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SUBSCRIPTION MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
FOR SECURE MESSAGING SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to cryptographic systems, and more 
particularly, to subscription management services for secure 
messaging systems. 

It is often desirable to encrypt sensitive electronic commu 
nications such as email messages. With symmetric key cryp 
tographic arrangements, the sender of a message uses the 
same key to encrypt the message that the recipient of the 
message uses to decrypt the message. Symmetric key systems 
require that each sender and recipient exchange a shared key 
in a secure manner. 

With public key cryptographic systems, tWo types of keys 
are usedipublic keys and private keys. Senders may encrypt 
messages using the public keys of recipients. Each recipient 
has a private key that is used to decrypt the messages for that 
recipient. 

To ensure the authenticity of the public keys in traditional 
public key systems and thereby defeat possible man-in-the 
middle attacks, public keys may be provided to senders With 
a certi?cate signed by a trusted certi?cate authority. The 
certi?cate may be used to verify that the public key belongs to 
the intended recipient of the sender’s message. Public key 
encryption systems that use this type of traditional approach 
are said to use the public key infrastructure (PKI) and are 
referred to as PKI cryptographic systems. 

Identity-based-encryption (IBE) public key cryptographic 
systems have also been proposed. As With PKI cryptographic 
systems, a sender in an IBE system may encrypt a message for 
a given recipient using the recipient’s public key. The recipi 
ent may then decrypt the message using the recipient’s cor 
responding private key. The recipient can obtain the private 
key from a private key generator associated With the recipient. 

Unlike PKI schemes, IBE schemes generally do not require 
the sender to look up the recipient’s public key. Rather, a 
sender in an IBE system may generate a given recipient’s IBE 
public key based on knoWn rules. For example, a message 
recipient’s email address or other identity-based information 
may be used as the recipient’s public key, so that a sender may 
create the IBE public key of a recipient by simply determining 
the recipient’s email address. 

The operation of a cryptographic system requires ongoing 
maintenance. In some situations, the responsibility for the 
operation of a cryptographic system may rest With a single 
organization. The organization can perform setup operations 
such as the distribution and installation of encryption and 
decryption softWare. During operation of the system, the 
organization may use a key server to distribute keys to autho 
rized users Within the organization. This type of arrangement 
may Work satisfactorily for closed environments in Which all 
communications take place betWeen users Within the organi 
zation. 

HoWever, in more open environments users are not all 
associated With the same organization. A sender associated 
With one organization may desire to send an encrypted email 
to a recipient in another organization Who in turn desires to 
forWard the message to a recipient in a different organization. 
Issues such as softWare installation, key distribution, billing, 
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2 
and support need to be addressed if secure communications 
are to be successful in this type of environment. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to systems and methods for 
supporting secure messaging. The invention also relates to 
enrollment operations, billing operations, and other subscrip 
tion management functions for secure messaging systems. 

Messages such as email messages may be encrypted and 
decrypted using client softWare installed on users computers. 
The client softWare may include an encryption engine for 
encrypting email messages. Encryption may be performed 
using PKI or IBE encryption algorithms. The client softWare 
may also include a decryption engine for decrypting the 
encrypted email messages. 
A service provider may perform functions such as provid 

ing doWnloads of the client softWare or providing private keys 
for decryption. Customers Who have subscribed to the ser 
vices of the service provider can be provided With services 
such as client softWare doWnloads and private keys. Under 
certain circumstances, the recipients of email messages from 
a customer of the service provider may also be provided With 
these services, even if they are not customers of the service 
provider themselves. 

In a typical scenario, a sender may send an encrypted email 
message to a recipient over the Internet. When the recipient 
receives the encrypted email, the recipient generates a service 
request. The service request asks a service provider to provide 
the recipient With a copy of the client softWare and/or a copy 
of the recipient’ s private key. If the recipient is authorized, the 
service provider can provide the client softWare to the recipi 
ent over the Internet or can use a private key service to provide 
the recipient With the recipient’s private key. The private key 
may be used by the decryption engine in the client softWare to 
decrypt the encrypted email for the recipient. 
The service provider may have a subscription management 

service. The subscription management service may be used to 
determine Whether a given recipient Who has provided a ser 
vice request to the service provider is authorized to have that 
request satis?ed. If, for example, the recipient has received an 
email from a sender Who is a member of an organization that 
is a direct customer of the service provider, the recipient may 
be provided With the requested service even if the recipient is 
not a member of an organization that is a customer. The 
subscription management service can handle enrollment 
operations and billing operations. Additional functions, such 
as data mining operations for fraud detection and prevention, 
may also be performed by the subscription management ser 
vice or other services at the service provider. 

To ensure that only properly authorized recipients obtain 
services from the service provider, the client softWare used at 
each sender can automatically create sender-recipient map 
ping information that relates the recipient to the sender. The 
sender-recipient mapping information can be authenticated 
(e. g., by digitally signing the sender-recipient mapping infor 
mation at the sender or by using a hash function or other 
arrangement for securing this information). When the recipi 
ent sends a service request to the service provider, the recipi 
ent can provide the authenticated sender-recipient mapping 
information to the service provider. The service provider can 
verify the authenticity of the sender-recipient mapping infor 
mation (e. g., by verifying its digital signature or hash function 
information). Once this information has been veri?ed, the 
service provider can be assured that the recipient received a 
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communication from the sender. The service provider can 
provide appropriate services to the recipient based on this 
knowledge. 

Further features of the invention, its nature and various 
advantages will be more apparent from the accompanying 
drawings and the following detailed description of the pre 
ferred embodiments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an illustrative system in which 
messages may be encrypted and decrypted in accordance 
with the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a ?ow chart of illustrative steps involved in using 
PKI encryption to support secure messaging in accordance 
with the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a ?ow chart of illustrative steps involved in using 
identity-based-encryption techniques to support secure mes 
saging in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing how a service provider may 
use a subscription management service and customer regis 
tration information to support operations in a cryptographic 
system in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a diagram of an illustrative email message con 
taining a link that a recipient can click on to submit a service 
request to a service provider in accordance with the present 
invention. 

FIG. 6 is an illustrative user status list in accordance with 
the present invention. 

FIG. 7 is an illustrative list of primary attributes in accor 
dance with the present invention. 

FIG. 8 is an illustrative list of senders and associated recipi 
ents of messages in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 9a and FIG. 9b contain a ?ow chart of illustrative 
steps involved in satisfying a service request in accordance 
with the present invention. 

FIG. 10 is a ?ow chart of illustrative steps that may be 
performed using subscription management service database 
information in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention relates to cryptographic systems 
such as systems for supporting secure messaging. The inven 
tion also relates to systems and methods for service providers 
to perform system management and control functions such as 
those involved in subscription management, enrollment, and 
billing operations. 

Equipment of the type shown in FIG. 1 may be used to 
support secure messaging. A user in system 10 may send a 
secure message to one or more other users over a communi 

cations network 14. A sender is a user who sends a message. 
A recipient is a user who receives a message. 

The messages that are carried by the system need not be 
email messages, although email messages are used as an 
example. The messages may be email messages, instant mes 
sages, or any other suitable electronically-conveyed message. 
Messages may include any digital information (e.g., text, 
graphics, audio, video, commands, executable code, data, 
etc.) that it is desired to convey electronically between send 
ers and recipients. 

Users may communicate with each other using equipment 
12. Equipment 12 (and the equipment for the other entities in 
the system) may, for example, include computing equipment 
such as a personal computers, portable computers, worksta 
tions, mainframe computers, networked computers or termi 
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4 
nals such as computer terminals that are connected to the 
Internet using a host computer in a local area network, hand 
held computers, or any other suitable electronic equipment. 
The equipment of FIG. 1 may be interconnected by com 

munications paths in communications network 14. Network 
14 may include the Internet and other wide area networks, one 
or more local area networks, switched telephone networks, 
networks such as virtual private networks, networks includ 
ing dedicated leased lines, networks based on wired or wire 
less paths, or any other networks formed using any other 
suitable network technology. 
The operation of system 10 may involve the use of tradi 

tional public-key cryptographic techniques such as those 
used with RSA public-key cryptography. For example, a 
sender may use the RSA algorithm or other traditional public 
key encryption algorithm to encrypt a message for a recipient, 
using the recipient’s public key. The recipient’s public key 
may be obtained over communications network 14. A certi? 
cate from a trusted certi?cate authority may be used to ensure 
the authenticity of the public key. Digital signatures can also 
be implemented using traditional public-key-encryption 
techniques. These traditional public key cryptographic tech 
niques use the so-called “public key infrastructure” and are 
referred to herein as “PKI” cryptographic techniques. 
The operation of system 10 may also involve the use of 

identity-based-encryption (IBE) cryptographic techniques. 
These cryptographic techniques are referred to herein as 
“IBE” or “IB” cryptographic techniques. IB cryptography 
may be used for encryption and decryption operations and for 
digital signatures. 
PKI and IBE encryption schemes use an asymmetric 

approach. Some information (so-called public key informa 
tion) is used to encrypt data. Other corresponding information 
(so-called private key information) is used to decrypt the 
encrypted data. 
One or more services such as private key service 24 may be 

used to provide private keys. A private key service may 
include one or more IBE private key generators such as IBE 
private key generator 16 for generating IBE private keys. PKI 
private keys may be generated using one or more PKI private 
key generators. After private keys are generated, they may be 
stored in a PKE private key store such as PKE private key 
store 26 at key service 24. If desired, service 24 may include 
a PKI private key generator. 

Messages may be encrypted at a sender using an encryp 
tion engine. Encrypted messages may be decrypted at a 
recipient using a decryption engine. The encryption engine 
and decryption engine may use IBE and/or PKE encryption 
algorithms to encrypt and decrypt message content. 

In one suitable scenario, user have software applications 
(“client software”) such as email applications, email applica 
tions with web browser engines (i.e., built-in web browser 
capabilities), web browser applications, document creation 
and editing applications, image viewers, media players, etc. 
The functions of the encryption and decryption engines may 
be provided using stand-alone encryption and decryption 
applications or using encryption and decryption software 
components that are integrated with these applications. As an 
example, an email program such as an email program used by 
a sender may have an encryption engine. The encryption 
engine may be provided as part of the native code in the email 
application or may be installed as a plug-in module. As 
another example, a recipient may have a decryption engine 
that is built into the recipient’s email application (and other 
applications) or may be provided as a separate software com 
ponent. 
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Various computing devices may be used in system 10. For 
example, computing equipment may be used to implement 
the functions of a server or other computer equipment at each 
IBE private key generator 1 6, at each PKI private key store 26, 
etc. Servers 30 may also be used to support the functions of an 
IBE public parameter directory, an IBE public parameter 
host, a PKI public key database, a certi?cate authority, mail 
servers, and other entities. Such servers may be co-located 
With a sender or sender’s organization, may be connected to 
the netWork 14 as an independent third-party service, may be 
part of the infrastructure of netWork 14, may be associated 
With a given recipient’ s organiZation, may be co-located With 
the recipient, private key generator, or other equipment, or 
may used at more than one of these locations. These are 
merely illustrative arrangements Which need not be mutually 
exclusive. 
A server may be formed using a single computer or mul 

tiple computers. Multiple servers may be implemented on one 
computer. If desired, the functions of a single server may be 
provided by computers that are distributed over a number of 
different physical locations. The functions implemented 
using servers in system 10 may generally be performed using 
other computer equipment con?gurations if desired, but the 
computing equipment for implementing these functions is 
sometimes referred to as a “server” or “servers” for clarity. 
Services in system 10 (e.g., service 24 of FIG. 1) may be 
implemented using softWare running on servers or any other 
suitable computing equipment. 
A sender may send a message to a given recipient over 

system 10 using any suitable messaging format. For example, 
an email message, an instant message (e.g., an AOL instant 
message, a Yahoo instant message, an MSN Messenger 
instant message, and ICQ instant message, an IBM/Lotus 
Sametime instant message, etc.), or other electronic message 
may be sent. For clarity, the present invention is generally 
described in the context of email messages. This is merely 
illustrative. Any suitable type of messages may be conveyed 
betWeen senders and receivers if desired. 
Some user activities in system 10, such as sending person 

to-person email messages, involve at least some manual inter 
vention. For example, a person Who desires to send a person 
ally-composed text message must type the message before it 
is encrypted and sent to the appropriate recipient. Other user 
activities in system 10 may be entirely automated so that no 
human intervention is generally required. As one example, 
the user at one device 12 may be a banking institution that 
desires to use encrypted email communications to deliver 
encrypted bank statements to account holders at other devices 
12 over communications netWork 14. The statement prepara 
tion and distribution processes may be automated so that no 
operator intervention is generally needed at the banking insti 
tution’ s equipment once the system has been properly set up. 
User receipt of the statements may also be automated. System 
functions involved in presenting on-screen options for 
humans to respond to (e.g., by clicking on them using a 
computer mouse) can be automated using softWare running 
on the components of the system. Situations Where a particu 
lar function may involve manual intervention or a computer 
implemented operation Will be clear from context in the fol 
loWing discussion. 

During operation of system 10, certain entities such as a 
service provider operating a private key service 24 may need 
to verify that a given party has permission to obtain a private 
key, to doWnload neW client softWare (including, e.g., a 
decryption algorithm), to access the contents of a particular 
message, or to perform other functions. In general, the entity 
performing such authentication and authorization processes 
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6 
may use any suitable manual or automatic techniques. For 
example, a party may be asked to fax or mail a letter to an 
authenticating entity on the party’s of?cial letterhead, Which 
is examined for authenticity by personnel or automated 
equipment at the authenticating entity. As another example, 
biometric identi?cation techniques (e.g., ?ngerprint analysis, 
eye-scanning, handprint or voiceprint analysis, facial recog 
nition methods, or in-person identi?cation checks) may be 
used. HardWare-based arrangements (e. g., based on hardWare 
tokens) may be used to establish identity. A user may provide 
credentials in the form of a pre-established user name and 
passWord. Certi?cate authorities may create digital certi? 
cates that help to verify the identities of certain parties. Digital 
signatures (e. g., signatures from a certi?cate authority or 
other entity that use private keys and that can be veri?ed using 
matching public keys) may be used to ensure that a message 
or other signed information is associated With a particular 
party. Sometimes an authentication process in system 10 may 
involve the generation of a ticket such as a Kerberos ticket or 
other proof of authoriZation. User authentication operations 
are generally described herein Without need to distinguish 
betWeen information such as ticket information that is derived 
from or based on recipient credential information and the 
underlying usemame and passWord or other recipient creden 
tial information that is entered by a user. 

Sometimes authentication information and other informa 
tion (in addition to the messages being sent from the senders 
to the recipients in system 10) such as public and private keys 
or client softWare doWnloads must be conveyed betWeen par 
ties securely (e.g., betWeen a sender and a private key gen 
erator or betWeen equipment associated With a recipient and a 
private key generator, etc.). A number of different approaches 
may be used to convey information in system 10 securely. For 
example, information may be conveyed securely over a 
secure communications path such as a communications path 
that uses the secure sockets layer protocol (SSL) or other 
suitable secure protocol (e.g., TLS), a communications path 
may be trusted because it is under the control of a trusted party 
(e.g., because the communications path is physically under 
the control of a trusted party), and information may be con 
veyed securely by encrypting the information (e. g., in a mes 
sage) before sending it over an insecure (or secure) link. 
To enhance the e?iciency of the IBE and PKI decryption 

and encryption processes, “tWo-step” decryption techniques 
may be used in Which a message key (e. g., a symmetric 
message key) is used to encrypt the contents of a message 
prior to transmission to the recipient. Public key encryption 
may then be used to encrypt the symmetric message key. The 
message that is sent from the sender to the recipient contains 
the IBE-encrypted or PKl-encrypted message key and the 
message-key-encrypted message contents. During decryp 
tion, the IBE private key or PKI private key corresponding to 
the public key that Was used to encrypt the message key may 
be used to decrypt the message key. The message key may 
then be used to decrypt the rest of the message. These tWo 
step processes may be more e?icient than “pure” or “single 
step” encryption algorithms in Which the PKI or IBE algo 
rithm alone is used to encrypt the entire message. Both types 
of approaches (and analogous multi-layer encryption 
approaches) are generally referred to herein as simply “IBE” 
or “PKI” or “public key” schemes for clarity. 
PKI encryption schemes may be implemented using any 

suitable scheme. As an example, the Well-knoWn RSA cryp 
tographic algorithm may be used for PKI encryption, decryp 
tion, digital signatures, and signature veri?cation operations. 
One or more PKI key generators may be used to generate 
public-key/private-key pairs. The public keys may be pub 
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lished for use by message senders Who desire to encrypt 
messages using PKI. Any suitable publishing scheme may be 
used to distribute PKI public keys. For example, PKI public 
keys may be distributed by users in a peer-to-peer fashion or 
may be placed on a directory or other public database for 
access by message senders over netWork 14, etc. PKI private 
keys may be made available to users using a private key 
service 24. 

Illustrative steps involved in using PKI techniques to sup 
port secure messaging functions in system 10 are shoWn in 
FIG. 2. 
At step 32, a sender may obtain the PKI public key of a 

desired recipient. For example, the sender may obtain the PKI 
public key of a desired recipient from a public database over 
communications netWork 14. 
At step 34, the sender may encrypt a message for the 

recipient using the PKI public key of the recipient and a PKI 
encryption algorithm implemented using the sender’s client 
softWare. All or part of the message content may be encrypted 
to create the encrypted message. For example, some informa 
tion, such as message header information may not be 
encrypted Whereas other information, such as message body 
text and one or more message attachments, may be encrypted. 
Clickable links or other interactive components may also be 
added to the message by the sender’s client. 

At step 36, the sender may send the encrypted message to 
the recipient over netWork 14. The recipient may receive the 
message. The message may pass through mail servers and 
other intermediate equipment betWeen the sender’s equip 
ment 12 and the recipient’s equipment 12. 

At step 38, the PKI private key of the recipient may be 
obtained for use by the decryption engine that is to decrypt the 
encrypted message. The PKI private key may be obtained 
from private key service 24 (FIG. 1). In general, crypto 
graphic operations such as message decryption may be per 
formed locally or using a remote service (e.g., a remote 
decryption service). For clarity, the present invention is often 
discussed in the context of local operations. 

During the process of obtaining the PKI private key, the 
recipient’s credentials may be required (e.g., by a private key 
service or an associated service) to prove that the key 
requester is authoriZed to obtain the private key. If desired, a 
given recipient may retain a copy of the PKI private key for 
use in future decryption operations. 

At step 40, after the PKI private key has been obtained, the 
decryption engine (e.g., the decryption engine in the recipi 
ent’s client) may be used to decrypt the encrypted message 
content. 

System 10 of FIG. 1 may also use IBE cryptographic 
techniques to encrypt and decrypt messages. IBE encryption 
schemes for system 10 can be implemented using a number of 
different cryptographic algorithms. One such scheme is based 
on quadratic residues (see, e.g., “An Identity Based Encryp 
tion Scheme Based on Quadratic Residues,” Eighth IMA 
International Conference on Cryptography and Coding, 
December 2001, Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, 
UK, by Clifford Cocks). Another suitable scheme is based on 
elliptic curves (see, e.g., “Identity-Based Encryption from the 
Weil Pairing,” by Dan Boneh and MattheW Franklin, 
extended abstract in Advances in Cryptology4Crypto 2001, 
Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Vol. 2139, Springer 
Verlag, pp. 231-229, August 2001). See also http://eprint.iac 
r.org/2001/090 by Dan Boneh and MattheW Franklin. With 
the approach described in the Work of Boneh and Franklin, 
IBE encryption is based on the properties of bilinear maps 
such as a Weil Pairing or Tate Paring. For clarity, aspects of 
the present invention Will sometimes be described in the 
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8 
context of an identity-based-encryption scheme such as the 
elliptic curve implementation described by Boneh and Fran 
klin. This is, hoWever, merely illustrative. Any suitable 
approach for IBE encryption may be used With system 10 if 
desired. 

Initially, When the system is set up, IBE private key gen 
erators (e.g., IBE private key generators such as IBE private 
key generator 16 of FIG. 1) each obtain or generate a master 
secret s. For example, each private key generator may create 
a master secret from a number that is randomly generated at 
the private key generator by a processor housed inside a 
tamper-proof enclosure. The master secret may also be pro 
duced off-site and delivered to the private key generator 16. 
The master secret (also sometimes referred to as a secret 

master key or a master key) is secret information that is used 
by the private key generator 16 to generate private keys. The 
recipient’s IBE private key can be used by the decryption 
engine in the recipient’s client to decrypt the encrypted mes 
sage. 

After the master secret s has been obtained, the IBE private 
key generator may use the master secret in generating IBE 
public parameter information. In the identity-based encryp 
tion approach of the above-mentioned Work of Boneh et al., 
the public parameter information that is generated includes 
public parameters P and sP. The parameter P may ?rst be 
generated by the IBE private key generator (e.g., using a 
random number generator). The parameter sP may then be 
generated by the IBE private key generator. The “multiplica 
tion” of s by P in the Boneh and Franklin Work is accom 
plished using the multiplication of integers With points on 
elliptic curves. While multiplication (calculating sP) is 
straightforward, the inverse operation (determining s from 
knoWledge of P and sP) is so computationally expensive that 
it is impractical for an attacker to obtain s in this Way. 
The IBE public parameter information (e.g., the param 

eters P and sP in an identity-based encryption process based 
on elliptic curves) may be numbers. In general, there is an 
equivalency betWeen numbers, letters, symbols, and other 
such schemes for representing information. Sometimes cer 
tain information (e.g., the master secret or public parameters) 
Will be described as being in number form and sometimes 
certain information (e.g., a user’s identity) may be described 
as being at least partly in character form (e.g., in the form of 
an email address). Because of the inherent equivalency 
betWeen these different representational schemes, the tech 
niques involved in converting letters or symbols into numbers 
or for representing multiple numbers or strings as a single 
number or other such operations are not described in detail 
herein. 

After the public parameter information (e.g., P and sP) has 
been determined, the IBE private key generator 16 may make 
this information available to senders in system 10. The public 
parameter information may be provided to the senders using 
any suitable technique. For example, recipients may send the 
public parameter information to senders in email messages or 
use other suitable peer-to-peer distribution schemes. If 
desired, the private key generator 16 may publish the public 
parameter information by using a directory service or by 
placing the public parameter information on a particular host 
server that a sender can reach using an associated domain 
name or other suitable service name that is generated based on 
the recipient’s public key (e.g., using a knoWn service-name 
generation rule). These are merely illustrative techniques for 
making the public parameter information available to users in 
system 10. Any suitable technique for making the public 
parameter information available to the users may be used if 
desired. 
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If the public parameter information includes more than one 
parameter, the parameters may be provided to the users 
together or separately. For example, parameters P and sP may 
be provided to a user together in a single transmission or 
separately in tWo transmissions. If parameters P and sP are 
provided separately, each parameter may be distributed using 
a different distribution mechanism. For example, P may be 
provided to a user over a secure sockets layer path and sP may 
be conveyed to the user in an encrypted email message. As 
another example, all users may knoW P in advance (e.g., P 
may be built into user software) and sP may be distributed 
electronically. If desired, P may be the same for all or sub 
stantially all users in the system. Moreover, P and sP may be 
combined to form the equivalent of a single number or param 
eter or may be subdivided (e.g., to form three or more public 
parameter sub-parts). If desired, some of the public parameter 
information may be distributed manually (e.g., by printed 
mail or by distributing a diskette or other computer-readable 
media to the user). 

Once the IBE public parameter information (e.g., public 
parameters P and sP) has been provided to a user (i.e., a 
sender) Who desires to send an IBE-encrypted message to 
another user (i.e., a recipient), the sender may encrypt and 
send the message to the recipient. An IBE encryption algo 
rithm in the encryption engine of the sender’s client may be 
used to encrypt the message. The encryption engine may use 
the public parameter information (e.g., P and sP) and an 
appropriate IBE public key to encrypt the message. For 
example, the encryption engine may encrypt the message 
using the IBE public key associated With the recipient. 
When the IBE-encrypted message is received, the IBE 

private key that corresponds to the IBE public key is used to 
decrypt the message. The IBE private key is generated by the 
IBE private key generator 16. A decryption engine that imple 
ments an IBE decryption algorithm may be used to decrypt 
the IBE-encrypted message. The decryption engine takes as 
inputs the IBE-encrypted message and the IBE private key 
and produces the unencrypted version of the message as an 
output. The decryption engine may be implemented in the 
client running on the recipient’s equipment. 

The encryption engine and decryption engine may use 
softWare to implement the desired IBE encryption and 
decryption algorithms. The encryption and decryption 
engines may be provided to equipment in the system as part of 
the softWare applications used by senders and recipients (e.g., 
email messaging software), as part of message management 
softWare provided to organiZations in system 10, as part of a 
mail server package, as part of an operating system, as part of 
a package of server administration tools, as a doWnloadable 
program or plug-in that is available to senders, recipients, and 
other parties in system 10, or using any other suitable tech 
nique. 

Identity-based encryption (IBE) is so named because the 
encryption process at the sender uses an IBE public key Q that 
is generally based on the recipient’s identity. The identity of 
a user in an IBE encryption scheme may be represented by 
any suitable string, number, or symbol. For example, the 
identity of a message recipient may be represented by or 
based on that recipient’s email address, name, or social secu 
rity number. IBE private key generator 16 may generate an 
IBE private key for appropriate users based on the IBE public 
keys (the Q’s) ofeach ofthese users (e.g., based on the users’ 
identities). 

The form of IBE public key Q that is used for a given IBE 
scheme depends on the security features that are desired. For 
example, user privileges may be made to automatically expire 
by automatically concatenating a validity period (e. g., a date 
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10 
or date range such as the current day of the year and year, the 
current month, starting and ending dates such as Jan. 2, 2003 
Jan. 10, 2003, or any other suitable time-related date-stamp 
information) With each user’ s email address to form Q values 
based not only on the users’ identities (i.e., email addresses) 
but also validity period information. The validity period acts 
as an access policy for the encrypted message that is more 
generally applicable than the user-speci?c email address 
identity information. 
When a validity period is used as part of an IBE public key 

Q, it is not permissible to access the contents of a message 
encrypted using that Q if the current date does not fall Within 
the speci?ed validity period. This policy may be enforced by 
the private key generators such as private key generator 16. If 
the current date is not Within the validity period speci?ed in 
the public key, a private key generator Will refuse to generate 
and provide an otherWise authoriZed key requester (e.g., a 
message recipient or authoriZed agent for the message recipi 
ent) With a copy of the corresponding private key that is 
needed to decrypt the message. With this approach, IBE pri 
vate keys do not have unlimited lifetimes, Which enhances the 
security of the system. 
As another example, users’ privileges may be restricted 

based on security clearance level. With this approach, secu 
rity clearance level information may be concatenated or oth 
erWise added to each user’s email address When forming the 
public keys Q (i.e., QIj oe@navy.com|top_secret, etc.). These 
approaches are merely illustrative of the Ways in Which 
policy-based criteria may be added to a user identity such as 
a user email address When forming the IBE public key for 
eachuser (e. g., the Q for each user).Any suitable approach for 
forming IBE public keys based on user identity information 
and additional criteria may be used if desired. 
A sender may send an IBE-encrypted message to multiple 

recipients. For example, a sender may send a message to a list 
of distinct email addresses, each associated With a different 
recipient each of Which has a different IBE private key. In this 
type of scenario, the sender encrypts the message sent to each 
recipient differently (i.e., using the appropriate IBE public 
key for each intended recipient). 

Illustrative steps involved in using IBE techniques to send 
encrypted messages in system 10 are shoWn in FIG. 3. 
At step 42, a sender Who desires to send a secure message 

to a recipient may obtain the IBE public key of the recipient 
and the IBE public parameter information. Any suitable tech 
nique may be used to provide the sender With the recipient’ s 
IBE public key Q and corresponding IBE public parameters 
(e.g., public parameters P and sP). As an example, a sender 
desiring to send an IBE-encrypted message may have infor 
mation suf?cient to construct the IBE public key Q of the 
intended message recipient. This information may include 
information on an individual recipient’s identity (e.g., an 
email address), information on hoW to construct the IBE 
public key Q from suitable access policy information (e.g., 
validity period, security level, subscription level, content rat 
ing, geographic region, etc.), or any other suitable identity 
information and/ or generally-applicable access policy infor 
mation that speci?es Which parties are alloWed to access the 
contents of the message and under What conditions such 
access is permitted. The sender may obtain the IBE public 
parameter information from a recipient, from a directory, 
from IBE private key generator 16, from an IBE public 
parameter host service, or from any other suitable entity in 
system 10. 
Once the sender has the IBE public key of the recipient and 

the appropriate corresponding public parameter information, 
the sender may, at step 44, use the IBE encryption process 
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(e. g., the process of the Work of Boneh and Franklin described 
above) to encrypt the message contents for the recipient. The 
IBE process may be implemented using software at the send 
er’ s equipment such as an encryption engine. The encryption 
engine may be a stand-alone process or application or may be 
incorporated into another process or application (e. g., as part 
of an email application or other client). The encryption engine 
may take as inputs (1) the message to be encrypted, (2) the 
IBE public parameter information (e.g., P and sP), and (3) the 
IBE public key Q. The IBE process implemented using the 
encryption engine produces an encrypted version of the mes 
sage as its output. 

At step 46, the sender may transmit the IBE-encrypted 
message to the recipient over communications netWork 14 
and the recipient may receive the message. A sender may 
transmit an IBE-encrypted message to a recipient using an 
email program or other suitable softWare. To decrypt the 
message, an appropriate IBE private key must be obtained. 
The IBE private key that is used for decrypting the message is 
related to the IBE public key Q and public parameter infor 
mation (e.g., P and sP) used When encrypting the message. 
Only the IBE private key that matches the IBE public key that 
Was used to encrypt the message may be used to decrypt the 
message. Generation of the IBE private key requires knoWl 
edge of the master secret s, so only the appropriate private key 
generator 16 can generate the recipient’s IBE private key 
based on the recipient’s IBE public key Q. 

With one suitable approach, the IBE private key for the 
recipient may be generated from the recipient’s IBE public 
key Q and the master secret s by using an appropriate math 
ematical function (e.g., the multiplication of integers With 
points on elliptic curves) to calculate the value of sQ. 

Before the recipient can obtain the IBE private key needed 
to decrypt the message content from the private key service 24 
and IBE private key generator 16, the authorization of the 
recipient to obtain a copy of the IBE private key can be 
veri?ed by the private key service (e.g., by IBE private key 
generator 16). 

Authorization to access the contents of a message may be 
veri?ed using authentication information (credentials) from 
the recipient and using other information (e.g., indepen 
dently-gathered information on the current date). The private 
key generator 16 may use the access policy embodied in the 
IBE public key (in conjunction With optional additional 
policy criteria) to determine Whether a given recipient is 
authorized. The recipient may act alone (i.e., When the IBE 
private key is used for local decryption) or a remote decryp 
tion service may act for the recipient. Once the IBE private 
key generator 16 veri?es that the recipient is authorized to 
access the message contents, the private key may be gener 
ated by the IBE private key generator 16. The decryption 
engine to be used in decrypting the encrypted content may 
obtain the IBE private key of the recipient at step 48. 
Any suitable authentication scheme may be used to prove 

to the private key service 24 that the appropriate decryption 
engine is authorized to obtain the IBE private key. As an 
example, username and passWord information may be sup 
plied to the private key service 24. If the username and pass 
Word information that is provided matches username and 
passWord information that the private key service has in a 
database of valid usernames and passWords, the private key 
service 24 can release the requested IBE private key. The use 
of a username and passWord for authentication is merely 
illustrative. Biometric information, information from a hard 
Ware token, a ticket, or any other suitable recipient credential 
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information may be used for authentication to prove that the 
decryption engine is authorized to obtain the requested IBE 
private key. 

Regardless of Which authentication technique is used by 
the IBE private key generator 16 to determine that the recipi 
ent is authorized to obtain the IBE private key, during step 48, 
the IBE private key is provided to the decryption engine that 
is to decrypt the IBE-encrypted message content. The private 
key is preferably provided to the decryption engine securely. 
For example, the private key may be doWnloaded by the 
decryption engine over the lntemet or may be transmitted in 
a message. A secure communications channel over netWork 
14 may be used for electronic communications betWeen the 
IBE private key generator 16 and the equipment on Which the 
decryption engine is located. 

After the decryption engine obtains the IBE private key, the 
decryption engine uses the IBE private key to decrypt the 
encrypted message at step 50. 
When a recipient Who does not have local decryption capa 

bilities receives a message that has PKl-encrypted or IBE 
encrypted content, the recipient can provide the encrypted 
message to a remote decryption service for remote decryp 
tion. This approach may be used, for example, by a recipient 
Who is traveling and is using a public Internet kiosk to access 
email. Because the lntemet kiosk service Will not alloW mem 
bers of the public to install softWare, the recipient cannot 
install a copy of the decryption engine on the lntemet kiosk 
service. By using the decryption capabilities of the remote 
decryption service, hoWever, the recipient can access the con 
tents of an encrypted message using a Web broWser or other 
softWare that is already installed on the public lntemet kiosk. 
This approach can also be used by a recipient in an organiza 
tion Where it is not permitted to install decryption softWare on 
user terminals. 

As shoWn in FIG. 4, system 10 may have one or more 
service providers such as service provider 60 that provide 
cryptographic services. Service provider 60 may, for 
example, manage a private key service such as private key 
service 24 of FIG. 1 that authenticates users and distributes 
private keys and/ or cryptographic client softWare. 
The users 12 in system 10 are generally associated With 

more than one organization 62. For example, some users may 
be members of organization A, some users may be members 
of organization B, and some users may be members of orga 
nization C. 
The resources of service provider 60 are not unlimited. 

Accordingly, service provider 60 uses rules to determine hoW 
each user in system 10 should be handled. Some users may be 
provided With nearly unlimited access to client softWare and 
copies of their private keys from service 24. Other users may 
only be granted temporary user status. 

Service provider 60 may have a subscription management 
service 64 for handling subscriber-related tasks such as 
enrollment operations (enrollment service 68) and billing 
operations (billing service 70). The service provider 60 main 
tains subscriber information (e.g., customer registration 
information 66) that is used in handling these tasks. 
The users in system 10 may be categorized by virtue of 

their relationship With service provider 60. 
Some users (referred to herein as “primary users” or “pri 

maries”) may be members of organizations (called “primary 
organizations” or “primaries”) that are direct customers of the 
service provider 60. Primary users should be entitled to a 
relatively high level of user bene?ts. Primaries may, for 
example, be entitled to freely encrypt and decrypt email using 
private key service 24. 



US 7,685,4l4 B1 
13 

Other users (referred to herein as “secondary users” or 
“secondaries”) are business associates of the primaries and 
are therefore need to send and receive secure messages With 
the primaries. Because the primaries have already subscribed 
to the services of service provider 60 and because the prima 
ries do not generally Want to impose burdens on their business 
associates, the service provider 60 generally provides the 
secondaries With the ability to securely communicate With the 
primaries at no charge. 

Still other users (referred to herein as “tertiary users” or 
“tertiaries” might receive only limited services from service 
provider 60. Rather than unlimited services, a tertiary might 
receive a 30-day free trial subscription With service provider 
60. A tertiary might be, for example, a user to Whom a sec 
ondary has forWarded an encrypted email from a primary. The 
secondary is alloWed to send unlimited encrypted emails to a 
primary by virtue of the primary’s elevated status, but a sec 
ondary is not alloWed to send unlimited encrypted emails to 
unrelated third parties (tertiaries). If a secondary desires to 
have unlimited secure communications With a tertiary, the 
secondary (or tertiary) must subscribe to the services of the 
service provider and become a primary. 

In general, service provider 60 may provide any desired 
level of service to each level of users. For example, primaries 
may be billed a ?at fee or may be billed on a per-message 
basis. Tiered billing rates may be used depending on the size 
of an organization, etc. As another example, secondaries may 
be charged for decrypting more than a certain number of 
messages from a primary, rather than being given unlimited 
decryption rights. Similarly tertiaries may be provided With 
free temporary passes or may be charged for their passes, etc. 

Service provider 60 may also recognize more than three 
categories of users. As an example, the service provider may 
provide certain types of tertiaries (e.g., tertiaries With for 
Warded email from particular high-service-level primaries) 
With unlimited services for 60 days and may provide other 
tertiaries (e.g., tertiaries With forWarded email from loW 
service-level primaries) With ?ve day passes. 

Although different types of service levels and categories of 
users may be de?ned and their activities managed by service 
provider 60, an illustrative example Will be presented for 
clarity. In the illustrative example, there are three levels of 
user: primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries. Each level of user 
has a different level of permitted service. 

In this example, organizationA of FIG. 4 and its users are 
considered to have primary status. OrganizationA may be, for 
example, a corporation that has paid service provider 60 for 
unlimited secure email services. This alloWs the users of 
organization A to send encrypted emails to any desired user. 

The direct recipients of the encrypted emails may be users 
at an organization B that has not subscribed to the services of 
service provider 60. The users at organization B that receive 
emails from the primaries at organization A are secondaries, 
because they have received a secure communication directly 
from a primary. 

A secondary user at organization B (in this example) is not 
permitted to originate secure email messages (the secondary 
Would need to become a primary to be permitted to originate 
such emails). HoWever, the secondary at organization B may 
be permitted to forWard the encrypted email to a user at 
organization C. In this example, organization C has not sub 
scribed to the services of service provider 60, so the recipient 
of the forWarded email at organization C is a tertiary. 

If the rights of the tertiary at organization C have not 
expired, the tertiary may be provided With a temporary pass 
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14 
that alloWs the tertiary to (temporarily) obtain the client soft 
Ware and private key needed to decrypt the encrypted for 
Warded email message. 

This type of scheme alloWs primaries to send secure email 
to any users. These users are secondaries and are therefore 

provided With unrestricted rights to reply to the primaries. 
The secondaries are not permitted to originate secure mail 
Without subscribing to the service and becoming primaries, 
but are provided With limited rights to forWard encrypted 
email to tertiaries, thereby enhancing the usefulness of the 
service. Tertiaries can be provided With a limited opportunity 
to decrypt encrypted email forWarded to them by secondaries. 
For example, tertiaries can be provided With an opportunity to 
doWnload the client softWare used for decryption operations 
and can be provided With the private keys necessary to per 
form decryption operations during a trial period of a ?xed 
duration. 
The customer registration information 66 may include a 

user status list 72, a list of the attributes of the primaries 74, 
and a sender-recipient list 76. 
The user status list 72 (FIGS. 4 and 6) may be used to 

maintain information on Whether users are primaries, second 
aries, or tertiaries. The user status list 72 may also include 
information that identi?es the primary organization (direct 
customer) associated With eachuser. Even if a user is a tertiary 
(e.g., at organization C), there is an underlying primary orga 
nization (e.g., organization A) Who has subscribed to the 
cryptographic services of service provider 60 and that is 
responsible for the tertiary’s inclusion on the user status list 
72. 
The attributes of primaries list 74 (FIGS. 4 and 7) may be 

used to associate the identities of the primary organizations 
(e.g., organization A in the example of FIG. 4) With their 
domain names. This information may be used by service 
provider 60 When determining hoW to satisfy a service request 
from a user for a client softWare doWnload or private key. The 
service provider 60 can use the domain name (and sender 
recipient mapping information provided in the email) to 
determine Whether a given email originated from a sender at 
organization A (a customer of the service provider) or a 
sender at organization C. If the email originated from a sender 
Who is a primary at organization A, the service provider Will 
satisfy the service request. 

Sender-recipient list 76 (FIGS. 4 and 8) may be used to 
maintain an audit trail for encrypted email messages sent 
using the system. Information on the sender and recipient of 
each message may be retained in list 76. If the integrity of the 
system 10 is compromised (e.g., because a user provided a 
copy of the client softWare to an unauthorized user), the 
service provider 60 (or an independent data mining service) 
can use the information in list 76 to help determine Where the 
breach in security took place. 

To ensure that users of system 10 are appropriately catego 
rized When they request a service from service provider 60, 
the client softWare that is used to send secure messages in 
system 10 preferably labels each encrypted email With infor 
mation on the sender and recipient. This information (referred 
to herein as “sender-recipient mapping information” maps a 
recipient to a sender. The sender-recipient mapping informa 
tion can be authenticated (e.g., using a digital signature, hash 
function, etc.), so that the sender-recipient mapping informa 
tion can serve as proof to the service provider that a given 
sender sent a communication to a given recipient. 
When a recipient receives an encrypted message or at 

another suitable time, the recipient can submit a service 
request to the service provider 60. The service request may 
be, for example, a request for a doWnload of the client soft 
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Ware to be used in encrypting and decrypting a message 
and/or a request for a private key to decrypt a message. If 
necessary, the service provider can examine the mapping 
information in the request to determine the status of the 
sender and recipient. The service provider may then process 
the service request appropriately. 

The sender-recipient mapping information may be pro 
vided using any suitable arrangement. For example, it may be 
included as an attachment to a message or in the body of a 
message. The sender-recipient mapping information may 
also be provided in a separate transmission that is associated 
With the message, etc. 

An illustrative encrypted email that contains sender-recipi 
ent mapping information is shoWn in FIG. 5. Email message 
78 has a header 80 containing information such as the send 
er’s email address (the “from” entry), the recipient’s email 
address (the “to” entry), the cc recipient’s email address (the 
“cc” entry), subject of the email and attachments. 

The encrypted message content (ciphertext 84) may (as an 
example) be provided in the body of the message 78. The 
body of the message may also contain instructions 82 that 
inform the user that the user should click on link 86. When the 
user clicks on link 86, the user’ s Web broWser is automatically 
launched on the user’s equipment. The Web broWser submits 
the information in the link 86 to the appropriate destination. 
The service provider’ s domain name is preferably included in 
the domain name portion 88 of link 86, Which ensures that the 
information in link 86 is directed to the service provider 60 
over netWork 14. Sender-recipient mapping information 90 
may be included in link 86. This information is also submitted 
to the service provider 60 When the user clicks on link 86. The 
sender-recipient mapping information may be presented 
using any suitable format. In the example of FIG. 5, a base-64 
encoded version of the sender-recipient mapping information 
90 is shoWn. 

The process of clicking on link 86 serves to generate a 
service request from the recipient to the service provider. The 
service request may be used to obtain a client softWare doWn 
load or a private key from private key service 24. A neW user 
Will generally doWnload the client softWare and a private key. 
An established user may only need to obtain an up-to-date 
private key. 

The sender-recipient mapping information 90 that is sub 
mitted to the service provider With the service request is 
preferably in a form that ensures its integrity and alloWs its 
authenticity to be veri?ed. Any suitable arrangement for 
authenticating the sender-recipient mapping information for 
veri?cation by the service provider may be used. 
One illustrative authentication approach is for the sender to 

form a string by concatenating the sender’s email address 
(sender identity information) and the recipient’ s email 
address (recipient identity information) and to digitally sign 
the string. Any suitable digital signing process may be used. 
For example, the sender can use the senders’ private key to 
sign the string and can include a certi?cate signed by a trusted 
certi?cate authority that includes the sender’ s identity and the 
sender’s associated public key signed by the certi?cate 
authority. At the service provider, the service provider uses a 
knoWn value of the certi?cate authority’s public key (e.g., a 
knoWn value built into an operating system at the service 
provider) to verify the certi?cate authority’s signature. If the 
certi?cate is valid, the service provider can then use the infor 
mation from Within the certi?cate to verify the signed string. 
This veri?es the contents of the string, i.e., the sender-recipi 
ent mapping information made up of the sender and recipient 
email addresses. 
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Another illustrative sender-recipient mapping information 

authentication approach involves the use of authentication 
and veri?cation operations based on hash functions. With this 
type of approach, the sender may create a sting by concat 
enating the sender’s email address, recipient’ s email address, 
and a secret. The sender may then use a hash function to 
calculate the hash of this string. The hashed version of the 
string may be used in the authenticated sender-recipient map 
ping information. The process of producing the string and the 
hash of the string may be performed automatically by the 
client softWare at the sender. To maintain the secrecy of the 
secret, an obfuscated version of the secret can be embedded in 
the client softWare used by the sender. A recipient can gener 
ate a service request that includes the hashed value of the 
string, the sender’s email address, and the recipient’s email 
address. The service provider knoWs the value of the secret 
from an earlier system set-up process, so the service provider 
can calculate the hash of the concatenation of the sender’s 
email address, recipient’s email address, and secret and can 
compare the value of this calculation to the value of the 
hashed string provided in the request. If the tWo values match 
(i .e., if veri?cation of the authenticated sender-recipient map 
ping information is successful), the service provider can be 
assured that the sender associated With the sender’s email 
address sent the recipient associated With the recipient’s 
email address a communication. 

These are merely illustrative techniques that may be used 
for authenticating the sender-recipient mapping information. 
Any suitable arrangement may be used if desired. 
Once the service provider has veri?ed the sender-recipient 

mapping information, the service provider can be assured of 
truthfulness of the recipient’s assertion that the sender has 
sent the recipient a communication. The service provider can 
therefore rely on this information in categorizing the recipient 
and can provide services accordingly. 

Illustrative steps involved When service provider 60 pro 
cesses a service request in system 10 are shoWn in FIGS. 9a 
and 9b. A service request may be a request by a recipient for 
a client softWare doWnload or a private key or other services 
provided by the service provider 60 for Which it is desired to 
restrict access based on user status. Typically a service 
request is generated in response to receipt of an encrypted 
email. 
An encrypted email may be generated by a sender at step 92 

using the PKI or IBE private key of the sender. During step 92, 
the sender creates the authenticated sender-recipient mapping 
information (e.g., by creating a string from a concatenation of 
sender and recipient email addresses, a secret if a hash is 
being used, etc. and by digitally signing or hashing this 
string). The authenticated sender-recipient mapping informa 
tion is provided to the recipient of the email. One suitable 
technique for providing the authenticated sender-recipient 
mapping information to the recipient is to attach the authen 
ticated sender-recipient mapping information to the 
encrypted email during step 92 (e. g., by embedding this infor 
mation in a link such as link 86 of FIG. 5). The authenticated 
sender-recipient mapping information serves as proof that the 
sender is sending the recipient an email communication. 
At step 94, the sender sends the encrypted email message 

including the authenticated sender-recipient mapping infor 
mation to the recipient and this information is received by the 
recipient. 

At step 98, the recipient of the encrypted email may gen 
erate a service request (e.g., to obtain the client softWare 
and/or to obtain the recipient’s private key from private key 
service 24 for use by the recipient’s client softWare in 
decrypting the messages). The service request may include 
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the authenticated sender-recipient mapping information and 
information on the identities of the sender and recipient such 
as the sender’s email address and the recipient’s email 
address. The sender and recipient identity information (email 
addresses) may be added to the service request by the recipi 
ent (e. g., using information from the email header) or may be 
provided as part of the authenticated sender-recipient map 
ping information. The service request may be provided to the 
service provider 60 over netWork 14. 
At step 100, the service provider receives the service 

request. The sender and recipient information from the ser 
vice request can be entered into the sender-recipient list 76 
(FIGS. 4 and 8). The service provider also uses the recipient’ s 
email address or other recipient identity information from the 
service request to query the user status list 72 (FIGS. 4 and 6). 
If the recipient does not appear in the user status list 72, the 
recipient is not a registered user (i.e., the recipient is not a 
knoWn primary, knoWn secondary, or knoWn tertiary). 

Because the recipient is not registered (in this situation), 
the service provider checks to determine Whether the recipi 
ent is eligible to access the services of the service provider. 
The service provider 60 may determine the recipient’s status 
using the recipient’s email address (or other recipient identity 
information or user ID) and (if necessary) the sender’s email 
address or other sender identity information or user ID. 
As shoWn in FIG. 9b, at step 106 the service provider may 

use the recipient identity information and the attributes of 
primaries list 74 to determine Whether the recipient is a pri 
mary. With one suitable arrangement, the attributes of prima 
ries list 74 contains entries specifying Which domain names 
are used for sending (and receiving) email from each primary 
organization. The domain names may be associated With 
gateWays and/ or mail servers in the netWorks of the primary 
organizations. The service provider can compare the domain 
name portion of the recipient’s email address (the portion of 
the email address after the “@” symbol) to the domain names 
in the attributes of primaries list. If there is a match betWeen 
the recipient’s email address and one of the listed primaries, 
the service provider can conclude that the recipient is a pri 
mary. 
An illustrative list of primary attributes 74 is shoWn in FIG. 

7. In this example, the organization “Company W Inc.” is a 
primary and list 74 contains information identifying the com 
pany (i.e., the customer ID “Company W, Inc.”) and the 
domain name(s) associated With email communications at the 
company (i.e., the domain name “companyW.com”). By com 
paring the domain name portion of the recipient’s email 
address to the domain name entries in list 74, the service 
provider can determine Whether the recipient is part of a 
primary organization and is therefore a primary user, even if 
the recipient has not previously registered With the service 
provider and does not yet appear in user status list 72. If, for 
example, the recipient’s email address is 
recipient1@companyW.com, the service provider can con 
clude that the recipient is a primary by virtue of being an 
employee of the service provider’s direct customer Company 
W, Inc. 

If there is a match betWeen the recipient and a listed pri 
mary, at step 108 the service provider registers the user by 
adding the recipient to the user list 72 as a primary, as shoWn 
in the last roW of the illustrative user status list 72 of FIG. 7. 
Because the recipient’s status is noW listed as “primary,” the 
next time the recipient makes a service request to the service 
provider, the service provider Will recognize the recipient as a 
registered user at step 100 (FIG. 9a). 

After adding the recipient to the user status list 72 at step 
108, the service provider authenticates the recipient at step 
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120. Any suitable authentication arrangement may be used 
(e.g., an arrangement based on recipient credentials such as 
usemame and passWord, etc.) If desired, the service provider 
may use different authentication processes for different types 
of users. 

After the recipient has been authenticated, the requested 
service (i.e., the client doWnload and/or private key for 
decrypting the message) may be provided to the recipient at 
step 122. 

If, at step 106, the domain name portion of the recipient’s 
email address did not match a domain name entry in the 
attributes of primaries list 74, the service provider veri?es that 
the sender-recipient mapping information is authentic at step 
110. The Way in Which the mapping information is processed 
depends on the type of proof used (i.e., Whether a digital 
signature scheme or a hash-based authentication scheme is 
used). If the sender-recipient mapping information cannot be 
veri?ed (i.e., the sender’s digital signature is not valid or the 
comparison of hash values does not produce a match), the 
service provider generates an error message at step 112. 

If the service provider is able to verify the sender-recipient 
mapping information, the service provider can be assured that 
the sender identi?ed by the recipient in making the service 
request is the actual sender of a message to the recipient. The 
service provider can therefore rely on the sender’s identity 
information (e.g., the sender’s email address) to determine 
Whether or not the sender is a valid primary in the user status 
list 72. This can be done at step 114 by examining the user 
status list 72 to determine Whether the sender’ s email address 
is listed and, if listed, to determine the status of the sender 
(i.e., primary, secondary, or tertiary). 
As shoWn in the example of FIG. 6, some users (e.g., 

user1@xyzcorp.com) are secondaries, because their organi 
zation @(YZ Corporation) is not a listed primary. The status 
of a secondary derives from receiving communications from 
a primary. In the example of FIG. 6, user1@xyzcorp.com is a 
secondary by virtue of having received email from a primary 
at one of the service provider’s direct customers (ABC ?rm). 

Other users are primaries. For example, the second roW of 
FIG. 6 contains an entry for the primary user2@abc?rm.com. 
(All senders are registered users, because, in a preferred 
embodiment of the system, a sender cannot obtain the client 
softWare for sending and receiving encrypted messages With 
out registering With the service provider.) If, at step 114, the 
service provider determines from the user status list 72 that 
the sender of the recipient’s email is a primary, the service 
provider can conclude that the recipient is a secondary. 
Accordingly, at step 116, the service provider enters the 
recipient in user status list 72 With the status of “secondary.” 
The customer ID (company name) of the primary organiza 
tion of the sender is included in the entry under the heading 
“customer ID”). User status list 72 therefore contains a list of 
users and their status With the service provider along With 
information on the primaries that caused the users to be listed. 

After the service provider has entered the recipient into the 
user status list 72 as a neW secondary at step 116, the service 
provider can authenticate the recipient (step 120) and provide 
the requested service to the recipient (step 122). 

If, at step 114, the service provider determines from the 
user status list 72 that the sender of the recipient’s email is not 
a primary, service request processing proceeds to step 118. At 
step 118, the service provider takes appropriate action 
depending on the status of the sender. For example, if the 
sender is a secondary, the service provider can conclude that 
the recipient is a tertiary. Accordingly, at step 118, the service 
provider can provide the recipient With suitable enrollment 
options (Web pages, etc.) that alloW the recipient to register as 
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a temporary user (e.g., as a tertiary With a temporary pass). A 
tertiary user With a valid temporary pass can be authenticated 
and provided With an appropriate service (steps 120 and 122). 
Once users have registered With the service provider, they 

can be treated as known users during the initial screening 
process (step 100 of FIG. 9a). If, at step 100, the service 
provider determines that the recipient appears in the user 
status list 72, the service provider can conclude that the recipi 
ent is a registered user and can use the recipient’s identity 
information (e.g., email address) to check the recipient’s sta 
tus at step 102 (FIG. 9b). If the status information in the user 
status list 72 indicates that the recipient’ s rights have expired 
(as With the illustrative user3 in the third roW of the user status 
list 72 of FIG. 6) or if the status information indicates that the 
recipient has been suspended or is otherWise not authorized, 
the service provider can deny the service request at step 104. 
An example of a user Whose rights have been suspended is 
shoWn in the fourth entry of table 72 of FIG. 6. This useri 
user5@qrscorp.comiis no longer an active employee of the 
customer QRS, Inc., so customer QRS, Inc. has suspended 
user5’s secure email privileges. 

If, at step 102, the service provider determines that the 
recipient is a valid primary, secondary, or tertiary, the service 
provider can authenticate the recipient (step 120) and satisfy 
the service request (step 122). 

The techniques of FIGS. 9a and 9b alloW various types of 
users to register With the service provider and alloW the ser 
vice provider to provide appropriate services to users based 
on their status. Other techniques may be used to provide 
subscription management services if desired. 

For example, users may be preregistered With the service 
provider before they are allowed to send and receive secure 
email. This technique generally Will not alloW for ad hoc 
transmission of emails to neW users, only betWeen registered 
users. 

As another example, users may be preregistered and cer 
tain trusted entities may be alloWed to register secondaries. 
With this approach, a system administrator at a primary orga 
nization or primary users themselves may be permitted to sign 
up secondaries With the service provider. Any suitable tech 
nique for registration may be used. As an example, a system 
administrator at a primary organization or a primary user may 
be provided With a Web page by the service provider into 
Which the administrator or primary user may type the email 
address of the desired secondary. The service provider can 
then add the neW user into the user status list 72. As another 
example, the system administrator or primary user may for 
Ward or otherWise send an email message to an enrollment 
email address (e.g., enrollment@serviceprovider.com). The 
enrollment email message may contain the identity (email 
address) of the desired neW secondary. The service provider 
can add the secondaries by examining the emails sent to the 
enrollment email address. 
An autoenrollment process may also be used. With one 

suitable autoenrollment arrangement, a gateWay server in an 
organization’s netWork may be used to automatically exam 
ine outgoing emails. If an email is sent to an outside recipient, 
the gateWay server can automatically submit a registration 
request to the service provider. Automatic detection of mes 
sages sent to neW users relieves the administrator and primary 
users in the primary organization from manual registration 
operations. 

If desired, an autoenrollment process may be implemented 
using email “carbon copies” (ccs or bccs). Whenever a secure 
email is sent to a neW recipient, the sender can include the 
registration service of the service provider (e.g., 
enrollment@serviceprovider.com) as a copy recipient (regu 
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lar or blind) on the email. The cc process may be transparent 
to the sender. For example, the sender’s email program or 
other suitable client softWare may have buttons such as 
“sen ,” “send secure,” and “send secure to neW recipient.” If 
the user selects the “send” option, the email that the sender 
has composed Will be transmitted over netWork 14 Without 
encryption. Selecting the “send secure” option Will transmit 
an encrypted version of the email. When “send secure to neW 
user” is selected, the email is encrypted and sent to the neW 
user and an enrollment message (either a copy of the original 
or a message in another suitable format) Will be automatically 
sent to the service provider (e. g., 
enrollment@serviceprovider.com). Automating the enroll 
ment process in this Way relieves the burden on the sender to 
remember to include the enrollment server as a copy recipient 
in the email. If desired, the client can send enrollment mes 
sages to the service provider each time a message recipient 
does not appear in the sender’ s address book or other locally 
maintained list of message recipients. To avoid excessive 
transmission of enrollment messages, the client can automati 
cally update the local message recipient list. 

Another enrollment technique that may be used involves 
the use of a Web page or other suitable front end process 
through Which recipients can enroll themselves. With this 
approach, a recipient Who has received an email can use a Web 
broWser to access the service provider 60. The service pro 
vider then asks the recipient Who the recipient received the 
email message from. The recipient types in the email address 
of the sender. The service provider uses the email address of 
the sender to check Whether the sender is already registered as 
a primary or a secondary. If the sender is a registered primary 
or secondary, the service provider can register the recipient 
and provide the necessary client softWare and private key to 
the recipient for the recipient to use in decrypting encrypted 
emails. If the sender is not a knoWn primary or secondary, the 
service provider can decline to register the user. 
The process of providing Web-based enrollment pages to 

the recipient may be initiated during a service request. For 
example, a recipient of an encrypted email message may be 
directed to click on a hyperlink in the message to decrypt the 
message. When the recipient clicks on the link, the service 
provider may present the recipient With a Web page that 
directs the recipient to enter the sender’s email address. If the 
sender is a primary or secondary, the recipient Will be regis 
tered by the service provider. The recipient may then be 
provided With a Web page for authentication. For example, the 
recipient may be provided With a Web page that asks the 
recipient to enter usemame and passWord information. Fol 
loWing authentication, the recipient may be provided With the 
private key and (if desired) client softWare for decryption. 

If desired, the service provider can contact the sender to 
determine Whether the sender email address provided by the 
recipient is genuine. For example, the service provider can 
automatically send an email to the sender identi?ed by the 
recipient after the recipient enters the sender’ s email address. 
The email can contain an embedded hyperlink. The email can 
also include instructions that direct the sender to click on the 
link to help prove to the service provider that the sender sent 
the recipient an email. When the sender clicks on the link, the 
sender’s Web broWser is launched and displays on on-screen 
option for the sender (e.g., buttons labeled “yes I sent this 
recipient an email” and “no, I did not send this recipient an 
email”). If the sender responds af?rmatively, the service pro 
vider can conclude that the sender actually sent a message to 
the recipient as asserted by the recipient. The service provider 
can therefore rely on the sender’s identity in determining the 
status of the recipient. 








