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RODENT GUARD 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application claims the bene?t of US. Provisional 
PatentApplication Ser. No. 60/933,082, ?led Jun. 4, 2007, the 
entirety of Which is incorporated by reference herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This disclosure is directed generally to gutter systems for 
collecting rainWater, and more particularly, to rodent guards 
for preventing rodents from entering gutter doWnspouts. 

BACKGROUND 

Conventional gutter systems effectively catch rainWater 
from roofs and channel the rainWater to a desired location to 
eliminate Washouts in undesired locations. Some of the 
doWnspouts terminate at the ground and provide unob 
structed pathWays for rodents to travel to the roof of a struc 
ture and ultimately into the structure. Rodents often carry 
diseases and create unhealthy conditions. In addition, rodents 
can be very destructive Within structures, such as homes and 
other buildings. Thus, a need exists for preventing rodents 
from entering a gutter system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A rodent guard con?gured to be attached to an end of a 
gutter for preventing rodents from entering the gutter, climb 
ing the gutter to the roof and entering a house is disclosed. The 
rodent guard may be formed from a rodent guard body that is 
con?gured to ?t closely With an end of a gutter, such as, but 
not limited to a doWnspout, to prevent rodents from entering 
the gutter. The rodent guard may also include a perforated 
cover that may removably attached to the rodent guard body. 
The removability of the perforated cover facilitates removal 
of debris, such as leaves, from the gutters by ?rst removing 
the perforated cover. Because gutter doWnspouts are typically 
positioned at ground level, the gutter doWnspouts may be 
cleaned Without a person having to climb a ladder to clean the 
gutters at the rooftop height, thereby reducing the injury risk 
inherent When Working from a ladder. 

The rodent guard includes a rodent guard body con?gured 
to be attached to an end of a gutter, having a gutter receiving 
opening at one end and a cover receiving opening at a second 
end generally opposite to the ?rst end. The rodent guard may 
also include a perforated cover removably attached to the 
rodent guard body at the second end that enables the cover to 
be removed from the rodent guard body during use such that 
debris Within the gutter can be easily removed from the gutter. 
The rodent guard body may ?t around a gutter. In particular, 
the rodent guard body may include inside dimensions that are 
larger than outside dimensions of the gutter such that the 
rodent guard body can be installed at the end of the gutter by 
positioning the rodent guard body around the outside of the 
gutter, thereby preventing the rodent guard body from 
obstructing Water ?oW through the gutter. The rodent guard 
body may also include a positioning ridge extending inWardly 
from an inner surface of the rodent guard body such that at 
least a portion of the positioning ridge contacts an end of the 
gutter When installed on a gutter to assist in proper positioning 
of the rodent guard body on the gutter. 

The rodent guard may include a positioning system formed 
from plurality of tabs extending from the perforated cover for 
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2 
removably attaching the perforated cover to the rodent guard 
body. At least one of the plurality of tabs may include a 
protrusion extending inWardly from an inner surface of the 
tab, and the rodent guard body may include a recess con?g 
ured to receive the protrusion extending from the tab such that 
the protrusion is positively seated Within the recess. The 
rodent guard body may also include tab guide recesses for 
receiving each of the tabs. 

The rodent guard may include at least one connector for 
attaching the rodent guard body to a gutter. The at least one 
connector may include at least one screW positioned in an 
ori?ce in the rodent guard body. The at least one screW may be 
offset from a centerline of the rodent guard body such that the 
screW is misaligned With a seam of the gutter to make instal 
lation easier. 
The perforations of the perforated cover may have areas of 

betWeen about 0.15 square inches and about 0.035 square 
inches. In particular, the perforations may be generally rect 
angular With dimensions no larger than about 0.375 inches. 
The perforated cover may also include indicia on the perfo 
rated cover With maintenance instructions, such as “Keep 
Clean.” The perforated cover may have an outer surface that is 
substantially ?ush With an outer surface of the rodent guard 
body. The rodent guard body and the perforated cover may be 
formed from a material With a color that substantially 
matches a color of the gutter to Which the gutter is attached. 
The perforated cover and the rodent guard body may be 
formed from a rigid material. 
An advantage of this invention is that the rodent guard 

prevents rodents from getting into a house by climbing into 
the doWnspout of a gutter system and up the gutter. 

Another advantage of this invention is that the rodent guard 
includes a removable face that facilitates easy access to debris 
Within the gutter at the ground level and does not require one 
to remove debris from a gutter at the roof height, thereby 
eliminating the risks inherent With Working from a ladder. 

Still another advantage of this invention is that the rodent 
guard enables one to easily see the debris in the gutter and 
permits easy removal. 

Another advantage of this invention is that the rodent guard 
slips over the end of a gutter doWnspout, thereby positioning 
the rodent guard body out of the How of Water, thereby less 
ening the degree of blockage by the guard. 

Yet another advantage of this invention is that the rodent 
guard can be manufactured in different siZes to accommodate 
different siZed gutters. 

These and other components are described in more detail 
beloW. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying draWings, Which are incorporated in 
and form a part of the speci?cation, illustrate embodiments of 
the presently disclosed invention and, together With the 
description, disclose the principles of the invention. 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a rodent guard attached to a 
gutter doWnspout. 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective vieW of the rodent guard 
shoWn in FIG. 1 and attached to a gutter doWnspout. 

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective vieW of the rodent guard 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective vieW of the rodent guard 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

As shoWn in FIGS. 1-4, a rodent guard 10 con?gured to be 
attached to an end 12 of a gutter 14 for preventing rodents 
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from entering the gutter 14, climbing the gutter 14 to the roof 
and entering a house is disclosed. The rodent guard 10 may be 
formed from a rodent guard body 18 that is con?gured to ?t 
closely With an end 12 of a gutter 14, such as, but not limited 
to a doWnspout, to prevent rodents from entering the gutter 
14. The rodent guard 10 may also include a perforated cover 
16 that may removably attached to the rodent guard body 18. 
The perforated cover 16 may be removed and replaced easily 
Without tools. The removability of the perforated cover 16 
facilitates removal of debris, such as leaves, from the gutters 
14 by removing the perforated cover 16 yet enables the rodent 
guard body 18 to remain attached to the gutter 14. Because 
gutter doWnspouts 14 are typically positioned at ground level, 
the gutter doWnspouts 14 may be cleaned Without a person 
having to climb a ladder to clean the gutters at the rooftop 
height, thereby reducing the injury risk. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 1-4, the rodent guard 10 may be formed 

from the rodent guardbody 18. The rodent guardbody 18 may 
con?gured to be attached to the end 12 of a gutter 14. The 
rodent guard body 18 may have a gutter receiving opening 20 
at one end 22 and a cover receiving opening 24 at a second end 
26 generally opposite to the ?rst end 22. The second end 26 
may have a beveled surface that facilitates a secure and 
smooth attachment of the perforated cover 16 to the rodent 
guard body 18. The rodent guard 10 may be formed from any 
appropriate rigid material, such as, but not limited to, plastics. 
In one embodiment, the rodent guard body 10 may be a 
unitary structure, and in other embodiments, may be formed 
from tWo or more pieces. The rodent guard body 18 may have 
inside dimensions that are larger than outside dimensions of 
the gutter 14 such that the rodent guard body 18 can be 
installed at the end of the gutter 14 by positioning the rodent 
guard body 18 around the outside of the gutter 14, thereby 
preventing the rodent guard body 18 from obstructing Water 
?oW through the gutter 14. In at least one embodiment, the 
inside dimensions of the rodent guard body 18 may be only 
slightly larger than the outside dimensions of the gutter 14 
such that the rodent guard body 18 may be slid onto the gutter 
14 Without forming gaps betWeen the rodent guard body 18 
and the gutter 14 that Would enable a rodent to enter the gutter 
14. Thus, the rodent guard body 18 may be siZed to be slightly 
larger than gutter 14 yet not too large that the purpose of the 
rodent guard 10 is defeated. 

The rodent guard 10 may also include the perforated cover 
1 6. The perforated cover 1 6 may be removably attached to the 
rodent guard body 18 at the second end 26 that enables the 
cover 16 to be removed from the rodent guard body 18 during 
use such that debris Within the gutter 14 can be easily removed 
from the gutter 14. In this position, an outer surface 54 of the 
perforated cover 16 may be substantially ?ush With an outer 
surface 52 of the rodent guard body 18. In other embodi 
ments, the perforated cover 16 may have other con?gurations 
in relation to the rodent guard body 18. In at least one embodi 
ment, the perforated cover may be attached directly to the 
doWnspout of the gutter 14 such that the rodent guard body 18 
is not needed. The perforated cover 16 may also include 
indicia 56 on the perforated cover 16 With maintenance 
instructions, such as “Keep Clean.” Other instructions may be 
included on the cover 16 as needed. 

The perforations 28 may be siZed such that rodents may not 
cheW on the cover 16 and obtain access to the gutter 14. For 
instance, the perforations 28 of the perforated cover 16 have 
areas of betWeen about 0.15 square inches and about 0.035 
square inches. In one embodiment, the perforations 28 may 
be generally rectangular With long dimensions betWeen about 
3/8 inch and about 3/16 inch. In another embodiment, the per 
forations 28 may be generally rectangular With dimensions no 
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4 
larger than about 0.375 inch (3/s inch). The perforated cover 
16 may be formed from appropriate rigid materials, such as, 
but not limited to, plastic. The perforated cover 16 and the 
rodent guard body 18 may be formed from the same materials 
and may be formed from the same color. The color of the 
rodent guard 10 may be matched With the color of the gutter 
14. 
The rodent guard 10 may include a positioning system 30 

formed from plurality of tabs 32 extending from the perfo 
rated cover 16 for removably attaching the perforated cover 
16 to the rodent guard body 18. The tabs 32 may extend from 
the perforated cover 16 or in an alternative embodiment, the 
tabs 32 may extend from the rodent guard body 18. The tabs 
32 may extend from opposite sides of the rodent guard body 
18 and be generally parallel to each other. One or more of the 
tabs 32 may include one or more protrusions 34 extending 
inWardly from an inner surface 36 of the tab 32. The rodent 
guard body 18 may include a recess 38 con?gured to receive 
the protrusion 34 extending from the tab 32 such that the 
protrusion 34 is positively seated Within the recess 38. The 
positioning system 30 may be con?gured such that When the 
perforated cover 16 is slid onto the rodent guard body 18, the 
tabs 32 ?ex outWardly and the protrusions 34 are forced into 
the recesses 38. The tabs and protrusions 34 create an audible 
snap When the protrusions 34 are moved into the recesses 38. 
In this position, the tabs 32 may ?t Within tab guide recesses 
40 in the outer surface of the rodent guard body 18 for receiv 
ing the tabs 32. The outer surface 54 of the rodent guard body 
18 may include ?nger pull indentations 42 that facilitate 
removal of the perforated cover 16. The ?nger pull indenta 
tions 42 may be any appropriate shape and siZe. 

The rodent guard body 18 may include a positioning ridge 
44 extending inWardly from an inner surface 46 of the rodent 
guard body 18 such that at least a portion of the positioning 
ridge 44 contacts an end of the gutter 14 When installed on a 
gutter 14 to assist in proper positioning of the rodent guard 
body 18 on the gutter 14. In particular, the positioning ridge 
44 prevents the rodent guard body 18 from being pushed too 
far onto a gutter 14 such that the gutter 14 extends out of the 
second end 26. The positioning ridge 44 may be any appro 
priate shape and siZe. The positioning ridge 44 may be con 
tinuous or discontinuous and may extend about a portion of 
the inner surface 46 of the rodent guard body 18 or extend 
continuously about the perimeter of the inner surface 46. 
The rodent guard 10 may include one or more connectors 

48 for attaching the rodent guard body 18 to a gutter 14. In one 
embodiment, the connector 48 may be one or more screWs 
positioned in an ori?ce 50 in the rodent guard body 18. The 
ori?ce 50 may be positioned in a raised connector receiving 
area for obscuring the connector 48 from vieW. The ori?ce 50 
may also include a beveled surface that facilitates attachment 
of the connector to the gutter 14. The screWs may be formed 
from any appropriate materials, such as, but not limited to, 
metals including rust resistant galvanized steel and stainless 
steel. The connector 48 may also be a self-tapping screW. The 
connector 48 may be offset from a centerline of the rodent 
guard body 18 such that the screW is misaligned With a seam 
of the gutter 14, thereby facilitating easy assembly. 

During use, the rodent guard 10 may be installed onto a 
gutter 14 by sliding the rodent guard body 18 onto the end 12 
of the gutter 14 until the end 12 of the gutter 14 contacts the 
positioning ridge 44. The connector 48 may be attached to the 
gutter 14 to prevent the rodent guard 10 from being inadvert 
ently removed from the gutter 14. During use, collected rain 
Water ?oWs doWn through the gutter 14 and doWnspout and 
?oWs through the perforated cover 16. Debris may collect in 
the gutter 14 at the perforated cover 16. The debris may be 
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visible Without removing the perforated cover 16. Thus, the 
rodent guard 10 may be easily monitored by looking at the 
perforated cover 16 for debris collected there. If debris is 
present, the perforated cover 16 may be easily removed using 
the ?nger pull indentations 42 to facilitate grabbing the tabs 
32 on the perforated cover 16 and sliding the perforated cover 
16 off of the rodent guard body 18. The debris may be 
removed by grabbing the debris and removing it from the 
gutter 14. The perforated cover 16 may be replaced by push 
ing the perforated cover 16 onto the rodent guard body 18 
such that the tabs 32 slide into the tab guide recess 40 so that 
the protrusions 34 reside Within the recesses 38, thereby 
positively seating the protrusions 34 Within the recesses 38. In 
this position, the protrusions 34 are locked into the recessed 
38 thereby preventing inadvertent release of the perforated 
cover 16 from the rodent guard body 18. 

The foregoing is provided for purposes of illustrating, 
explaining, and describing embodiments of this invention. 
Modi?cations and adaptations to these embodiments Will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art and may be made Without 
departing from the scope or spirit of this invention. 

1 claim: 
1. A rodent guard, comprising: 
a rodent guard body con?gured to be attached to an end of 

a gutter, having a gutter receiving opening at one end and 
a cover receiving opening at a second end generally 
opposite to the ?rst end; and 

a perforated cover removably attached to the rodent guard 
body at the second end that enables the cover to be 
removed from the rodent guard body during use such 
that debris Within the gutter can be easily removed from 
the gutter; and 

a positioning system formed from plurality of tabs extend 
ing from the perforated cover in a direction of How of 
Water through the rodent guard for removably attaching 
the perforated cover to an outer surface of the rodent 
guard body. 

2. The rodent guard of claim 1, Wherein the rodent guard 
body has inside dimensions that are larger than outside 
dimensions of the gutter such that the rodent guard body can 
be installed at the end of the gutter by positioning the rodent 
guard body around the outside of the gutter, thereby prevent 
ing the rodent guard body from obstructing ?uid ?oW through 
the gutter. 

3. The rodent guard of claim 2, further comprising a posi 
tioning ridge extending inWardly from an inner surface of the 
rodent guard body such that at least a portion of the position 
ing ridge contacts an end of the gutter When installed on a 
gutter to assist in proper positioning of the rodent guard body 
on the gutter. 

4. The rodent guard of claim 1, Wherein at least one of the 
plurality of tabs includes a protrusion extending inWardly 
from an inner surface of the tab and Wherein the rodent guard 
body includes a recess con?gured to receive the protrusion 
extending from the tab such that the protrusion is positively 
seated Within the recess. 

5. The rodent guard of claim 1, Wherein the rodent guard 
body includes tab guide recesses for receiving each of the 
tabs. 

6. The rodent guard of claim 1, further comprising at least 
one connector for attaching the rodent guard body to the 
gutter. 
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7. The rodent guard of claim 6, Wherein the at least one 

connector comprises at least one screW positioned in an ori 
?ce in the rodent guard body. 

8. The rodent guard of claim 7, Wherein the at least one 
screW is offset from a centerline of the rodent guard body such 
that the screW is misaligned With a seam of the gutter. 

9. The rodent guard of claim 1, Wherein the perforations of 
the perforated cover have areas of betWeen about 0.15 square 
inches and about 0.035 square inches. 

10. The rodent guard of claim 9, Wherein the perforations 
are generally rectangular With dimensions no larger than 
about 0.375 inches. 

11. The rodent guard of claim 1, further comprising indicia 
on the perforated cover With maintenance instructions. 

12. The rodent guard of claim 1 Wherein the perforated 
cover has an outer surface that is substantially ?ush With an 
outer surface of the rodent guard body. 

13. The rodent guard of claim 1, Wherein the rodent guard 
body and the perforated cover are formed from a material 
With a color that substantially matches a color of the gutter to 
Which the gutter is attached. 

14. The rodent guard of claim 1, Wherein the perforated 
cover is formed from a rigid material. 

15. A rodent guard, comprising: 
a rodent guard body con?gured to be attached to an end of 

a gutter, having a gutter receiving opening at one end and 
a cover receiving opening at a second end generally 
opposite to the ?rst end; 

a perforated cover formed from a rigid material and remov 
ably attached to the rodent guard body at the second end 
that enables the cover to be removed from the rodent 
guard body during use such that debris Within the gutter 
can be easily removed from the gutter; 

Wherein the rodent guard body has inside dimensions that 
are larger than outside dimensions of the gutter such that 
the rodent guard body can be installed at the end of the 
gutter by positioning the rodent guard body around the 
outside of the gutter, thereby preventing the rodent guard 
body from obstructing ?uid ?oW through the gutter; and 

a positioning system formed from plurality of tabs extend 
ing from the perforated cover for removably attaching 
the perforated cover to the rodent guard body; 

Wherein at least one of the plurality of tabs includes a 
protrusion extending inWardly from an inner surface of 
the tab and Wherein the rodent guard body includes a 
recess con?gured to receive the protrusion extending 
from the tab such that the protrusion is positively seated 
Within the recess. 

16. The rodent guard of claim 15, further comprising a 
positioning ridge extending inWardly from an inner surface of 
the rodent guard body such that at least a portion of the 
positioning ridge contacts an end of the gutter When installed 
on a gutter to assist in proper positioning of the rodent guard 
body on the gutter. 

17. The rodent guard of claim 15, further comprising at 
least one connector for attaching the rodent guard body to the 
gutter that is offset from a centerline of the rodent guard body 
such that the screW is misaligned With a seam of the gutter. 

18. The rodent guard of claim 15, Wherein the perforations 
of the perforated cover have areas of betWeen about 0.15 
square inches and about 0.035 square inches. 

* * * * * 


