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To (all whom, it may concern: 

Be it known that I, TnoMAs .Honwoon, a citi 
Zen of the United States of America, and a resi 
dent of VVestfield, in the county of Hampden 
and State of Massachusetts, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Braided 
Cords, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description. 
This invention relates to a certain new de 

scription of plaited or braided cord. 
The object of this invention is to produce 

a plaited or braided cord which while having 
the general external appearance of a twisted 
strand cord characterized by a plurality of 
spiral entwining-ribs has all the attributes 
of a braided cord; and the invention consists 
in a braided cord having a series of the 
threads or strands thereof which are coursed . 
in one direction widely unequal in number 
from threads or strands combined with the 
?rst series which are coursed in the opposite 
direction, whereby all the strands drawn into 
the closely-braided relations produce the cord 
having the spirally or helically ribbed exte~ 
rior, the ribs being composed or formed from 
the more numerous strands. ' ‘ 

I have fully and clearly illustrated my 
invention in 
wherein— 
Figure 1 is a side view of a cord produced 

by a braiding according to this invention. 
Fig. 2 is a diagrammatic View of an ordinary 
braiding-machine, showing the relative ar 
rangement of the racers or bobbin-carriers as 
employed in the production of the invention. 

In carrying out my invention the cord-like 
fabric is produced in an ordinary braiding 
machine, which, for instance, may be a twenty» 
four racer and twenty-four-thread-carrying 
machine, and the twelve racers shown at a, 
Fig. 2, are utilized to carry their respective 
threads in one direction and six of the re 
versely-running racers are omitted or ren 
dered non — effective, the remaining six in 
two sets of three each at opposite sides of 
the machine being utilized to carry the 
threads in courses opposite from those of the 
?rst-mentioned twelve racers, as shown at I), 
and with no other change or modi?cation in 
the braiding-machine the same by being 

the accompanying drawings, 

continuously run in the usual manner with 
the exception stated will braid the cord solid, 
having the characteristics set forth and the 
aspect more or less such as represented in the 
drawings. The relative arrangement of the 
racers or bobbins is clearly shown in the dia 
grammatic view embodied in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. 
The cord-like fabric such as described is 

especially available for whip-lashes and has 
desirability over the ordinary three-strand 
cord whip~lashes, which are knotted near the 
ends, while the same at the very ends outside 
of the knot are raveled. 
The whip trade demands lashes having the 

spirally-ribbed aspect; but such lashes in the 
form of the three-strand cord knotted at the 
extremity are of short, life, for after some 
use the knot becoming broken away the lash 
quickly unravels and becomes “useless. 
A lash made of the braided ‘cord-like fabric, 

as described, requires no knot at its extrem 
ity; but by unbraiding or raveling with a 
sharp-pointed instrument the end portion 
the proper lash end is produced, and there 
after in extended use will not cause a harm 
ful degree of further raveling. This cord 
like fabric is otherwise useful, .for instance, 
as a cleaning-cord for bores of many-passagcd 
parts, the character of the external surface 
of the cord, the strands of which are braided 
instead of wound or entwined spirally, oper~ 
ating as a much better cleaning agent than a 
twisted-strand cord. The cord thus produced 
is also attractive and sightly and would be 
desirably used as the cords for curtains and 
other purposes where the ordinary plain-sur 
faced braided cords are at present utilized. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a cord 
the body of which is composed of a plurality 
of strands braided together and having an ex 
tcrior helical rib, said rib being formed of por~ 
tions of the strands composing the body of the 
cord. ‘ > 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a braided 
cord composed of two sets of strands coursed 
in opposite directions, one set of strands being 
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greater in number than the other, the arrange- I Signed by me at Spring?eld, Massachusetts, 
mentbeing such that the ?nished article is pro- in presence of two subscribing Witnesses. 
vided With a helically-ribbed exterior. T 

3. As a new article of manufacture,abraided THOMAS HOB“ 00D‘ 
5 cord composed of two sets of strands coursed Witnesses: 

in opposite directions, one set of strands be- A. V. LEAHY, 
ing greater in number than the other. ‘NM. S. BELLOWS. 


