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AIR BAG BRACKET/FASTENER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the bene?t of US. Provisional 
Application No. 60/920,609 ?led on Mar. 29, 2007, the dis 
closure of Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD 

The present disclosure relates to automobile air bag fasten 
ers and a method for installing fasteners to connect automo 
bile vehicle air bag assemblies. 

BACKGROUND 

The statements in this section merely provide background 
information related to the present disclosure and may not 
constitute prior art. 

In automobile air bag applications, fasteners are used to 
join the air bag directly to a vehicle panel or to a trim piece 
Which is subsequently installed to sections or metal body 
portions of the automobile. Common fasteners used for these 
applications have a torque applied to the fastener Which is 
remotely connected to an information collection device such 
as a computer, Which receives an indication of the torque 
applied. When a predetermined torque value is indicated, an 
auditable record is generated of the completed installation of 
the fastener. DraWbacks of the torque fastener are the costs of 
the fastener and the need for both the torque application tool 
and the electronic circuitry required to record the torque 
signal. Also, remote indication of a correctly applied torque 
does not by itself ensure that the fastener and therefore the air 
bag have been installed in the correct location in the vehicle. 

Clip fasteners have been substituted for the above torque 
fasteners due to their reduced costs and simpli?ed installa 
tion. Clip fasteners are commonly made of molded plastic 
material. When the clip fastener is made of a polymeric mate 
rial and is not installed using an electrically connected torque 
driver, an auditable electronic record of clip fastener instal 
lation is commonly not available. A visual, auditable con?r 
mation of correct installation of each clip fastener is therefore 
required. Known clip fasteners do not provide for ease of 
installation and a visual, auditable con?rmation of their cor 
rect installation. 

SUMMARY 

According to several embodiments of an air bag bracket 
fastener of the present disclosure, an airbag installation fas 
tener includes ?rst and second fastener members connected 
by a hinge member. The ?rst and second fastener members are 
adapted to rotate from a fastener open condition to engage 
each other in a fastener closed position. The fastener closed 
position provides for an air bag member positioned betWeen 
the ?rst and second fastener members. Each of the ?rst and 
second fastener members has an aperture adapted to receive a 
vehicle connected stud to support both the airbag installation 
fastener and the air bag member from the stud. An arm 
extending from the second fastener member is adapted to 
rotate With respect to the second fastener member. The arm 
extends from the second fastener member in the fastener 
closed condition and is operable to both engage the second 
fastener member and to abut the stud to visually indicate a 
fastener completed installation condition. 
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2 
According to other embodiments, an airbag installation 

fastener for connecting an airbag to an automobile vehicle 
includes a polymeric body having homogenously connected 
members in a fastener open condition. The body includes ?rst 
and second fastener members and a hinge member betWeen 
the ?rst and second fastener members. At least one de?ectable 
engagement post homogenously extends from one of the ?rst 
and second fastener members. The other one of the ?rst and 
second fastener members has an aperture adapted to receive 
the engagement post to engage the ?rst and second fastener 
members. A hinge pin homogenously connected to the second 
fastener member is received in a hinge pin aperture of a hinge 
arm homogenously connected to the ?rst fastener member. 
The ?rst and second fastener members are adapted to rotate 
from the fastener open condition to a fastener closed condi 
tion frangibly disconnecting the hinge pin from the hinge 
arm. The fastener closed condition has the ?rst and second 
fastener members engaged to each other by the engagement 
post and adapted to receive an air bag member betWeen the 
?rst and second fastener members. 

According to still other embodiments, an airbag installa 
tion fastener for connecting an airbag to an automobile 
vehicle includes a ?rst fastener member having a raised sur 
face. A second fastener member adapted to engage the ?rst 
fastener member has a recessed surface adapted to receive the 
raised surface of the ?rst fastener member. The ?rst and 
second fastener members are adapted to receive an air bag 
member having an aperture aligned With respect to the raised 
surface When the raised surface is received in the recessed 
surface. 
According to yet other embodiments, a method for install 

ing an airbag installation fastener is provided. 
Further areas of applicability Will become apparent from 

the description provided herein. It should be understood that 
the description and speci?c examples are intended for pur 
poses of illustration only and are not intended to limit the 
scope of the present disclosure. 

DRAWINGS 

The draWings described herein are for illustration purposes 
only and are not intended to limit the scope of the present 
disclosure in any Way. 

FIG. 1 is a top perspective vieW of an air bag bracket/ 
fastener of the present disclosure in a fully open condition; 

FIG. 2 is a bottom perspective vieW of the air bag bracket/ 
fastener of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a bottom plan vieW of the air bag bracket/fastener 
of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational vieW of the air bag bracket/ 
fastener of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is an end elevational vieW of the air bag bracket/ 
fastener of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is a top plan vieW of a fully installed air bag bracket/ 
fastener of the present disclosure With respect to an extending 
portion of an air bag; 

FIG. 7 is a side elevational vieW of the fully installed airbag 
bracket/fastener of FIG. 6; 

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional end elevational vieW taken at 
section 8 of FIG. 6; 

FIG. 9 is a cross sectional side elevational vieW taken at 
section 9 of FIG. 6; 

FIG. 10 is a cross sectional side elevational vieW taken at 
section 10 of FIG. 6; 

FIG. 11 is a bottom perspective vieW of a partially installed 
air bag bracket/fastener of the present disclosure With respect 
to an extending portion of an air bag; 
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FIG. 12 is a bottom perspective vieW of a fully installed air 
bag bracket/ fastener of the present disclosure With respect to 
an extending portion of an air bag; and 

FIG. 13 is a top perspective vieW of the fully installed air 
bag bracket/ fastener of FIG. 12. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The following description is merely exemplary in nature 
and is not intended to limit the present disclosure, application, 
or uses. It should be understood that throughout the draWings, 
corresponding reference numerals indicate like or corre 
sponding parts and features. 

Referring generally to FIG. 1, an air bag bracket fastener 1 0 
molded as a single homogenous part or body from a poly 
meric material includes a ?rst body member 12 and a second 
body member 14 separated by a hinge section 16. First body 
member 12 includes a de?ectable engagement post 18 Which 
is received through a post receiving aperture 20 provided in 
second body member 14 to engage ?rst body member 12 to 
second body member 14 in a fastener closed condition 
(shoWn in reference to FIGS. 6-8). Second body member 14 
includes a second de?ectable engagement post 22 Which is 
received and engaged to ?rst body member 12 at a post 
receiving aperture or slot 24 of ?rst body member 12. A 
de?ectable catch arm 26 extends laterally aWay from second 
body member 14. The ?rst and second fastener members 12, 
14, the hinge member 16, and the de?ectable catch arm 26 are 
all homogenously joined in a fastener open condition shoWn, 
de?ned as an as-molded condition of bracket fastener 10. 

First body member 12 further includes a raised engage 
ment ring 28 having a plurality of radially extending keys 29 
Which can be equidistantly spaced about a perimeter of raised 
engagement ring 28. Raised engagement ring 28 is adapted to 
be received Within a recessed receiving ring 30 of second 
body member 14. A plurality of key slots 31 substantially 
equivalent in siZe and spacing to the radially extending keys 
29 are also positioned about recessed receiving ring 30 and 
are adapted to receive individual ones of the radially extend 
ing keys 29 When raised engagement ring 28 is received 
Within recessed receiving ring 30. Bracket fastener 10 can be 
changed from the fully open extended position to a closed 
condition by rotating ?rst body member 12 toWards second 
body member 14 about hinge section 16 in a fastener closing 
direction “A” until a ?rst body surface 32 of ?rst body mem 
ber 12 substantially contacts a second body surface 33 of 
second body member 14. 
As best seen in reference to FIG. 2, ?rst body member 12 

further includes a ?rst keyWay aperture 34, and second body 
member 14 includes a similarly siZed second keyWay aperture 
35. When bracket fastener 10 is moved to the closed condi 
tion, ?rst and second keyWay apertures 34, 35 are co-axially 
aligned With each other. A raised perimeter Wall 36 is pro 
vided about a perimeter of ?rst body member 12 opposite to 
?rst body surface 32, and a similar raised perimeter Wall 38 is 
provided about a perimeter of second body member 14 oppo 
site to second body surface 33. Raised perimeter Walls 36, 38 
are provided to increase the stiffness of each of ?rst and 
second body members 12, 14. De?ectable catch arm 26 is 
homogenously connected to second body member 14 at a 
bending and attachment location 40. A free end of de?ectable 
catch arm 26 includes a ?rst keyhole post 42 and a second 
keyhole post 44. First and second keyhole posts 42, 44 are 
spaced from each other and adapted to be lockingly engaged 
Within second keyWay aperture 35 as Will be described in 
better detail in reference to FIG. 6. Items 28', 30' refer to 
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4 
opposite faces of raised engagement ring 28 and recessed 
receiving ring 30, respectively. 

Referring noW to FIG. 3, hinge section 16 includes each of 
a ?rst and second hinge arm 46, 48 homogenously extending 
from ?rst body member 12. A ?rst and second hinge pin 50, 
52 are received Within each of ?rst and second hinge arms 46, 
48 respectively. First and second hinge pins 50, 52 are homog 
enously connected to a hinge extending member 54 Which 
homogenously extends from second body member 14. 

First keyWay aperture 34 of ?rst body member 12 includes 
a substantially circular aperture portion 56 having an elon 
gated slot 58 in communication thereWith. A de?ectable tab 
60 extends partially into circular aperture portion 56.A raised 
slot Wall 62 extends substantially about each of circular aper 
ture portion 56 and elongated slot 58 to provide increased 
stiffness in the area of circular aperture portion 56. 

Second keyWay aperture 35 of second body member 14 
includes a second circular aperture portion 64 and a second 
elongated slot 66 in communication thereWith. A ramped 
member 67 is created on a face 68 of second body member 14. 
Ramped member 67 is substantially ?ush With face 68 Where 
it is proximately located With respect to second circular aper 
ture portion 64 and increases gradually in height and aWay 
from face 68 as it extends in a direction of second elongated 
slot 66 and aWay from second circular aperture portion 64. 

De?ectable catch arm 26 also includes a semi-circular free 
end 69 Where ?rst and second keyhole posts 42, 44 are homo 
geneously connected. A semi-circular notch 70 is also created 
in semi-circular free end 69 Which is oriented to open in the 
same direction as second elongated slot 66 extends. Bracket 
fastener 10 in the fastener open condition has a total fastener 
length “B” and a total fastener Width “C”. According to sev 
eral embodiments of the present disclosure, total fastener 
length “B” is approximately 162.3 mm, and total fastener 
Width “C” is approximately 42.3 mm. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 4 and 5, each of ?rst and second 
keyhole posts 42, 44 include a ramped barb end 72, 74, 
respectively. First and second keyhole posts 42, 44 homog 
enously extend from a ?rst face 76 of an enhanced thickness 
portion 78 of de?ectable catch arm 26. Enhanced thickness 
portion 78 is connected to second body member 14 by a 
reduced thickness portion 80 Which alloWs de?ectable catch 
arm 26 to rotate With respect to second body member 14. 
De?ectable engagement post 18 and second de?ectable 
engagement post 22 have barbed ends Which extend opposite 
to or aWay from each other. Second de?ectable engagement 
post 22 includes a ramped barb 82 and similarly, de?ectable 
engagement post 18 includes a ramped barb 84. A post-to 
post dimension “D” is maintained betWeen distal ends of each 
of ?rst and second keyhole posts 42, 44 and distal ends of each 
of de?ectable engagement post 18 and second de?ectable 
engagement post 22. According to several embodiments, 
post-to-post dimension “D” is approximately 12.1 mm. 

Additional features of hinge section 16 are more clearly 
de?ned in reference to FIG. 4. Each of ?rst and second hinge 
pins 50, 52 have a substantially triangular shape. First and 
second hinge pins 50, 52 are received in and co-molded With 
a triangular shaped aperture 86 of both ?rst and second hinge 
arms 46, 48. Material ?ashing 87 created by molding gates 
When hinge section 16 is molded is frangible When ?rst and 
second body members 12, 14 are rotated toWards each other, 
breaking the homogenously joined condition of the 
as-molded body of bracket fastener 10. With speci?c refer 
ence to FIG. 5, post-to-post total dimension “D” de?nes the 
portion having a largest depth of bracket fastener 10. 

Referring generally to FIGS. 6 through 8, the installation of 
bracket fastener 10 is shoWn. Bracket fastener 10 is used by 
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sandWiching an extending portion 88 of an airbag 89 between 
each of ?rst and second body members 12, 14. The air bag 89 
includes an aperture (not visible in these vieWs) Which is 
aligned With the raised engagement ring 28 and the air bag 89 
is partially engaged by the plurality of radially extending keys 
29. First and second fastener members 12, 14 are then rotated 
about hinge section 16 to engage them using engagement post 
18 and second de?ectable engagement post 22 With the air 
bag extending portion 88 sandWiched in betWeen. Bracket 
fastener 10 together With extending portion 88 of air bag 89 
form a sub-assembly Which can be assembled for example by 
an air bag manufacturer or supplier. The fastener/air bag 
sub-assembly can be shipped for example to an automobile 
manufacturer or component installer Wherein the sub-assem 
bly of bracket fastener 10 and air bag 89 are installed for 
example onto a T-stud fastener 90 having a fastener head 92. 
A perimeter edge 94 of ramped member 67 extends beyond 

a fastener head diameter “F” of fastener head 92 such that 
pulling bracket fastener 10 and air bag 89 in a direction “Z” 
With respect to T-stud 90 frictionally engages fastener head 92 
onto ramped member 67 With suf?cient clearance to alloW for 
individual variations in thickness of air bag 89 and construc 
tion tolerances of bracket fastener 10. The completed or fully 
installed position is de?ned When de?ectable catch arm 26 is 
rotated about reduced thickness portion 80 and ?rst and sec 
ond keyhole posts 42, 44 (not visible in this vieW) are engaged 
Within second keyWay aperture 35 of second body member 
14. At this time, a radius “G” of semi-circular notch 70 
formed in semi-circular free end 69 positions semi-circular 
notch 70 proximate to or in abutment With a portion of fas 
tener head 92 Which acts as a redundant locking member to 
prevent removal of bracket fastener 10. 
As best seen in FIG. 8, in the fully installed position, 

de?ectable tab 60 and de?ectable catch arm 26 prevent 
motion of T-stud 90 in a release direction “K”. A clearance “J” 
can also be provided betWeen de?ectable catch arm 26 and 
fastener head 92. As also shoWn, a shank 96 of T-stud 90 is 
commonly attached to a vehicle panel 98 using a connection 
joint 100 such as a Welded j oint. T-stud 90 can also be attached 
to vehicle panel 98 in other Ways including but not limited to 
a threaded connection, or a thread and nut combination. 

Referring back to FIG. 7, in the fully installed position With 
de?ectable catch arm 26 rotated about reduced thickness 
portion 80 and positioned proximate to or in abutment With 
T-stud 90, an assembled fastener thickness “H” according to 
several embodiments is approximately 11.2 mm. It is also 
noted that the triangular points or ends of each of ?rst and 
second hinge pins 50, 52 are each frictionally engaged With 
one of a plurality of inner Walls 101 de?ned by triangular 
shaped aperture 86. This frictional engagement also provides 
resistance to separation of ?rst and second body members 12, 
14. 

Referring noW to FIG. 9, in the fully installed position of 
bracket fastener 10, fastener head 92 of T-stud 90 abuts a 
raised surface 102 of ring 30'. Shank 96 is received Within 
each of elongated slot 58 and second elongated slot 66. An 
aperture is created by cutting, punching, or similar removal 
technique to remove material from extending portion 88 of air 
bag 89. This aperture has a diameter substantially equal to or 
larger than a diameter of raised engagement ring 28 so that 
extending portion 88 is disposed betWeen ?rst and second 
body members 12, 14 With the aperture overlapped and 
engaged by radially extending keys 29 (not shoWn in this 
vieW). A cavity 103 is therefore provided betWeen ?rst and 
second body members 12, 14 Where material of air bag 89 is 
not present betWeen raised engagement ring 28 and recessed 
receiving ring 30. Cavity 103 provides clearance for installa 
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6 
tion of bracket fastener 10 about T-stud 90 as Well as instal 
lation of ?rst and second keyhole posts 42, 44 in second 
circular aperture portion 64. 
As best seen in reference to FIG. 10, ramped barb 82 of 

second de?ectable engagement post 22 includes a ramped 
surface 104. Ramped surface 104 alloWs second de?ectable 
engagement post 22 to elastically de?ect in an installation 
de?ection direction “L”. Similarly, ramped barb 84 of 
de?ectable engagement post 18 also has a ramped surface 106 
Which alloWs de?ectable engagement post 18 to elastically 
de?ect in an installation de?ection direction “M”. After 
de?ection of each of ramped surfaces 104, 106, ramped barbs 
82, 84 of second de?ectable engagement post 22, and de?ect 
able engagement post 18 snap back by elastic deformation to 
couple ?rst and second body members 12, 14. 

Referring noW to FIG. 11, the sub-assembly of bracket 
fastener 10 With respect to air bag 89 is shoWn. This sub 
assembly can be completed for example at an air bag manu 
facturer by partial installation of bracket fastener 10 With 
respect to extending portion 88 of air bag 89. The sub-assem 
bly is completed by rotating ?rst and second body members 
12, 14 until the tWo body members are engaged to each other 
using de?ectable engagement post 18 and second de?ectable 
engagement post 22 (not clearly visible in this vieW). De?ect 
able catch arm 26 remains in its extended position shoWn. 
This sub-assembly of components can then be shipped to an 
installer of air bag 89. 

Referring noW to FIG. 12, When the sub-assembly as 
shoWn in FIG. 11 is received by an installer of air bag 89, the 
installation of bracket fastener 10 can be continued by insert 
ing bracket fastener 10 over the fastener head 92 of T- stud 90 
Which elastically de?ects de?ectable tab 60 (aWay from the 
vieWer as shoWn in FIG. 12) to alloW fastener head 92 to be 
received Within circular aperture portion 56. By then pulling 
both bracket fastener 10 and air bag 89 in an installation 
direction “N” With respect to T- stud 90, shank 96 is positioned 
Within elongated slot 58 as shoWn. Second de?ectable 
engagement post 22 and second keyhole post 44 are also 
shoWn in their snap engaged positions. 
To complete the installation of bracket fastener 10, de?ect 

able catch arm 26 is rotated at reduced thickness portion 80 
until semi-circular free end 69 is positioned as shoWn having 
semi-circular notch 70 positioned proximate to (i.e.: in a 
side-by-side con?guration With) fastener head 92 Which pro 
vides visual con?rmation that the assembly is complete as 
Well as preventing motion of bracket fastener 10 in either of 
the installation direction “N” or a removal direction “P”. The 
position of semi-circular free end 69 as shoWn therefore pro 
vides an auditable indication of a complete and correct instal 
lation of bracket fastener 10. 

Air bag bracket fasteners 10 of the present disclosure can 
be made of one or more polymeric materials suitable for 
molding for example by an injection molding process. 
According to several embodiments, bracket fastener 10 is 
made using a polyamide 6-6 material. According to several 
embodiments, T-studs used in applications for bracket fasten 
ers 10 of the present disclosure can have a shank diameter of 
approximately 5 mm and a head diameter of approximately 9 
mm. These dimensions and the other dimensions de?ned 
herein are not limiting to the present disclosure and can vary 
at the discretion of the manufacturer to suit different quanti 
ties or siZes of T-studs, or different attachment fasteners such 
as screWs, bolts, and the like. 

Air bag bracket fasteners of the present disclosure offer 
several advantages. By co-molding each of the body mem 
bers, hinge portion, and catch arm, a fastener is created Which 
tends to remain in a fully open or extended position until the 
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body members are rotated. Once rotated to a closed condition, 
the barbed posts and the interference or friction betWeen the 
triangular-shaped hinge pins and the corresponding Walls of 
the hinge pin apertures act to resist re-opening of the fastener 
after an air bag extending portion is engaged betWeen the 
body members. By combining keyWay apertures With a 
de?ectable tab, When the fasteners of the present disclosure 
engage a fastener such as a T- stud, the fastener further resists 
removal. The catch arm With a corresponding T-stud notch of 
the present disclosure used as a ?nal installation step provides 
both a visual con?rmation of a completed fastener installa 
tion, as Well as a redundant locking member to further resist 
removal or re-opening of the air bag bracket fastener. The 
keys and corresponding key slots of the present disclosure 
provide for engagement of the air bag extending portion both 
before and after the air bag bracket fastener is closed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An airbag installation fastener, comprising: 
?rst and second fastener members connected by a hinge 
member, the ?rst and second fastener members adapted 
to rotate from a fastener open condition to engage each 
other in a fastener closed position, the fastener closed 
position having an air bag member positioned betWeen 
the ?rst and second fastener members, each of the ?rst 
and second fastener members having an aperture 
adapted to receive a vehicle connected stud to support 
both the airbag installation fastener and the air bag mem 
ber from the stud; and 

an arm extending from the second fastener member 
adapted to rotate With respect to the second fastener 
member, the arm extended from the second fastener 
member in the fastener closed condition and operable to 
both engage the second fastener member and to abut the 
stud to visually indicate a fastener completed installa 
tion condition. 

2. The airbag installation fastener of claim 1, further com 
prising: 

a raised engagement ring of the ?rst fastener member hav 
ing the aperture extending through the raised engage 
ment ring; and 

a recessed receiving ring of the second fastener member 
adapted to receive the raised engagement ring in the 
fastener closed position. 

3. The airbag installation fastener of claim 2, further com 
prising: 

a plurality of keys radially extending aWay from the raised 
engagement ring; and 

a plurality of key slots created in the recessed receiving ring 
positioned to correspond to and receive individual ones 
of the keys of the raised engagement ring in the fastener 
closed position; 

Wherein the air bag includes an aperture aligned With the 
raised engagement ring and the air bag is partially 
engaged by the plurality of keys. 

4. The airbag installation fastener of claim 1, Wherein the 
arm comprises: 

at least one hooked member adapted to be received in the 
aperture of the second body member; and 

a notch adapted to partially receive a head of the stud, the 
notch positioned in a side-by-side con?guration With the 
stud alloWing visibility of the stud and the arm in the 
completed installation condition. 

5. The airbag installation fastener of claim 1, Wherein the 
arm includes each of a ?rst thickness portion and a second 
thickness portion, the ?rst thickness portion homogenously 
connected to the second fastener member and being thinner 
than the second thickness portion to promote bending of the 
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8 
arm in the ?rst thickness portion, the second thickness portion 
freely extending aWay from the second fastener member. 

6. The airbag installation fastener of claim 1, Wherein the 
?rst fastener member includes an extending de?ectable mem 
ber having a hooked end adapted to be received in an aperture 
of the second fastener member to engage the ?rst and second 
fastener members in the fastener closed position. 

7. The airbag installation fastener of claim 1 Wherein the 
second fastener member includes an extending de?ectable 
member having a hooked end adapted to be received in a slot 
of the ?rst fastener member to engage the ?rst and second 
fastener members in the fastener closed position. 

8. The airbag installation fastener of claim 1, Wherein each 
of the ?rst and second apertures de?ne a keyWay aperture 
having a substantially circular aperture in communication 
With an elongated slot. 

9. The airbag installation fastener of claim 1, Wherein the 
?rst and second fastener members, the hinge member, and the 
arm are all homogenously joined in the fastener open condi 
tion and created from a moldable polymeric material. 

10. The airbag installation fastener of claim 1, Wherein the 
at least one hooked member comprises opposed ?rst and 
second hooked members each having a ramped surface oper 
able to promote de?ection of the ?rst and second hooked 
members. 

11. An airbag installation fastener for connecting an airbag 
to an automobile vehicle, comprising: 

a polymeric body having homogenously connected mem 
bers in a fastener open condition, the body including ?rst 
and second fastener members and a hinge member 
betWeen the ?rst and second fastener members; 

at least one de?ectable engagement post homogenously 
extending from one of the ?rst and second fastener mem 
bers, the other one of the ?rst and second fastener mem 
bers having an aperture adapted to receive the engage 
ment post to engage the ?rst and second fastener 
members; 

a hinge pin homogenously connected to the second fas 
tener member received in a hinge pin aperture of a hinge 
arm homogenously connected to the ?rst fastener mem 

ber; 
Wherein the ?rst and second fastener members are adapted 

to rotate from the fastener open condition to a fastener 
closed condition frangibly disconnecting the hinge pin 
from the hinge arm, the fastener closed condition having 
the ?rst and second fastener members engaged to each 
other by the engagement post and adapted to receive an 
air bag member betWeen the ?rst and second fastener 
members. 

12. The airbag installation fastener of claim 11, Wherein 
each of the ?rst and second fastener members include an 
aperture adapted to receive a vehicle connected stud to sup 
port both the airbag installation fastener and the air bag mem 
ber from the stud. 

13. The airbag installation fastener of claim 11, further 
comprising an arm member homogenously extending from 
the second fastener member adapted to rotate With respect to 
the second fastener member, the arm member extended from 
the second fastener member in both the fastener open condi 
tion and the fastener closed condition, and operable to both 
engage the second fastener member and to abut the stud in a 
completed fastener installation condition. 

14. The airbag installation fastener of claim 11, Wherein the 
hinge pin de?nes a triangular shape. 

15. The airbag installation fastener of claim 11, Wherein the 
hinge pin aperture de?nes a triangular-shape adapted to fric 
tionally receive the hinge pin as the hinge pin rotates. 
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16. An airbag installation fastener for connecting an airbag 
to an automobile vehicle, comprising: 

a ?rst fastener member having a raised surface; 
a second fastener member adapted to engage the ?rst fas 

tener member, the second fastener member having a 
recessed surface adapted to receive the raised surface of 
the ?rst fastener member; 

Wherein the ?rst and second fastener members are adapted 
to receive an air bag member having an aperture aligned 
With respect to the raised surface When the raised surface 
is received in the recessed surface. 

17. The airbag installation fastener of claim 16, further 
comprising an engagement post having a barbed end extend 
ing from one of the ?rst and second fastener members, the 
barbed end of the engagement post adapted to be received by 
an aperture of the other one of the ?rst and second fastener 
members to engage the ?rst and second fastener members. 

18. The airbag installation fastener of claim 16, further 
comprising an arm homo genously extending from the second 
fastener member, the arm having at least one engagement post 
homogenously and transversely extending from the arm 
adapted to engage a receiving aperture of the second fastener 
member. 

19. The airbag installation fastener of claim 16, further 
comprising a hinge section coupling the ?rst and second 
fastener members, the hinge section having opposed triangu 
lar-shaped hinge pins received in triangular-shaped hinge pin 
apertures of opposed hinge arms. 

20. The airbag installation fastener of claim 16, further 
comprising: 

a plurality of keys radially extending from the raised sur 
face; 

a plurality of key slots radially extending from and in 
communication With the recessed surface, the key slots 
adapted to receive individual ones of the keys When the 
?rst fastener member is engaged With the second fas 
tener member. 

21. The airbag installation fastener of claim 16, further 
comprising a keyWay shaped aperture created in each of the 
?rst and second fastener members located Within each of the 
raised and recessed surfaces, respectively, the keyWay shaped 
apertures coaxially aligned When the ?rst fastener member is 
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engaged With the second fastener member, and adapted to 
receive a vehicle body mounted fastener to support the airbag 
installation fastener. 

22. The airbag installation fastener of claim 21, further 
comprising a ramped surface positioned proximate to the 
keyWay shaped aperture of the second fastener member, the 
ramped surface operable to engage a head of the vehicle body 
mounted fastener and force the ?rst fastener member toWard 
the second fastener member to frictionally sandWich the air 
bag member. 

23. A method for installing an airbag installation fastener, 
the airbag installation fastener including a polymeric body 
having homo genously connected members in a fastener open 
condition, the body including ?rst and second fastener mem 
bers connected by a hinge member; a raised engagement ring 
of the ?rst fastener member; a recessed ring of the second 
fastener member; a de?ectable engagement post homog 
enously extending from one of the ?rst and second fastener 
members; and an arm member homo genously extending from 
the second fastener member, the method comprising: 

rotating the ?rst and second fastener members toWard each 
other about the hinge member until the de?ectable 
engagement post is received by an aperture of the other 
one of the ?rst and second fastener members to engage 
the ?rst and second fastener members With an air bag 
member sandWiched in betWeen; 

attaching the ?rst and second fastener members With the air 
bag member sandWiched betWeen to a vehicle connected 
fastener; and 

sWinging the arm member to engage the arm member With 
the second fastener member and to position the arm 
member proximate to the vehicle connected fastener to 
visually indicate a completed installation of the air bag 
installation fastener. 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising aligning an 
aperture of the air bag member With the raised engagement 
ring prior to the rotating step. 

25. The method of claim 23, further comprising homog 
enously connecting a hinge pin to the second fastener member 
adapted to be received in a hinge pin aperture of a hinge arm 
homogenously connected to the ?rst fastener member. 

* * * * * 


