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T0 at” whom it may concern. 

Be it known that I, WILLIAM P. DUNLAP, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at Ma 
quoketa, in the county ofJackson and State of 
Iowa, have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Metallic Bases for Posts, of which 
the following is a specification. 7 
This invention has relation to metallic bases 

for fence-posts; and it consists in the novel 
constructionvand arrangement of its parts, as 
hereinafter shown and described. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

metallic sheet of special construction which is 
adapted to be driven in the ground and is 
adapted to receive within its upper end the 
lower end of‘awooden post. The sleeve is 
provided with suitable perforations for the 
purpose of ‘admitting air beneath the lower 
end of the post, and thereby. preserving the 
‘wood. The sleeve at its upper end is provided 
with a turned-back edge which at one corner 
is cut away so that the upper edge of the sleeve 
may be in continuous lines while the metal 
constituting the sleeve is overlapped ‘and riv 
eted together. - 

The advantages incident to the use of my 
invention are that posts‘of short length may’ 
be employed, ‘thus effecting a saving of this 
material. 

preserved-for a great lengthof time. c The 
sleeve being driven into the ground, the labor 
of diggingpost—holes is avoided; and the sleeve 
is rigidly embedded in the earth. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of the sleeve embedded in 
the ground with a'post located therein. Fig. 
2 is a transverse sectional view of the sleeve 
and the lower end of the post.- Fig. 3 is a 
perspective view of the sleeve. Fig. 4: is a 
horizontal sectional view of the sleeve, and 
Fig. 5 is a perspective View of a corner of the 
upper edge of the sleeve. ' _ 

The sleeve 1 is made of sheet metal, which 
may be formed in tubular, rectangular, or oc 
tagonal shape. The said sleeve is open at its 
upper and lower ends, and the upper edge of 
the said sleeve is bent or folded back upon 
itself, as at 2. The edges of the sheet consti 
tuting the sleeve are riveted together, as at 3. 

The post being elevated above the 
ground and having its lower end ventilated is; 

. from distortion. 

The sides of the sleeve are provided with the 
perforations 4.. At the upper end of the sleeve 
and at alcorner thereof which comes under 
neath at the overlapping edges the sheet is 
cut away, as at 5, and an incision 6 extends 
down into'the' sheet parallel with the edge 
thereof. Thus the material "between the in 
cision 6 and‘the edge of the sheet forms a 
tongue. 

in continuous lines, as shown in Fig. 3—that 
is, the edge of the outer portion of the sheet 
constituting the sleeve at the overlap may be 
forcedback in alinement with the edge of the 
nether portion of the sheet. Thus the upper 
edges of the sleeve can be made to ?t snugly 
against the sides of the post 7, which is in 
serted therein, as shown in Fig. 2, and thus 
the upper edge of the said sleeve will have a 
tendency to shed the moisture away from, the 
lower end of the post. . v 
In order toerect the post, the lower end of 

the sleeve 1 is placed upon the ground,.and a 
block (not shown in the drawings) is fitted? 
into the upper end of the sleeve. By the use 
of a sledge-hammer or maul the lower end of 
the sleeve is driven into the ground until the 
perforations 4 are just above the surface there 
of. The block above referred to receives the 
force of the blows and preserves the sleeve 

The said block is then re 
moved, and the'lower end of the post 7 is 
driven into the upper end of the sleeve 1 until 
the extreme lower end of the post is just above 
the perforations If. The nails 8 are then driven 
through the perforations 9 of the sleeve 1 into 
the lower end of the post 7 , and the parts are 
properly secured together. ' 
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By providing the cut-away space 5v > 
the upper edges of the sleeve may be formed 60 
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Having described my invention, what I I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is—~ 

1. A base forposts consisting of a continu 
ous piece ofsheet metal overlapped at its edges 
forming a sleeve which ‘is of the same trans 
verse dimensions throughout its length. 

90 

2. A ‘base for posts consisting of a continu- . 
ons piece of sheet metal overlapped at its edges 
forming a sleeve, the upper end of the sleeve 
being bent back upon itself. 

3. A sleeve made of sheet metal having‘ ‘100 
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overlapping edges With its upper nether cor- In testimony \vhereoflhave signed my name 
ner cut away so that the upper edge of the to this speci?cation in the presence of two sub- 10 
sleeve may be in continuous lines. _ scribing Witnesses. 

4. A sleeve made of sheet metal having WILLIAM B DUNLAR 
overlapping edges the upper end of the sleeve 
being bent back upon itself and being cut Witnesses: 
away at its nether corner so that the upper GIDEoN ELLIS, 
edges of the sleeve may be in continuous lines. EDWARD A. PHILLIPS. 


