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(57) ABSTRACT 

A combination tape measure and hammer includes a tape 
measure having an extendible tape for measuring distances, 
and a hammer attached to the tape measure. The tape measure 
includes a housing With an outer surface and the hammer 
conforms to the outer surface of the housing. The outer sur 
face of the housing is curved and an underside of the hammer 
is curved for conforming to the curved outer surface of the 
housing. The hammer includes a head and a claW extending 
rearWardly from the head. The outer surface of the housing 
has a depression formed therein that is aligned With the claW. 
The claW is a forked claW including a ?rst tine and a second 
tine spaced from the ?rst tine. The depression formed in the 
outer surface of the housing is aligned With the ?rst and 
second tines. 

17 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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COMBINATION TAPE MEASURE AND 
HAMMER 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The present application claims the bene?t of US. Provi 
sional Appln. No. 60/963,777, ?led Aug. 7, 2007, the disclo 
sure of Which is hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
Embodiments of the present invention generally relate to 

hand tools. More speci?cally, embodiments of the present 
invention relate to a tape measure having a hammer integrally 
formed thereWith. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
In the home, at the o?ice, or on construction sites, hand 

tools are often used to perform various functions. Some of 
these Well-knoWn tools include screW drivers, hammers, 
saWs, straight edges, leveling devices, and tape measures. In 
many instances, an individual is required to simultaneously 
hold tWo or more tools to perform a particular function. For 
example, an individual may be required to simultaneously 
hold nails, a tape measure and a hammer for accurately posi 
tioning nails in a construction beam, or a Wall. This is often a 
frustrating experience for an individual Who may be inca 
pable of successfully juggling numerous tools at one time. 

In order to overcome the above-mentioned problems, there 
have been many efforts directed to combining multiple tools 
into a single instrument. Among these efforts, US. Pat. No. 
6,122,788 to Bulcock discloses a hammer having a handle 
that has one or more storage compartments formed therein. 
The storage compartments are used to store items such as 
nails, tacks and screWs. A measuring tape, secured to the 
bottom of the handle, unrolls in a direction that is perpendicu 
lar to the length of the handle. 
US. Pat. No. 5,119,521 to ClontZ teaches a retractable tape 

measure that is adapted for installation in the elongate handle 
of a tool such as a hammer. The tape measure includes a 
frame, a roll of ?exible tape, a coil spring and gears. The 
frame is an elongate piece of metal slightly Wider than the 
tape and the coil spring. The tape measure assembly may be 
mounted to the free end of the handle of the tool. In use, the 
free end of the tape is pulled from the bottom of the handle in 
a direction that is parallel to the longitudinal axis of the 
handle. 
US. Pat. No. 7,080,576 to Johnson et al. discloses a multi 

accessory hammer that is adapted to have a Wide range of 
different tools attached to the butt of the handle. The tools 
attachable to the butt of the handle include a croWbar, a 
fastener removal accessory, an elastic striking element, a 
metal striking element, and a retractable tape measure. 
US. Pat. No. 7,013,516 to Peters discloses a hammer hav 

ing a hammer head With a front portion adapted to strike a nail 
or tack, and a handle having a longitudinal cavity extending 
therein. The hammer includes a tray tailored to ?t and slide 
Within the longitudinally extending cavity. The tray is adapted 
to support a plurality of accessories. In one embodiment, an 
end cap securable to the butt end of the handle includes a 
retractable measuring tape incorporated therein. 

Although the above-described advances have effectively 
combined multiple functions into a single tool, the above 
described tools remain bulky, dif?cult to handle and lack a 
compact design. Thus, there remains a need for combination 
tools that are compact and easy to use, and in particular there 
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2 
remains a need for a combination tape measure and hammer 
tool that is compact and easy to use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a combination tape mea 
sure and hammer. As noted above, prior art combination tools 
teach a conventional hammer having an elongated handle, 
With a tape measure attached to the bottom or butt end of the 
elongated handle. This type of structure is very large and 
bulky, making the combination tool dif?cult to store, carry 
and use. The present invention improves upon these prior art 
combination tools by integrating only the head and claW 
portion of a hammer into a tape measure. In at least one 
embodiment, this combination tool does not have an elon 
gated handle. Thus, the present invention provides a structure 
that is more compact and sleeker than prior art tools, and a 
tool that is easier to store, carry and use. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, a combination 
tape measure and hammer includes a tape measure having an 
extendible tape for measuring distances, and a hammer 
attached to the tape measure. The tape measure desirably 
includes a housing having an outer surface and the hammer is 
attached to the outer surface of the housing. The hammer may 
conform to the outer surface of the housing. In one embodi 
ment, the outer surface of the housing is curved and an under 
side of the hammer is curved for conforming to the curved 
outer surface of the housing. 

In one embodiment, the hammer includes a head for strik 
ing objects such as nails, and a claW extending rearWardly 
from the head. The outer surface of the housing has a depres 
sion formed therein that is aligned With the claW. The depres 
sion may provide a gap betWeen the underside of the claW and 
the outer surface of the housing. As Will be described in more 
detail beloW, the gap provided by the depression enables the 
heads of fasteners to ?t betWeen the claW and the housing 
When using the claW to remove a fastener from a structure. 

In one embodiment, the claW is a forked claW including a 
?rst tine and a second tine spaced from the ?rst tine. The 
depression formed in the outer surface of the housing is 
desirably aligned With the ?rst and second tines. 

In one embodiment, the combination tool is made of metal. 
In this embodiment, the hammer and the housing are made of 
metal and are integrally formed With one another. The base 
connected With the housing may also be made of metal and be 
integrally formed With the housing. In other embodiments, 
the base may be a separate piece that is connected to the 
housing, such as a separate metal or plastic piece. 

In one embodiment, the tool may include a Writing instru 
ment receptacle formed in the housing for holding a Writing 
instrument such as a pencil or pen. The tool also desirably 
includes a base secured to the housing for securing or stabi 
liZing the housing atop a surface. In one embodiment, the tool 
may include a spring coupled With the tape for selectively 
retracting the tape. The spring may be provided in the hous 
ing. The tool may also have a button coupled With the spring, 
the button being depressible for retracting the tape. In one 
embodiment, the tool includes a clip such as a ?exible clip 
used for securing the tool to a belt or Waistband. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, a combi 
nation tape measure and hammer includes a tape measure 
having a housing With a curved outer surface, and a hammer 
attached to the housing, Whereby the hammer conforms to the 
curved outer surface of the housing. The hammer desirably 
includes a head and a claW that conforms to the curved outer 
surface of the housing. In one embodiment, the hammer is 
integrally formed With the housing of the tape measure. The 
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curved outer surface of the housing may have a depression 
formed therein and at least a section of the claw is aligned 
With the depression. The section of the claW aligned With the 
depression is desirably spaced from the housing. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, a tool for 
measuring distances and hammering includes a tape measure 
having a housing With an outer surface, a tape disposed Within 
the housing and being extendible from the housing, and a 
hammer attached to and conforming to the outer surface of the 
housing. The hammer desirably includes a head for striking 
an object and a claW that extends rearWardly from the head, 
Whereby the claW is curved and conforms to the outer surface 
of the housing. 

In one embodiment, a combination tape measure and ham 
mer includes a tape measure having an extendible tape for 
measuring distances, and a hammer attached to the tape mea 
sure. 

In one embodiment, the tape measure includes a housing 
having an outer surface and the hammer is attached to the 
outer surface of the housing. 

In one embodiment, the hammer conforms to the outer 
surface of the housing. 

In one embodiment, the outer surface of the housing is 
curved and an underside of the hammer is curved for con 
forming to the curved outer surface of the housing. 

In one embodiment, the hammer includes a head and a claW 
extending rearWardly from the head. 

In one embodiment, the outer surface of the housing has a 
depression formed therein that is aligned With the claW. 

In one embodiment, the claW is a forked claW including a 
?rst tine and a second tine spaced from the ?rst tine. The outer 
surface of the housing desirably has a depression formed 
therein that is aligned With the ?rst and second tines. 

In one embodiment, a Writing instrument receptacle is 
formed in the housing. 

In one embodiment, a base is secured to the housing for 
securing the housing atop a surface. 

In one embodiment, the tool includes a spring for selec 
tively retracting the tape. A button may be coupled With the 
spring, Whereby the button is depressible for retracting the 
tape. 

In one embodiment, a clip is attached to the tape measure. 
In one embodiment, a combination tape measure and ham 

mer includes a tape measure including a housing having a 
curved outer surface, and a hammer attached to the housing, 
Whereby the hammer conforms to the curved outer surface of 
the housing. 

In one embodiment, the hammer includes a head and a claW 
that conforms to the curved outer surface of the housing. 

In one embodiment, the curved outer surface of the housing 
has a depression formed therein and at least a section of the 
claW is aligned With the depression. 

In one embodiment, the section of the claW that is aligned 
With the depression is spaced from the housing. 

In one embodiment, the hammer is integrally formed With 
the tape measure housing. 

In one embodiment, a tool for measuring distances and 
hammering includes a tape measure including a housing hav 
ing an outer surface, a tape disposed Within the housing and 

In one embodiment, the hammer includes a head for strik 
ing an object and a claW that extends rearWardly from the 
head, Whereby the claW is curved and conforms to the outer 
surface of the housing. The claW may be used for removing 
nails and screWs. 

In one embodiment, a combination tape measure and ham 
mer includes a leveling device incorporated therein for pro 
viding a level indicator for the tool. 
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4 
These and other preferred embodiments of the present 

invention Will be described in more detail beloW. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 shoWs a perspective vieW of a combination tape 
measure and hammer, in accordance With one preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a front elevational vieW of the combination 
tape measure and hammer shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a left side elevational vieW of the combina 
tion tape measure and hammer shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 shoWs a top plan vieW of the combination tape 
measure and hammer shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 5 shoWs a rear elevational vieW of the combination 
tape measure and hammer shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 6 shoWs a right side elevational vieW of the combina 
tion tape measure and hammer shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 7 shoWs a bottom vieW of the combination tape mea 
sure and hammer shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 8 shoWs the combination tape measure and hammer of 
FIG. 1 With a measuring tape extended from a housing. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, in one embodiment of the present 
invention, a combination tape measure and hammer 10 
includes a housing 12 and a base 14 attached to a loWer end of 
the housing 12. In certain preferred embodiments, the base 14 
has an opening 16 that is adapted to receive a tape 18 for 
measuring distances. The tape is desirably secured to a spring 
(not shown) provided inside the housing 12 for selectively 
retracting the tape into the housing. The spring may be a coil 
spring, or other type of Well-knoWn spring used for retracting 
an object. The tape measure preferably includes a button 20 
that is depressed for selectively retracting the tape 18 back 
into the housing. During a measuring operation, the tape 18 
may be extended from the housing 12 to measure a distance. 
The tape may be retracted back into the housing after the 
measurement has been obtained. When the button 20 is not 
depressed, the tape 18 Will desirably remain stationary (eg in 
an extended position), and Will remain stationary until the 
button 20 is depressed. The housing 12 preferably includes a 
clip 22 that may be utiliZed for holding the combination tape 
measure and hammer 10. The clip 22 has a free end 24 that 
may be hooked over a structure such as a belt or the Waist 
band of pants. 

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, the combination tape measure and 
hammer 10 also desirably includes a hammer 26 that is 
coupled With the housing 12. In one embodiment, the hammer 
26 includes a head 28 used for striking objects (eg nails) and 
a claW 30 that extends rearWardly from the head 28.As shoWn 
in FIGS. 1, 3, and 6, the housing 12 has an outer surface 32 
and the claW 30 generally conforms to the outer surface 32 of 
the housing 12. The conformance of the claW 30 With the 
outer surface 32 of the housing 12 provides a sleeker, more 
compact design, Which provides a tool that is both easier to 
carry and use. In one embodiment, the outer surface 32 of the 
housing 12 is curved, and the claW 30 has a curved underside 
that conforms to the outer surface of the housing. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 shoW respective top plan and rear vieWs of 
the combination tape measure and hammer. Referring to FIG. 
4, the hammer 26 includes the head 28 that is used for striking 
objects, such as hammering nails into a Wall, and the claW 30 
that Wraps around the top of the housing 12. In the embodi 
ment shoWn in FIG. 4, the claW 30 is a forked or split claW 
including a ?rst tine 34A and a second tine 34B. The tWo tines 
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34A, 34B Wrap around and conform to the outer surface 32 of 
the housing 12, as shoWn in FIG. 6. 

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, the outer surface 32 of the 
housing 12 has a depression 36 formed therein. The depres 
sion 36 is located underneath and betWeen the tWo tines 34A, 
34B. The depression 36 formed in the housing 12 provides a 
surface that is engaged by an operator’s ?nger, such as an 
index ?nger, to both grip and steady the tool during a ham 
mering operation. The depression 36 also provides a gap 
betWeen the underside of the tines 34A, 34B and the housing 
so that the tines may be used to remove fasteners such as nails, 
tacks, screWs, etc. from an object such as a Wall or beam. In 
one embodiment, the depression 36 provides space for the 
head of a fastener, such as a screW head, the head of a nail, etc. 

Referring to FIG. 5, in one embodiment, the base 14 of the 
tool has an opening 25 formed therein that is adapted to 
receive a Writing instrument such as a pencil or pen. The 
opening may have any shape including a circular shape and an 
oblong shape. 

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, in one embodiment, the under 
side of the base 14 of the combination measuring tape and 
hammer 10 de?nes a substantially ?at surface 38 that enables 
the tool to be securely placed atop a surface such as a tabletop. 
In one embodiment, the ?at surface 38 may sit atop an oppos 
ing ?at surface, such as a ?at table top or ?at Work bench. The 
?at surface 38 may also be placed against an opposing ?at 
surface such as a ?at Wall surface. The ?at surface 38 aides an 
operator to align the tool and obtain proper distance measure 
ments. 

Referring to FIG. 6, in one embodiment, the tool 10 
includes a leveling device 39 such as a level indicator having 
?uid and an air bubble. The leveling device 39 may be incor 
porated into the base 14 of the tool 10. 

Referring to FIG. 8, in operation, the ?at bottom surface 38 
of the base 14 may be placed against an opposing ?at surface 
40 such as a Wall. The tape 18, having measuring indicia 42 
provided thereon, may be pulled from the opening 16 in the 
housing 12 to measure a distance. After a distance has been 
measured, the tape 18 may be retracted into the housing 12 by 
pushing the depressible button 20. Once the button 20 is 
depressed, an internal spring may retract the tape 18 inside the 
housing 12. In certain embodiments, a rotatable handle may 
be coupled With the tape for retracting the tape. In other 
embodiments, the tape may be replaced by a Wire or string. A 
tab 44, attached to a distal end of the tape, desirably halts full 
retraction of the tape 18 inside the housing 12. Upon retrac 
tion, the tab 44 may engage the leading edge of the base 14 for 
halting retraction of the tape 18. A Writing instrument may be 
removed from the opening 25 (FIG. 5) provided in the base 
14, and used to mark a surface. The hammer 26 overlying the 
housing 12 may be used to strike an object such as a nail, tack, 
or screW. The head 28 of the hammer is desirably used to drive 
the nails, tacks, or screWs into a structure such as a Wall. The 
combination tool 10 may be gripped and steadied by placing 
at least one ?nger in the depression 36 formed in the outer 
surface of the housing 12. In one embodiment, one of an 
operator’s index ?ngers is placed in the depression, and the 
remaining ?ngers are Wrapped around the sides of the hous 
ing 12. If the nail, tack, or screW is not properly inserted into 
the Wall, the tines of the forked claW may be used to remove 
the nail, screW, or tack. The depression formed in the housing 
enables the head of the nail, screW, or tack to ?t betWeen the 
tines and the outer surface of the housing. The curved shape of 
the forked claW and tines enables the tool to be readily rolled 
over the surface holding the nail, tack, or screW to facilitate 
removal of the nail. As shoWn in FIGS. 3 and 6, the curved 
surface of the claW 30 extends above the top of the head 28, 
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6 
Which further facilitates rolling action of the tool When 
removing fasteners from Walls or beams. When not being 
used, the combination measuring tape and hammer may be 
secured to the operator’s belt using the clip 22. 

Referring to FIG. 6, in one embodiment, the housing 12 has 
a magnetic area 50 that is used to attract magnetic objects 
such as metal nails and screWs.A user of the combination tool 
may use the magnetic area 50 to hold the nails and screWs, or 
other magnetic objects. The housing 12 may also include a 
Writing surface 52 that enables a user to Write doWn data such 
as measurement data. The Writing surface preferably has a 
coating that may be easily erased after use to prepare the 
surface for the next use. In one embodiment, the Writing 
surface 52 may record pencil marks thereon, and the pencil 
markings may be readily Wiped aWay after being used by an 
operator. 
The headings used herein are for organiZational purposes 

only and are not meant to be used to limit the scope of the 
description or the claims.As used throughout this application, 
the Word “may” is used in a permissive sense (i.e., meaning 
having the potential to), rather than the mandatory sense (i.e., 
meaning must). Similarly, the Words “include”, “including”, 
and “includes” mean including but not limited to. To facilitate 
understanding, like reference numerals have been used, 
Where possible, to designate like elements common to the 
?gures. 

Although the invention herein has been described With 
reference to particular embodiments, it is to be understood 
that these embodiments are merely illustrative of the prin 
ciples and applications of the present invention. It is therefore 
to be understood that numerous modi?cations may be made 
to the illustrative embodiments and that other arrangements 
may be devised Without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the present invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A combination tape measure and hammer comprising: 
a tape measure having an extendible tape for measuring 

distances; 
a hammer attached to said tape measure, Wherein said tape 

measure comprises a housing having an outer surface 
and said hammer is attached to the outer surface of said 
housing, Wherein said hammer includes a claW having a 
bottom surface that conforms to and directly engages the 
outer surface of said housing, and Wherein there is no 
elongated shaft betWeen the bottom surface of said claW 
and the outer surface of said housing. 

2. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 1, Wherein said hammer conforms to the outer sur 
face of said housing. 

3. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 2, Wherein the outer surface of said housing is curved 
and an underside of said hammer is curved for conforming to 
the curved outer surface of said housing. 

4. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 1, Wherein said hammer comprises a head and said 
claW extends rearWardly from said head. 

5. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 4, Wherein the outer surface of said housing has a 
depression formed therein that is aligned With said claW. 

6. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 4, Wherein said claW is a forked claW including a ?rst 
tine and a second tine spaced from said ?rst tine. 

7. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 6, Wherein the outer surface of said housing has a 
depression formed therein that is aligned With said ?rst and 
second tines. 
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8. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 1, further comprising a Writing instrument receptacle 
formed in said housing. 

9. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 1, further comprising a spring for selectively retract 
ing said tape. 

10. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 9, further comprising a button coupled With said 
spring, Wherein said button is depressible for retracting said 
tape. 

11. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 1, further comprising a clip attached to said tape 
measure. 

12. A combination tape measure and hammer comprising: 
a tape measure having an extendible tape for measuring 

distances; 
a hammer attached to said tape measure, Wherein said tape 

measure comprises a housing having an outer surface 
and said hammer is attached to the outer surface of said 
housing, and Wherein said hammer includes a claW that 
conforms to the outer surface of said housing; 

a base secured to said housing for securing said housing 
atop a surface. 

13. A combination tape measure and hammer comprising: 
a tape measure including a housing having a curved outer 

surface; 
a hammer attached to said housing, Wherein said hammer 

conforms to the curved outer surface of said housing, 
Wherein said hammer comprises a head and a claW that 
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cooperatively de?ne a concave bottom surface that con 
forms to and directly engages the curved outer surface of 
said housing. 

14. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 13, Wherein said curved outer surface of said housing 
has a depression formed therein and at least a section of said 
claW is aligned With said depression. 

15. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 14, Wherein said at least a section of said claW that is 
aligned With said depression is spaced from said housing. 

16. The combination tape measure and hammer as claimed 
in claim 13, Wherein said hammer is integrally formed With 
said tape measure housing. 

17. A tool for measuring distances and hammering com 
prising: 

a tape measure including a housing having an outer sur 

face; 
a tape disposed Within said housing and being extendible 

from said housing; 
a hammer attached to and conforming to the outer surface 

of said housing, Wherein said hammer includes a head 
for striking an object and a claW that extends rearWardly 
from said head, Wherein said claW is curved and has a 
bottom surface that conforms to and directly engages the 
outer surface of said housing, and Wherein there is no 
elongated element interconnecting said claW and the 
outer surface of said housing. 

* * * * * 


