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METHOD AND STRUCTURE FOR 
AUTOCONFIGURATION OF OVERLAY 

NETWORKS BY AUTOMATIC SELECTION 
OF A NETWORK DESIGNATED ROUTER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The present Application is related to the following co 
pending applications: 
US. patent application Ser. No. 10/ 176,043, ?led on Jun. 

21, 2002, to Boivie et al., entitled “METHOD AND STRUC 
TURE FOR AN AUTOCONFIGURATION TOPOLOGY 
CALCULATION”; and 
US. patent application Ser. No. 10/176,045, ?led on Jun. 

21, 2002, to Boivie et al., entitled “METHOD AND STRUC 
TURE FOR AUTOCONFIGURATION OF NETWORK 

DESTINATIONS”, 
both assigned to the present assignee, and both incorpo 

rated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention generally relates to automatic con 

?guration of a computer network. More speci?cally, one 
router of the network is automatically designated, using a 
priority based on a pre-established criterion, to assume a role 
as a designated router to determine current network con?gu 
ration, establish a network topology, and then communicate 
that topology to all routers currently on-line. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
A network router is a component that connects networks.A 

router transfers a packet to other networks only when the 
packet is addressed to a station outside its network. A router 
can make intelligent decisions as to which network is the best 
route to use to send data to a distant network. 

An overlay network is a “virtual networ ” that resides on 
top of another network. This “virtual network” must be con 
?gured, so that the overlay routers know of each other, as well 
as the destinations within the overlay network, i.e., the net 
work topology. In conventional systems, this network con 
?guration process is manual. Should a router go off-line, the 
overlay network could be incapacitated since the network 
topology will have changed. 

Manual con?guration has the disadvantage that the overlay 
network will not be able to respond to changing conditions 
such as routers coming on-line or dropping off-line, node 
intercommunications lost due to an interruption of an intem 
odal communication link, etc. 

Accordingly, what is missing in the conventional art is a 
method to automatically con?gure an overlay network so the 
overlay routers know of each other, where the other routers 
are, and the paths to destinations within the network. Also 
missing in the conventional art is a method to dynamically 
and automatically recon?gure the network as required by 
network changes. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of the foregoing problems, drawbacks, and disad 
vantages of the conventional systems, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a method (and structure) in 
which an overlay network can be automatically con?gured. 
More speci?cally, the present invention teaches a method in 
which one of the routers currently on-line is automatically 
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2 
selected, using a pre-established criterion, to serve the role of 
a designated router having the role of de?ning a network 
topology. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
method for allowing a network to automatically recover 
should the current designated network router drop off-line. 

It is another object of the present invention to teach a 
technique of automatic con?guration of an overlay network in 
which each potential network router initially, upon coming 
on-line, assumes itself to be serving the role as the network 
designated router and proceeds to execute that task. However, 
the router automatically relinquishes that role when it 
encounters another router having a higher priority to serve in 
the role as designated router. 

To achieve the above goals and objectives, in a ?rst aspect 
of the present invention, described herein is a method (and 
structure) of automatically con?guring a network comprising 
a plurality of interconnected computers. More than one of the 
plurality of computers is con?gured to assume a role as a 
designated router. The designated router has the function to 
determine a current network con?guration by determining 
which computers are currently on-line, using this determined 
current network con?guration to determine a current network 
topology that de?nes a neighborhood relationship among the 
interconnected computers currently on-line, and communi 
cating the current network topology to the network. A priority 
criterion is de?ned so that one of the computers is automati 
cally selected, according to the priority criterion, to serve the 
role as designated router. 

In a second aspect of the present invention, also described 
herein is a signal-bearing medium tangibly embodying a pro 
gram of machine-readable instructions executable by a digital 
processing apparatus to perform the method described above. 

In a third aspect of the present invention, also described 
herein is a network including a plurality of computers, more 
than one of which is con?gured to assume a role as a desig 
nated network router. The network has the capability of 
dynamically and automatically designating a router to ful?ll 
a role as a designated network router using the method 
described above. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects, aspects and advantages 
will be better understood from the following detailed descrip 
tion of a preferred embodiment of the invention with refer 
ence to the drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 shows a simplistic exemplary overlay network; 
FIG. 2A is a ?owchart illustrating a basic technique 200 of 

the present invention; 
FIG. 2B is a ?owchart illustrating an exemplary embodi 

ment 210 in which selection is evolved by determining prior 
ity between two on-line routers; 

FIG. 2C is a ?owchart illustrating an exemplary embodi 
ment 220 which automatically designates the lowest-num 
bered router currently on-line; 

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary hardware/ information han 
dling system 300 for incorporating the present invention 
therein; and 

FIG. 4 illustrates a signal bearing medium 400 (e.g., stor 
age medium) for storing steps of a program of a method 
according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly FIG. 
1 in which is shown a simplistic exemplary overlay network 
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having routers 01-07 and destination subnets S. A network 
(solid lines) interconnects a plurality of nodes N. The overlay 
network (dotted lines) consists of only certain nodes of the 
network, shown in FIG. 1 as the overlay router nodes Oi. 
Network destinations, i.e., Internet Provider (IP) subnets S, 
are also shown on the ?gure. Each subnet has an associated 
host/ server computer (not shown), which is the contact to that 
subnet from the overlay network. 

In a preferred exemplary embodiment of the present inven 
tion that provides maximum ?exibility for the overlay net 
work, each overlay network router Q is con?gured so that it 
can serve the role as a designated router. The designated 
router has the function of determining a network topology, 
which is a mapping that establishes the neighbor relationships 
among all routers currently on-line, and communicating that 
network topology to these routers. The establishment of 
neighboring routers allows greater ef?ciency in routing data 
packets and is a prelude for the second of the above-listed 
co-pending applications that addresses how an optimal rout 
ing to network destinations can be established automatically. 

Although not illustrated in FIG. 1, it is noted that the 
network could also be partitioned. If so partitioned, there 
would be several designated routers, i.e., one in each of the 
disconnected portions of the network. 
As shown in FIG. 2A, in order to autocon?gure an overlay 

network in accordance with the present invention, one of the 
routers currently on-line will be designated as the router to 
determine current network con?guration and then develop a 
network topology which will de?ne how the on-line routers 
are interrelated as neighbors. The designated router then com 
municates this neighborhood relationship to the remaining 
routers. An overlay router then starts exchanging route pro 
tocol messages with its neighbor(s). 

In step 201 of FIG. 2A, various routers Oj of the network 
have been con?gured to potentially serve as designated 
router. In a preferred embodiment, all routers Oj have this 
potential. In step 202, one of these con?gured routers is 
designated, using a pre-established criterion 203, to serve as 
the network designated router having the role to determine, in 
step 204, the current network con?guration which it then uses 
to determine, in step 205, a current network topology to be 
communicated by the designated router to all routers cur 
rently on-line in the network. 

In step 206, should the designated router drop off-line, the 
pre-established criterion 203 allows another router to be des 
ignated in step 202 to take over the task of maintaining the 
network topology. If the designated router stays on-line, it 
will periodically redetermine the current network con?gura 
tion, as per step 204, and update the topology if and as 
required, as per step 205. 

This autocon?guration technique clearly has advantages 
over manual con?guration. Any one of the various routers can 
step in to assume the role of establishing a network topology. 
The current network topology can vary in correspondence 
with current network con?guration. Additionally, the net 
work can recover should the current designated router drop 
off-line. 

The technique 200 shown in FIG. 2A could be imple 
mented in various ways. As a ?rst example of possible varia 
tions, the pre-established criterion could be a very simple 
priority system such that, for example, if router O l is on-line, 
it is automatically the designated router, else router O2 
assumes the role, followed in turn by router O3, 04, etc. It 
would be straight forward to program this simple priority 
system into the non-volatile memory of each router Oj, 
thereby allowing each router to understand which on-line 
router has priority to assume the role as designated router. 
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4 
Each router would contain in memory a complete listing of 
the IP (Internet Protocol) addresses of all overlay routers that 
could possibly be on-line as a participant of the overlay net 
work. By consulting the priority listing in memory, all routers 
currently on-line will know which of them will assume the 
role as designated router. 
A second variation could occur in the process in which the 

designated router determines the current network con?gura 
tion. It could, for example, simply monitor the network traf 
?c. A more assertive approach would be that the designated 
router communicates a request to the network that all on-line 
routers respond to identify their presence. As another possible 
variation, each router has stored in memory a complete listing 
of the IP addresses of all overlay routers that couldpossibly be 
on-line as a participant of the overlay network. The desig 
nated router could consult this listing and interrogate each 
router individually. Alternatively, each router coming on-line 
could announce its presence onto the network either as a 
general network announcement or as transmissions directed 
to the speci?c routers assumed to be present and then acting as 
designated router in accordance with the priority listing in 
memory. 
A third variation could occur in the process that is used by 

the designated router to determine the current network topol 
ogy. Basically, after determining which routers are currently 
on-line, the designated router will determine a neighborhood 
relationship mapping for these routers. The ?rst of the above 
listed copending application describes a preferred exemplary 
method of constructing a minimum spanning tree. However, 
for purpose of this application, it is suf?cient to consider that 
the network topology determination could be as simple as 
merely consulting a listing in memory to choose one of vari 
ous standard, previously-calculated topologies, dependent 
upon which routers are currently on-line. 

FIG. 2B shows a preferred embodiment 210 of the gener 
aliZed technique illustrated in FIG. 2A in which currently-on 
line routers themselves engage in a comparison of relative 
priorities to result in the selection of the designated network 
router. In step 211, upon coming on-line, routerA automati 
cally assumes the role of the designated router. By consulting 
a network router list 212 stored in memory, router A knows 
which other routers can potentially serve as the designated 
router. Therefore, in step 213, router A attempts to contact 
router B. In step 214, having been able to contact router B, 
router A uses pre-established criterion 215 to determine in 
step 216 whether routerA has a higher priority than router B. 
If so, in step 217, routerA continues its assumed role as the 
designated router. If not, in step 218, routerA relinquishes the 
role as being designated router. It should be clear that when 
ever any router A comes on-line, this process of comparing 
priorities quickly results in a determination of which on-line 
router best satis?es the pre-established criterion 215, and 
routerA will very quickly be able to determine its priority to 
assume the role as designated router. 
The technique 210 shown in FIG. 2B has the advantage that 

the designation process can be built as a modular part of the 
software package used to con?gure the overlay routers to 
potentially serve as the designated router. 

FIG. 2C shows details 220 of an exemplary embodiment of 
the techniques taught by FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B. The pre 
established criterion for selecting the designated router is that 
the router currently on-line and having the lowest identi?ca 
tion number will continue serving the role as designated 
router. As shown in step 221, each router 01- of the overlay 
network is exemplarily con?gured to be capable of assuming 
the role and will automatically assume that role whenever it 
does not know the identity of a designated router. Therefore, 
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in step 221, Whenever router 01- comes on-line, it Will auto 
matically assume that it is the designated router. Each overlay 
router 01- has a complete list 222 of the IP addresses of all 
other overlay routers. The exact mechanism for providing the 
IP addresses to the routers is not important since any number 
of Well knoWn techniques could be used. 

In its assumed role as designated router having the loWest 
identi?cation number, router 01- Will attempt in step 223 to 
establish TCP (Transmission Control Protocol) connections 
to each of the other routers on the list. These TCP connections 
Will be used to collect information to establish the netWork 
topology. It is noted that any communication method or pro 
tocol can be used for intercommunication. Thus, While TCP is 
a preferred method of establishing the connection because of 
its reliability, other data transmission methods may be used 
instead. 

In the preferred exemplary embodiment of FIG. 2C, since 
router Ol- assumes it is the loWest-numbered router currently 
online, it attempts to establish TCP connections only to each 
of the routers that have higher addresses than it does. In step 
224, should a designated router receive a connection request 
from a loWer-numbered designated router, the higher-num 
bered router Will surrender its designated router responsibili 
ties and close any TCP connections that it may have estab 
lished as a designated router and the loWer-address router Will 
continue its role as designated router. 
By this process of elimination, only the router having the 

loWest address remains providing the designated netWork 
router role, as shoWn in step 225. All other on-line routers Will 
have eliminated themselves, and any router initially coming 
on-line Will very quickly either drop its assumed role as 
designated router or become the neW designated router. 

In step 226, if a designated router cannot establish a TCP 
connection to a higher-numbered router, it Will periodically 
attempt to establish a connection to that higher-numbered 
router, at some predetermined interval. When it does establish 
a connection to that higher numbered router, it Will go through 
the steps of recalculating the netWork topology and recom 
municating the neighbor relationships so that the formerly 
unreachable higher-numbered router is included in the over 
lay netWork. 

This process alloWs the overlay routing to adapt appropri 
ately When another overlay router that Was doWn comes back 
up. This process also alloWs the overlay routing to adapt 
appropriately When a netWork that had been partitioned 
becomes connected. In this case, a designated router may 
establish a connection to another overlay router that has also 
been acting as a designated router. 

Thus, as shoWn in steps 228 and 229, When the higher 
numbered designated router receives the connection request 
from a loWer-numbered designated router, the higher-num 
bered router Will realiZe that it should no longer be a desig 
nated router and it Will close all of its connections to its higher 
numbered routers. Similarly When a router that has a connec 
tion to a designated router receives a connection request from 
a loWer-numbered designated router, it should close its con 
nection to the higher-numbered designated router. 
When a designated router establishes a connection to a 

neWly-reachable router, it may choose to try connecting to the 
other “unreachable” routers before recomputing the netWork 
topology so that the netWork topology can be recalculated 
only once, rather than multiple times When a netWork that had 
been partitioned becomes connected. 

Each router Will transmit periodic Keepalives to the desig 
nated router so that it is possible to determine When the 
designated router disappears, as is determined in step 227. If 
a designated router goes aWay, another router Will assume the 
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6 
responsibilities of the designated router (by returning to step 
221) to re-initiate the mechanisms discussed above. 
The designated router Will also transmit periodic Kee 

palives so that it can tell When an ordinary router goes aWay. 
If a router does go aWay, the designated router Will compute a 
neW topology and send neW neighbor information to the vari 
ous routers. 

A possible variant of the example discussed above Would 
be to select the designated router With the highest IP address, 
With each router trying to establish TCP connections to the 
routers that have a loWer IP address. It is also noted that any 
decision criterion could be used, as long as tWo interacting 
routers are able to determine Which of the tWo should relin 
quish its assumed role as designated router and as long as the 
criterion alloWs a unique one of the routers currently on-line 
to be ?nally selected for the role. 

Finally, it is noted that an exemplary embodiment 
describes that each router, upon being unable to determine 
Who is the current designated router, initially assumes the role 
as designated router and then relinquishes that role as it 
encounters another router having higher priority. It should be 
apparent that this description is equivalent to describing that 
each router is actually constantly monitoring Whether it has 
the highest priority of all routers currently on-line and Will 
accordingly assume that role. 

Exemplary HardWare Implementation 
FIG. 3 illustrates a typical hardWare con?guration of an 

information handling/computer system 300 that could be 
used (e.g., as a router) to embody the present invention. The 
computer system 300 may be interconnected to other routers 
through netWork linkage 310 and preferably has at least one 
processor or central processing unit (CPU) 311. 
The CPUs 311 are interconnected via a system bus 312 to 

a random access memory (RAM) 314, read-only memory 
(ROM) 316, input/output (I/O) adapter 318 (for connecting 
peripheral devices such as disk units 321 and tape drives 340 
to the bus 312), user interface adapter 322 (for connecting a 
keyboard 324, mouse 326, speaker 328, microphone 332, 
and/or other user interface device to the bus 312), a commu 
nication adapter 334 for connecting an information handling 
system to a data processing netWork, the Internet, an Intranet, 
a personal area netWork (PAN), etc ., and a display adapter 336 
for connecting the bus 312 to a display device 338 and/or 
printer 339 (e.g., a digital printer or the like). 

In addition to the hardWare/softWare environment 
described above, a different aspect of the invention includes a 
computer-implemented method for performing the above 
method. As an example, this method may be implemented in 
the particular environment discussed above. 

Such a method may be implemented, for example, by oper 
ating a computer, as embodied by a digital data processing 
apparatus, to execute a sequence of machine-readable 
instructions. These instructions may reside in various types of 
signal-bearing media. 

Thus, this aspect of the present invention is directed to a 
programmed product, comprising signal-bearing media tan 
gibly embodying a program of machine-readable instructions 
executable by a digital data processor incorporating the CPU 
311 and hardWare above, to perform the method of the inven 
tion. 

This signal-bearing media may include, for example, a 
RAM attached to CPU 311, for example. Alternatively, the 
instructions may be contained in another signal-bearing 
media, such as a magnetic data storage diskette 400 (FIG. 4), 
directly or indirectly accessible by the CPU 311. 
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Alternatively, the instructions may be stored on a variety of 
machine-readable data storage media, such as DASD storage 
(e. g., a conventional “hard drive” or a RAID array), magnetic 
tape, read-only memory (e.g., ROM, EPROM, or EEPROM), 
an optical storage device (eg CD-ROM, WORM, DVD, 
digital optical tape, etc.), paper “punch” cards, or other suit 
able signal-bearing media including transmission media such 
as digital and analog communication links and wireless. In an 
illustrative embodiment of the invention, the machine-read 
able instructions may comprise software object code. It 
should also be possible that the instructions of the present 
invention can also be downloaded to the various network 
routers via a network interface on a router. 

It is noted that the present invention applies to network 
designs of all kinds and could be used by routing protocols. 
Applications for the present invention vary enormously 
depending on speci?c technology. Non-limiting examples of 
applications could include multicast-video conferencing, col 
laborative applications, multiparty games, and content distri 
bution. 
A primary advantage of the present invention is that it 

removes the necessity to manually con?gure networks. 
Manual con?guration is labor intensive and error-prone. If 
links fails in a manually con?gured network, additional 
manual con?guration is required, not to mention that such 
networks could become inoperative. 

While the invention has been described in terms of a single 
preferred embodiment, those skilled in the art will recogniZe 
that the invention can be practiced with modi?cation within 
the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described our invention, what we claim as new 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is as follows: 

1. A method of automatically con?guring a network com 
prising a plurality of interconnected computers, said method 
comprising: 

con?guring more than one computer of said plurality of 
computers to assume a role as a designated router, said 
designated router determining a current network con 
?guration by determining which computers of said inter 
connected computers are currently on-line, using a 
determined current network con?guration to determine 
a current network topology that de?nes a neighborhood 
relationship among said interconnected computers cur 
rently on-line, and communicating said current network 
topology to said network; 

de?ning a priority criterion; and 
automatically selecting, according to said priority crite 

rion, one computer of said plurality of computers to 
serve said role as designated router. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein each said computer 
con?gured to assume said role as designated router and that is 
currently on-line participates in said automatically selecting 
said designated router by determining its own priority accord 
ing to said priority criterion. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said automatically 
selecting said designated router is periodically updated as a 
con?guration of said network changes. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
storing a list in each computer of said plurality of comput 

ers con?gured to assume said role, said list comprising 
an identi?cation of all others of said plurality of com 
puters con?gured to assume said role as designated 
router. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising at least one of 
the following: 
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8 
causing each said computer con?gured to assume said role 

to automatically assume said role initially whenever 
brought on-line onto said network; 

causing each said computer con?gured to assume said role 
to automatically assume said role whenever it detects no 
other computer on said network is currently serving said 
role; and 

causing each said computer con?gured to assume said role 
to periodically monitor whether another computer hav 
ing a higher priority is currently serving said role. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said automatically 
selecting comprises: 

in a ?rst computer having assumed said role as a designated 
network router, determining whether said ?rst computer 
has a priority to continue said role after having commu 
nicated with a second computer which is con?gured to 
assume said role. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
causing said ?rst computer having assumed said role to 

attempt to contact at least one other of said plurality of 
computers con?gured to assume said role; and 

for each said contact, causing one of said computer having 
assumed said role and said contacted computer to termi 
nate performance of said role based on an evaluation of 
said priority criterion. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein said determining of 
priority comprises a comparison of an identi?cation number 
of said ?rst computer with an identi?cation number of said 
second computer. 

9. A computer capable of assuming a role as a designated 
network router in a network, said computer comprising: 

a storage device storing a pre-established priority criterion 
and an algorithm to execute in performing a role as a 
designated router, said designated network router hav 
ing a function of determining and communicating a cur 
rent network topology, said pre-established priority cri 
terion de?ning a priority among said more than one 
computer capable of assuming said role; and 

a determination module to evaluate said pre-established 
priority criterion whether said computer currently has a 
priority to perform said role. 

10. The computer of claim 9, further comprising: 
an initiation module containing instructions causing said 

computer to automatically assume said role upon at least 
one of the following conditions: 
whenever brought on-line onto said network; 
whenever it is detected that no other computer on said 

network is currently assuming said role; 
whenever it is detected that no computer of priority 

higher than itself is currently performing said role; 
and 

whenever it is unable to detect whether any other com 
puter on said network is currently performing said 
role. 

11. The computer of claim 9, wherein said pre-established 
priority criterion de?nes a priority based on identi?cation 
numbers of said interconnected computers currently on-line 
and said determination module evaluates whether said com 
puter currently has one of a higher priority relative to a second 
computer currently on-line and a highest priority relative to 
all computers currently on-line. 

12. The computer of claim 9, further comprising: 
a list stored in a storage device, said list comprising an 

identi?cation number of each of said more than one 
computer having said capability of assuming said role. 

13. The computer of claim 12, wherein said algorithm to 
execute in performing said role as designated router causes 
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said computer to use said identi?cation numbers on said list to 
attempt to contact at least one other computer on said list, said 
computer further comprising: 

a transmitter for attempting to contact said at least one 
other computer; and 

a receiver for receiving a response from said at least one 
other computer. 

14. The computer of claim 13, Wherein said pre-established 
priority criterion de?nes a priority based on identi?cation 
numbers of said interconnected computers currently on-line 
and said determination module, upon having received a 
response evaluates Whether said computer currently has a 
higher priority than a computer having sent said received 
response. 

15. A netWork having an autocon?guration capability, said 
netWork comprising: 

a plurality of computers, Wherein more than one of said 
plurality of computers are each con?gured to potentially 
assume a role as a designated netWork router for said 
netWork, said designated netWork router having a func 
tion to determine and communicate a current netWork 
topology after having determined a current netWork con 
?guration, and Wherein a pre-established priority crite 
rion is used to alloW an automatic selection of one of said 
plurality of computers to assume said role, said auto 
matic selection being dependent upon current netWork 
con?guration. 

16. The netWork of claim 15, Wherein each said more than 
one computer con?gured to assume said role automatically 
assumes said role as designated netWork router upon at least 
one of: 

having been brought on-line onto said network; 
having detected that no other computer on said netWork is 

currently performing said role; 
having detected that no computer of priority higher than 

itself is currently performing said role; and 
being unable to detect that any other computer on said 

netWork is currently performing said role. 
17. The netWork of claim 15, further comprising: 
a plurality of partitions, said pre-established priority crite 

rion alloWing each said partition to automatically select 
a designated netWork router, Wherein said pre-estab 
lished priority criterion further alloWs a neW automatic 
selection of a designated router Whenever any of said 
partitions merge. 

18. A non-transitory signal-bearing storage medium tangi 
bly embodying a program of machine-readable instructions 
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executable by a digital processing apparatus to perform a 
method of automatically con?guring a netWork, said method 
comprising: 

using a pre-established priority criterion to automatically 
select a designated netWork router, said designed net 
Work router having a function to determine and commu 
nicate a current netWork topology. 

19. The storage medium of claim 18, said method further 
comprising: 

having each computer con?gured to assume said role as 
designated netWork router automatically assume said 
role as designated netWork router upon any one of: 

having been brought on-line onto said netWork; 
having detected that no other computer on said netWork is 

currently performing said role; 
having detected that no computer of priority higher than 

itself is currently performing said role; and 
being unable to detect that any other computer on said 

netWork is currently performing said role. 
20. The storage medium of claim 18, Wherein said pre 

established criterion comprises a determination of priority as 
based on identi?cation numbers. 

21. A method of automatically con?guring a netWork com 
prising a plurality of interconnected computers, said method 
comprising: 

con?guring more than one computer of said plurality of 
computers to assume a role as a designated router, said 
designated router determining a current netWork con 
?guration by determining Which computers of said inter 
connected computers are currently on-line, using a 
determined current netWork con?guration to determine 
a current network topology that de?nes a neighborhood 
relationship among said interconnected computers cur 
rently on-line, and communicating said current netWork 
topology to said netWork; 

de?ning a priority criterion to be used in an automatic 
election process; and 

automatically selecting, according to said priority crite 
rion, one computer of said plurality of computers to 
serve said role as designated router, said automatically 
selecting comprising: 
having each said computer capable of assuming said role 

as said designated router automatically initially 
assume said role upon coming on-line; and 

having said one computer currently serving said role as 
said designated router automatically relinquish said 
role upon encountering another computer having a 
higher priority to serve said role. 

* * * * * 


