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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR POSITIONING 
A TRACKING SENSOR FOR OPTIMAL 

ACCURACY 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 

FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 
DEVELOPMENT 

Not applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to sensor tracking 
in a medical procedure. Speci?cally, the present invention 
provides a method and system for positioning a tracking 
sensor for optimal accuracy. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary tracking system 100. Sys 
tem 100 includes an imaging device 110, a table 120, a patient 
130, a tracking sensor 140, a medical device or implant 150, 
tracker electronics 160, an image processor 170, and a display 
device 180. Imaging device 110 is depicted as a C-arm useful 
for obtaining x-ray images of an anatomy of patient 130, but 
may be any imaging device 110 useful in a tracking system. 
Imaging device or modality 110 is in communication With 
image processor 170. Image processor 170 is in communica 
tion With tracker electronics 160 and display device 180. 
Tracker electronics 160 is in communication (not shoWn) 
With one or more of a tracking sensor attached to imaging 
modality 110, a tracking sensor attached to medical instru 
ment 150 and sensor 140. 

Sensor 140 is placed on patient to be used as a reference 
frame in a surgical procedure. For example, sensor 140 may 
be rigidly ?xed to patient 130 in an area near an anatomy 
Where patient 130 is to have an implant 150 inserted or an 
instrument 150 employed in a medical procedure. The instru 
ment or implant 150 may also include a sensor, thereby alloW 
ing for the position and/ or orientation of the implant or instru 
ment 150 to be tracked relative to the sensor 140. Sensor 140 
may include either a transmitting or receiving sensor, or 
include a transponder. 

Typically, in operation, imaging modality 110 obtains one 
or more images of a patient anatomy in the vicinity of sensor 
140. Tracker electronics 160 may track the position and/or 
orientation of any one or more of imaging modality 110, 
sensor 140, and instrument 150 relative to each other and 
communicate such data to image processor 170. 

Imaging modality 110 can communicate image signals of a 
patient’s anatomy to the image processor 170. Image proces 
sor 170 may then combine one or more images of an anatomy 
With tracking data determined by tracker electronics 160 to 
create an image of the patient anatomy With one or more of 
sensor 140 and instrument 150 represented in the image. For 
example, the image may shoW the location of sensor 140 
relative to the anatomy or a region of interest in the anatomy. 

Sensor 140 and sensors attached or embedded in an 
implant or medical instrument may be electromagnetic sen 
sors. HoWever, frequently a surgical environment such as 
system 100 includes several items that may cause interference 
in the tracking of a sensor relative to another sensor 140. For 
example, any metal object in the vicinity of the sensors may 
result in interference to the accurate measurement of one 
sensor relative to another. Frequently tables 120, imaging 
devices 110 and other medical instruments 150 contain metal 
that interfere With such tracking. 
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2 
Therefore, in order to obtain increased accuracy of tracking 

an implant or instrument 150 relative to a sensor 140, sensor 

140 should be placed as close as possible to a region of 
interest in a patient 130. For example, as the accuracy of 
electromagnetic tracking sensors (such as sensor 140) 
decreases as the distance betWeen sensor 140 and another 

sensor increases, it is desirable to locate sensor 140 as close to 
the region of interest as possible. 

Current methods and systems include attaching the trans 
mitting sensor 140 to a rigid point of a patient 130. This 
typically involves ?xing sensor 140 onto a bone of the patient 
130. A sensor attached to the instrument or implant 150 is 
then examined to determine if accurate tracking data is 
obtained from one or more of sensor 140 and the sensor 

attached to the instrument/implant 150. If inaccurate mea 
surements are obtained (due to interference or otherwise), 
then sensor 140 must be detached from patient 130 and re 
located. For example, in order to rigidly ?x sensor 140 to a 
patient’s bone, a surgeon has to cut into the patient. If the 
sensor 140 is not properly ?xed to the bone, the surgeon must 
detach the sensor 140 from the patient, make another incision 
into the patient, and re-?x the sensor 140 to the patient. Such 
a trial-and-error process can result in unnecessary extended 
periods of time for surgery and unnecessary incisions into a 
patient anatomy. 

Other methods and systems may measure the anticipated 
accuracy of a sensor 140 ?xed to a patient anatomy. Speci? 
cally, current methods and systems ?x sensor 140 to an 
anatomy, take several images of the anatomy (While tracking 
the position of sensor 140 relative to another point, such as the 
imaging device or While tracking the position of the imaging 
device relative to sensor 140), and display an estimation of 
probable tracking inaccuracies. For example, the display may 
include an image of the patient anatomy With indicators 
located on the image at various points. The indicators include 
an estimation of hoW inaccurate the tracking of sensor 140 
may be at that point. For example, one indicator located near 
the center of the displayed image may indicate that the track 
ing of a medical device or implant relative to sensor 140 may 
be inaccurate by up to 2 mm. Another indicator located near 
the edge of the displayed image may indicate that the tracking 
of a medical device or implant relative to sensor 140 at that 

point may be inaccurate by up to 10 mm. In this Way, current 
method and systems may notify a surgeon of the estimated 
tracking inaccuracies at various points relative to the patient 
anatomy. 

HoWever, these systems and methods do not provide for the 
positioning of sensor 140 close to a region of interest to 
increase the accuracy of the tracking system. As described 
above, these systems and methods merely indicate hoW inac 
curate the tracking of one point relative to a sensor 140 may be 
at various points. In this Way, current systems and methods 
estimate tracking inaccuracies instead of increasing the accu 
racy of the tracking system. 

Thus, a need exists for a method and system for positioning 
an electromagnetic tracking transmitter in order to increase 
the accuracy of a tracking system. Such a method and system 
can provide for increased accuracy in tracking measurements 
during a medical procedure by placing a tracking sensor in a 
position of increased accuracy for electromagnetic tracking 
measurements. In addition, such a system and method can 
decrease the time of surgery and amount of invasive proce 
dures into a patient anatomy While increasing the accuracy of 
a tracking system. 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a method for positioning an 
electromagnetic tracking sensor. The method includes attach 
ing a sensor to a patient anatomy, obtaining an image of the 
anatomy, indicating a siZe of each of a plurality of three 
dimensional volumes on the image, Where the plurality of 
volumes include a smaller and larger volume, and making a 
determination of Whether a region of interest is encompassed 
by one or more of the volumes. 

The present invention also provides a system for position 
ing an electromagnetic tracking sensor. The system includes 
a sensor attached to a patient anatomy, an imaging modality 
obtaining an image of the anatomy, an image processor indi 
cating a siZe of each of a plurality of three-dimensional vol 
umes on the image, Where the plurality of volumes includes a 
smaller and larger volume, and an operator of the system 
making a determination of Whether a region of interest is 
encompassed by one or more of the volumes. 

The present invention also provides a method for optimiZ 
ing a tracking sensor position. The method includes attaching 
a tracking sensor to a patient anatomy, imaging the anatomy 
With a plurality of images, identifying a preferred volume and 
an outer volume in the plurality of images, and repositioning 
the sensor based on a comparison of a location of a region of 
interest in the anatomy and locations of the ?rst and second 
volumes in the plurality of images. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary tracking system. 
FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of an exemplary 

image 210 obtained by the present invention used in accor 
dance With an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic diagram of a ?rst image of a 
patient’s anatomy in a ?rst tWo-dimensional plane according 
to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 illustrates an image after a reference frame repre 
sented by a sensor has been moved to encompass a region of 
interest in accordance With an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic diagram of a second image 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a ?owchart for a method for positioning a 
tracking sensor according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

The foregoing summary, as Well as the folloWing detailed 
description of certain embodiments of the present invention, 
Will be better understood When read in conjunction With the 
appended draWings. For the purpose of illustrating the inven 
tion, certain embodiments are shoWn in the draWings. It 
should be understood, hoWever, that the present invention is 
not limited to the arrangements and instrumentality shoWn in 
the attached draWings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

As described above, tracking systems typically have sev 
eral sources of interference With electromagnetic tracking of 
one sensor relative to another. In addition, electromagnetic 
tracking sensors tend to be accurate over a small range and 
lose their accuracy as one sensor moves farther aWay from 

another. HoWever, by locating a region of interest in an 
anatomy of a patient in a close proximity to a sensor, the 
effects of interference on the tracking system may be greatly 
reduced. 
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4 
As described above, sensor 140 can include a transmitting 

or receiving sensor, or a transponder. Sensor 140 may be used 
in a tracking system such as illustrated in FIG. 1 and as 
described above. 
A surgeon ?rst attaches sensor 140 to an anatomy of a 

patient. The patient anatomy may include a region of interest. 
Sensor 140 may be attached in removable state. For example, 
sensor 140 may be temporarily a?ixed to the patient by use of 
an adhesive, for example. In this Way, sensor 140 may be 
easily removed and repositioned if needed. 

Next, an imaging device 110 obtains one or more images of 
the patient anatomy. As described above, imaging device 110 
can be imaging modality useful in a tracking system. For 
example, imaging device 110 can include a C-arm x-ray 
imaging modality. 
The images can be obtained at various angles With respect 

to each other. For example, imaging device 110 can obtain 
tWo images orthogonal to each other. HoWever, a greater 
number of images may be obtained. In addition, the angular 
difference betWeen the images may vary from 90° and may be 
any angle, such as 45°, for example. A user may therefore 
obtain multiple vieWs at angles that visualiZe particular 
aspects of a patient anatomy. 

While imaging device 110 obtains the images, the position 
of the imaging device 110 relative to sensor 140 is tracked for 
each image. The imaging device 110 position can be tracked 
relative to sensor 140 by af?xing another sensor to imaging 
device 110, for example. A device such as tracker electronics 
160 knoWn to those of ordinary skill in the art can be used to 
track the position and/or orientation of imaging device 110 
relative to sensor, for example. Tracker electronics 160 can 
communicate the position and/ or orientation data to an image 
processor 170, such as described in FIG. 1. 
Once imaging device 110 has obtained at least one image, 

the image(s) are communicated to an image processor 170, 
such as described in FIG. 1. Image processor 170 may then 
combine the images and the tracking data to create an image 
to be displayed on a display device 180. The display device 
180 can be any device capable of displaying an image to a 
user. For example, the display device can include a computer 
monitor. The displayed image can include representations of 
sensor 140 and/or a medical instrument 150 based on at least 
the tracking data. 

Typically, tracking measurements are more accurate Within 
a given distance of sensor 140. For example, Within a given 
distance of a sensor 140, electromagnetic interference may be 
minimiZed or constitute a lesser component of the magnetic 
?eld measured by sensor 140 or some other component of the 
tracking system. 
A constant distance from sensor 140 in three dimensions 

can include a sphere, for example. In an embodiment, the 
present invention includes tWo or more spheres that represent 
tWo or more constant distances from sensor 140. For example, 
a smaller sphere may be labeled as an alpha sphere and a 
larger sphere may be labeled as a beta sphere. In this Way, the 
alpha sphere can include a constant distance from sensor 140 
that is smaller than the constant distance from sensor 140 
included in the beta sphere. 

HoWever, the present invention is not to be limited to 
spheres. Any useful geometric indicator may be useful in the 
present invention to represent a distance from sensor. For 
example, the alpha and beta spheres may be replaced by 
ellipsoids, cubes, or any other three dimensional geometric 
shape. 

In addition, the present invention is not to be limited to tWo 
geometric shapes representing various distances from sensor 
140. For example, an embodiment of the present invention 
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may include only a single sphere (for example, the alpha 
sphere) Without any additional spheres or shapes. Further, the 
present invention may include more than tWo geometric 
shapes, for example. 
The alpha and beta spheres each or collectively may rep 

resent volumes surrounding sensor 140 Where electromag 
netic tracking of sensor 140 relative to a medical device or 
implant 150 (or of device/implant 150 relative to sensor 140) 
is highly accurate. For example, the alpha and/or spheres can 
include one or more distances from sensor 140 Where elec 

tromagnetic interference to electromagnetic tracking is 
reduced or constitutes a lesser component of the measured 
magnetic ?eld. The alpha and/ or beta sphere may therefore be 
a useful indicator of a “sWeet spot” for purposes of increased 
accuracy in electromagnetic tracking systems. 

In general, in order to increase tracking accuracy, an opera 
tor of a tracking system may desire that a region of interest of 
a patient be located Within one or more of the alpha and beta 
spheres. For example, in the insertion of an arti?cial hip into 
a patient, sensor 140 may be attached to a patient. Another 
tracking sensor may be attached or embedded in the hip 
implant, for example. As the implant is inserted into the 
patient, the surgeon may employ the tracking system to track 
the position and/or orientation of the hip implant in order to 
ensure proper alignment and placement of the hip implant, for 
example. The surgeon typically desires that the volume of the 
patient in Which the implant sensor is located have little to no 
electromagnetic interference. Such a volume may be consid 
ered a “region of interest”. The surgeon may then desire for 
the region of interest to be as close as possible to sensor 140. 
In this Way, the surgeon may employ the present invention to 
locate the region of interest Within one or more of the alpha 
and beta spheres. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of an exemplary 
image 210 obtained by the present invention used in accor 
dance With an embodiment of the present invention. Image 
210 includes a representation of sensor 140, an alpha circle 
143, and a beta circle 145. Alpha and beta circles 143, 145 are 
tWo-dimensional representations of the alpha and beta 
spheres, respectively. The alpha andbeta circles 143, 145 may 
be concentric With sensor 140 acting as a common center 

point. HoWever, as described above, various geometric 
shapes may be used in accordance With the present invention. 
Therefore, While circles 143, 145 in FIG. 2 represent the alpha 
and beta spheres, other shapes may be used, such as squares 
representing cubes, for example. 

The alpha and beta circles 143, 145 may be marked on an 
image by an image processor 170. For example, the image 
processor 170 can draW circles 143, 145 based on tWo dis 
tances (that de?ne the alpha and beta spheres, as described 
above) stored in a memory and a tracked position and/or 
orientation of sensor 140 relative to imaging modality 110 (or 
modality 110 relative to sensor 140). 
A surgeon may use image 210 and alpha and beta circles 

143, 145 to determine Whether one or more of the alpha and 
beta spheres include a region of interest in a tWo dimensional 
plane represented by image 210. For example, if a region of 
interest is located Within one or more of the alpha and beta 
circles 143, 145 in image 210, a surgeon can therefore knoW 
that the region of interest is located Within one or more of the 
spheres 143, 145 in the tWo dimensional plane represented by 
image 210. 
By obtaining additional images at various angles With 

respect to each other and indicating the limits of spheres 143, 
145 in each tWo dimensional image, a surgeon can obtain 
additional details on the proximity of the region of interest to 
one or more of the alpha and beta spheres in additional tWo 
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6 
dimensional planes. The surgeon may therefore obtain a bet 
ter estimation of the proximity of the region of interest to the 
alpha and beta spheres in three dimensions, for example. 

In general, the alpha sphere may be considered to be a 
“bulls eye” or target sensor 140 volume. For example, the 
alpha sphere can represent the volume in Which a surgeon 
prefers the region of interest to be located. The beta sphere 
may be considered a discretionary or “outer limit” sensor 140 
volume. For example, the beta sphere can represent the outer 
edges of a volume in Which the surgeon requires the region of 
interest to be located. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, the beta circle 
145 may act as a discretionary point at Which a surgeon may 
determine Whether sensor 140 needs to be repositioned. For 
example, a surgeon may obtain a ?rst image Where a region of 
interest is located Within the alpha circle 143. HoWever, upon 
obtaining a second image, the surgeon may discover that the 
region of interest is located With the beta circle 145, but 
outside of the alpha circle 143. The surgeon may then employ 
his or her discretion to determine Whether sensor 140 needs to 
be repositioned. The surgeon may consider the presence of 
sensor 140 Within the beta circle 145 in the second image to be 
satisfactory as sensor 140 is located Within the alpha circle 
143 in the ?rst image. HoWever, the surgeon may also con 
sider the presence of sensor 140 Within the beta circle 145 in 
any image to be unsatisfactory, and may reposition sensor 140 
accordingly. 
A surgeon may employ the present invention to improve 

the accuracy of a tracking system by obtaining a plurality of 
images detailing the relative proximity of a region of interest 
to the alpha and beta spheres as folloWs. For example, a 
surgeon may obtain a ?rst image and determine that a region 
of interest is not located Within either the alpha or beta 
spheres. As sensor 140 is easily detached and re-attached to 
the patient, the surgeon may then move sensor 140 to another 
position on the patient anatomy. 
A display device displaying the ?rst image may then rep 

resent the movement of sensor 140 relative to the patient or 
some other ?xed point (such as, for example, the imaging 
device 110) by moving the alpha and beta circles 143, 145 
according to the movement of sensor 140. For example, if a 
surgeon moves sensor 140 20 mm along a limb of a patient, 
the display device may move the alpha and beta circles 143, 
145 a corresponding distance in ?rst image. In this Way, a 
surgeon may quickly place sensor 140 in a more accurate 
tracking position in at least one tWo dimensional plane (rep 
resented by the active image). 
The present invention thus provides for the ability for a 

surgeon to obtain an image of an initial placement of a sensor 
140, the determination of Whether sensor 140 needs to be 
moved, and, if so, the resulting movement of sensor 140. The 
surgeon is therefore able to move the tracking frame of ref 
erence (represented by sensor 140) based on at least one or 
more images of a patient anatomy. 
The present invention may be illustrates by the folloWing 

example. A surgeon temporarily attaches sensor 140 to a 
patient anatomy and obtains at least one image, for example a 
?rst image 310. FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic diagram of ?rst 
image 310 of a patient’s anatomy in a ?rst tWo-dimensional 
plane according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
First image 310 includes sensor 140, a ?rst alpha circle 343, 
a ?rst beta circle 345, and a region of interest 320. The label 
“?rst” for alpha and beta circles 343, 34.5 is used to indicate 
Which image and Which tWo dimensional plane the circles 
343, 345 are associated With. 
The surgeon examines image 310 to determine Whether 

region 320 is located Within one or more of the alpha and beta 
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circles 343, 345. For example, in FIG. 3 region 320 is located 
outside both circles 343, 345. The sensor 140 therefore needs 
to be re-positioned. The surgeon may then detach or remove 
sensor 140 from the patient. The sensor 140 may then be 
re-attached to the patient in an attempt to locate region 320 
Within one or more of circles 343, 345. For example, the 
surgeon may move sensor 140 While looking at image 310 
displayed on a display device. As sensor 140 is moved, the 
alpha and beta circles 343, 345 correspondingly move in 
image 310. The surgeon may therefore move sensor 140 so 
that one or more of the alpha and beta circles 343, 345 encom 
pass region 320, for example. 

For example, FIG. 4 illustrates image 310' after a reference 
frame represented by sensor 140 has been moved to encom 
pass region of interest 320 in accordance With an embodiment 
of the present invention. Image 310' of FIG. 4 includes ?rst 
alpha and beta circles 343, 345, sensor 140, and region 320. 
Image 310' also includes alpha and beta circles 343', 345' and 
sensor 140'. Circles 343' and 345' and sensor 140' represent 
the displayed location of alpha and beta circles 343, 345 and 
sensor 140 after sensor 140 has been moved. Therefore, a 
surgeon can Witness the movement of alpha and beta circles 
343, 345 and sensor 140 from their initial positions (for 
example, circles 343, 345 and sensor 140) to the neW posi 
tions (for example, circles 343', 345' and sensor 140') on a 
display device While sensor 140 is moved. 

The surgeon may then Wish to obtain a second image 510 a 
given angular distance from ?rst image 310. FIG. 5 illustrates 
a schematic diagram of a second image 510 according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. Second image 510 
includes sensor 140, a second alpha circle 543, a second beta 
circle 545, and region of interest 320. 

The label “second” for alpha and beta circles 543, 545 is 
used to indicate Which image and Which tWo dimensional 
plane the circles 543, 545 are associated With. For example, as 
image 310 may be associated With a ?rst tWo-dimensional 
plane, second image 510 may similarly be associated With a 
second, different tWo-dimensional plane orthogonal to that of 
?rst image 310. In such an example, ?rst image 310 may be an 
AP x-ray image obtained by a C-arm device While second 
image 51 0 may be a lateral x-ray image obtained by the C-arm 
device. 

Similar to as described above, a surgeon may examine 
second image 510 in order to determine the proximity of 
region 320 to sensor 140. In second image 510, for example, 
region 320 is located Within beta circle 545, but not Within 
alpha circle 543 . As described above, the surgeon may then, in 
his or her discretion, decide Whether to reposition sensor 140 
or Whether to rigidly ?x sensor 140 to the patient. For 
example, as region 320 is located Within alpha circle 343' in 
FIG. 4, sensor 140 is optimally located in the tWo-dimen 
sional plane of image 310. HoWever, region 320 is located 
Within beta circle 545, but not alpha circle 543, of image 510. 
Therefore, sensor is not optimally located in the tWo-dimen 
sional plane of image 510. The surgeon may therefore decide 
Whether to reposition sensor 140 so as to more optimally 
locate region 320 (for example, by placing sensor 140 so that 
region 320 is in alpha circle 343 of image 310 and alpha circle 
543 of image 510) or to rigidly ?x sensor 140 in its current 
position. 

Depending upon an operator’s requirements of the prox 
imity of region 320 to sensor 140, as feW as tWo images may 
be required. For example, a surgeon may only examine tWo 
images (such as images 310 and 510, for example) to deter 
mine the proximity betWeen region 320 and sensor 140. HoW 
ever, a surgeon may require more images at varying angles to 
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8 
obtain more information concerning the proximity of sensor 
140 to region 320 in various planes. 

In addition, the surgeon may use different siZed-spheres (or 
other geometric shapes) for different tWo-dimensional 
planes. For example, a surgeon may use a smaller-sized alpha 
sphere (and/or beta sphere) in one image While using a larger 
alpha sphere (and/or beta sphere) in another image. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a ?owchart for a method 600 for posi 
tioning a tracking sensor according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. First, at step 610, a sensor 140 is attached 
to a patient. As described above, sensor 140 is removably 
attached to the patient. 

Next, at step 620, a ?rst image 310 of a patient’s anatomy 
and sensor 140 is obtained, as described above. The position 
of the imaging device 110 may be tracked relative to sensor 
140, for example. If one or more of a region of interest 320 
and sensor 140 are not visible in ?rst image 310, then sensor 
140 may be moved or the imaged area of patient may be 
changed before re-obtaining ?rst image 310. In this Way, step 
620 may repeat until at least one of region 320 and sensor 140 
are visible in ?rst image 310. 
At step 630, an alpha circle 343 and a beta circle 345 are 

draWn onto ?rst image 310, as described above. Circles 343, 
345 may represent alpha and beta spheres, respectively, for 
example. 

Next, at step 640, an operator of the tracking system exam 
ines ?rst image 310 to determine Whether region 320 in a 
patient anatomy is located Within one or more of the alpha and 
beta spheres in the tWo-dimensional plane represented by 
image 310. The surgeon or operator may perform this step by 
determining Whether region 320 is located Within one or more 
of alpha and beta circles 343 and 345, for example, as 
described above. Based on at least this determination, method 
600 may proceed to either step 650 (if region 320 is located 
Within one or more of alpha and beta spheres) or to step 645 
(if region 320 is not located Within either of the alpha and beta 
spheres). 

If method 600 proceeds to step 645, a surgeon or operator 
of the system moves sensor 140 so that sensor 140 is closer in 
proximity to region 320 in the tWo-dimensional plane repre 
sented by the image. Method 600 then proceeds to step 630, 
Where the alpha and beta circles 343, 345 (representing the 
alpha and beta spheres, respectively) are draWn onto image 
310 in their neW position relative to region 320. Method 600 
then again proceeds to step 640, Where an operator or surgeon 
again determines Whether either alpha or beta circles 343, 345 
include region 320. In this Way, method 600 may include a 
loop from step 640 to step 645 to step 630 When region 320 is 
not Within one or more of the alpha and beta spheres Within 
the tWo-dimensional plane represented by image 310. 

Next, at step 650, another image 510 of the patient anatomy 
and sensor 140 is obtained. As described above, image 510 
may be obtained at a different angle than image 310. For 
example, images 310 and 510 may be mutually orthogonal. 

Next, at step 660, alpha and beta circles 543, 545 (repre 
senting the alpha and beta spheres in the tWo-dimensional 
plane of image 510) are draWn on image 510, similar to step 
630 and as described above. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, an alpha 
and/or beta circle of one image may be of a different siZe than 
an alpha and/or beta circle of another image, as described 
above. 

Next, at step 670, a surgeon or an operator of the tracking 
system examines image 510 to determine Whether region 320 
is located Within one or more of the alpha and beta spheres. 
Based on at least this determination, method 600 may proceed 
to either step 680 (if region 320 is located Within one or more 



US 7,660,622 B2 
9 

of alpha and beta circles 543, 545 representative of the alpha 
and beta spheres, respectively, in the tWo-dimensional plane 
of image 510) or to step 675 (if region 320 is not located 
Within either alpha or beta circle 543 or 545). 

In another embodiment of the present invention, a surgeon 
or operator may proceed to step 680 from step 670 if region 
320 is Within the alpha circle 343 of the ?rst image 310, but is 
outside the alpha circle 543 of the second image 510, as long 
as region 320 is Within the beta circle 545 of the second image 
510. As described above, the beta circle 345, 545 may there 
fore be referred to as a discretionary circle. 

If region 320 is not located Within either circle 543 or 545, 
or the surgeon or operator determines that sensor 140 is not 
otherWise close enough to region 320, method 600 proceeds 
to step 675 Where the surgeon or operator may move sensor 
140. After sensor 140 is moved, method 600 proceeds to step 
660, Where alpha and beta circles 543, 545 are again draWn on 
second image 510 in their neW positions. Method 600 may 
then again proceed to step 670, Where the surgeon or operator 
determines Whether region 320 is Within close enough prox 
imity to one or more of alpha and beta circles 543, 545, as 
described above. In this Way, method 600 may include a loop 
from step 670 to step 675 to step 650 When an operator or 
surgeon determines that region 320 is not Within a close 
enough proximity to sensor 140. 

Next, at step 680, the surgeon or operator determines 
Whether to obtain additional images. As described above, 
additional images at varying angles With respect to each other 
may be obtained in order to optimally locate sensor 140 
relative to region 320. If it is determined that additional 
images are desired, method 600 may proceed to step 650. If 
no additional images are desired, method 600 may proceed to 
step 690. 

Next, at step 690, sensor 140 may be rigidly ?xed to the 
patient anatomy and the medical procedure may proceed. 

While particular elements, embodiments and applications 
of the present invention have been shoWn and described, it is 
understood that the invention is not limited thereto since 
modi?cations may be made by those skilled in the art, par 
ticularly in light of the foregoing teaching. It is therefore 
contemplated by the appended claims to cover such modi? 
cations and incorporate those features that come Within the 
spirit and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for positioning an electromagnetic tracking 

sensor, said method including: 
determining a region of interest in a patient anatomy, 

Wherein said region of interest represents an area of 
reduced electromagnetic interference; 

attaching said sensor to said patient anatomy; 
obtaining an image of said anatomy; 
indicating a siZe of each of a plurality of volumes on said 

image, said plurality of volumes including a predeter 
mined smaller and larger volume, Wherein each volume 
in said plurality of volumes represents at least one dis 
tance from said sensor, Wherein said larger volume con 
tains said smaller volume; 

making a determination of Whether said region of interest is 
encompassed by one or more of said volumes; and 

moving said sensor based on at least said making a deter 
mination step such that the region of interest is encom 
passed by at least one of said volumes. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein said volumes are con 
centric With said sensor located at a center of said volumes. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein said smaller volume 
represents a distance from said sensor in Which said region is 
preferred to be located. 
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4. The method of claim 1, Wherein said moving step 

includes moving said sensor if said region is not located 
Within said smaller volume. 

5. The method of claim 1, Wherein said moving step 
includes moving said sensor if said region is not located 
Within said larger volume. 

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein said volumes include at 
least one sphere. 

7. The method of claim 1, Wherein said indicating step 
includes draWing a tWo-dimensional representation of at least 
one of said volumes in said image. 

8. The method of claim 1, further including: 
obtaining a second image of said anatomy; 
indicating a siZe of each of a secondplurality of volumes on 

said second image, said second plurality of volumes 
including a second smaller volume and second larger 
volume; and 

making a second determination of Whether said region is 
encompassed by one or more of said second volumes. 

9. The method of claim 8, further including: 
moving said sensor based on at least one or more of said 

making a determination step and said making a second 
determination step. 

10. The method of claim 8, Wherein said image and said 
second image are mutually orthogonal. 

11. A system for positioning an electromagnetic tracking 
sensor, said system including: 

a sensor adapted to attach to a patient anatomy; 
an imaging modality adapted to obtain an image of said 

anatomy; 
an image processor adapted to indicate a siZe of each of a 

plurality of volumes on said image, said plurality of 
volumes including a predetermined smaller and larger 
volume, Wherein each volume in said plurality of vol 
umes represents at least one distance from said sensor, 
Wherein said larger volume contains said smaller vol 
ume, Wherein said image processor is further adapted to 
indicate a region of interest in said patient anatomy to aid 
in making a determination of Whether said region of 
interest is encompassed by one or more of said volumes, 
Wherein said region of interest represents an area of 
reduced electromagnetic interference, Wherein said 
image processor is further adapted to aid in making a 
decision of Whether to move said sensorbased on at least 
said determination of Whether said region of interest is 
encompassed by one or more of said volumes, and 
Wherein said sensor is further adapted to be moved based 
on at least said decision such that the region of interest is 
encompassed by at least one of said volumes. 

12. The system of claim 11, Wherein said volumes are 
concentric With said sensor located at a center of said vol 
umes. 

13. The system of claim 11, Wherein said smaller volume 
represents a distance from said sensor in Which said region is 
preferred to be located. 

14. The system of claim 11, Wherein said image processor 
is further adapted to aid in making a decision of Whether to 
move said sensor based on Whether said region is located 
Within said smaller volume. 

15. The system of claim 11, Wherein said image processor 
is further adapted to aid in making a decision of Whether to 
move said sensor based on Whether said region is located 
Within said larger volume. 

16. The system of claim 11, Wherein said volumes include 
at least one sphere. 
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17. The system of claim 11, wherein said image processor 
draws a tWo-dimensional representation of at least one of said 
volumes in said image. 

18. The system of claim 11, Wherein said imaging modality 
is further adapted to obtain a second image of said anatomy 
and said image processor is further adapted to indicate a siZe 
of each of a second plurality of volumes on said second image 
to aid in making a second determination of Whether said 
region is encompassed by one or more of said second vol 
umes, Wherein said second plurality of volumes include a 
second smaller volume and second larger volume. 

19. The system of claim 18, Wherein said image processor 
is further adapted to aid in making a decision of Whether to 
move said sensor based on at least one or more of said deter 

mination and said second determination. 
20. The system of claim 18, Wherein said image and said 

second image are mutually orthogonal. 
21. A method for optimiZing a tracking sensor position, 

said method including: 
determining a region of interest in a patient anatomy, 

Wherein said region of interest represents an area of 
reduced electromagnetic interference; 

attaching said sensor to said patient anatomy; 
imaging said anatomy With a plurality of images; 
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identifying a predetermined preferred volume and a prede 

termined outer volume in said plurality of images, 
Wherein said preferred and outer volumes each repre 
sents at least one distance from said sensor, Wherein the 
outer volume contains the preferred volume; 

making a determination of Whether said region of interest is 
encompassed by one or more of said volumes; and 

moving said sensor based on at least said making a deter 
mination step such that the region of interest is encom 
passed by said preferred volume. 

22. The method of claim 21, Wherein said imaging step 
includes imaging said anatomy With at least tWo mutually 
orthogonal images. 

23. The method of claim 21, Wherein said attaching step 
includes temporarily attaching said sensor. 

24. The method of claim 21, Wherein said preferred and 
outer volumes are spheres With said sensor located at a center 
of said spheres. 

25. The method of claim 21, Wherein said moving step 
includes moving said sensor When said region of interest is 
located outside said outer volume in at least one of said 
images. 


