
ciated With the media handle that indicates a date, Wherein the 
date indicated generally underlies the media handle. 

15. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein second instructions for generating a media handle 
further provides for generating a time indicator associated 
With the media handle that indicates a date, Wherein the date 
indicated changes as the media handle is moved. 

16. The computer readable storage medium of claims 1, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further provides for the speed of scrolling to accelerate 
When the media handle is deviated from the prede?ned posi 
tion in the second region. 

17. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further includes instructions for increasing the speed 
of scrolling as the distance from the prede?ned position is 
increased When the media handle is deviated from the pre 
de?ned position into the second region. 

18. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further includes instructions for decreasing the speed 
of broWsing as the distance from the prede?ned position is 
decreased. 

19. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein the second instructions for generating a media 
handle further includes instructions for generating a media 
handle that is moveable horizontally. 

20. The application of claim 1, Wherein the second instruc 
tions for generating a media handle further provides for gen 
erating a time indicator associated With the media handle that 
indicates a date, Wherein the date indicated is generally dis 
posed Within the media handle. 

21. A computer readable storage medium having com 
puter-readable program instructions embodied in the 
medium, the computer-readable program instructions com 
prising: 

?rst instructions for generating an information vieW that 
provides access to items of information associated With 
a period of time and Wherein the information vieW pro 
vides for a ?rst time layer to be divided into segments in 
a ?rst time scale; 
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second instructions for generating a time bar, displayed in 

conjunction With the information vieW, Wherein the time 
bar provides for a second time layer to be divided into 
segments in a second time scale; and 

third instructions for generating a moveable media handle, 
displayed in conjunction With the information vieW and 
the time bar, 

Wherein a movement of the media handle along the time 
bar moves simultaneously the information vieW and the 
time bar, and 

Wherein the third instructions for generating a moveable 
media handle further include instructions for causing 
step -Wise scrolling based on a prede?ned time unit When 
the media handle is deviated from a prede?ned position 
into a ?rst region, and causing a speed of scrolling that is 
proportional to the distance that the media handle is 
deviated from the prede?ned position When the media 
handle is deviated from the prede?ned position into a 
second region. 

22. The computer readable storage medium of claim 21, 
Wherein the ?rst instructions for generating an information 
vieW that provides access to items of information further 
comprises ?rst instructions for generating a media vieW that 
provides access to media ?les. 

23. The computer readable storage medium of claim 21, 
Wherein the ?rst instructions for generating an information 
vieW that provides access to items of information further 
comprises ?rst instructions for generating a calendar vieW 
that provides access to calendar events. 

24. The computer readable storage medium of claim 21, 
Wherein a movement of the media handle along the time bar 
moves simultaneously the information vieW and the time bar 
an amount according to the amount of the movement of the 
media handle. 

25. The computer readable storage medium of claim 21, 
Wherein a movement of the media handle along the time bar 
moves simultaneously the information vieW and the time bar 
an amount according to the amount of the movement of the 
time scales of the time layers. 

26. The computer readable storage medium of claim 21, 
Wherein a movement of the media handle along the time bar 
moves simultaneously the information vieW and the time bar 
and provides vieWable access to the items of information. 

27. An apparatus comprising at least one processor and at 
least one memory including computer program code, the at 
least one memory and the computer program code con?gured 
to, With the at least one processor, cause the apparatus at least 
to perform: 

generating a media vieW that provides access to digital 
media ?les and associates digital media ?les With a 
period of time; and 

generating a media handle, displayed in conjunction With 
the media vieW, Wherein the media handle is moveable 
With in the media vieW to provide vieWable access to 
digital media ?les; 

Wherein generating the media handle includes causing 
step -Wise scrolling based on a prede?ned time unit When 
the media handle is deviated from a prede?ned position 
into a ?rst region, and causing a speed of scrolling that is 
proportional to the distance that the media handle is 
deviated from the prede?ned position When the media 
handle is deviated from the prede?ned position into a 
second region. 

28. The apparatus of claim 27, Wherein the apparatus is 
further caused to generate a time bar, displayed in conjunction 
With the media vieW, Wherein the time bar provides for time to 
be divided into segments. 
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29. The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the apparatus is 
further caused to generate a media handle that is moveable 
along the time bar to provide access to time segments. 

30. The apparatus of claim 28, Wherein the apparatus is 
further caused to generate a media handle that is moveable 
along the time bar to provide access to time segments, 
Wherein access to time segments provides for display in the 
media vieW of vieWable media ?les associated With the time 
segment. 

31. The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising a display 
in communication With the at least one processor, the display 
being con?gured to present a combined vieW of the media 
vieW and the media handle. 

32. A method comprising: 
providing for a media vieW on a display device that pro 

vides vieWable access to digital media ?les in relation to 
a period of time; 

providing for a media handle, in conjunction With the 
media vieW, that is stationary in a prede?ned position, 
the prede?ned position associated With a ?rst period of 
time in the media vieW; 

receiving an indication that the media handle has been 
deviated a selected distance from the prede?ned posi 
tion, the selected distance associated With a second 
period of time in the media vieW; and 

receiving an indication that the media handle has been 
released such that the prede?ned position is associated 
With the second period of time in the media vieW; 

Wherein upon receiving the indication that the media 
handle has been deviated the selected distance, causing 
step -Wise scrolling based on a prede?ned time unit When 
the selected distance is Within a ?rst region or causing a 
speed of scrolling that is proportional to the distance that 
the media handle has been deviated from the prede?ned 
position When the selected distance is Within a second 
region. 

33. The method of claim 32, Wherein receiving the indica 
tion that the media handle has been released occurs automati 
cally upon release of the deviated media handle. 
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34. The method of claim 32, Wherein receiving the indica 

tion that the media handle has been released further com 
prises providing vieWable access to media ?les associated 
With the second period of time. 

35. The method of claim 32, Wherein receiving the indica 
tion that the media handle has been released further com 
prises scrolling the media vieW such that the second period of 
time in the media vieW is generally aligned With the pre 
de?ned position of the media handle. 

36. The method of claim 32, further comprising providing 
for a time bar, in conjunction With the media vieW and the 
media handle, Which provides for time to be divided into 
segments. 

37. The method of claim 36, Wherein receiving the indica 
tion that the media handle has been deviated the selected 
distance further comprises receiving the indication that the 
media handle has been deviated the selected distance to gen 
erally align the media handle With a segment of time in the 
time bar. 

38. The method of claim 37, Wherein receiving the indica 
tion that the media handle has been released further com 
prises receiving the indication that the media handle has been 
released such that the prede?ned position is associated With 
the segment of time in the time bar. 

39. The method of claim 36, Wherein receiving the indica 
tion that the media handle has been released further com 
prises providing vieWable access to media ?les associated 
With the segment of time in the time bar. 

40. The method of claim 32, Wherein receiving the indica 
tion that the media handle has been deviated includes receiv 
ing the indication that the media handle has been deviated in 
response to receiving a user indication. 

41. The method of claim 32, Wherein receiving the indica 
tion that the media handle has been released includes receiv 
ing the indication that the media handle has been released in 
response to receiving a user indication. 


