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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method of controlling a refrigerator including an ice maker 
for making ice using chilled air is disclosed. The method 
includes supplying chilled air to a compartment, bloWing 
chilled air in the compartment to an ice-making tray disposed 
in the compartment regardless of conditions in the compart 
ment, and Varying a bloWing speed of the chilled air in the 
compartment to the ice-making tray according to a demand. 
According to the present invention, a large quantity of ice can 
be produced Within a short time. Ice-making speed and the 
quantity of ice can be Varied according to a user’s demand. 

22 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 9 
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CONTROL METHOD OF REFRIGERATOR 

This application claims the bene?t of Korean Patent Appli 
cation No. P05-124876, ?led on Dec. 16, 2005, Which is 
hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a refrigerator, and more 

particularly, to a method of controlling a refrigerator includ 
ing an ice maker for making ice using chilled air. 

2. Discussion of the RelatedArt 
Generally, a refrigerator is partitioned into a refrigerator 

compartment and a freeZer compartment. The refrigerator 
compartment is maintained about at 3 degrees centigrade to 4 
degrees centigrade such that food and vegetables can be 
stored in good condition for a long time, and the freeZer 
compartment is maintained under Zero degrees centigrade 
such that meat and other food can be stored at a froZen state. 

Recently, the refrigerator includes various features such as 
an ice maker, a dispenser, or the like. Described in detail, the 
ice maker automatically performs a series of processes for 
ice-making Without additional manipulations such that a user 
can conveniently obtain ice. MeanWhile, the dispenser alloWs 
the user to obtain ice or cool Water at the outside of the 
refrigerator Without opening a door of the refrigerator. FIGS. 
1 and 2 illustrate the above-mentioned ice maker equipped in 
a conventional refrigerator. Hereinafter, the ice maker Will be 
described in detail With reference to the draWings. 

The conventional ice maker 10 includes an ice-making tray 
11 for forming ice-making compartments in Which ice is 
made, a Water supply 12 formed at a side of the ice-making 
tray 11 to supply Water to the ice-making compartments, a 
heater installed on the loWer side of the ice-making tray 1 1, an 
ejector 14 for ejecting ice made in the ice-making tray 11 to 
the exterior, a driving device 13 for driving the ejector 14, and 
ice bank 20 for receiving and accommodating the ice made in 
the ice-making tray 11, and an ice-fullness sensor 15 for 
detecting the quantity of ice accommodated in the ice bank 
20. 

The Water supply 12 is connected to a Water source external 
to the refrigerator and supplies Water to the ice-making tray 
11 When an ice-making is demanded. The ice-making tray 11 
has an approximate semi-circular cross-section and partitions 
for partitioning the ice-making compartment into several unit 
cells such that an adequate quantity of predetermined siZed 
ice is made in the ice-making tray 171. 

The heater 17, as shoWn in FIG. 2, is installed on the loWer 
side of the ice-making tray 11 and heats the ice-making tray 
11 to melt the ice such that the ice is separated from the 
ice-making tray 11. 

The ejector 14 includes a rotation shaft installed to cross 
the central area of the ice-making tray 11, and a plurality of 
ejector pins 14a vertically protruded from the rotation shaft. 
Each of the elector pins 14a is installed to correspond to each 
unit cell partitioned by the partitions such that the ice in every 
unit cell is discharged from the ice-making tray 11 When the 
ejector pins 14a rotate. 

In the side Where the ice is discharged from the ice-making 
tray 11, a slide 15 is installed in a doWnWardly oblique state 
near the rotation shaft of the ejector 14. Thus, the ice dis 
charged from the ice-making tray 11 by the ejector 14 slides 
on the slide 16, falls doWn, and is eventually accommodated 
in the ice bank 20 disposed under the ice maker 10. 

The ice-fullness sensor 15 moves up and doWn by the 
driving device 13 to check the quantity of the ice contained in 
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2 
the ice bank 20. If the ice bank 20 is full With the ice, the 
ice-fullness sensor 15 can not move doWn suf?ciently, so that 
Whether or not the ice bank 20 is full is detected by the 
ice-fullness sensor 15. 
The ice maker of the conventional refrigerator freeZes 

Water in the ice-making tray using only chilled air that is 
supplied to the freeZer compartment for cooling the freeZer 
compartment. Thus, When temperature of the freeZer com 
partment descends and the chilled air is stopped to supply to 
the freeZer compartment, the speed of making ice in the 
ice-making tray become sloWed. Due to this, the capacity of 
quantity of ice made per day of the ice maker is deteriorated. 
Moreover, When a large quantity of ice is required in a short 
time, the demand cannot be satis?ed. 

Additionally, in the conventional ice maker of a refrigera 
tor, in order to detect Whether or not the ice bank is full, the 
ice-fullness sensor must be rotated. Thus, since a Wide space 
for the rotation of the ice-fullness sensor should be secured 
beside the ice-making tray, the siZe of the ice-making tray 
must be relatively small so that it is dif?cult to produce a large 
quantity of ice. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, present invention is directed to an improved 
ice-making structure and an ice-making method that substan 
tially obviate one or more problems due to limitations and 
disadvantages of the related art. 
An object of the present invention is to provide an 

improved ice-making structure for producing a large quantity 
of ice in a short time and an improved ice-making method. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved ice-making structure capable of providing an ice 
making speed and a quantity of ice in response to a demand. 

Additional advantages, objects, and features of the inven 
tion Will be set forth in part in the description Which folloWs 
and in part Will become apparent to those having ordinary 
skill in the art upon examination of the folloWing or may be 
learned from practice of the invention. The objectives and 
other advantages of the invention may be realiZed and 
attained by the structure particularly pointed out in the Written 
description and claims hereof as Well as the appended draW 
1ngs. 

To achieve these objects and other advantages and in accor 
dance With the purpose of the invention, as embodied and 
broadly described herein, a method of controlling a refrigera 
tor includes supplying chilled air to a compartment, bloWing 
chilled air in the compartment to an ice-making tray disposed 
in the compartment regardless of conditions in the compart 
ment, and varying a bloWing speed of the chilled air in the 
compartment to the ice-making tray according to a demand. 
The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 

include uniformly distributing the chilled air bloWn to the 
ice-making tray on the outer surface of the ice-making tray. 
The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 

include varying the bloWing speed of the chilled air to the 
compartment according to a desired ice-making speed or a 
desired quantity of ice. 
The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 

include varying operation time of a compressor per unit time 
according to a desired ice-making speed or a desire quantity 
of ice. 
The chilled air in the compartment may be continuously 

bloWn to the ice-making tray during the operation of the 
refrigerator. Moreover, the bloWing speed of the chilled air to 
the ice-making tray may be maintained loW during the per 
formance of discharging ice in the ice-making tray. 
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In another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
controlling a refrigerator includes rotating a cooling fan for 
bloWing chilled air to a compartment, continuously rotating a 
tray fan for bloWing the chilled air in the compartment to a 
ice-making tray disposed in the compartments and varying a 
rotation speed of the tray fan. 

Here, the tray fan may be installed on a bottom of the 
ice-making tray. The cooling fan may be intermittently 
rotated according to conditions in the compartment, and the 
tray fan may be continuously rotated regardless of the condi 
tions in the compartment during the operation of the refrig 
erator. The rotation speed of the tray fan may be varied 
according to a demand. The bloWing speed of the chilled air to 
the ice-making tray may be maintained loW during the per 
formance of discharging ice in the ice-making tray. 

The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 
include varying the rotation speed of the cooling fan accord 
ing to a demand. 

The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 
include varying operation time per unit time of a compressor 
of the refrigerator according to a demand. 

The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 
include determining Whether or not a rapid ice-making is 
demanded. In this case, the method of controlling a refrigera 
tor may further include rotating the tray fan at loW speed 
during an ice-making process and an ice-separating process 
When the rapid ice-making is not demanded. Moreover, the 
method of controlling a refrigerator may further include rotat 
ing the tray fan at high speed When the rapid ice-making is 
demanded. 

The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 
include intermittently operating the compressor. On the other 
hand, the method of controlling a refrigerator may further 
include continuously operating the compressor When the 
rapid ice-making is demanded. 

The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 
include rotating the cooling fan and the tray fan at high speed 
When the rapid ice-making is demanded. On the other hand, 
the method of controlling a refrigerator may further include 
rotating the cooling far at high speed and rotating the tray fan 
at loW speed When the rapid ice-making is demanded. 

The method of controlling a refrigerator may further 
include rotating the tray fan at loW speed during a discharge of 
ice. Meanwhile, the method of controlling a refrigerator may 
further include rotating the ice-making tray to discharge ice in 
the ice-making tray. 

In still another aspect of the present invention, an ice maker 
may include a compartment, an ice-making tray disposed in 
the compartment to receive and make ice, and a fan installed 
on the ice-making tray to make ambient air pass along the 
surface of the ice-making tray. Here, the fan may be installed 
on the bottom of the ice-making tray. 

The ice maker may further include a plurality of passages 
that is provided on the surface of the ice-making tray to guide 
air ?oWed by the fan throughout the ice-making tray. The 
passages may be arranged from the fan to the edge of the 
ice-making tray in the radial direction. At least a part of the 
passages may be bent to prolong a path through Which the air 
passes. The fan may make the air ?oW substantially perpen 
dicular to the surface of the ice-making tray, and the passages 
may be arranged such that the air ?oWs substantially parallel 
to the surface of the ice-making tray. 

The ice maker may further include a plurality of ?ns 
extended from the ice-making tray to increase the heat-ex 
change of the ice-making tray With the ambient air. The ?ns 
may be arranged such that neighboring ?ns are arranged from 
the fan to the edge of the ice-making tray in the radial direc 
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4 
tion. At least a part of the ?ns may be bent to prolong a path 
through Which the air passes. The fan may make the air ?eW 
substantially perpendicular to the surface of the ice-making 
tray, and the ?ns may be arranged such that the air ?oWs 
substantially parallel to the surface of the ice-making tray. 
The fan may be driven regardless of the state of the com 

partment. The rotation steed of the fan may be varied accord 
ing to the required ice-making speed or the required quantity 
of ice. The ice-making tray may be rotated to discharge the 
ice. 

In still another object of the present invention, an ice maker 
includes a compartment, a cooling fan for supplying chilled 
air to the compartment, an ice-making tray disposed in the 
compartment to receive and make ice, a tray fan provided 
around the ice-making tray to make ambient air ?oW along the 
surface of the ice-making tray, and a plurality of cooling ?ns 
extended from the ice-making tray to increase the heat-ex 
change capacity of the ice-making tray and to guide air, Which 
is ?oWed by the tray fan, to How along the surface of the 
ice-making tray. 

In still another object of the present invention, an ice maker 
includes a compartment, an ice-making tray disposed in the 
compartment to receive and freeZe Water, a fan installed on 
the bottom of the ice-making tray, and a plurality of cooling 
?ns extended from the ice-making tray and disposed to guide 
air, bloWn by the far, to the edge of the ice-making tray. 

In still another object of the present invention, an ice 
making method includes selectively supplying chilled air to a 
compartment according to conditions of the compartment, 
continuously supplying the chilled air to an ice-making tray 
disposed in the compartment regardless of the conditions of 
the compartment, and scattering ?owing air on the surface of 
she ice-making tray uniformly. 

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general 
description and the folloWing detailed description of the 
present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are 
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as 
claimed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying draWings, Which are included to pro 
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor 
porated in and constitute a part of this application, illustrate 
embodiment(s) of the invention and together With the descrip 
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention. In the 
draWings: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective vieW illustrating a conven 
tional ice maker; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic vieW illustrating operation of 
the conventional ice maker in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic vieW illustrating a part of a 
refrigerator according to a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective vieW illustrating an ice 
maker Whose ice-making tray has a single ice-making com 
partment; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a sectional vieW illustrating an ice maker 
Whose ice-making tray has tWo parallel ice-making compart 
ments; 

FIG. 6 illustrates a perspective vieW illustrating the ice 
making tray of the ice maker according to the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 7 illustrates a bottom perspective vieW illustrating a 
loWer side of the ice-making tray in FIG. 6; 

FIG. 8 illustrates a bottom vieW illustrating the ice-making 
tray in FIG. 6; 
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FIG. 9 illustrates a graph illustrating the comparison of 
temperatures in the ice-making trays and the refrigerator 
compartments of the conventional ice maker and the ice 
maker according to the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention at regions Where Water in the ice-making tray is 
changed in phase; and 

FIG. 10 illustrates a ?owchart illustrating a method of 
controlling a refrigerator according to a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Reference Will noW be made in detail to the preferred 
embodiments of a method of controlling a refrigerator and an 
ice maker, examples of Which are illustrated in FIGS. 3 to 10. 

FIG. 3 schematically shoWs a refrigerator according to a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. The refrig 
erator according to the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention includes at least one compartment, for example, a 
refrigerator compartment 1 and a freeZer compartment 2. The 
refrigerator further includes an evaporator 4, a compressor 3, 
and a cooling fan 5 for supplying chilled air around the 
evaporator 4 to the compartments. Here, the compartments 
may be refrigerated by a single evaporator 4 and a single 
cooling fan 5, or may be independently refrigerated by a 
plurality of evaporators and a plurality of cooling fans. In the 
freeZer compartment 2, an ice maker 100 according to the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention is provided to 
produce ice. Under the ice maker 100, an ice bank 300 is 
disposed to receive and accommodate ice produced in the ice 
maker 100. 

The ice maker 100 according to the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention includes an ice-making tray to be 
rotated differently from a conventional ice maker. Thus, 
Weight of ice can be used When separating the ice, and due to 
this, energy required to separate the ice from the ice-making 
tray can be reduced. In the ice maker 100 according to the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, a heat source 
is provided to apply thermal energy to an interface betWeen 
the ice and the ice-making tray to effectively help the dis 
charge of the ice during the rotation of the ice-making tray. 
As shoWn in FIG. 4, an ice-making compartment for 

receiving Water and producing ice has a top-opened semi 
cylindrical shape. A single ice-making compartment, as 
shoWn in FIG. 4, may be provided in a single ice-making tray 
11011, or dual ice-making compartments, as shoWn in FIG. 5, 
may be provided in a single ice-making tray 1101) in parallel 
to each other. Naturally, a plurality of the ice-making com 
partments may be provided in the ice-making tray, or the 
ice-making compartment may have a shape other than the 
semi-cylindrical shape. 
The ice maker 100 according to the preferred embodiment 

of the present invention does not include the same compo 
nents as a conventional ice-fullness sensor requiring a large 
radius of rotation. Thus, as shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 5, since a 
Width of the ice-making trays 110a and 1101) (hereinafter 
referred to as “110”) of the ice maker 100 according to the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention can be much 
greater than that of the conventional ice maker, a large quan 
tity of ice can be produced at once. 

The ice-making compartment is partitioned into a plurality 
of unit cells by a plurality of partitions Which are protruded 
from the inner circumference of the ice-making tray 110 such 
that the ice-making tray 110 can produce several pieces of ice 
at once. In order to smoothly discharge the ice during the 
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6 
rotation of the ice-making tray 110, the respective partitions 
may be formed long for example in the rotational direction of 
the ice-making tray 1 1 0. 

The conventional ice-making tray needs a slide for guiding 
the ice discharged by the ejector to the ice bank disposed 
under the ice maker. HoWever, the ice maker 1 00 according to 
the preferred embodiment of the present invention discharges 
the ice in the ice-making tray 110 to the ice bank 300 by 
rotating the ice-making tray 110. Thus, since the ice-making 
tray 11C does not need a component corresponding to the 
slide of the conventional ice-making tray, the structure of the 
ice-making tray 110 becomes simple. 
At a side of the ice-making tray 110, a Water supply 120 is 

provided to supply Water to the ice-making compartment. The 
Water supply 120 is connected to an external Water source and 
supplies a predetermined amount of Water to the ice-making 
compartment When the ice in the ice-making tray 110 is 
separated and the ice-making is required again. 
The ice-making tray 110, for example as shoWn in FIGS. 4 

and 5, is installed to rotate about a driving shaft 131 disposed 
at the center thereof. HoWever, the installation is not limited to 
the above-mentioned method, but the ice-making tray 110 
may be installed to rotate about a shaft disposed at a side of the 
ice-making tray 110. When the shaft of the ice-making tray 
110 is disposed at a side of the ice-making tray 110, the radius 
of rotation of the ice-making tray 110 is increased. 

In order to rotate the ice-making tray 110, a driving device 
130 is provided at a side of the ice-making tray 110. The 
driving device 130 includes a motor (not shoWn) connected to 
the driving shaft 131. The driving devise 130 may be struc 
tured to rotate the ice-making tray 110 forWard and reversely 
or to continuously rotate in a direction. 

In order to prevent Wiring for connecting the components, 
Which are installed at the ice-making tray 110 to rotate the 
ice-making tray 110, to the driving device 130 from tangling, 
the motor of the driving device 130 is preferably rotated 
forWard and reversely. The driving device 130 may be a step 
motor capable of rotating the ice-making tray 110 forWard 
and reversely by a predetermined angle such as l 80 degrees or 
90 degrees. 
The ice-making tray 110 is detachably connected to the 

driving device 130. By doing so, it is possible to install an 
ice-making tray having various shapes and ice-making 
capacities. Thus, a user can satisfy his/her requirements and 
can properly adjust an amount of ice produced at once. 

As described above, the ice maker 100 according to the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention may include a 
heater 150 for supplying thermal energy to an interface 
betWeen the ice and the ice-making tray 110 for assisting the 
separation of ice. The heater may be installed to the ice 
making tray 110 to physically contact thereto, or to be spaced 
apart from the ice-making tray 110. For the reference, FIGS. 
4 to 8 shoW an example of the heater 150 crossing the bottom 
of the ice-making tray 110. 

HoWever, the installation of the heater 150 is not limited to 
the above-mentioned case. As another case, the heater 150 
may be disposed at a side of the ice-making tray 110, for 
example, to surround the bottom of the ice-making tray 110. 
In this case, the heater 150 may be implemented by a conduc 
tive polymer, a plate heater With positive thermal coe?icient, 
an aluminum thin ?lm, or other thermally conductive mate 
rial. Moreover, the heater 150 is installed on the ice-making 
tray 110 or an inner surface of the ice-making tray 110. 
Further, at least a part of the ice-making tray 1 10 may be made 
of a resistant body capable of emitting heat When electricity is 
applied to serve as a heater. 
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Meanwhile, the ice maker 100 may include a heat source 
different from the heater and spaced apart from the ice-mak 
ing tray 110. For example of the heat source, the ice maker 
100 may include a light source for emitting light to at least one 
of the ice and the ice-making tray 110 or a magnetron for 
emitting microWaves to at least one of the ice and the ice 
making tray 110. 

The heat source, such as the heater, the light source, or the 
magnetron as described above, applies heat directly to at least 
one of the ice or the ice-making tray 110 or the interface 
therebetWeen to slightly melt at least a part of the interface 
betWeen the ice and the ice-making tray 110. By doing so, 
When the ice-making tray 110 rotates, the ice is separated 
from the ice-making tray 110 due to oWn Weight even When 
entire interface is not melted. 

Thus, according to the present invention, since the ice can 
be separated only by supplying a small amount of energy, less 
than that supplied by the conventional ice maker, the energy 
consumption can be reduced. Naturally, since a small quan 
tity of ice is melted, a small amount of Water is produced When 
separating the ice so that Water can be effectively prevented 
from falling from the ice-making tray 110 to the ice bank 300. 

MeanWhile, When the heat source is disposed to heat the 
ice-making tray 110, the ice-making tray 110 is gradually 
heated so that the interface betWeen the ice and the ice 
making tray 1 10 is melted. HoWever, at a place of the interface 
adjacent to the heat source, a large quantity of ice melts 
rapidly, but at a place farther aWay from the heat source, a 
small quantity of ice melts sloWly. Thus, even When the ice 
making tray 110 is turned over to separate the ice using the 
Weight of the ice, it is dif?cult to completely prevent an 
excessive local ice-melting at the interface. 

Thus, in order to effectively prevent Water from falling due 
to the excessive melting of the ice during the rotation of the 
ice-making tray 110, it is preferred to properly control the 
quantity and time of the thermal energy to be supplied to the 
interface betWeen the ice and the ice-making tray 110. 

To this end, the present invention gives a proposal to supply 
high level energy to the interface betWeen ice and the ice 
making tray 110 Within a very short time. For example, When 
a high voltage is applied to the heater 150 for heating the 
ice-making tray 110 instantaneously, the heater 150 emits a 
high temperature heat instantaneously so that the ice-making 
tray 110 is also heated promptly to partially melt the interface 
betWeen ice and the ice-making tray 110. At this time, if the 
ice-making tray 110 is already rotated or is rotating, the ice is 
separated from the ice-making tray 110 due to oWn Weight of 
the ice before the interface melts in local and excessive. Thus, 
it is possible to effectively prevent Water from dropping dur 
ing the rotation of the ice-making tray 110 due to the exces 
sive melting of the ice. 
When the high leveled thermal energy is applied to the 

interface betWeen ice and the ice-making tray 110 Within a 
short time, it is possible to separate the ice from the ice 
making tray 110 using only a minimal quantity of melted ice 
required for the ice-separation using the Weight of ice. HoW 
ever, When time for supplying thermal energy is not properly 
controlled, the ice-making tray 110 is overheated even after 
the discharge of ice so that excessive poWer consumption and 
heat loss may occur. 

Thus, the time for supplying thermal energy is preferably 
restricted by a time When a force due to the Weight of ice 
begins to exceed the bonding force betWeen ice and the ice 
making tray 110. In other Words, although entire interface 
betWeen ice and the ice-making tray 110 does not melt, the 
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8 
time for supplying thermal energy is restricted by the time 
When the ice starts to be separated by the force due the Weight 
of ice. 

To this end, the heat source is controlled to supply thermal 
energy for an optimal time for supplying thermal energy 
obtained from experiments, or it is possible to control the time 
for supplying thermal energy by detecting variation of Weight 
of the ice-making tray 110. As such, When the time for sup 
plying hi gh-level thermal energy to the interface betWeen ice 
and the ice-making tray 110 is controlled Within a very short 
time, since it is possible to obtain the minimal quantity of 
melted ice required to separate the ice using the Weight of the 
ice, it is possible to effectively prevent Water from dropping 
during the rotation of the ice-making tray 110 due to the 
excessive melting of ice. Naturally, heat loss and excessive 
poWer consumption are also prevented. 

MeanWhile, the ice maker 100 according to the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention detects Whether or not 
the ice bank 300 is full When the ice-making tray 110 rotates. 
Described in more detail, if the ice-making tray 110 smoothly 
rotates Without disturbance by the ice in the ice bank 300, the 
ice maker 100 detects that the ice bank 300 is not full. If the 
ice-making tray 110 does not smoothly rotate due to the ice in 
the ice bank 300, the ice maker 100 detects that the ice bank 
300 is full. 

To this end, for example a magnetron is installed to the 
rotatable ice-making tray 110, and another component, for 
example, a hall sensor may be installed to a ?xed plate (not 
shoWn) in the driving device 130 to correspond to the mag 
netron. By doing so, as the ice-making tray 110 rotates, rela 
tive position of the hall sensor With respect to the magnetron 
is changed so that Whether or not the ice bank 300 is full can 
be determined based on the intensity of an output voltage 
from the hall sensor. 

In more detail, for example, When the ice bank 300 is full 
With ice, the ice-making tray 110 cannot rotate forWard to 
separate ice or to return to the initial position after the sepa 
ration of ice. Then, since the ice-making tray 110 stops rotat 
ing and a magnetic force of a magnet does not affect the hall 
sensor, it is possible to detect Whether or not the ice bank 300 
is full based on voltage outputted from the hall sensor. 

It is possible to determine Whether ice-making is ?nished 
or not using a time for making ice or temperature of the 
ice-making tray 110. For example, it is possible to determine 
that the ice-making is ?nished When a predetermined time 
passes after supplying Water, or When temperature measured 
by a temperature sensor (not shoWn) installed at the ice 
making tray 110 is loWer than a predetermined temperature, 
for example, approximately —9 degrees centigrade. 

MeanWhile, as described above, the conventional ice 
maker produces ice using only chilled air bloWn to the freeZer 
compartment 2 by the cooling fan 5. Thus, if temperature of 
the freeZer compartment 2 is loW and thereby the cooling fan 
5 stops, refrigerating speed of the ice-making tray 110 is 
deteriorated. Thus, the present invention proposes a solution 
for minimizing deterioration of refrigerating speed With 
respect to variations of condition in the freeZer compartment 
2 and for improving the ice-making speed. FIGS. 6 to 8 shoW 
the ice-making tray 110 according to the preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention, and hereinafter the ice-making 
tray 110 Will be described in detail With reference to the 
draWings. 
As shoWn in FIG. 6, the ice-making tray 110 has a plurality 

of ice-making compartments arranged parallel to each other 
to produce a large quantity of ice at once. The ice-making 
compartments are partitioned into plurality of unit cells by a 
plurality of partitions. Since the partitions have cut-off parts 



US 7,752,859 B2 

or opening parts to communicate the unit cells With adjacent 
other unit cells, When Water is supplied to any one of the unit 
cells by the Water supply 120, the Water is uniformly supplied 
to all unit cells. 

The ice maker 100 according to the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention includes a tray fan 200 Which is 
disposed around the ice-making tray 110 to make ambient air 
around the ice-making tray 110 How toWard the surface of the 
ice-making tray 110, independently from the cooling fan 5 for 
refrigerating the freeZer compartment 2. The tray fan 200 
continuously supplies ambient air to the ice-making tray 110 
to refrigerate the ice-making tray 110 during the operation of 
the refrigerator, for example, regardless of the condition in the 
freeZer compartment 2 and the operation of the cooling fan 5. 

The tray fan 200, as shoWn in FIG. 7, has a very simple 
structure including a plurality of blades 210 to rotate and a 
shroud for enclosing the blades 210. The tray fan 200 is 
installed on, for example, a surface of the ice-making tray 
110, particularly, on a bottom surface of the ice-making tray 
110 as shoWn in FIGS. 7 and 8. By doing so, since the 
ice-making tray 110 and the tray fan 200 can be made into a 
single assembly, the ice maker has a simple structure and 
productivity thereof is improved. 

According to the above-mentioned ice maker of the present 
invention, since the tray fan 200 continuously supplies chilled 
air in the compartment to the ice-making 110, the ice-making 
speed is greater than that of the conventional ice maker. Due 
to this, the capacity of making ice per unit time and the 
capacity of quantity or ice made per day are remarkably 
improved. The present invention is not limited to this, hut 
suggests an ice maker for improving the ice-making speed 
further. 

To this end, on the surface of the ice-making tray 110, a 
plurality of passages 115 is provided to guide air ?oWed by 
the tray fan 200 to every position of the surface of the ice 
making tray 110. Thus, chilled air bloWn by the tray fan 200 
is uniformly distributed on the surface of the ice-making tray 
110 due to the passages 115 so that the refrigerating speed of 
the try fan 200 is further increased. 

The passages 115, as shoWn in FIGS. 7 and 8, are arranged 
from the tray fan 200 to the edge of the ice-making tray 110 in 
the radial direction, and at least a part of them may be bent to 
prolong ?aW paths of air. When the plurality of passages 115 
is formed on the surface of the ice-making tray 110 as 
described above, chilled air, Which is bloWn substantially 
perpendicular to the surface of the ice-making tray 110 by the 
tray fan 200, ?oWs to the surface of the ice-making tray 110 
horizontally to refrigerate the ice-making tray 110 uniformly. 

In order to improve the capacity of the ice-making tray 110 
for performing heat-exchange With ambient air, on the surface 
of the ice-making tray 110, a plurality of cooling ?ns 111 may 
be extended. The cooling ?ns 111, as shoWn in FIGS. 7 and 8, 
are preferably arranged such that neighboring ?ns form the 
passages 115. Thus, the cooling ?ns 111 are arranged from 
the tray fan 200 to the edge of the ice-making tray 110 in the 
radial direction, and some of the ?ns 111 are bent to prolong 
the passages 115. 

According to the ice maker as described above, apart from 
that the cooling fan 5 selectively supplies chilled air the 
compartments based on the conditions of the compartments, 
the tray fan 200 continuously supplies chilled air to the ice 
making tray 110 disposed in the compartment regardless of 
the conditions of the compartment, and the passages 115 
distribute air ?oWed by the tray fan 200 to the surface of the 
ice-making tray 110. Thus, the ice-making speed is remark 
ably increased. This canbe easily con?rmed from the graph in 
FIG. 9, and hereinafter the graph Will be described in brief. 
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10 
FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating the comparison of tempera 

tures in the ice-making trays and the refrigerator compart 
ments of the conventional ice maker and the ice maker 
according to the preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion at regions Where Water in the ice-making tray is changed 
in phase. 

Since the cooling fan of the conventional ice maker is 
driven intermittently, temperature b of the compartment, as 
shoWn in FIG. 9, repeatedly rises and falls in a periodic cycle 
While Water in the ice-making tray is froZen during the phase 
change. Thus, until Water in the ice-making tray is completely 
froZen due to the phase change, temperature a of the ice 
making tray 110 gradually falls for a long time T2 While 
repeatedly rising and falling together With the temperature b 
of the compartment. 
On the other hand, in the ice maker 100 according to the 

preferred embodiment of the present invention, the tray fan 
200 continuously bloWs chilled air in the compartment 
toWard the ice-making tray 110 regardless of the conditions of 
the compartment and the operation of the cooling fan 5. Thus, 
temperatureA of the ice-making tray 1 1 0 is hardly affected by 
the temperature B of the compartment and rapidly falls for a 
short time T1. 
As the graph shoWs, according to the ice maker of the 

present invention, since the capacity of the ice-making tray 
110 for performing heat-exchange is remarkably improved, 
the capacity of making ice and the ice-making speed of the ice 
maker of the present invention is improved more than three 
times that of the conventional ice maker. 

Meanwhile, the ice maker 100 of the present invention 
provides a solution of improving the ice-making speed and 
capacity as Well as of varying the ice-making speed and the 
quantity of ice in response to demand of users. To this end, the 
tray fan 200 is constructed to vary the rotation speed thereof 
in response to the demand, and the present invention provides 
a method of controlling a refrigerator using the ice maker. 
FIG. 10 is a ?owchart illustrating the method of controlling a 
refrigerator according to a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. Hereinafter, the method of controlling a 
refrigerator Will be described in detail. 
The cooling fan 5 is intermittently driven according to the 

conditions of the compartment to supply chilled air to the 
compartment. On the contrary, the tray fan 200 alWays rotates 
regardless of the conditions of the compartment and the 
operation of the cooling fan 5 in order to bloW chilled air in the 
compartment to the ice-making tray 110 disposed in the com 
partment (S111). Here, the tray fan 200 basically rotates at a 
loW speed. Moreover, chilled air bloWn from the ice-making 
tray 110, as described above, is uniformly distributed to the 
outer surface of the ice-making tray 110 due to the cooling 
?ns 111 and the passages 115. 
When there is no demand for making ice and the ice maker 

100 is turned off, the ice-making is not performed. HoWever, 
When the demand for making ice and the ice maker 100 is 
turned on, the ice-making starts (S113). When the ice-making 
starts, a controller determines Whether or not rapid mode 
buttons separately provided on an outer surface of the refrig 
erator are pressed by a user (S115). According to the deter 
mination, the rotation speed of the tray fan 200 is varied. If 
necessary, the rotation speed of the cooling fan 5 and opera 
tion rate of the compressor 3, that is, operation time of the 
compressor per unit time is varied to perform the rapid mode 
or a usual mode selectively. 
The rapid mode is provided to rapidly refrigerate food 

accommodated in the freeZer compartment or to increase the 
ice-making speed and the quantity of ice When the user 
demands. When the rapid mode buttons are pressed, the rapid 
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mode is carried cut, and when the rapid mode buttons are not 
pressed, the usual mode is carried out. 

Meanwhile, the operation mode of the refrigerator may 
include, for example, three-stepped mode or four-stepped 
mode containing the rapid mode and the usual mode. When 
the operation mode is the three-stepped mode, the rapid mode 
includes a rapid freezing mode (S147) of rapidly freezing 
food in the compartment, and a ?rst rapid ice-making mode 
(S145) of rapidly increasing the ice-making and the quantity 
of ice. When the operation mode is the four-stepped mode, the 
rapid mode further includes a second rapid ice-making mode 
(S143) of slightly increasing the ice-making and the quantity 
of ice. 

The rapid mode buttons include buttons corresponding to 
the respective modes. Thus, the user can manipulate the rapid 
mode buttons to control the desired freeZing speed, the 
desired ice-making speed, and the desired quantity of ice. 
Hereinafter, how to control the ice-making tray 110, the cool 
ing fan 5, and the compressor 3 will be described in detail with 
reference to FIG. 10. 

Firstly, when any one of the rapid mode buttons is not 
pressed, the refrigerator performs the usual mode. When the 
ice-making is carried out under the usual mode, the water 
supply 120 supplies water to the ice-making compartments of 
the ice-making tray 110 (S121). When the supply of water is 
?nished, water in the ice-making tray 110 is exposed to 
chilled air in the compartment for a predetermined time and is 
froZen (S123). During the ice-making, the tray fan 200 con 
tinuously rotates at a low speed, the cooling fan 5 intermit 
tently rotates according to the conditions of the freeZer com 
partment 2. Simultaneously, the compressor 3 is 
intermittently driven at 60% operation rate. 
When temperature of the ice-making tray 110 falls under a 

predetermined temperature or a predetermined time elapses 
after the supply of water, it is determined that the ice-making 
is ?nished (S125) and a process of separating ice is performed 
or the ice-making is continued. When the ice-making is ?n 
ished, in order to separate ice, the tray fan 200 rotates at a low 
speed (S131) and the ice-making tray 110 is rotated (S133). 
The ice-making tray 110 detects whether or not the ice 

bank 300 is full as described above during the rotation of the 
ice-making tray 110 (S135). If the ice bank 300 is full, the 
ice-making tray 110 rotates reversely and returns to the initial 
position. If not, the ice-making tray 110 rotates to an ice 
separation position. In order to obtain the minimal quantity of 
melted ice required to separate ice using weight of ice, a 
high-leveled thermal energy is supplied to the interface 
between ice and the ice-making tray 110 within a short time 
so as to separate ice (S137). At this time, the time for supply 
ing thermal energy of the heat source is restricted by time 
before water drops from the ice-making tray 110 due to the 
excessive melting. Although the ice-separation is ?nished, 
since the minimal quantity of ice required to separate ice is 
melted, water in the ice-making tray 110 does not fall from the 
ice-making tray 110 due to the surface tension thereof. 

Ice separated from the ice-making tray 110 is accommo 
dated in the ice bank 3 00. When the ice- separation is ?nished, 
the ice-making tray 110 rotates reversely and returns to the 
initial position (S137). If the ice maker 100 is turned off, the 
ice-making stops until the ice maker 100 is turned on. When 
the ice maker 100 is turned on, the above-mentioned pro 
cesses are repeated. 

Meanwhile, on the other hand, when the ice-making tray 
110 returns after the ice-separation, it is possible to detect 
whether or not the ice bank 300 is full. In this case, when the 
ice bank 300 is not full, the ice-making tray 110 returns to the 
initial position. However, when the ice maker 100 is not 
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turned off and the demand for making ice is continued, the ice 
maker 100 waits for a predetermined time. After the prede 
termined time elapsed, the ice-making tray 110 rotates to 
detect whether or not the ice bank 300 is full.According to the 
detection, the above-mentioned processes are performed. 

Meanwhile, when the rapid mode buttons are pressed, 
whether or not to increase the operation rate of the compres 
sor 3, for example, to continuously operate the compressor 3 
is determined. When the rapid freeZing mode (S147) is 
selected, the cooling fan 5 rotates at high speed and the tray 
ran 200 rotates at low speed while the compressor 3 is con 
tinuously operated. By doing so, chilled air in the freeZer 
compartment 2 is not used to be supplied to the ice-making 
tray 110 and to freeZe waiver in the ice-making tray 110, but 
greater quantity of chilled air is used to freeZe food in the 
freeZer compartment 2. This mode is useful to rapidly freeZe 
food in the freeZer compartment 2. 
When the ?rst rapid ice-making mode (S145) is selected, 

the cooling fan 5 and the tray fan 200 rotate at high speed 
while the compressor 3 is continuously operated. Then, the 
compartment is rapidly refrigerated and the water in the ice 
making tray 110 is also rapidly froZen. This mode is useful to 
need a considerable quantity of ice within a short time. 
When the second rapid freeZing mode (S145) is selected, 

the cooling fan 5 rotates at low speed and the tray fan 200 
rotates at high speed while the compressor 3 is intermittently 
operated like the usual mode. Then, water in the ice-making 
tray 110 is rapidly froZen. This mode is useful to want a little 
large quantity of ice without freeZing food in the freeZer 
compartment 2. 
When the rapid mode is selected as described above, the 

refrigerator of the present invention varies the operation rate 
of the compressor 3, the rotation speed of the cooling fan 5 
and the tray fan 200 to provide the rapid freeZing service to the 
user as the user desires. When the rapid mode is selected and 
controlling type of the compressor 3, the cooling fan 5, and 
the tray fan 200 is determined, as shown in FIG. 10, the 
processes such as the supply of water, the ice-making, the 
detection of ice-fullness, and the ice-separation are per 
formed as described above. 
As described above, according to the ice maker of the 

present invention, since the ice-making tray is rapidly froZen, 
a large quantity of ice can be produced within a short time. In 
response to the user’s demand, the ice-making speed and she 
quantity of ice can be varied. 

Additionally, according to the present invention, since the 
structure of the ice-making tray and the structure needed to 
detect the fullness of ice are simple, it is easy to manufacture 
and manufacturing costs can be reduced. 

Further, since a lot of energy is supplied to the interface 
between ice and the ice-making tray for a short time, the 
minimal quantity of melted ice required to separate ice can be 
obtained. Thus, it is possible to prevent excessive melting and 
water from dropping during the rotation of the ice-making 
tray. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various 
modi?cations and variations can be made in the present 
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
inventions. 

For example, the method of controlling a refrigerator and a 
method of making ice are described as examples. However, 
the controlling method of the present invention is not limited 
to the ice-making method but can be applied to rapidly refrig 
erate or freeZe food or containers accommodating other 
objects. For example, when a container for accommodating 
an object such as food is disposed in the refrigerator compart 
ment and the tray fan employed in the present invention is 
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installed to the container, the container cannot be utilized for 
an ice-making use but a rapid refrigerating use. 

Although as another example, an example in Which the tray 
fan rotates at loW speed When separating ice, the example may 
be modi?ed such that the rotation speed of the tray tan does 
not vary or the tray fan stops during the ices separation. 

Although as still another example, an example in Which the 
tray tan alWays rotates during the operation of the refrigerator, 
the tray fan may be controlled to stop under a predetermined 
condition. 

Thus, it is intended that the present invention covers the 
modi?cations and variations of this invention provided they 
come Within the scope of the appended claims and their 
equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of controlling a refrigerator comprising: 
supplying chilled air to a compartment; 
bloWing chilled air in the compartment to an ice-making 

tray disposed in the compartment regardless of condi 
tions in the compartment; 

varying a bloWing speed of the chilled air bloWn to the 
ice-making tray according to a demand; and 

causing the chilled air bloWn to the ice-making tray to How 
in generally radial directions over a surface of the ice 
making tray through a plurality of passages provided on 
the surface of the ice-making tray using a tray fan, 

Wherein the tray fan is installed on a bottom of the ice 
making tray. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising uniformly 
distributing the chilled air bloWn to the ice-making tray on an 
outer surface of the ice-making tray. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein the demand is either a 
desired ice-making speed or a desired quantity of ice. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising varying 
operation time of a compressor per unit time according to a 
desired ice-making speed or a desired quantity of ice. 

5. The method of claim 1, Wherein the chilled air in the 
compartment is continuously bloWn to the ice-making tray 
during operation of the refrigerator. 

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein the bloWing speed of the 
chilled air to the ice-making tray is maintained loW during 
performance of discharging ice in the ice-making tray. 

7. A method of controlling a refrigerator comprising: 
rotating a cooling fan to bloW chilled air to a compartment; 
continuously rotating a tray fan to bloW chilled air in the 

compartment to an ice-making tray disposed in the com 
partment; 

varying a rotation speed of the tray fan; and 
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causing the chilled air bloWn to the ice-making tray to How 

in generally radial directions over a surface of the ice 
making tray through a plurality of passages provided on 
the surface of the ice-making tray, 

Wherein the tray fan is installed on a bottom of the ice 
making tray. 

8. The method of claim 7, Wherein the cooling fan is inter 
mittently rotated according to conditions in the compartment, 
and the tray fan is continuously rotated regardless of the 
conditions in the compartment during operation of the refrig 
erator. 

9. The method of claim 7, Wherein the rotation speed of the 
tray fan is varied according to a demand. 

10. The method of claim 7, Wherein the speed of the chilled 
air bloWn to the ice-making tray is maintained loW during 
performance of discharging ice in the ice-making tray. 

11. The method of claim 7, further comprising varying the 
rotation speed of the cooling fan according to a demand. 

12. The method of claim 7 further comprising varying 
operation time per unit time of a compressor of the refrigera 
tor according to a demand. 

13. The method of claim 7, further comprising determining 
Whether or not a rapid ice-making is demanded. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising rotating the 
tray fan at loW speed during an ice-making process and an 
ice-separating process When the rapid ice-making is not 
demanded. 

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising rotating the 
tray fan at high speed When the rapid ice-making is 
demanded. 

16. The method of claim 15, further comprising intermit 
tently operating the compressor. 

17. The method of claim 13, further comprising continu 
ously operating the compressor When the rapid ice-making is 
demanded. 

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising rotating the 
cooling fan and the tray fan at high speed When the rapid 
ice-making is demanded. 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising rotating the 
cooling fan at high speed and rotating the tray fan at loW speed 
When the rapid ice-making is demanded. 

20. The method of claim 15, further comprising rotating the 
tray fan at loW speed during a discharge of ice. 

21. The method of claim 7, further comprising rotating the 
ice-making tray to discharge ice in the ice-making tray. 

22. The method of claim 7, further comprising uniformly 
distributing the chilled air bloWn to the ice-making tray on an 
outer surface of the ice-making tray. 

* * * * * 


