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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR 
PROTECTING A SENSITIVE DEVICE FROM 

CORROSION 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation in part of US. patent 
application Ser. No. 12/115,449, ?led May 5, 2008, and 
Which is herein incorporated by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to data storage systems, and 
more particularly, this invention relates to magnetic heads for 
tape drives, and coatings to prevent corrosion thereon. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In magnetic storage systems, data is read from and Written 
onto magnetic recording media utiliZing magnetic transduc 
ers commonly. Data is Written on the magnetic recording 
media by moving a magnetic recording transducer to a posi 
tion over the media Where the data is to be stored. The mag 
netic recording transducer then generates a magnetic ?eld, 
Which encodes the data into the magnetic media. Data is read 
from the media by similarly positioning the magnetic read 
transducer and then sensing the magnetic ?eld of the mag 
netic media Read and Write operations may be independently 
synchronized With the movement of the media to ensure that 
the data can be read from and Written to the desired location 
on the media. 

An important and continuing goal in the data storage indus 
try is that of increasing the density of data stored on a 
medium. For tape storage systems, that goal has lead to 
increasing the track density on recording tape, and decreasing 
the thickness of the magnetic tape medium. HoWever, the 
development of small footprint, higher performance tape 
drive systems has created various problems in the design of a 
tape head assembly for use in such systems. 

In a tape drive system, magnetic tape is moved over the 
surface of the tape head at high speed. This movement gen 
erally must skive off the air betWeen the tape and the tape 
bearing surface (TBS) of the head in order to achieve a loW 
spacing betWeen the head sensor and the magnetic coating on 
the tape. Usually the tape head is designed to minimize the 
spacing betWeen the head and the tape. The spacing betWeen 
the magnetic head and the magnetic tape is crucial to mini 
miZe signal amplitude decrease from Wallace spacing losses, 
Which increase With increased magnetic recording ?ux den 
sities. Thus the TBS is in contact With the tape so that the read 
element is in near contact With the tape to provide effective 
coupling of the magnetic ?eld from the tape to the read 
element. The Wallace spacing is, among other factors, due to 
asperities on the tape and to erosion of the sensor due to Wear. 
Build up of non-magnetic material betWeen the sensor and the 
tape magnetic coating can also cause Wallace spacing. Cor 
rosion or oxidation initiated at the TBS of the sensor or the 
protective poles surrounding the sensor can also lead to Wal 
lace spacing losses. 

Fur‘ther, the AMR, GMR, TMR, etc. sensors usable in tape 
heads all have a propensity for corrosion. Corrosion or oxi 
dation of the sensor at the TBS can result in surface oxidation 
of the sensor metals Which result in an increase in the spacing 
betWeen the magnetically active portion of the sensor and the 
magnetic coating on the tape. High level corrosion can com 
pletely destroy the magnetic response of the sensor. One 
proposed solution is to recess the sensor and apply a hard 
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2 
protective overcoat, e. g., of alumina. HoWever, such materials 
are in contact With the tape, and tend to Wear aWay, thereby 
leaving the sensor unprotected. The methods of depositing 
the hard protective coatings require large expensive tools 
Which preclude the reapplication of a hard coating once it has 
been Worn off. Further, such recession results in Wallace 
spacing signal losses, Which are exacerbated the higher the 
density of the recorded data on the media. 

For tape heads, sensors can be recessed and ?ux guided, but 
?ux guides have not Worked Well due to head processing 
dif?culty and to spacing loss. 

Alternatively, GMR heads may be fabricated using mate 
rials that have improved corrosion resistance, but these mate 
rials may not provide optimal magnetic performance (ampli 
tude in particular). 

Head-media stiction is usually addressed by making the 
media rougher, but this may adversely affect the signal-to 
noise ratio and thus detection capability and ultimately areal 
density. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A method for protecting a magnetic head according to one 
embodiment includes reducing a relative humidity in a vicin 
ity of a magnetic head by passing an elevated bias current 
through a sensor of the head during at least some time periods 
When the sensor is not in use for reading data, the elevated bias 
current being chosen to be su?icient to heat the sensor to a 
level Which Will reduce the local relative humidity to beloW a 
threshold level for reducing or eliminating corrosion of the 
sensor. 

A method for protecting a magnetic head according to 
another embodiment includes, during a reading operation, 
setting potentials of a sensor and a substrate of the sensor to 
about a common value; and during an idle period, raising the 
potential of the substrate to a level above that of the sensor. 

A method for protecting a magnetic head according to yet 
another embodiment includes detecting a relative humidity in 
a vicinity of a magnetic head; comparing the detected relative 
humidity to a threshold level; and if the detected relative 
humidity is above the threshold level, passing an elevated bias 
current through a sensor of the head during at least some time 
periods When the sensor is not in use for reading data, the 
elevated bias current being chosen to be suf?cient to heat the 
sensor to a level Which Will reduce the local relative humidity 
to beloW the threshold level for reducing or eliminating cor 
rosion of the sensor. 

A method for protecting a magnetic head according to yet 
another embodiment includes detecting a relative humidity in 
a vicinity of a magnetic head; comparing the detected relative 
humidity to a threshold level; and setting a potential of the 
sensor at some value relative to the substrate or the surround 

ing materials based on the comparison. 

Any of these embodiments may be implemented in a mag 
netic data storage system such as a tape drive system, Which 
may include a magnetic head, a drive mechanism for passing 
a magnetic medium (e. g., recording tape) over the magnetic 
head, and a controller electrically coupled to the magnetic 
head. 

Other aspects, advantages and embodiments of the present 
invention Will become apparent from the folloWing detailed 
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description, Which, When taken in conjunction With the draW 
ings, illustrate by Way of example the principles of the inven 
tion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a simpli?ed tape drive 
system according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a side vieW of a ?at-lapped, bi-direc 
tional, tWo-module magnetic tape head according to one 
embodiment. 

FIG. 2A is a tape bearing surface vieW taken from Line 2A 
of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 2B is a detailed vieW taken from Circle 2B of FIG. 2A. 
FIG. 2C is a detailed vieW of a partial tape bearing surface 

of a pair of modules. 
FIG. 3 is a How diagram of a method according to one 

embodiment. 
FIG. 4 is a How diagram of a method according to one 

embodiment. 
FIG. 5 is a How diagram of a method according to one 

embodiment. 
FIG. 6 is a How diagram of a method according to one 

embodiment. 
FIG. 7A is a schematic diagram of a tape portion including 

an applicator portion according to one embodiment. 
FIG. 7B is a schematic diagram of a tape portion including 

a cleaning portion according to one embodiment. 
FIG. 7C is a schematic diagram of a tape portion including 

an applicator portion and a cleaning portion according to one 
embodiment. 

FIG. 8A is a simpli?ed side vieW draWing of a tape drive 
system With a tape engaging the head. 

FIG. 8B is a simpli?ed side vieW draWing of a tape drive 
system With a tape spaced from the head and an applicator 
engaging the head. 

FIG. 9A is a chart of corrosive effects on an uncoated 
l6-channel head subjected to a corrosive environment, plot 
ting change in resistance (in %) versus time elapsed (in 
hours). 

FIG. 9B is a chart of corrosive effects on a l6-channel head 
coated With squalane subjected to a corrosive environment, 
plotting change in resistance (in %) versus time elapsed (in 
hours). 

FIG. 9C is a chart of corrosive effects on a l6-channel head 
coated With squalane subjected to a more corrosive environ 
ment, plotting change in resistance (in %) versus time elapsed 
(in hours). 

FIG. 10 is a chart of scaled resistance versus current 

squared (in mA2). 
FIG. 11 is a chart of thermal conductance (in mW/o C.) 

versus stripe height (in um). 
FIG. 12 is a chart of resistance (in ohms) versus time (in 

hours) shoWing the effects of corrosion on sensors. 

FIG. 13 is a chart of resistance (in ohms) versus time (in 
hours) shoWing a resistance of corrosion by sensors. 

FIG. 14 is a simpli?ed schematic diagram of a tape drive 
system according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 15 is a How chart of a method for protecting a mag 
netic head according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 16 is a How chart of a method for protecting a mag 
netic head according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 17 is a How chart of a method for protecting a mag 
netic head according to one embodiment. 
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4 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The folloWing description is made for the purpose of illus 
trating the general principles of the present invention and is 
not meant to limit the inventive concepts claimed herein. 
Further, particular features described herein can be used in 
combination With other described features in each of the 
various possible combinations and permutations. 

Unless otherWise speci?cally de?ned herein, all terms are 
to be given their broadest possible interpretation including 
meanings implied from the speci?cation as Well as meanings 
understood by those skilled in the art and/or as de?ned in 
dictionaries, treatises, etc. 
The folloWing description discloses several preferred 

embodiments of tape-based storage systems, as Well as opera 
tion and/or component parts thereof. 

In one general embodiment, a method for protecting a 
magnetic head comprises applying an organic coating to a 
magnetic head for reducing exposure of the head to oxidation 
promoting materials, and storing the magnetic head. 

In another general embodiment, a method for protecting a 
magnetic head of a magnetic storage system comprises apply 
ing an organic coating to a magnetic head for reducing expo 
sure of the head to oxidation promoting or corrosive materi 
als, the organic coating being applied to the magnetic head 
after the head is installed in the magnetic storage system. The 
coating also reduces the exposure of the head to moisture 
(H2O) Which is an essential molecule to promote corrosion. 

In another general embodiment, a method comprises fab 
ricating a tape having an applicator portion for applying an 
organic coating to a magnetic head for reducing exposure of 
the head to oxidation promoting or corrosive materials, 
applying the organic coating to the applicator portion of the 
tape, and applying a lubricant to a data portion of the tape. 

In yet another general embodiment, a method comprises 
fabricating a tape having a data portion and a cleaning portion 
for removing an organic coating from a magnetic head. 

In a further general embodiment, a method comprises 
reducing a relative humidity in a vicinity of a magnetic head 
by passing an elevated bias current through a sensor of the 
head during at least some time periods When the sensor is not 
in use for reading data, the elevated bias current being chosen 
to be suf?cient to heat the sensor to a level Which Will reduce 
the local relative humidity to beloW a predetermined thresh 
old (also referred to herein as a “clip level”) for reducing or 
eliminating corrosion of the magnetic head. 
A method for protecting a magnetic head according to 

another general embodiment includes, during a reading 
operation, setting potentials of a sensor and a substrate of the 
sensor to about a common value; and during an idle period, 
raising the potential of the substrate to a level above that of the 
sensor. The potential of the sensor during the idle period may 
be set at either at about a same value as the potential of the 
sensor during the reading operation, or set higher or loWer 
than the potential of the sensor during the reading operation. 
A method for protecting a magnetic head according to yet 

another general embodiment includes detecting a relative 
humidity in a vicinity of a magnetic head; comparing the 
detected relative humidity to a threshold level; and if the 
detected relative humidity is above the threshold level, pass 
ing an elevated bias current through a sensor of the head 
during at least some time periods When the sensor is not in use 
for reading data, the elevated bias current being chosen to be 
suf?cient to heat the sensor to a level Which Will reduce the 
local relative humidity to beloW the threshold level for reduc 
ing or eliminating corrosion of the sensor. 
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A method for protecting a magnetic head according to yet 
another general embodiment includes detecting a relative 
humidity in a vicinity of a magnetic head; comparing the 
detected relative humidity to a threshold level; and setting a 
potential of the sensor at some value relative to the substrate 
or the surrounding materials based on the comparison. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a simpli?ed tape drive 100 of a tape-based 
data storage system, Which may be employed in the context of 
the present invention. While one speci?c implementation of a 
tape drive is shoWn in FIG. 1, it should be noted that the 
embodiments described herein may be implemented in the 
context of any type of tape drive system. 
As shoWn, a tape supply cartridge 120 and a take-up reel 

121 are provided to support a tape 122. One or more of the 
reels may form part of a removable cassette and are not 
necessarily part of the system 100. The tape drive, such as that 
illustrated in FIG. 1, may further include drive motor(s) to 
drive the tape supply cartridge 120 and the take-up reel 121 to 
move the tape 122 over a tape head 126 of any type. 

Guides 125 guide the tape 122 across the tape head 126. 
Such tape head 126 is in turn coupled to a controller assembly 
128 via a cable 130. The controller 128 typically controls 
head functions such as servo folloWing, Writing, reading, etc. 
The cable 13 0 may include read/Write circuits to transmit data 
to the head 126 to be recorded on the tape 122 and to receive 
data read by the head 126 from the tape 122. An actuator 132 
controls position of the head 126 relative to the tape 122. The 
remaining components of the simpli?ed tape drive 100 Will be 
discussed in reference to a speci?c embodiment of the sys 
tem. 

An interface may also be provided for communication 
betWeen the tape drive and a host (integral or external) to send 
and receive the data and for controlling the operation of the 
tape drive and communicating the status of the tape drive to 
the host, all as Will be understood by those of skill in the art. 
By Way of example, FIG. 2 illustrates a side vieW of a 

?at-lapped, bi-directional, tWo-module magnetic tape head 
200 Which may be implemented in the context of the present 
invention. As shoWn, the head includes a pair of bases 202, 
each equipped With a module 204, and ?xed at a small angle 
0t With respect to each other. The bases are typically 
“U-beams” that are adhesively coupled together. Each mod 
ule 204 includes a substrate 204A and a closure 204B With a 
gap 206 comprising readers and/or Writers situated therebe 
tWeen. In use, a tape 208 is moved over the modules 204 along 
a media (tape) bearing surface 209 in the manner shoWn for 
reading and Writing data on the tape 208 using the readers and 
Writers. The Wrap angle 0 of the tape 208 at edges going onto 
and exiting the ?at media support surfaces 209 are usually 
betWeen 1/s degree and 41/2 degrees. 

The substrates 204A are typically constructed of a Wear 
resistant material, such as a ceramic. The closures 204B made 
of the same or similar ceramic as the substrates 204A. 

The readers and Writers may be arranged in a piggyback 
con?guration. The readers and Writers may also be arranged 
in an interleaved con?guration. Alternatively, each array of 
channels may be readers or Writers only. Any of these arrays 
may contain one or more servo readers. 

FIG. 2A illustrates the tape bearing surface 209 of one of 
the modules 204 taken from Line 2A of FIG. 2. A represen 
tative tape 208 is shoWn in dashed lines. The module 204 is 
preferably long enough to be able to support the tape as the 
head steps betWeen data bands. 

In this example, the tape 208 includes 12-22 data bands, 
e.g., With 16 data bands and 17 servo tracks 210, as shoWn in 
FIG. 2A on a one-half inch Wide tape 208. The data bands are 
de?ned betWeen servo tracks 210. Each data band may 
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6 
include a number of data tracks, for example 96 data tracks 
(not shoWn). During read/Write operations, the elements 206 
are positioned Within one of the data bands. Outer readers, 
sometimes called servo readers, read the servo tracks 210. 
The servo signals are in turn used to keep the elements 206 
aligned With a particular track during the read/Write opera 
tions. 

FIG. 2B depicts a plurality of read and/or Write elements 
206 formed in a gap 218 on the module 204 in Circle 2B of 
FIG. 2A. As shoWn, the array of elements 206 includes, for 
example, 16 Writers 214, 16 readers 216 and tWo servo readers 
212, though the number of elements may vary. Illustrative 
embodiments include 8, 16, 32, and 40 elements per array 
206. A preferred embodiment includes 16 readers per array 
and/or 16 Writers per array. This alloWs the tape to travel more 
sloWly, thereby reducing speed-induced tracking and 
mechanical di?iculties. While the readers and Writers may be 
arranged in a piggyback con?guration as shoWn in FIG. 2B, 
the readers 216 and Writers 214 may also be arranged in an 
interleaved con?guration. Alternatively, each array of ele 
ments 206 may be readers or Writers only, and the arrays may 
contain one or more servo readers 212. As noted by consid 
ering FIGS. 2 and 2A-B together, each module 204 may 
include a complementary set of elements 206 for such things 
as bi-directional reading and Writing, read-While-Write capa 
bility, backWard compatibility, etc. 

FIG. 2C shoWs a partial tape bearing surface vieW of com 
plimentary modules of a magnetic tape head 200 according to 
one embodiment. In this embodiment, each module has a 
plurality of read/Write (R/W) pairs in a piggyback con?gura 
tion formed on a common substrate 204A and an optional 

electrically insulative layer 236. The Writers, exempli?ed by 
the Write head 214 and the readers, exempli?ed by the read 
head 216, are aligned parallel to a direction of travel of a tape 
medium thereacross to form an R/W pair, exempli?ed by the 
R/W pair 222. 

Several R/W pairs 222 may be present, such as 8, 16, 32, 64 
pairs, etc. The R/W pairs 222 as shoWn are linearly aligned in 
a direction generally perpendicular to a direction of tape 
travel thereacross. HoWever, the pairs may also be aligned 
diagonally, etc. Servo readers 212 are positioned on the out 
side of the array of R/W pairs, the function of Which is Well 
knoWn. 

Generally, the magnetic tape medium moves in either a 
forWard or reverse direction as indicated by arroW 220. The 
magnetic tape medium and head assembly 200 operate in a 
transducing relationship in the manner Well-knoWn in the art. 
The piggybacked MR head assembly 200 includes tWo thin 
?lm modules 224 and 226 of generally identical construction. 

Modules 224 and 226 are joined together With a space 
present betWeen closures 204B thereof (partially shoWn) to 
form a single physical unit to provide read-While-Write capa 
bility by activating the Writer of the leading module and 
reader of the trailing module aligned With the Writer of the 
leading module parallel to the direction of tape travel relative 
thereto. When a module 224, 226 ofa piggyback head 200 is 
constricted, layers are formed in the gap 218 created above an 
electrically conductive substrate 204A (partially shoWn), e. g., 
of AlTiC, in generally the folloWing order for the R/W pairs 
222: an insulating layer 236, a ?rst shield 232 typically of an 
iron alloy such as NiFe (per'malloy), CZT or AliFeiSi 
(Sendust), a sensor 234 for sensing a data track on a magnetic 
medium, a second shield 238 typically of a nickel-iron alloy 
(e.g., 80/20 Permalloy), ?rst and second Writer pole tips 228, 
230, and a coil (not shoWn). 
The ?rst and second Writer poles 228, 230 may be fabri 

cated from high magnetic moment materials such as 45/55 
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NiFe. Magnetoresistive (MR) sensors, such as AMR, GMR 
and TMR are multi-layer metals, Which include, among other 
metals and alloys: NiFe alloys, Cu, Ru, Co, CoFe alloys, 
PtMn alloys, IrMn alloys, as Well as others. Note that these 
materials are provided by Way of example only, and other 
materials may be used. Additional layers such as insulation 
betWeen the shields and/or pole tips and an insulation layer 
surrounding the sensor may be present. Illustrative materials 
for the insulation include alumina and other oxides, insulative 
polymers, etc. 

Referring noW to FIG. 3, a method 300 for protecting a 
magnetic head according to one embodiment is described. As 
an option, the present method 3 00 may be implemented in the 
context of the functionality and architecture of FIGS. 1-2C. 
Of course, hoWever, the method 300 may be carried out in any 
desired environment. It should also be noted that the afore 
mentioned de?nitions may apply during the present descrip 
tion. 

In operation 302, an organic coating is applied to a mag 
netic head for reducing exposure of the head to oxidation 
promoting materials, such as Water, oxygen, chlorine, bro 
mine, sulfur, sul?des, dihydrogen sul?de, sulfur dioxide, 
nitrogen dioxide, and other corrosive contaminants. 

The coating may be formed of virtually any protective 
material. Illustrative materials of Which the coating may be 
comprised include squalane, butyl stearate, para?ins, polyvi 
nyl chlorides, poly?uorinated ?lms, polyvinylidene ?uo 
rides, fatty acid esters, polyurethanes, etc. 

In another embodiment, the coating may comprise a tape 
lubricant, Which may be applied separately or come from a 
portion of the tape such as the leading portion, trailing por 
tion, or middle portion of the tape. In such an embodiment, 
the amount of tape lubricant present on the portion of the tape 
is preferably in excess of What is present on the other 
portion(s) of the tape so as to apply an amount effective to 
minimize or prevent corrosion. 
As alluded to above, the coating may be applied to the 

magnetic head by a tape. In one approach, the tape may have 
a portion that is designed to apply the coating as it is run over 
the head, preferably While the tape is engaged With the head in 
a tape drive system, feeding the tape from a tape supply 
cartridge, possibly shoWn as tape supply cartridge 120 in FIG. 
1. This tape may be designed to be used With standard tape 
drive systems, and may be loaded on a standard siZe tape 
supply cartridge. 

In another approach, the tape that applies the coating to the 
magnetic head may include an applicator portion and a data 
portion. FIG. 7A shoWs one possible tape With applicator 
portion approach according to one embodiment. In this 
embodiment, the tape 710 has a data portion 708 and may be 
used as a normal data tape, but also may apply the protective 
coating prior to, after, or in betWeen normal operations as a 
data tape. Also, the coating may be applied on a routine basis 
using the applicator portion 704, such as after a preset head 
running time, after a tape head traverse distance is reached 
(the total distance that the tape 710 has traveled over the head 
in both directions), etc. In addition, the applicator portion 704 
may comprise less magnetic portion of the tape 710 relative to 
the data portion 708. 

In another approach, the coating is applied to the magnetic 
head, and after a period of inactivity. Prior to using the mag 
netic head, the coating is preferably removed. Removal of the 
coating prior to use on tape, though may not be necessary, as 
the tape may rub the coating off and the additional magnetic 
spacing betWeen the sensor and the magnetic coating of the 
tape may be loW enough as to not substantially degrade the 
performance of the head. This can be useful, for example, if 
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8 
the magnetic head Will be stored, shipped, or subject to con 
ditions that might include oxidiZation promoting or corrosive 
materials, such as Water, oxygen, chorine, and other contami 
nants, etc. Prior to use, the coating may be removed by a 
cleaning portion on a tape Which is adapted to remove the 
coating. By “removed” What is meant is that a signi?cant 
portion of the coating is detached from the head, such as at 
least 10%, at least 25%, at least 50%, etc. Further, the coating 
may be completely removed. Once the coating is removed, 
the head may be used to read and Write magnetic data to the 
tape. After operation of the magnetic head is suspended, 
another coating may be applied by running a tape across the 
head, the tape including an applicator portion. Alternatively, 
other approaches for applying the coating may be used. 

In yet another approach, the tape includes a cleaning por 
tion and a data portion. FIG. 7B shoWs one possible tape With 
cleaning portion approach according to one embodiment. The 
cleaning portion 706 may comprise less magnetic material 
than the data portion 708. The cleaning portion 706 may be on 
the leading portion of the tape 710, as shoWn in FIG. 7B, or it 
may be on the back portion of the tape 710, so that the tape 
710 must be unWound from the tape supply cartridge 702 
before the cleaning portion 706 is reached. The cleaning 
portion 706 may also be included someWhere in the middle of 
the tape 710, or in several locations in the middle of the tape 
710. The cleaning portion 706 may also be located in some or 
all of these locations on the same tape 710. 

In another approach, the magnetic tape 710 may comprise 
a cleaning portion 706 for removing a coating from a head, an 
applicator portion 704 for applying a coating to a head, and a 
data portion 708, as shoWn in FIG. 7C. 

Another approach may use an applicator to apply the coat 
ing, such as a brush, stamp pad, Web, nonWoven material, 
dropper, injector, etc. The applicator may be comprised of any 
suitable material. Illustrative materials include fabric, 
impregnated rubber, foam, etc. 

In another embodiment, as shoWn in FIG. 8B, the applica 
tor 808 may be present in a drive or magnetic storage system 
800 in Which the magnetic head 802 resides. Also, the appli 
cator may rub across the magnetic head. 

In another embodiment, the applicator Which is present in 
a drive in Which the magnetic head resides presses against the 
magnetic head Without substantial Wiping. For example, the 
applicator stamps the magnetic head With a minimum amount 
of Wiping, e. g., Wipes less than 1/2 the Width of the tape bearing 
surface measured perpendicular to the direction of media 
travel the thereacross. 

In operation 304, the magnetic head is stored. The head 
may be stored for many reasons such as prior to assembly in 
a tape drive system, after assembly and before shipment, after 
shipment but before use, etc. The coating may also be applied 
to the magnetic head during building or during packaging 
(e.g., for shipping, storage, or sale), or during both building 
and packaging of a drive in Which the magnetic head resides 
to protect the head from corrosion promoting materials. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a method 400 for protecting a magnetic 
head of a magnetic storage system according to another 
embodiment. As an option, the present method 400 may be 
implemented in the context of the functionality and architec 
ture of FIGS. 1-3. Of course, hoWever, the method 400 may be 
carried out in any desired environment. It should also be noted 
that the aforementioned de?nitions may apply during the 
present description. 

In operation 402, a magnetic head is installed in a magnetic 
storage system. FIG. 8A is an exemplary draWing of a mag 
netic storage system 800 Which has a magnetic head 802 
already installed. 
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In operation 404, an organic coating is applied to a mag 
netic head for reducing exposure of the head to oxidation 
promoting materials such as Water, oxygen, contaminants, 
etc. 

In one particularly preferred embodiment, the coating may 
be comprised of a material selected from a group consisting of 
squalane, butyl stearate, a paraf?n, a polyvinyl chloride, a 
poly?uorinated ?lm, a polyvinylidene ?uoride, a fatty acid 
ester, and a polyurethane. 

In another embodiment, the coating may comprise a tape 
lubricant, Which may be applied separately or come from a 
portion of a tape such as the leading portion, trailing portion, 
or middle portion of the tape. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a method 500 according to another 
embodiment. As an option, the present method 500 may be 
implemented in the context of the functionality and architec 
ture of FIGS. 1-4. Of course, hoWever, the method 500 may be 
carried out in any desired environment. It should also be noted 
that the aforementioned de?nitions may apply during the 
present description. 

In operation 502, a tape is fabricated having an applicator 
portion for applying an organic coating to a magnetic head for 
reducing exposure of the head to oxidation promoting mate 
rials such as Water, oxygen, contaminants, etc. 

In operation 504, the organic coating is applied to the 
applicator portion of the tape. This organic coating is then 
capable of being applied to a head to protect the head from 
oxidation promoting materials. 

In operation 506, a lubricant is applied to a data portion of 
the tape. This lubricant can enable the data portion of the tape 
to run more smoothly over a head. 

In one particularly preferred embodiment, the coating may 
be comprised of a material selected from a group consisting of 
squalane, butyl stearate, a paraf?n, a polyvinyl chloride, a 
poly?uorinated ?lm, a polyvinylidene ?uoride, a fatty acid 
ester, and a polyurethane. 

In another approach, the tape may include at least one of a 
data portion, an applicator portion, and a cleaning portion. 

In another embodiment, the lubricant has a different com 
position than the coating. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a method 600 according to another 
embodiment. As an option, the present method 600 may be 
implemented in the context of the functionality and architec 
ture of FIGS. 1-5. Of course, hoWever, the method 600 may be 
carried out in any desired environment. It should also be noted 
that the aforementioned de?nitions may apply during the 
present description. 

In operation 602, a tape is fabricated having a data portion 
and a cleaning portion for removing an organic coating from 
a magnetic head. FIG. 7B shoWs one embodiment of a tape 
fabricated according to the method 600. 

In one embodiment, the tape is a data tape Which has an 
extended leader portion that can rub the coating off the head 
prior to using the tape as a data tape. 

In another embodiment, the tape is a special tape With a 
leader specially designed to remove the coating from the head 
When the tape is loaded onto the tape drive system. In this 
embodiment, the tape may then have an applicator portion 
Which can reapply the coating to the head When the tape is 
unloaded from the tape drive system. A tape may have both a 
cleaning leader portion and an applicator portion to remove 
the coating from a head When loaded, and reapply the coating 
to a head When unloaded. 

FIG. 7A shoWs a tape 710 having an applicator portion 704 
for applying a coating to a magnetic head for protecting the 
head from corrosion promoting materials such as Water, oxy 
gen, contaminants, etc., according to one embodiment. The 
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tape 710 is housed on a tape supply cartridge 702 and may 
include a data portion 708 in addition to the applicatorportion 
704. Although the applicator portion 704 is shoWn on the 
leading portion of the tape 710, it may be present at other 
locations such as in the middle of the tape 710, at the end of 
the tape 710, in the middle of the tape 710, or at multiple 
locations on the same tape 710. 

FIG. 7B shoWs a tape 710 having a cleaning portion 706 for 
removing a coating from a magnetic head according to one 
embodiment. The tape 710 is housed on a tape supply car 
tridge 702 and may include a data portion 708 in addition to 
the cleaning portion 706 . Although the cleaning portion 706 is 
shoWn on the leading portion of the tape 710, it may be 
present at other locations such as in the middle of the tape 71 0, 
at the end of the tape 710, in the middle of the tape 710, or at 
multiple locations on the same tape 710. 

FIG. 7C shoWs a tape 710 having an applicator portion 704 
and a cleaning portion 706 according to one embodiment. The 
tape 710 is housed on a tape supply cartridge 702 and may 
include a data portion 708 in addition to the applicatorportion 
704 and cleaning portion 706 . Although the applicator portion 
704 and cleaning portion 706 are shoWn on the leading por 
tion of the tape 710, they may be present at other locations 
such as in the middle of the tape 710, at the end of the tape 
710, in the middle of the tape 710, or at multiple locations on 
the same tape 710. The portions may also be separated, and do 
not necessarily appear on the tape 710 in the order shoWn in 
FIG. 7C (for example, the applicator portion 704 may be 
located closer to the leading edge of the tape 710 than the 
cleaning portion 706). 

FIG. 8A is an exemplary diagram of a tape drive system 
800. As shoWn, the system includes a tape head 802, and a 
guide mechanism 804 for passing a magnetic recording tape 
806 over the head. The system 800 is in read and/or Write 
mode in this diagram. During normal operation, the tape 806 
is guided from one reel 814, across the head 802 by the guide 
mechanism 804, and to a second reel 816. The guide mecha 
nism 804 may include guides 812 such as rotational guides 
(e.g., rollers), nonrotational guides, etc. on one or more sides 
of the head 802. As shoWn, the guide mechanism 804 includes 
four rollers. It should be noted that any type of guide mecha 
nism knoWn in the art can be used in various permutations. 

In one example, the guide mechanism 804 includes at least 
one guide 812 that moves aWay from the head 802 to create 
the relative spacing betWeen the tape 806 and the head 802 as 
indicated by the arroWs. 

FIG. 8B illustrates one embodiment of a system that may 
use one of the methods. During an applying operation, While 
the tape 806 is adjacent the head 802, a relative spacing 
betWeen the tape 806 and the head 802 is created before the 
applicator 808 applies the coating to the head 802. Such a 
relative spacing is shoWn in FIG. 8B, and an illustrative posi 
tion of the applicator 808 When inserted into the spacing. 

Preferably, the applicator 808 does not contact the tape 806 
during coating application to the head 802, though contact 
might occur in some embodiments. Non-contact embodi 
ments are preferred so as to avoid any applicator-induced 
damage to the tape 806 that could otherWise occur. The tape 
surface is susceptible to scratching damage, and so the tape 
head 802 is fabricated With smooth surfaces, and generally no 
abrupt discontinuities that might scratch the tape 806. It fol 
loWs that an object (not part of the guide mechanism) engag 
ing the tape 806 should also be at least as smooth as the head 
802. In addition, there is less chance of debris being trans 
ferred from the applicator 808 to the tape 806 if there is no 
contact thereWith. 












