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MULTIPLE FUNCTION ANIMAL 
FURNITURE SYSTEM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part application of 
US. application Ser. No. 11/563,650 ?led on Nov. 27, 2006, 
Which is a continuation-in-part application of US. applica 
tion Ser. No. 11/459,868 ?led on Jul. 25, 2006, Which is a 
continuation-in-part application of US. application Ser. No. 
11/456,817 ?led on Jul. 11, 2006, Which is a continuation-in 
part application ofU.S. application Ser. No. 11/455,489 ?led 
on Jun. 19, 2006, Which is a continuation-in-part application 
of US. application Ser. No. 11/438,040 ?led on May 19, 
2006, Which is a continuation-in-part application of US. 
application Ser. No. 11/287,716 ?led on Nov. 28, 2005, now 
US. Pat. No. 7,234,415, Which is a continuation-in-part 
application of US. application Ser. No. 11/ 121,797 ?led on 
May 4, 2005, now US. Pat. No. 7,237,506, Which are each 
herein incorporated by reference in their entirety. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

Not applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to furniture for an animal and in 

particular to a piece of furniture that has multiple con?gura 
tions and can function in multiple Ways to accommodate 
various desires of the animal at any stage of growth. More 
particularly, this fumiture structure and system may function 
as a living quarters for smaller animals such as puppies during 
house training periods, a storage location for objects related 
to the animal, as an animal bed, a sitting bench for humans or 
animals, and/or as an animal step for getting into a human 
bed. 

2. Background of the Invention 
For many people, pet animals are members of the family. 

Some of these pets live inside the home With the oWner and 
have accessories designed for the animal. As With the con 
ventional dog houses, some of the furnishings provide a place 
for the animal to dWell as Well as providing a storage place for 
the toys of the animal. One conventional piece of animal 
furniture is a bed. There have been many types of animal beds, 
Which are available in various designs. Some of the designs 
include beds shaped as different types of animals. Many beds 
in the form of animal designs are made of a cushion material 
to facilitate animal comfort. 

One animal bed is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 5,662,065, 
Which describes an animal bed that has an annual bed frame 
de?ning an interior chamber. A perforated top Wall is sup 
ported at its periphery by the bed frame to receive and support 
the animal above the chamber. The perforated top Wall is 
composed of a non-Woven fabric material to provide a ham 
mock-like suspension for the animal and to permit small 
insects to fall through the top Wall. The chamber is dimen 
sioned to provide a space beloW the top Wall su?icient to 
inhibit the insects from traveling upWardly through the top 
Wall. An insect exterminating composition contained Within 
the chamber receives the falling insects and destroys them. 
US. Pat. No. d 288,970 describes a combined animal bed 

and housing unit. This design has a bed mat resting on a 
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2 
storage unit. The bed also has a canopy covering the mat. The 
animal may rest on the mat and may be covered by the canopy. 

Although the animal bed is a commonpiece of fumiture for 
the inside pet, animals do more than just sleep. For instance, 
cats usually have a litter box for Waste. Pets also have toys 
With Which they play. In addition, some pets may prefer to 
climb on the oWner’s bed. The animal may climb because the 
animal may not jump high enough to reach the surface of the 
bed in one jump. The climbing process may result in the pet 
pulling and sometimes tearing the bed linen. Pets also typi 
cally do not stay the same siZe. As the pet groWs, it may be 
desired to replace a piece of animal furniture with a different 
type of furniture or a larger siZe of the same fumiture. 

With all of the different types of animal furniture that is 
available to accommodate the many needs of the pet and pet 
oWner, there remains a need for a multiple function piece of 
animal furniture. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF SOME OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

These and other needs in the art are addressed by an animal 
housing that comprises a cage and a base. The animal housing 
further comprises an outer covering comprising a plurality of 
outer covering sides, Wherein the outer covering comprises a 
?rst outer covering side secured to a second outer covering 
side by a magnet. 
The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the features and 

technical advantages of the present invention in order that the 
detailed description of the invention that folloWs may be 
better understood. Additional features and advantages of the 
invention Will be described hereinafter that form the subject 
of the claims of the invention. It should be appreciated by 
those skilled in the art that the conception and the speci?c 
embodiments disclosed may be readily utiliZed as a basis for 
modifying or designing other structures for carrying out the 
same purposes of the present invention. It should also be 
realiZed by those skilled in the art that such equivalent con 
structions do not depart from the spirit and scope of the 
invention as set forth in the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a detailed description of the preferred embodiments of 
the invention, reference Will noW be made to the accompany 
ing draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a front, top and side vieW of the multiple 
function animal furniture piece; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a vieW of the multiple function animal 
furniture piece With the top extended up to open the furniture 
piece; 

FIG. 3 illustrates a vieW of the multiple function animal 
furniture piece With a ramp member extended from the fur 
niture piece; 

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment of the multiple function 
animal fumiture piece With a cushion material positioned on 
the top on Which an animal may rest or sleep; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a frontal side vieW of the ramp member; 
FIG. 6 illustrates a side cross-sectional vieW of the ramp 

member shoWing a lip used to enable the ramp member to 
engage the furniture piece; 

FIG. 7 illustrates a vieW doWn on the ?oor mat positioned 
on the fumiture piece; 

FIG. 8 illustrates a side cross-section vieW of the ?oor mat; 
FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-section vieW of the cushion mate 

rial positioned on the top of the furniture piece; 
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FIG. 10 illustrates a vieW of the back side of the furniture 
piece showing a rack means used to store a grate or screen; 

FIG. 11 illustrates a design of a detachable grate used to 
cover the front opening of the furniture piece; 

FIG. 12 illustrates a cross-section vieW of the guide used 
for storing the grate; 

FIG. 13 illustrates a front vieW of a multiple function 
animal fumiture piece shoWing a front and stop side and 
having a cage and an outer covering; 

FIG. 14(a) illustrates an embodiment of a side of the outer 
covering; 

FIG. 14(b) illustrates an embodiment of a side of the outer 
covering; 

FIG. 15 illustrates an embodiment shoWing a cage and an 
outer covering With the top side of the outer covering 
removed; 

FIG. 15a illustrates an embodiment of a side sectional vieW 
of the outer covering secured to a cage by a groove. 

FIG. 16 illustrates a multiple function animal furniture 
piece comprising a cage; 

FIG. 17 illustrates an embodiment of the multiple function 
animal furniture piece of FIG. 13 With a door in an open 
position; 

FIG. 18a illustrates an embodiment of the multiple func 
tion animal furniture piece Wherein the base comprises mag 
nets. 

FIG. 18 illustrates an embodiment of the multiple function 
animal furniture piece having a base and a grate; 

FIG. 19 illustrates a top vieW of an embodiment of the 
multiple function animal furniture piece having a base; 

FIG. 20 illustrates a top vieW of an alternate con?guration 
of an embodiment of the multiple function animal furniture 
piece having a base; and 

FIG. 21 illustrates a cross sectional side vieW of the mul 
tiple function animal furniture piece having a base and a cage. 

FIG. 21a illustrates an embodiment of a cross sectional 
side vieW of the multiple function animal furniture piece 
Wherein the base comprises magnets. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS The multiple function animal 
furniture piece provides an animal oWner With a 

system 

they may use for an animal throughout the life of the 
animal. The multiple function animal furniture piece may 
serve as a training cage to train small animals such as puppies 
for living indoors. A detachable mat on the ?oor of the mul 
tiple function animal fumiture piece provides for ease in 
cleaning animal Waste. A removable front cover such as a grill 
may restrict undesired movement of the animal in and out of 
the fumiture piece. In addition, as an animal gets older and/or 
bigger, the animal may no longer dWell inside the multiple 
function animal furniture piece. At this point, the multiple 
function animal fumiture piece may function as a storage 
structure. Moreover, the multiple function animal furniture 
piece may have an attachable ramp member for use by an 
animal to climb to the top of the multiple function animal 
furniture piece structure. This ramp may be useful for smaller 
and older animals. The ramp may be stored inside the multiple 
function animal furniture piece When the ramp is not in use. 
The multiple function animal fumiture piece may be portable 
and may be positioned adjacent the oWner’s bed. In this 
arrangement, the animal may easily move to the oWner’s bed. 
Further, the oWner may easily sit on the top of the multiple 
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4 
function animal furniture piece. When an animal dies, the 
structure may be converted into a container (e.g., cof?n) for 
burying the deceased animal. 

FIG. 1 shoWs a general design of the multiple function 
animal fumiture piece 5. Other con?gurations such as those 
described in US. patent application Ser. No. 11/121,797 to 
the same inventor may be implemented to achieve the same 
results as the design described in FIG. 1. As shoWn, multiple 
function animal furniture piece 5 has a top 10, open front side 
12, a back side 14, and multiple side Walls 16 and 18. The 
number of sides may vary With the particular design shape. 
Multiple function animal furniture piece 5 may also contain a 
?oor 20. The front side 12 has an opening 22, Which covers a 
large portion of the front side 12. This large opening 22 alloWs 
for animals to enter multiple function animal furniture piece 
5. Without limitation, the opening 22 may also alloW for 
insertion of toys, food and Water trays into the multiple func 
tion animal furniture piece 5. In addition, smaller openings 24 
and 26 may be disposed in the side Walls 16, 18. Without 
limitation, these openings 24, 26 may improve ventilation in 
multiple function animal furniture piece 5. The front side 12 
also has a lip 28 that extends up from the base. Without 
limitation, lip 28 may prevent toys such as balls from acci 
dentally rolling out of the multiple function animal furniture 
piece 5. In addition, a lip section (not illustrated) may also be 
attached to the top 10. Without limitation, such a lip section 
may serve as a restraining means to stabiliZe and keep a 
cushion stationary When an animal is resting on it. 

It is to be understood that side Walls 16, 18 may have one or 
more than one opening, respectively, and that side Walls 16, 
18 are shoWn in FIG. 1 With each side Wall 16, 18 having one 
opening each (openings 24, 26) for illustration purposes only. 
It is also to be understood that back side 14 may have no such 
openings or one or more such openings. In an alternative 
embodiment, one or more of the sides may have no such 
openings. Openings in side Walls 16, 18 and back side 14 may 
have any shape, con?guration, and siZe suitable for alloWing 
ventilation and visibility into and out of multiple function 
animal furniture piece 5. For instance, such openings may 
have the shape of characters such as animals, cartoon ?gures, 
toys, lettering, numbering, symbols, and the like. Without 
limitation, examples of animal shapes include dogs, cats, and 
the like. In addition, Without limitation, examples of cartoon 
?gures include MICKEY MOUSE (Which is a mark oWned 
by Disney Enterprises, Inc.), SUPERMAN (Which is a mark 
oWned by DC Comics Warner Communications Inc.), and the 
like. Examples of toys include, Without limitation, trucks, 
cars, airplanes, and the like. The character shape openings 
may be applied to the sides by any suitable process such as by 
a cutting apparatus, press, or the like. 

Multiple function animal furniture piece 5 may be com 
posed of any material suitable for the uses of multiple func 
tion animal fumiture piece 5. For instance, multiple function 
animal furniture piece 5 may include Wood, mesh, Wire, plas 
tic, metal, and the like. In such an embodiment, back side 14 
and/or multiple side Walls 16 and 18 may comprise Wire, 
mesh, netting, Weaving, and the like, preferably Wire or mesh, 
and more preferably Wire or Wire-like material. Moreover, 
back side 14 and/or multiple side Walls 16 and 18 may be 
composed of any porous material suitable for use as a side in 
an animal cage (e.g., porous metal or plastic siding). In an 
embodiment, back side 14 and/or multiple side Walls 16 and 
18 are composed of a plastic, Wood, metal, or the like Wire or 
Wire-like material. One or more of multiple side Walls 16 and 
18 (preferably both side Walls 16, 18) may be composed of 
such materials. In an embodiment (not illustrated), an outer 
covering may be disposed on the outside and/or inside surface 
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of one or more of any side (e.g., front side 12, back side 14, 
side Walls 16 and 18, top 10, ?oor 20) preferably an outer 
covering is disposed on the outside surface. In some embodi 
ments, an outer covering is disposed on the outside surface of 
multiple side Walls 16 and 18, back side 14 and/or top 10. The 
outer covering may cover any desired portion of a side. In 
addition, the outer covering may comprise any suitable cov 
ering for use With animals. For instance, the outer covering 
may be composed of natural or synthetic Woods, veneers, 
vinyl, Wicker, plastic, ceramic, and the like. In an embodi 
ment top 10 and/or front side 12 may also be composed of 
such plurality of openings and/ or alternatively may also 
include such an outer covering. In alternative embodiments, 
at least one side and/or Wall of multiple function animal 
furniture piece 5 comprises a substantially solid material. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the multiple function animal furniture piece 
5 With the top 10 extended in an upWard position, Which 
thereby opens up multiple function animal furniture piece 5. 
As shoWn, a bar 30 extends across the front side of multiple 
function animal furniture piece 5 and may serve as a rest bar 
for the top 10. Hinges 32 and 34 attach the top 10 to the back 
side 14 and alloW the top 10 side to open and close as desired. 
Attached to the inside surface of the top 10 side is a rack 
member 36 for holding a ramp member When the ramp mem 
ber is not in use. Rack member 36 may have any suitable 
shape (e.g., an L-shape) that ?ts With the shape of a rectan 
gular ramp member. In an embodiment, rack member 36 is a 
groove With a generally u- shape in Which the ramp member is 
placed. When the ramp member is placed in rack member 36, 
a latch 38 secures the ramp in rack member 36. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a con?guration of the multiple function ani 
mal fumiture piece 5 With a detachable ramp 40 engaged at 
one side. In this con?guration, an animal may climb to the top 
10 of multiple function animal fumiture piece 5 Without the 
need to climb up on a bed or other piece of furniture. Depend 
ing on the height of multiple function animal furniture piece 
5, the length of the ramp 40 may vary such that the inclination 
angle formed by the engagement of the ramp 40 to multiple 
function animal furniture piece 5 is not too steep for the 
animal to safely climb. 

FIG. 4 shoWs the multiple function animal furniture piece 
5 With the cushion material 42 positioned on the top 10. As 
mentioned, the cushion material 42 may serve as a cushion on 
Which an animal may rest or sleep. FIG. 9 shoWs the cross 
section of a typical cushion that may be used With multiple 
function animal fumiture piece 5. Other types of cushions 
With varying shapes may also be implemented in a similar 
manner. 

FIG. 5 shoWs a front vieW of the ramp member 40. Attached 
to this front side is a ?ber-type material 44 such as a cloth or 
carpet material. Fiber-type material 44 increases the friction 
of the ramp member 40 such that an animal may have 
improved traction as the animal climbs the ramp member 40 
to the top 10. FIG. 6 shoWs a side cross-sectional vieW of the 
ramp member 40. The ramp member 40 contains a lip 46 that 
engages the edge of the top side securing the ramp member 40 
to multiple function animal furniture piece 5. 

FIG. 7 shoWs a vieW of the ?oor 20 of multiple function 
animal furniture piece 5 covered by a mat material 48. Mat 
material 48 may be an elastic or rubber type of material or 
other type of Water-proof material. The mat material 48 
extends up the side Walls of multiple function animal furni 
ture piece 5 thereby covering substantially all of the ?oor 20. 
This mat material 48 provides a Way to easily clean multiple 
function animal fumiture piece 5. As mentioned, multiple 
function animal fumiture piece 5 may serve as a house for a 
smaller pet. Typically, these pets are initially not house 
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6 
trained. Any Waste secreted by the animal may not penetrate 
to the ?oor. When cleaning, the oWner may raise the top 10 of 
multiple function animal furniture piece 5 and remove the mat 
material 48. The oWner may then clean the mat material 48. 
FIG. 8 shoWs the cross-section of the mat material 48. The 
edge 50 of the mat 48 has a lip shape that prevents substances 
from escaping the mat material 48 surface. The mat material 
48 may also have a ridged surface similar to FIG. 9 for 
channeling liquid. 

FIG. 10 shoWs the back side 14 of multiple function animal 
furniture piece 5. Attached to this back side 14 is a storage 
rack 52 similar to the rack member 36. Without limitation, 
storage rack 52 may hold grate 54, Which is shoWn in FIG. 11. 
Storage rack 52 has a general shape that matches the shape of 
the grate 54. FIG. 12 shoWs a cross-section of the storage rack 
52. Storage rack 52 has tWo sides 56 and 58 and a base 60. The 
tWo sides 56, 58 are perpendicularly attached to the base 60. 
One side is also attached to the back side 14. When the grate 
54 is not in use, grate 54 may be slid into storage rack 52. 
Grate 54 may be used to cover front opening 22. Grate 54 may 
have different designs and may also be composed of screen 
material. In addition, other conventional materials such as 
plastic may be used as this front opening 22 cover. 

In an embodiment, multiple function animal furniture 
piece 5 comprises a cage and a outer covering on the top side 
10, back side 14, front side 12, and sides 16, 18 ofthe cage 
(e.g., on all sides of the cage). In an alternative embodiment, 
multiple function animal furniture piece 5 also comprises an 
outer covering on bottom side (e.g., ?oor 20). FIG. 13 illus 
trates a front vieW of such an embodiment shoWing front side 
12 and top side 10. In such an embodiment, multiple function 
animal fumiture piece 5 comprises a cage 100 and an outer 
covering 105. Cage 100 may comprise any suitable material 
for containing an animal. For instance, cage 100 may com 
prise metal, Wood, plastic, ceramic, and the like. The sides of 
cage 100 may be attached by any suitable means. In an 
embodiment, top side 10 has a door 115 that is movably 
openable and closable. Door 115 comprises a latching mecha 
nism 120 by Which door 115 may be secured to top side 10 and 
substantially prevented from movement. Latching mecha 
nism 120 may comprise any suitable mechanism for opening 
and closing door 115 and also suitable for securing door 115 
against movement relative to top side 10. It is to be understood 
that FIG. 13 shoWs door 115 in a closed position. FIG. 17 
illustrates an embodiment in Which door 115 is in an open 
position. As shoWn in FIG. 13, outer covering 105 on front 
side 12 has opening 125 by Which cage 100 is exposed there 
through. In an embodiment, at least one side of outer covering 
105 has an opening; alternatively front side 12, sides 16, 18, 
and back side 14 of outer covering 105 has such openings; and 
alternatively all sides of outer covering 105 have an opening. 
FIGS. 14(a) and 14(b) shoW embodiments of sides of outer 
covering 105 having different opening con?gurations. For 
instance, FIG. 14(a) illustrates outer covering 105 having 
opening 125 therethrough. Outer covering 105 having such 
opening 125 may be suitable as side 16, side 18, and/or back 
side 14. It is to be understood that outer covering 105 may 
have more than one opening 125. Opening 125 may have any 
desirable shape and siZe. FIG. 14(b) illustrates an embodi 
ment of front side 12 having outer covering 105 With opening 
125. In such an embodiment, opening 125 may be of suf? 
cient siZe to alloW a desirable animal to pass therethrough. 
Further referring to FIG. 13, in an alternative embodiment, 
front side 12 of cage 100 may be movably attached to side 16 
or 18 of cage 100. In such an embodiment, such front side 12 
of cage 100 may be suf?ciently movable to alloW a desirable 
animal to pass through opening 125 in such front side 12. In 
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such an alternative embodiment, such front side 12 of cage 
100 may also be suf?ciently closable to prevent the desirable 
animal from passing through opening 125 in front side 12. In 
an alternative embodiment (not illustrated), another side is 
openable to alloW a desirable animal to pass through an open 
ing 125 therein into multiple functional animal furniture 
piece 5. In such an alternative embodiment, top side 10 may 
or may not be openable. For instance, FIG. 16 illustrates an 
embodiment of multiple functional animal furniture piece 5 
comprising a cage 100 and no outer covering 105. As shoWn 
in FIG. 16, front side 12 has movably attached door 115 With 
a latching mechanism 120. It is to be understood that FIG. 16 
shoWs door 115 in the open position and disposed on top of 
top side 12 thereby providing opening 125 in cage 100. 

It is to be understood that outer covering 105 may be 
secured to cage 100 or not secured to cage 100. In an embodi 
ment in Which outer covering 105 is secured to cage 100, 
outer covering 105 may be secured by any suitable method. 
For instance, outer covering 105 may be secured to cage 100 
by one or more grooves 106 in outer covering 105 as best 
seem in FIG. 15a.As an example, portions of cage 100 may be 
suitably secured into a groove 106 disposed in outer covering 
105. 

FIG. 15 illustrates an embodiment of FIG. 13 With the outer 
covering 105 of top side 10 removed to expose top side 10 of 
cage 100. As shoWn, door 115 has latching mechanism 120. 

The sides of outer covering 105 may be attached by any 
suitable method. For instance, the sides may be connected by 
magnets, glue, hooks, and the like. In an embodiment, the 
sides are connected by magnets. Each side of outer covering 
105 may have any number of magnets suitable to suf?ciently 
secure one such side to another such side (e.g., by magnetic 
attraction to another side). The magnets may be secured to the 
exterior of the outer covering 105 (e. g., by glue) and/or may 
be embedded in the outer covering 105. It is to be understood 
that each side of outer covering 105 may be separated from 
another side by applying su?icient force to overcome the 
force of the magnet. Thereby, one or more sides of outer 
covering 105 may be removed to expose cage 100. FIG. 16 
illustrates an embodiment in Which all sides of outer covering 
105 have been removed. In an alternative embodiment, mag 
nets disposed on the outer covering 105 may also be used to 
secure outer covering 105 to cage 100. For instance, FIG. 17 
illustrates an embodiment in Which magnets 130 on the outer 
covering 105 of door 115 secure such outer covering 105 of 
door 115 to the cage portion 105 of door 115. As shoWn in 
FIG. 16, multiple function animal fumiture system 5 may also 
comprise a detachable mat 140. 

As mentioned, the structure and system of the multiple 
function animal furniture piece 5 provides the oWner of an 
animal With the versatile means for providing care for the 
animal. This structure and system may accommodate activi 
ties for animals of all ages and siZes. The structure serves as 
both a dWelling for small animals as Well as a training cage to 
teach certain behaviors. In addition, an internal storage capac 
ity is provided. The ability to store the detachable compo 
nents of the system Within the structure facilitates managing 
this system. The portability of the structure enables the oWner 
to position it at any location. As mentioned, oWners may use 
it as a bed for the animal or as a means for the animal to climb 

into the oWner’s bed. The attachable ramp may also facilitate 
animals of all ages and siZes in climbing the ramp to the top 
side of the structure. At the animal’ s death, the structure may 
serve as a container cof?n in Which to bury the animal. 

It is to be understood that sides 12, 14, 16, and 18 are for 
illustration and explanatory purposes and embodiments 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

8 
described for one of such particular sides may be suitable for 
one or more other of such sides. 

FIG. 18 illustrates an embodiment in Which multiple func 
tion animal fumiture piece 5 comprises a base 500 and an 
outer covering 510. Cage 100 is not shoWn for illustration 
purposes. Base 500 comprises any material suitable for use 
With an animal cage. Without limitation, examples of suitable 
materials include plastic, ceramic, stainless steel, and the like. 
Preferable materials include plastic. Base 500 preferably 
comprises a similar con?guration to that of outer covering 
510. In addition, base 500 has a Width and length suitable for 
outer covering 510 to be disposed inside of base 500. Prefer 
ably, outer covering 510 is disposed Within su?icient prox 
imity to base 500 for magnets 515 disposed Within base 500 
and/or outer covering 510 to provide a desirable stability 
(e.g., lateral and vertical stability) to outer covering 510. Base 
500 may comprise any height suitable for providing strength 
and integrity to outer covering 510. In an embodiment, the 
height of base 500 is less than the height of outer covering 
510. 

As shoWn in FIG. 18, outer covering 510 comprises mag 
nets 515. In alternative embodiments , base 500 and/or outer 
covering 510 comprise magnets 515. Magnets 515 may be 
attached to base 500 and/or outer covering 510 and/ or may be 
embedded in base 500 (see FIG. 18a and 2111) and/or outer 
covering 510. In such an embodiment, multiple function ani 
mal furniture piece 5 may comprise any desired number and 
type of magnets. In an embodiment (not illustrated), magnets 
515 are disposed in base 500. In such an embodiment, metal 
(or like material that is attractive to a magnetic force) may be 
attached to outer covering 510 in suf?cient locations that 
When outer covering 510 is placed in base 500, the magnets 
515 secure outer covering 510 to base 500. The metal may be 
attached to outer covering 510 by any suitable means such as 
by glue. For instance, the metal may be disposed in locations 
on outer covering 510 that correspond to locations on base 
500. The magnets 515 also may serve to laterally and verti 
cally secure cage 100. 

As further shoWn in FIG. 18, multiple function animal 
furniture piece 5 may also comprise a grate 520. Grate 520 
comprises any suitable grate-like shape and con?guration. 
Without limitation, grate 520 comprises openings of a su?i 
cient diameter to alloW animal Waste to fall through grate 520. 
In another embodiment see in FIG. 18a and 2111, a pan 522 is 
disposed beneath grate 520. Pan 522 may be comprised of any 
suitable material. Without being limited by theory, animal 
Waste that falls through grate 520 is captured by pan 522. 
Grate 520 and pan 522 are slidably insertable into base 500. 
Grate 520 and pan 522 may be inserted and removed from 
base 500 in the directions as illustrated by arroW 525. In an 
embodiment (not illustrated), grate 520 and pan 522 are 
inserted into base 500 through an opening in base 500. 

FIG. 19 illustrates a top vieW of an embodiment of base 
500. In such an embodiment, base 500 comprises a plurality 
of drain holes 530. Without being limited by theory, drain 
holes 530 alloW ?uid such as Water to pass into the pan. FIG. 
20 illustrates an embodiment of base 500 having a different 
con?guration than that shoWn in FIG. 19. 

FIG. 21 illustrates a cross sectional side vieW of an embodi 
ment of base 500 having a lip 580. In such an embodiment, lip 
580 provides a cavity 540 in Which grate 520 may be inserted. 
For instance, lip 580 comprises a raised portion of base 500. 
The Walls 570 and corners 560 of base 500 are disposed upon 
lip 580, Which provides cavity 540 for insertion of grate 520. 
In such an embodiment, the pan is disposed beneath grate 
520, Which provides spacing in cavity 540 betWeen the grate 
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520 and the pan. Lip 580 may also comprise one or more drain 
holes 530. As further illustrated, magnets 515 may disposed 
on corner 560 and Wall 570. 

Although the present invention and its advantages have 
been described in detail, it should be understood that various 
changes, substitutions and alterations may be made herein 
Without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
de?ned by the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An animal housing, comprising: 
a cage; 

an outer covering comprising a plurality of outer covering 
sides, Wherein the outer covering comprises a ?rst outer 
covering side secured to a second outer covering side by 
a magnet; and 

a base, Wherein the base comprises a plurality of base 
magnets, Wherein the plurality of base magnets secure 
the cage and the outer covering to the base. 

2. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein at least one of 
the outer covering sides comprises an opening comprising a 
character shape. 

3. The animal housing of claim 2, Wherein the at least one 
of the outer covering sides comprises more than one opening. 

4. The animal housing of claim 2, Wherein the character 
shape comprises an animal shape, a cartoon ?gure shape, a 
toy shape, a letter shape, a number shape, or a symbol shape. 

5. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein the plurality of 
base magnets secure the outer covering to the base. 
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6. The animal housing of claim 1, further comprising a 

grate. 
7. The animal housing of claim 6, further comprising a pan. 
8. The animal housing of claim 7, Wherein the grate and the 

pan are insertable and removeable from the base. 
9. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein the base further 

comprises a lip, and Wherein the lip provides a cavity in the 
base. 

10. The animal housing of claim 9, Wherein a grate and a 
pan are insertable into the cavity. 

11. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein the base com 
prises a drain hole. 

12. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein the cage com 
prises, metal, Wood, ceramic, or plastic. 

13. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein the cage com 
prises metal. 

14. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein the outer 
covering is secured to the cage. 

15. The animal housing of claim 14, Wherein the outer 
covering is secured to the cage by at least one magnet. 

16. The animal housing of claim 14, Wherein the outer 
covering is secured to the cage by at least one groove. 

17. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein the outer 
covering comprises natural or synthetic Wood, veneer, vinyl, 
Wicker, plastic, or ceramic. 

18. The animal housing of claim 1, Wherein the outer 
covering comprises Wood. 

* * * * * 


