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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to satellite-based positioning of mobile 
terminals. Positioning With correction for errors in param 
eters measured at the mobile terminal is provided. The termi 
nal location is ?rst calculated (S2; S4‘) Without error correc 
tion or With partial error correction. Hereby, a set of nonlinear 
equations With the UE location and the UE clock bias and 
possibly the transmission time offset as unknowns are 
de?ned, linearized and solved for the mobile terminal loca 
tion. The quality of the result is determined and compared to 
a predetermined criterion (S3; S5). If the quality criterion is 
not ful?lled, the location of the mobile terminal is recalcu 
lated With additional error correction (S4, S4’; S6). The pro 
posed method can involve correction for errors in a parameter 
for time of signal reception, or in a pseudorange parameter, or 
both. The error correction can be stepwise. 

33 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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SATELLITE-BASED POSITIONING OF 
MOBILE TERMINALS 

This application is the US. national phase of International 
application PCT/SE2005/0002l3 ?led 16 Feb. 2005, and 
claims priority from US. Provisional Patent Application 
60/545,194 ?led 18 Feb. 2004 entire contents of Which are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention generally relates to satellite-based 
positioning and in particular to positioning of mobile termi 
nals of a land-based communication netWork that are capable 
of receiving signals from satellites. 

BACKGROUND 

In recent years, determination of the geographic position of 
an object, equipment or a person carrying the equipment has 
become more and more interesting in many ?elds of applica 
tion. One approach to solve the positioning is to use signals 
emitted from satellites to determine a position. Well-knoWn 
examples of such systems are the Global Positioning System 
(GPS) [1] and the coming GALILEO system. The position is 
given With respect to a speci?ed coordinate system as a tri 
angulation/trilateration based on a plurality of received sat 
ellite signals. 

Assisted GPS (AGPS) [2] has been developed to facilitate 
integration of GPS receivers into mobile terminals (also 
referred to as user equipment, mobile stations, mobile nodes 
etc.) of cellular communication systems. Assisted GPS in 
general aims at improving the performance of GPS receivers 
in many different respects, including detection sensitivity, 
time to obtain a location estimate, accuracy and saving battery 
poWer. This is done by moving some functionality from the 
GPS receiver in the mobile station to the netWork and hence 
only performing a subset of the GPS tasks in the GPS receiver 
itself. 
A stand-alone GPS receiver can obtain full locking to GPS 

satellite signals Without having any other information about 
the system except the nominal carrier frequency and the rules 
by Which data carried by the signals are modulated. Such a 
receiver measures ranging signals transmitted by a number of 
satellites (normally four). The signals include a so-called 
Coarse/Acquisition (C/A) code that is unique for each satel 
lite and repeats itself every 1 ms. Superimposed on the C/A 
code is a navigation data bit stream With a bit period of 20 ms. 
The navigation data includes parameters that enable calcula 
tion of the satellite position at the time of transmission as Well 
as parameters describing the offset of the satellite clocks. A 
stand-alone GPS receiver normally needs to decode the com 
plete navigation data stream before the receiver location can 
be calculated. This may take quite a long time and requires a 
certain minimum signal strength. The receiver can determine 
the boundaries of the C/A code at a much loWer signal 
strength than the one required to decode the navigation mes 
sages. 

To facilitate positioning of GPS-equipped mobile termi 
nals, With AGPS the navigation data is instead sent as assis 
tance data on a faster and more reliable communication link, 
eg a Wireless communication link betWeen base station and 
mobile terminal. The assistance data typically also include an 
approximate GPS system time and an approximate location 
of the mobile terminal. (Depending on the mode of operation, 
the mobile terminal may instead receive a set of parameters 
that enables faster determining of the C/A code boundaries.) 
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2 
There are tWo types of AGPS, mobile station based and 

mobile station assisted. In mobile station based AGPS, the 
location of a mobile station is calculated in the mobile station 
using ranging signal measurement results determined by the 
mobile station together With assistance data provided by the 
netWork. In mobile station assisted AGPS (sometimes called 
netWork based AGPS), the mobile station performs measure 
ments of the received ranging signals and reports measure 
ment results to a location server in the netWork (from Which 
the mobile terminal also receives assistance data). Based on 
the reported measurement results and a priori information on 
Where the mobile station is located, the location server cal 
culates the location of the mobile station. 

Well-knoWn prior-art methods for calculating the location 
of GPS-equipped mobile terminals using mobile station 
assisted AGPS generally depend on reported measurement 
results comprising (truncated) pseudoranges to the satellites 
as Well as the mobile terminal clock reading at signal recep 
tion (tu). HoWever, there may be cases Where t” is not reported 
at all or is reported erroneously. Although the mobile terminal 
according to the currently prevailing standard for AGPS has 
to report t”, future standards may very Well alloW optional 
solutions. 

There are alternative solutions, in Which the time of trans 
mission from the respective satellites (t?) is determined in 
several stages. First, the submillisecond part of tn- is deter 
mined by ?nding the boundaries of the C/A codes for each 
satellite, Whereby correlators that test all possible code phase 
and Doppler shifts are used. Thereafter, the millisecond part 
oft”. is reconstructed. This normally requires that the received 
data is despread, leaving raW navigation databits. Reconstruc 
tion of TOW (Time of Week) is then performed using one of 
several alternative techniques, for example Direct demodula 
tion of TOW, TOW Reconstruction by correlation techniques 
or Real-time clocks. Whatever method is used, the mobile 
supporting mobile station assisted AGPS is subsequently 
required to compensate for the propagation delay and hence 
report the approximate GPS system time at time of measure 
ment. The compensation can be done e.g. based on some 
information elements provided as assistance data. 
The requirement to reconstruct the GPS netWork time of 

measurement implies that the positioning Will at best Work 
doWn to around —l79 dBW. Another draWback is that this 
kind of reconstruction is rather time consuming. It Will often 
take 8s until the necessary navigation data bits have been 
received. 
US. Pat. No. 6,430,415 describes an approach for dealing 

With situations Where the mobile terminal does not knoW the 
GPS netWork time. The approximate time of a satellite mea 
surement is time stamped. The difference betWeen true GPS 
netWork time and this measurement time is treated as an 
unknoWn in sub sequent computations of the mobile terminal 
location. This requires one additional satellite measurement, 
i.e. ?ve satellite measurements instead of the four used in 
conventional positioning methods. 
The prior-art solutions for satellite-based positioning of 

mobile terminals are generally associated With limitations in 
performance or precision and/or require complicated calcu 
lations. There is a need for an improved positioning mecha 
nism and in particular for an appropriate error correction in 
the positioning. 

SUMMARY 

A general object of the technology described herein is to 
improve the positioning of mobile terminals capable of 
receiving satellite signals. A speci?c object is to provide an 
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error correction mechanism suitable for AGPS. Another 
object is to provide satellite-based positioning of mobile ter 
minals With correction for errors due to estimations or recon 
structions related to parameters measured at the mobile ter 
minal. Still another object is to achieve satellite-based 
positioning of mobile terminals With e?icient error correction 
in combination With a reasonable computational complexity. 

Brie?y, the technology described herein provides an 
improved procedure for locating (positioning) a mobile ter 
minal, Which receives signals from a plurality of satellites and 
measures pseudoranges to the satellites. The procedure 
involves correction for errors in time and/or pseudorange 
parameters measured at the mobile terminal (or errors in 
representations of such parameters). The main idea is to use 
the error correction only When needed, Whereby the complex 
ity of the process of calculating the position of the mobile 
terminal is reduced to a minimum While still achieving a 
satisfactory precision in the determined location. The loca 
tion of the mobile terminal is ?rst calculated based on the 
pseudoranges Without error correction or With partial error 
correction. Thereafter, a quality measure associated With the 
location calculation is determined and this parameter esti 
mate quality is compared to a prede?ned quality criterion, 
preferably based on the residual of a least squares solution for 
the mobile terminal location. The prede?ned quality criterion 
can for example be a prede?ned threshold value of a suitable 
quality parameter such as a minimum loss function. In case 
the prede?ned quality criterion is ful?lled, no further calcu 
lations are needed. Should, on the other hand, the quality of 
the ?rst calculation be insu?icient, the location of the mobile 
terminal is recalculated With added correction for errors in at 
least one time/p seudorange parameter measured at the mobile 
terminal (or a representation/reconstruction of such a param 
eter) and used for calculating its position. 
When calculating (or recalculating) the location of the 

mobile terminal according to the technology described 
herein, a set of nonlinear equations is de?ned involving 
unknoWn parameters for the UE location and the UE clock 
bias. If correction for errors in a time parameter is included, 
there is an additional unknown parameter for the time offset 
(e.g. de?ned as the difference betWeen the time of signal 
transmission from the respective satellites and the netWork 
time of the satellite-based positioning system). The nonlinear 
system of equations is lineariZed and then solved in a con 
ventional manner, preferably in a Weighted least squares 
sense. 

In case at least one of the measured pseudoranges is a 
truncated pseudorange, the calculating procedure normally 
involves reconstructing a complete pseudorange from the 
truncated pseudorange based on a parameter for time of sig 
nal reception at the mobile terminal and an approximate 
mobile terminal location. 

The proposed method can involve correction for errors in a 
parameter for time of signal reception, or correction for errors 
in at least one pseudorange parameter, or a combination of 
both. In particular advantageous embodiments the added 
error correction is introduced stepWise, to the extent deemed 
to be necessary based on the evaluation of tWo or more quality 
measures associated With the location calculations. Accord 
ing to an example embodiment With stepWise error correc 
tion, the positioning is ?rst performed based on a time of 
signal reception reported by the mobile terminal in case such 
a parameter is available. If the quality of the result does not 
meet a ?rst criterion, there is a neW calculation Which e.g. 
includes a transmission time offset estimation to correct for 
errors in the measured reception time. The quality is again 
checked, using a second criterion, and in case of insuf?cient 
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4 
quality the position is recalculated again, noW With correction 
for pseudorange errors, possibly combined With transmission 
time offset estimation. 
The technology described herein offers e?icient position 

ing of mobile terminals With enhanced error correction and 
thus more accurate location calculations. A sophisticated 
solution is provided With quality checks that makes it possible 
to perform error correction only When needed. In this Way, 
complex and time demanding computations can often be 
avoided, improving the overall system performance. 

According to other aspects of the invention a mobile ter 
minal, a positioning node and a communication system With 
means for satellite-based determining of mobile terminal 
locations are provided. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention, together With further objects and advan 
tages thereof, is best understood by reference to the folloWing 
description and the accompanying draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW of an example communication 
system in Which the technology described herein may be 
used; 

FIG. 2 is a timing diagram illustrating clock relations in an 
example communication system in Which the technology 
described herein may be used; 

FIGS. 3A and 3B are How charts of methods for determin 
ing the location of a mobile terminal in a Wireless communi 
cation netWork according to example embodiments of the 
technology described herein; 

FIG. 4 is a How chart of an iterative calculation procedure 
for pseudorange outlier correction used in an example 
embodiment of the technology described herein; and 

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram of a mobile terminal in 
accordance With an example embodiment of the technology 
described herein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

A list of abbreviations folloWs at the end of this section. 
In the detailed description beloW, embodiments imple 

mented in a GPS system are illustrated. HoWever, anyone 
skilled in the art realiZes that the corresponding principles can 
be applied in any satellite based positioning system, such as 
the GLONASS or the coming European Galileo satellite navi 
gation system. 

LikeWise, in the detailed description beloW, WCDMA sys 
tems Will be used as model systems. HoWever, the present 
invention is also applicable on other Wireless communication 
systems. Non-exclusive examples of other systems on Which 
the present invention is applicable are e. g. CDMA-2000 sys 
tems and GSM systems including GSM/GPRS systems. 
When applied to other Wireless communication systems, the 
implementation of the different functionalities Will be done in 
different terminals and nodes of such systems. 
The term mobile terminal is in the present disclosure used 

to denote any kind of terminal that can be transported Within 
a Wireless communication system. Non-exclusive examples 
are cellular phones, personal digital assistants and portable 
computers. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW of an example communication 
system in Which the technology described herein may be 
used. In this example scenario a basic Wireless communica 
tion system 110 is used together With the GPS system 130 to 
provide mobile station assisted AGPS. 

The example Wireless communication system 110 illus 
trated in FIG. 1 is a WCDMA system, comprising a radio 
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access network (RAN), e. g. UTRAN, and a core network 118. 
The RAN performs radio-related functions and is responsible 
for establishing connections between user equipment/mobile 
terminals 112 and the rest of the network. The RAN typically 
contains a large number of Base Transceiver Stations (BTS) 
114, also referred to as Node B, and Radio Network Control 
lers (RNC) 116. Each BTS serves the mobile terminals within 
its respective coverage area and several BTS are controlled by 
a RNC. Typical functions of the RNC are to assign frequen 
cies, spreading or scrambling codes and channel power lev 
els. The RNC 116 provides access to the core network 118, 
which e.g. comprises switching centers, support nodes and 
databases corresponding to those of a GSM/GPRS core net 
work, and generally also includes multimedia processing 
equipment. The core network communicates with external 
networks 120, such as the Internet, and PSTNs, ISDNs and 
other PLMN. 

In practice, most WCDMA networks, as well as most other 
wireless communication networks, present multiple network 
elements and nodes arranged in much more complex ways 
than in the basic example of FIG. 1. 

In FIG. 1, the GPS system 130 is represented by space 
vehicles (SV), i.e. typically satellites 132. Each SV transmits 
a respective ranging signal, and by using a number of such 
ranging signals, the position of the mobile terminal 112 or of 
the person carrying the mobile terminal can be determined. 
When a positioning request occurs, eg in the core network 

118 of the wireless communication system 110, the position 
ing request is provided to a positioning node 117 associated 
with the RNC 116. The RNC 116 orders measurements of 
satellite ranging signals through control signals send to the 
mobile terminal 112. The measurement order is accompanied 
by assistance data. The assistance data comprises satellite 
position data and satellite time reference data and can for 
example be retrieved by the RNC 116 via a reference receiver 
(not shown) connected to the communication system 110. 
Such a reference receiver can be provided as one unit or 
divided in parts, separating the determination of the satellite 
time reference and the satellite position data. The assistance 
data is typically processed in the positioning node 117, which 
can e. g. determine which satellites that are in such positions 
that their ranging signals can be detected, before being sent to 
the mobile terminal 112. 

The mobile terminal 112 is equipped with a receiver that is 
capable of detecting satellite ranging signals and the terminal 
112 uses the assistance data to facilitate the locking on and 
measuring of the satellite ranging signals. The measured 
ranging signals are then used to calculate a position of the 
mobile terminal 112. If mobile station based AGPS is used, 
the processing of the ranging signals is performed in the 
mobile terminal. If mobile station assisted AGPS is used, the 
ranging signals or representations thereof are instead sent to a 
network node, typically the positioning node in the illustrated 
scenario, where the positioning calculations are performed 
based on the reported measurement results from the mobile 
terminal and on a priori information on where the mobile 
terminal is located. In the example of FIG. 1, the positioning 
functionality is provided in an external positioning node 117 
connected to the RNC 116. The positioning node can for 
example be a stand-alone AGPS SMLC. Alternatively, the 
positioning functionality could be incorporated in the RNC 
116 or in another network node. 

Current GPS SVs transmit ranging signals with a spectrum 
centered at 1575.42 MHZ. The signals include a C/A-code 
unique for each SV and which typically has a length of 1023 
chips and a chip duration of l/l.023><l06 s. The C/A code 
repeats itself every 1 ms. Superimposed on the C/A code is a 
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6 
navigation data bit stream with a bit period of 20 ms. Among 
other things, the navigation data includes a set of ephemeris 
parameters that enables calculation of the precise position of 
the satellites at the time of signal transmission. The naviga 
tion data is divided into a number of subframes, each of length 
6 seconds and each subframe is divided into 10 words. A time 
stamp, GPS Time Of Week (TOW), is transmitted in the 
second word (HOW) of every subframe. The indicated time is 
the time of transmission at the end of the subframe in ques 
tion. The TOW is thus repeated every 6 seconds. 

Each ranging signal basically de?nes a clock which is 
measured by the mobile station. The clock indicates the time 
of signal transmission. If the mobile station knows the GPS 
system time, then the clock reading can directly be used to 
determine the time delay, and hence the range from the SV 
transmitting the ranging signal to the mobile station. By mea 
suring three ranges and utiliZing the knowledge about Space 
Vehicle locations at time of transmission, the location of the 
mobile station can then be determined in three dimensions. 
However, normally the mobile station does not have knowl 
edge about precise GPS system time, so one more measure 
ment is needed to eliminate the mobile station clock bias. 

FIG. 2 illustrate clock relations (expressed in milliseconds) 
for different parts of the system illustrated in FIG. 1. The SVs 
carry precise atomic clocks to maintain clock stability. The 
SV transmissions are however not perfectly synchronized to 
GPS system time as illustrated in the timing diagram 200. In 
FIG. 2, sequence 201 represents the GPS system time, 
sequence 202 represents the clock of SV1, sequence 203 
represents the clock of SVN, sequence 206 represents the 
clock of the mobile terminal/UE while sequences 204 and 
205, respectively, represent time as read in the ranging signals 
from SV1 and SVN, respectively, received by the mobile 
terminal. By drawing a vertical line through the timing dia 
gram 200 a snapshot of all clock readings as observed in 
various points in space is obtained. GPS system time 201 is 
de?ned as an ensemble average based on a set of ground 
station clocks and a subset of SV clocks. The individual SV 
clocks 202, 203 and the UE clock 206 are slightly offset 
compared to the GPS system time. A model for the individual 
offsets is transmitted as part of the navigation message from 
each SV. When the signals reach a mobile terminal/U E on the 
earth surface, they have been delayed. The delay depends on 
the range from the SV in question to the UE but is typically 
60-85 ms as illustrated by clock readings 204, 205. 
A GPS receiver measures the pseudorange to a number of 

satellites. (Please note, however, that a GPS receiver inte 
grated in a mobile terminal does not have to perform the 
complete calculations needed to determine the pseudoranges, 
and often only provides basic data needed to calculate/recon 
struct pseudoranges). The pseudorange is 

pi:c'(lu_ln') (1) 

where t” is the UE clock reading (206 in FIG. 2) at the time of 
signal reception, tn. is the time of signal transmission of the ith 
SV and c is the wave propagation speed. The pseudorange 
may differ from true range due to a number of perturbing 
factors, such as receiver clock bias, ionospheric and tropo 
spheric delays, SV clock bias, measurement errors, etc. In this 
disclosure, the in?uence of most of these error sources will be 
neglected for the purpose of clarity. There are known prior-art 
techniques to compensate for many of the above listed error 
sources (see eg [1]). Furthermore the effect of SV movement 
and earth rotation is also omitted as it is also well known in the 
art how to handle these effects (see eg [1]). The simpli?ed 
model is then that the measured pseudorange obeys 
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Here, xu:(xu y” Z”) is a roW vector containing the three 
dimensional coordinates of the unknown receiver location at 
GPS system time t,. Similarly xsl- is the roW vector containing 
the coordinates of the ith SV at time of transmission tti. The 
notation |Z| means the norm of the vector quantity Within 
brackets, Which is equal to (ZZT)l/2. In this case it can be 
interpreted as the distance betWeen the receiver (mobile ter 
minal) and the SV. b is the receiver clock bias (expressed as a 
range), 

b:C'(lu-lGPs) (3) 

Where tGPS stands for GPS system time, and el- is the measure 
ment error. 

The SVs normally move at a speed of 3.84 km/s and the 
transmission times therefore need to be knoWn at the milli 
second level unless the location accuracy is to be degraded. 
The transmission time tn- is typically determined in several 
stages. First the submillisecond part of tn. is determined by 
?nding the boundaries of the C/A codes for each SV (see FIG. 
2). This is done using correlators that test all possible code 
phase and Doppler shifts. In a subsequent step the millisecond 
part of the transmission time needs to be reconstructed. Nor 
mally, the received data is despread, leaving raW navigation 
databits, Whereafter reconstruction of TOW can be made by a 
number of alternative techniques, such as Direct demodula 
tion of TOW, Reconstruction by correlation techniques or 
Real-time clocks. Whatever method is used, the mobile sup 
porting mobile station assisted AGPS is required to compen 
sate for the propagation delay and hence report the approxi 
mate GPS system time at time of measurement. The 
compensation can be done e.g. based on information pro 
vided as assistance data. 

As mentioned in the background section, the requirement 
to reconstruct the GPS netWork time of measurement implies 
that positioning Will in the best case Work doWn to around 
—l79 dBW. Another draWback is that this kind of reconstruc 
tion is rather time consuming. It Will often take 8s until the 
necessary navigation data bits have been received. Measure 
ments of the C/A code shifts can be done at much loWer signal 
strength, doWn to —185 dBW and therefore solutions that do 
not require that the TOW is reconstructed by the mobile 
terminal is desirable. 

Moreover, for both types of AGPS the measured timing of 
the ranging signals is truncated modulo 1 ms, Which corre 
sponds to a distance of 300 km. When calculating the mobile 
terminal location, either in the mobile terminal itself or in a 
netWork location server, the complete pseudoranges need to 
be reconstructed using a priori information about the mobile 
station location together With the ranging signal measurement 
results determined by the mobile station, in order to compute 
the precise mobile terminal location. The pseudorange recon 
struction is associated With a certain amount of uncertainty 
and may introduce an error in the calculated mobile terminal 
location. 

Accordingly, the GPS-equipped mobile terminal perform 
ing satellite measurements for positioning purposes in an 
AGPS system normally does not have enough knoWledge of 
the GPS netWork time of measurement and the pseudorange 
to the respective satellites to enable a satisfactory positioning 
of the mobile terminal. This has resulted in solutions depen 
dent on reconstruction of time and pseudorange parameters 
and the reconstruction procedures introduce errors in the 
determined terminal location. No satisfactory error correc 
tion mechanism has been presented and, as explained in the 
background section, the prior-art solutions for satellite-based 
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8 
positioning of mobile terminals are generally associated With 
limitations in performance or precision and/or require com 
plicated calculations. 
The technology described herein provides an improved 

positioning mechanism With correction for errors in time 
and/or pseudorange parameters measured at the mobile ter 
minal. The main idea is to basically use the error correction 
only When needed, Whereby the complexity of the process of 
calculating the position of the mobile terminal can be reduced 
to a minimum While still achieving a satisfactory precision in 
the determined UE location parameters. For this, the technol 
ogy described herein proposes to ?rst calculate the location of 
the mobile terminal Without error correction or With partial 
error correction, ie without using all parts of the complete 
error correction procedure. Thereafter, the quality of the 
results (i.e. of the used parameter estimates) is determined 
and compared to a prede?ned quality criterion eg a pre 
de?ned threshold value of a suitable quality parameter. In 
case the predetermined quality criterion is ful?lled, no further 
calculations are needed. Should, on the other hand, the quality 
of the ?rst calculation be insu?icient, the location of the 
mobile terminal is recalculated, this time With added correc 
tion for errors in at least one of the parameters (time/pseudo 
range) measured at the mobile terminal and used for calcu 
lating its position. 
By “added” error correction, it is to be understood that the 

recalculating step introduces at least one measure for error 
correction not present in the previous location calculation(s). 
In other Words, the recalculating step involves a different kind 
of error correction introduced either as a ?rst error correction 

measure or as a further error correction measure replacing or 

being combined With a previous partial error correction of the 
calculating step. 
When calculating (or recalculating) the location of the 

mobile terminal according to the technology described 
herein, a nonlinear system of equations is de?ned involving 
unknoWn parameters for the UE location and the UE clock 
bias. In case correction for errors in time parameters is 
included, there is an additional unknoWn parameter for the 
transmission time offset. The latter implies that one addi 
tional satellite measurement, and thus one additional nonlin 
ear equation, is required unless the dimensions of the deter 
mined UE location is to be reduced by one. The nonlinear 
system of equations is linearized and then solved in a con 
ventional manner, preferably in a Weighted least squares 
sense. 

The error correction performed in accordance With the 
technology described herein (provided that the prede?ned 
quality criterion is not already ful?lled) can involve either 
correction for errors in a parameter for time of signal recep 
tion, or correction for errors in a pseudorange parameter 
(truncated or not), or a combination of both. Some preferred 
embodiments, described more in detail beloW With reference 
to FIGS. 3A and 3B, use a stepWise solution for error correc 
tion Where comparisons With tWo or more prede?ned quality 
criteria may be performed at different stages of the process. 
The positioning is then ?rst performed based on a time of 
signal reception at the mobile terminal, in case such a param 
eter is available. If the quality of the result does not meet a ?rst 
criterion, there is a neW calculation Which for example may 
include a transmission time offset estimation, Whereby the 
measured time of signal reception is not needed. The resulting 
quality is again checked, using a second criterion, and in case 
of insuf?cient quality the position is recalculated again, noW 
With correction for pseudorange errors in addition to (or 
instead of) the transmission time offset estimation. 
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The technology described herein offers el?cient position 
ing of mobile terminals With enhanced error correction and 
thus more accurate location calculations. When error correc 

tion methods are introduced this generally results in more 
time-demanding and complex calculations requiring more 
processing poWer, Which is especially problematic in connec 
tion With AGPS. The invention recogniZes this and provides a 
sophisticated solution With quality checks by means of Which 
it is possible to perform error correction only When the quality 
really is bad. In this Way, complex and time demanding com 
putations can often be avoided, improving the overall system 
performance. Moreover, as Will be evident in the following, 
the proposed quality checks enables for a minimum of addi 
tional satellite measurements in the error correction. The 
proposed solution is very favorable for AGPS Which consis 
tently seeks Ways of simplifying the positioning of cellular 
phones and similar devices. 

It folloWs from the above that the technology described 
herein basically involves three different types of location 
calculations, involving various degrees and kinds of error 
correction: 

1) Location calculation using a measured/reported recep 
tion time 

11) Location calculation using an estimated transmission 
time offset 

111) Location calculation With pseudorange outlier correc 
tion 

The proposed procedure may use a subset or all of these 
calculation mechanisms performed separately or in combina 
tion in Ways that Will be exempli?ed in folloWing. HoWever, 
for a complete understanding of the technology described 
herein, the principles of each type of calculation Will ?rst be 
described by Way of example. 

Example Location Calculation (1) Using Measured/Reported 
til 

This calculation mechanism may be used When the time of 
reception of the satellite signal at the mobile terminal, ie t”, 
is available and is then performed either at the mobile termi 
nal or in the netWork. The latter requires that the reception 
time is reported to the netWork by the mobile terminal that 
performs the satellite measurement. 

In case the complete pseudorange is not knoWn, it has to be 
reconstructed from the measured truncated pseudorange. For 
example, the mobile terminal often (e. g. in UE assisted 
AGPS) reports pseudoranges only modulo 1 C/A code period, 
ie the integer number of code periods in the pseudorange 
(Eq. (1)) is not knoWn and has to be reconstructed. Let R in 
general represent the range corresponding to the truncation 
interval used When measuring ranging signal timing. As an 
example, the range R corresponding to a truncation interval of 
one C/A code period (1 ms) is then 

RIC-10*3 (4) 

We thus have that 

Where vi is the reported measurement that satis?es 0§vi<R, 
and Where the integer kl. needs to be reconstructed. The recon 
struction is done in the folloWing Way. Assume that an a priori 
location x”O of the UE is knoWn as Well as an approximate 
time t”. 

First We determine the predicted pseudorange 

(6) 

The SV locations xsl- may e. g. be calculated at a time til-77 
ms. This is normally sul?cient for the purpose of pseudorange 
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10 
reconstruction. By using Eq. (2) We can see that the recon 
structed pseudorange according to Eq. (5) satis?es 

9i (7) 

Where kl- is an integer and vi satis?es 0§vi<R, and Where 
Ai:lxu—xsil —pl.' is the initial range uncertainty for SV#i. If Al, 
b and el- in Eq. (7) are small We may simply assume these 
terms are Zero and determine the integer kl- that best satis?es 
the resulting Eq. (7) for all i. This Will eventually require a 
rounding operation. It is reasonable to assume that Al- and el 
are small (compared to the quantization interval R), but the 
clock bias b in Eq. (7) could potentially be in the order of R, 
or even larger than R, Which may lead to reconstruction 
errors. HoWever, the essential issue for position calculation is 
that the relative pseudoranges (i.e. the differences pl-—p l) are 
correctly reconstructed, since any common reconstruction 
error Will be absorbed by the clock bias parameter b in the 
position calculation function. The difference pl.—pl betWeen 
reconstructed pseudoranges satisfy 

efprLAr [-91 (8) 

for i:2, . . . , n, Where n is the number of SVs. Note that the 

clock bias b has been eliminated from Eq. (8). Eq. (8) de?nes 
n-1 equations but there are n unknowns ki. Therefore We Will 
de?ne kl using Eq. (7) instead, so that 

kl:round{(pl'—vl)/R} 

Then We can insert kl in Eq. (8) and ?nd that 

(9) 

The SV signal transmission times can noW be estimated 
using the reconstructed pseudoranges of Eq. (7). From Eq. (1) 
We have that 

(11) 

Next We calculate the SV locations at that time. This can be 
done using standard formulae that can be found in [1]. The 
obtained coordinates needs to be compensated for the earth 
rotation during the time of transit. There are Well-knoWn 
formulae for this in [1]. The time of transit is approximately 
pi/c. The obtained SV coordinates Will generally be expressed 
in ECEF coordinates. HoWever, for position calculation it is 
more convenient to use a local tangential coordinate system, 
eg When calculating accuracy measures like HDOP, or When 
only the horiZontal coordinates is needed. The SV position 
coordinates are therefore transformed to a coordinate system 
centered at the approximate UE location, and Where the unit 
vectors point toWards east, north and up, respectively. It is 
Well knoWn in the art hoW to perform such a transformation. 

Next We express the pseudorange measurement equation 
Eq. (2) in vectoriZed form as 

Here, p is a column vector of length n containing the 
reconstructed pseudoranges, 1” is a column vector of length n 
containing only ones. XS is a matrix Where the ith roW con 
tains the coordinates xsl- of the ith SV at the transmission time 
t?. It is assumed here that the norm |Z| is calculated for each 
roW of the matrix Z Within brackets. 
A Taylor series expansion around the initial estimate of the 

unknoWn parameters x” and b may be expressed as 

Where G is the geometry matrix Which contains the deriva 
tives of the pseudoranges With respect to the parameters x” 
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and b, and v is the sum of the measurement error term e and the higher order 

Taylor series terms. Let 

ri: WHO-x514 (14) 

Then G is a matrix with the ith row being equal to 

The least squares solution to Eq. (13) is equal to 

The minimum loss function value of this least squares 
solution is 

Xsl-boln) (17) 

The minimum loss function value is a measure of how well 
the predicted pseudoranges based on an updated parameter 
estimate, match the measured pseudoranges. It can thus be 
used as an indication/measure of the quality of the parameter 
estimates and thereby as an indication of the quality of the 
location calculation. 

The solution in Eq. (16) is a non-weighted least-squares 
solution, i.e. all measurements are given equal importance in 
the minimization procedure. However, if the pseudorange 
measurements have different accuracy it is generally better to 
put more weight on the accurate measurements. A weighted 
least-squares solution can be provided as follows. Let the 
covariance matrix of the pseudorange measurements be 

P:E{eeT} (18) 

where E{ } is the expectation value of the quantity within 
brackets and e is the measurement error. Then, the weighted 
least squares solution to Eq. (13) is 

(xub)T:(xu0b0)T+(GTPTIG)TIGTPTI(P-lln'xuo-Xsl 
01") (19) 

In this case, the example quality criterion of the minimal 
loss function value becomes 

If the underlying assumption on the measurement errors is 
correct, thenVwill be distributed according to xz-distribution 
with n-m degrees of freedom, where n is the number of 
pseudorange measurements and m is the number of estimated 
parameters. (In the described example using a measured/ 
reported t”, m:4 since x”, y”, Z” and b are estimated.) This 
knowledge can be used for de?ning uncertainty measures as 
well as for testing the presence of outliers in the measurement 
data in accordance with a particular embodiment of the inven 
tion that will be described more in detail below. 

Generally, it may be necessary to iterate the solution of Eq. 
(19) a few times, where each step uses a new G matrix based 
on the most recent parameter estimate, until the parameter 
vector has converged. 

(20) 

Example Location Calculation (II) Using Estimated '5 
Now, we turn to the situation where the precise measure 

ment time t” is not available for location calculations. This 
may be the case for example if, in UE assisted AGPS, the t” 
parameter has not been reported by the UE to the network. 
Alternatively, the UE may have chosen or been instructed not 
to use/measure t”, e.g. if the measurement is assumed to be 
erroneous (have too low accuracy). In such cases, the tech 
nology described herein proposes a calculation mechanism 
which uses redundant measurements for estimating a con 
stant offset '5 in the assumed signal transmission times tn- . 
When the precise measurement time t” is not available, a 

transmission time tn- with suf?cient accuracy cannot be recon 
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12 
structedusing Eq. (1 1). Instead we use a less accurate value of 
t” which may be erroneous with several seconds as an initial 
value. The pseudoranges that need to be reconstructed are 
then reconstructed using the reported truncated pseudor 
anges, an initial location x”O and the initial t”, e. g. according 
to Eq. (4)-(7). Initial values for tn- can then be determined from 
Eq. (1 1). 
The SV location at a nominal GPS time tn, can thereafter be 

determined using standard GPS formulae, see [1] for 
example. A differentiation of the SV location coordinates 
with respect to time, gives the three-dimensional velocity 
vector. The differentiation can be preformed in a conventional 
and straightforward manner. The obtained coordinates are 
expressed as ECEF coordinates. To simplify the subsequent 
position calculation, the location and the velocity vector are 
preferably converted to a local tangential coordinate system, 
as in the previous example location calculation. We thus 
obtain a linear model of the SV movement in a local tangential 
coordinate system 

Zsi(ln'l'T):ZSi(ln)+VzSi(ln)'T (23) 

Next the measurement equation Eq. (2) is expressed in 
vectoriZed form as 

Here p is the column vector of length n containing the 
pseudoranges, 1” is a column vector of length n containing 
only ones. XSCE) is a matrix where the ith row contains the 
coordinates xsl- of the ith SV at time t?+"c. It is assumed here 
that the norm |Z| is calculated for each row of the matrix Z 
within brackets. 
A Taylor series expansion of Eq. (24) around the initial 

estimates xuo, b0, '50 of the unknown parameters x”, "c and b 
may be expressed as 

H is the geometry matrix which contains the derivatives of 
the pseudoranges with respect to the parameters x”, "c and b. 
Let 

The mobile terminal location is preferably provided using 
the weighted least squares solution to Eq. (24), which is 

(‘xu-cb)T:(xuO-|:Ob())T+(HTPTIH)TIHTPTI(P_ l ln'xuo-Xs 
(To)l+bo1n) (28) 

and a quality criterion in the form of the minimal loss function 
value becomes 

As before, the solution of Eq. (28) often need to be iterated 
until the parameter vector has converged. 

Example Location Calculation (III) with Outlier Correction 
It sometimes happen that the mobile terminal measures 

and/or reports pseudoranges with very large errors. Measure 
ments associated with comparatively large errors are some 
times referred to as outliers, which is the term used herein to 
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denote such erroneous values/parameters. The probability of 
outlier pseudoranges is especially high for AGPS modes of 
operation, since there normally is no validation of the esti 
mated pseudorange in AGPS. Furthermore, the AGPS 
receiver typically measures the ranging signals at compara 
tively loW signal levels, Which increases the risk of choosing 
false correlation peaks. For these reasons, it is desirable for 
the AGPS position calculation function to be able to detect 
outliers in the received pseudorange measurements. 

In accordance With a particular advantageous embodiment 
of the technology described herein, a mechanism for correc 
tion of positioning errors due to bad reported/measured pseu 
doranges is provided. The proposed scheme for detecting 
outliers is based on a measure of the parameter estimate 
quality, such as the loss function value V of Eq. (29) or Eq. 
(20) Whichever is relevant. The parameter estimate quality is 
checked against a suitable quality criterion (eg a threshold 
for the parameter estimate quality measure) to see if there are 
any outlier pseudoranges. 

In the example With the loss function value as quality 
measure, the quality criterion can With advantage be deter 
mined based on knoWledge about hoW the loss function 
should be distributed in the ideal case. As mentioned above, 
ideally V is distributed according to xz-distribution With n-m 
degrees of freedom, Where n is the number of pseudorange 
measurements and m is the number of estimated parameters. 
(In the example of Eq. (20), m:4, Whereas, m:5 in the 
example of Eq. (29) due to the additional parameter 'c.) A 
threshold related to this distribution is chosen based on the 
desired probability of false alarm. If the reported value of 
V>Vth,, i.e. the parameter estimate quality is too loW, it is 
concluded that at least one outlier is present in the set of 
pseudorange measurements that Was used in the location 
calculation. 

The outlier detection and correction in accordance With the 
technology described herein can for instance involve an itera 
tive calculation procedure, in Which the location calculation 
is repeated n times, n being the number of pseudorange mea 
surements, and Where in the kth repetition the kth pseudor 
ange is being omitted from the position calculation. The qual 
ity of all n obtained solutions is evaluated and, assuming that 
the best quality Was achieved for the kth repetition and that the 
resulting quality is deemed to be acceptable, it is concluded 
that the kth measurement Was faulty. The ?nal location 
returned to the node making the positioning request is deter 
mined based on the position calculation With the kth measure 
ment being omitted. 
By means of outlier correction, the accuracy of the mobile 

terminal positioning can be considerably increased. Since, 
the outlier rejection normally involves a number of additional 
calculations of the location, for example according to Eq. 
(28), the real bene?t of this procedure is accomplished by 
combining outlier pseudorange correction With the described 
quality checks. The additional computations are thereby 
restricted to the cases Where outlier correction is needed 
determined based on a preset quality criterion. 

FIG. 3A is a How chart of a method for determining the 
location of a mobile terminal in a Wireless communication 
netWork according to an example embodiment of the technol 
ogy described herein. This example position calculation 
accounts for both the risk of erroneous reception time t” and 
the risk of outlier pseudoranges p, preferably in a stepWise 
procedure. The procedure initially takes tWo different paths 
depending on Whether the time t” of reception of the respec 
tive satellite signals measured at the mobile terminal is avail 
able for use in the location calculations or not. In a netWork 

based scenario (mobile station assisted AGPS), this means 
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14 
that the procedure in step S1 asks if t” has been reported by the 
mobile terminal to the netWork or not. In a scenario Where the 
position calculation is performed at the mobile terminal (mo 
bile station based AGPS), the reception time t” is alWays 
available for measurements at the mobile terminal. Neverthe 
less, there may be cases Where the mobile terminal chooses 
not to measure/use t” and this is handled by step S1. 

Accordingly, step S1 checks if t” is reported by the mobile 
terminal (mobile station assisted AGPS) or measured at the 
mobile terminal (mobile station basedAGPS). If no, the posi 
tion of the mobile terminal is immediately calculated With 
transmission time offset estimation in accordance With step 
S4‘. HoWever, if t” is available, the location is ?rst calculated 
in accordance With step S2 using the reported/measured t”, for 
example as outlined by Eq. (1 9) above. In step S3, the quality 
of the result of step S2 is checked against a predetermined 
quality criterion, here exempli?ed by a loss function criterion. 
The loss function value V for the terminal location from step 
S2 is then determined and compared to a predetermined 
threshold value Vthrl. If the predetermined quality criterion is 
ful?lled, eg the resulting loss function value V is smaller 
than the threshold Vthrl, the mobile terminal location from 
step S2 becomes the ?nal location and no further error control 
is needed. The location Will typically be reported along With 
an uncertainty area. If, on the other hand, the resulting loss 
function is larger than the prede?ned threshold, this implies 
that either the reported t” is erroneous or that there is an outlier 
in the pseudorange p measurements or both. The procedure 
then continues With recalculating the mobile terminal loca 
tion With added error correction e. g. in the form of pseudor 
ange outlier correction (step S4) or, alternatively, transmis 
sion time offset '5 estimation (step S4‘). For example step S4‘ 
can be performed as outlined by Eq. (28) above, Whereas step 
S4 can use an iterative calculation procedure for pseudorange 
outlier correction described in connection With FIG. 4 With 
the location computed using t”. 

In step S5, the quality of the terminal location calculated/ 
recalculated in step S4 or S4‘ is determined and checked 
against a predetermined quality criterion, here exempli?ed as 
another maximum thresholdVth,2 for the loss function. If the 
parameter estimate quality is smaller than Vt,”2 the obtained 
location can be reported along With an uncertainty area and 
the procedure is terminated after step S5. Otherwise, if the 
loss function is larger than the prede?ned threshold, it is 
assumed that there are still errors in the measured time or 
pseudorange parameters that need to be taken care of. In that 
case, the mobile terminal location is recalculated in step S6 
using the transmission time offset parameter (to account for 
errors in t”) in combination With correction for outliers in the 
pseudorange data. The location calculation of step S6 can for 
example comprise an iterative calculation procedure forpseu 
dorange outlier correction such as the example in FIG. 4 With 
the location computed using '5. 
An alternative to the above-described procedure Would be 

to go directly to step S6 if the quality criterion of step S3 is not 
ful?lled. This is indicated by the dashed arroW in FIG. 3A. 
Although it is quite possible to perform both types of error 
correction in combination as soon as it is discovered that the 
quality of the location calculation is insuf?cient, such an 
embodiment Would generally be associated With an increased 
computational burden associated With the location calcula 
tions, requiring more satellite measurements than the respec 
tive calculations of step S4, S4‘. Hence, it Would normally be 
preferred to introduce the error correction stepWise as 
described above. 

Moreover, in accordance With particular advantageous 
embodiments of the technology described herein it is pro 
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posed to divide the error correction into further substeps, as 
illustrated by the How chart of FIG. 3B, Which can be seen as 
an alternative sub -procedure to be inserted betWeen points A 
and B in FIG. 3A. Steps S4-1 and S4-1', respectively, corre 
spond directly to steps S4 and S4', respectively (FIG. 3A). 
HoWever, in case the subsequent quality check (step S4-2/S4 
2') reveals that the quality is insuf?cient, the location is recal 
culated (step S4-3/S4-3') again using the other error correc 
tion type, ie transmission time offset estimation in case 
pseudorange outlier correction (With t”) Was used ?rst, and 
vice versa. In accordance With these embodiments, the com 
bined error correction of step S6 (FIG. 3A) Will be used only 
in case none of the separate mechanisms With correction for 
errors in t” or pseudorange outliers is capable of achieving 
suf?cient quality alone. In such cases, there Will be a com 
parison With a third quality criterion, Which may equal the 
second criterion as the illustrated Vt,”2 or be different, fol 
loWed by a third recalculation provided that the criterion is 
not ful?lled. 

It should be noted that the outlier correction steps S4-1, 
S4-3' are performed using t” and the embodiments of FIG. 3B 
are therefore applicable only in cases Where t” is available 
(reported/measured), ie in scenarios corresponding to the 
“yes-path” from step S1 (FIG. 3A). 

The location calculations in accordance With the technol 
ogy described herein that involve pseudorange outlier correc 
tion (step S4, S6 ofFIG. 3A and step S4-1, S4-3' of FIG. 4B) 
can for example comprise an iterative calculation procedure 
such as the example procedure of FIG. 4. The outlier correc 
tion involves n cases With computation of the mobile terminal 
location xk (kIl, 2, . . . , n), n being the number of p seudorange 
measurements available (step S6-1). The computations of 
step S6-1 are performed such that in the kth case, the kth 
pseudorange measurement is excluded from the position cal 
culation. This position calculation function either uses t”, e.g. 
according to Eq. (1 9), or includes estimation also of the 
transmission time offset '5, ie involves a combination of 
correction for errors in the measured/reconstructed t” and p, 
eg using Eq. (28). In step S6-2, the parameter estimate 
quality is determined for the computed location xk. Step S6-3 
asks if there are more pseudorange parameters available. If 
so, k is increased by one and steps S6-1 and S6-2 are repeated 
for the next pseudorange. If all available pseudoranges have 
been used (kIn), the procedure continues With evaluation of 
the determined parameter estimate qualities (steps S6-4, 
S6-5, S6-7). A comparatively high quality is hereby inter 
preted as an indication that the omitted pseudorange is an 
outlier. If an outlier pseudorange is detected, this pseudor 
ange is removed from the set of measurements and is not 
included in the determination of the ?nal terminal location. In 
the example With loss function thresholds, the outcome of the 
n computations is n loss function values Vk. If the smallest 
loss function value minV among these n loss function values 
is smaller than a threshold Vthr, it is concluded that an outlier 
has been successfully detected and removed (S6-5, S6-6). 
Otherwise it is concluded that no outlier could be removed, 
Whereby the location computed With all available pseudor 
anges Will typically be used (S6-7, S6-8). The procedure is 
terminated and the obtained location is preferably reported 
along With an uncertainty area. 

The stepWise introduced error correction of FIG. 3A (and 
FIG. 3B) is very advantageous since it provides more accurate 
positioning While maintaining the computations at an accept 
able complexity With a minimum of increases on the compu 
tational and measurement burden. The additional calculations 
associated With the iterative outlier rejection procedure can 
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for instance be limited to cases Where the possibility that the 
bad result Was due to an erroneous reception time has already 
been checked and ruled out. 

As mentioned in the background section, US. Pat. No. 
6,430,415 describes an approach for dealing With situations 
Where the mobile terminal does not knoW the GPS netWork 
time by using the difference betWeen true GPS netWork time 
and approximate time a satellite measurement as an addi 
tional unknoWn in computations of the mobile terminal loca 
tion. This requires one additional satellite measurement and 
results in demanding calculations With regard to processing 
time and poWer. In accordance With US. Pat. No. 6,430,415, 
this kind of extended processing Would alWays be used, 
imposing heavy demands on the positioning functionality in 
the mobile terminal and/ or cellular netWork. The technology 
described herein recogniZes that a more appropriate position 
ing functionality can be achieved by introducing quality 
checks in the location calculations. The proposed solution 
distinguishes betWeen different error correction needs and 
applies different degrees of error correction/parameter esti 
mation depending on the situation. Therefore, a minimum of 
additional complexity is introduced in the calculations While 
obtaining an su?icient precision in the positioning. The qual 
ity checks of the technology described herein also makes it 
possible to improve the positioning further by including func 
tionality correcting for outliers in the pseudorange measure 
ments. 

Although implementing the technology described herein 
in accordance With FIG. 3A (and FIG. 3B) is very favorable, 
the skilled person recogniZes that still other How sequences 
are possible as Well. The respective steps With outlier correc 
tion and transmission time offset estimation can for example 
be performed in parallel. Furthermore, the quality criteria in 
step S3 and S5 (and S4-2, S4-2') as Well as inthe S6 procedure 
may be equal (VWIIVWZ) or different (Vth,l#Vth,2), ?xed or 
varying. In the example With loss functions, it Will generally 
be appropriate to use different quality criteria at least for 
calculations associated With different degrees of freedom. 
The outlier correction can also be subject to various modi 

?cations. One alternative Would be to continuously evaluate 
the results of the location calculations With one measurement 
omitted and only continue the iterative procedure until a 
predetermined quality criterion is met. The iterative loop of 
FIG. 4 Would then include also the evaluating steps S6-4, 
S6-5, S6-7. Other embodiments may continue even after the 
criterion is ful?lled, and improve the quality further is if 
possible. The outlier correction may be restricted to removal 
of one measurement or may alloW more than one outlier 
pseudorange to be removed in case there are enough satellite 
measurements. 

In some cases there may not be su?icient pseudorange 
measurements to perform all the tests that Would be required 
in preferred embodiments of the present invention, for 
example in accordance With step S6 of FIG. 3A. It may then 
be appropriate to reduce the location parameter space to a 
2-dimensional location (the x and y coordinates in an earth 
tangential coordinate system) in order to be able to maintain 
integrity, handle missing measurements of t”, and to provide 
a reliable estimate of the uncertainty area. When estimations 
of the transmission time offset is included in the calculation of 
the mobile terminal location, ?ve satellite measurements are 
typically required for the terminal to be determined in three 
dimensions. (and additional error correction for outliers 
requires still more measurements). With a 2-dimensional ?x, 
ie by omitting the vertical Z coordinate, Which typically is 
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subject only to small variations, four satellite measurements 
Will be su?icient even When corrections for errors in the 
measured t” is needed. 

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an exem 
plary hardWare implementation of a mobile terminal in accor 
dance With the technology described herein. The mobile ter 
minal 500 comprises a GPS RF front end 510, a positioning 
module/processor 520, a cellular communication module 530 
(With a cellular RF module 532 and a cellular baseband pro 
cessor 534), as Well as antennas 512, 536 for communication 
With the cellular netWork and the GPS system, respectively. 
The cellular communication module 530 receives assistance 
data from the cellular netWork. The assistance data could 
comprise ephemeris and clock corrections for visible satel 
lites, an approximate UE location and an approximate GPS 
system time. Alternatively, the assistance data could contain 
explicit assistance intended only for assisting the correlation 
processing. The assistance data is in both cases sent to the 
positioning module 520. The communication module 530 
also provides the GPS RF front end 510 and the positioning 
module 520 With a clock reference. The RF front end module 
510 is controlled by the positioning module 520. 
When the positioning module 520 receives a positioning 

request from the communication module 530, it instructs the 
RF front end module 510 to collect GPS signal samples. The 
GPS RF front end 510 receives the GPS frequency band 
through the antenna 512, doWnconverts the signal to base 
band, separates the signal into in-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) 
components, samples and converts the signals into digital 
format, and outputs these to the positioning module 520 
through the I/O interface. The positioning module stores the 
received I and Q data in memory 524 and after enough data 
has been collected, correlation operators take place Within the 
DSP 526. The correlators are controlled by the CPU 522, 
Which in turn uses the assistance data for reducing the amount 
of correlations needed. When enough C/A code boundaries 
have been detected, or a timer has elapsed, the positioning 
module 520 outputs the measured truncated pseudoranges to 
the communication module 530 that sends the measurements 
to the cellular netWork for position calculation (mobile sta 
tion assisted AGPS). Alternatively, the position may be cal 
culated in the CPU 522 using available ephemeris and clock 
correction parameters, approximate GPS system time and the 
approximate location of the UE (mobile station basedAGPS). 
As for the positioning functionality in the cellular netWork, 

there is preferably a positioning node (117 in FIG. 1) associ 
ated With the RNC (or With netWork functionality corre 
sponding to RNC for non-WCDMA systems). The position 
ing node can be an external node connected to the RNC or 
incorporated in the RNC node. The positioning node is pref 
erably adapted for receiving positioning requests and may be 
involved in the ordering of satellite measurements from the 
mobile terminal. Such a measurement order is accompanied 
by assistance data, generally processed in the positioning 
node. 

For mobile station assisted AGPS, the positioning node 
preferably also comprises means for receiving ranging sig 
nals originating from a mobile terminal (or representations 
thereof) and processing means for calculating the location of 
the mobile terminal based on the reported measurement 
results from the mobile terminal and on a priori information 
about the mobile terminal location. Embodiments Where at 
least some of the netWork functionality for positioning are 
distributed onto separate physical netWork nodes also lie 
Within the scope of the invention. There may for example be 
separate processing means for processing the assistance data 
and for calculating the mobile terminal location, respectively. 
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18 
The predetermined quality criterion used in accordance 

With the technology described herein to determine Whether 
further error correction should be applied, has mainly been 
exempli?ed as a threshold value of the minimum loss func 
tion. Other embodiments may use other quality criteria than 
the minimum loss function. The quality criterion is preferably 
related to the residual of a least squares solution providing the 
mobile terminal location, eg based on the residual variance/ 
covariance, but other criteria can be used. Basically, any 
suitable measure of the match betWeen predicted and mea 
sured parameters (e. g. time or pseudorange parameters) 
affecting the location calculations can be used. 

Moreover, the quality criterion does not necessarily have to 
be expressed as a constant threshold value but may be vary 
ing, for instance depending on previous results in the location 
calculating procedure or on factors directly or indirectly 
in?uencing the required accuracy of the determined location/ 
position. When deciding upon a suitable quality criterion 
there is a tradeoffbetWeen accuracy in the positioning and the 
degree of computational complexity and often simple thresh 
olds Will be the most appropriate choice. 

Although the technology described herein has been 
described With reference to speci?c illustrated embodiments, 
it should be emphasiZed that it also covers equivalents to the 
disclosed features, as Well as modi?cations and variants obvi 
ous to a man skilled in the art. Thus, the scope of the invention 
is only limited by the enclosed claims. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

AGPS Assisted Global Positioning System 
C/A Coarse/Acquisition 
CPU Central Processing Unit 
DSP Digital Signal Processor 
ECEF Earth-Centered Earth-Fixed 
GPRS General Packet Radio Service 
GPS Global Positioning System 
GSM Global System for Mobile communication 
HDOP Horizontal Dilution Of Precision 
HOW Hand-Over Word 
ISDN Integrated Services Digital Network 
MS Mobile Station 
PLMN Public Land Mobile Network 
PSTN Public SWitched Telephone NetWork 
RAN Radio Access NetWork 
RF Radio Frequency 
SMLC Serving Mobile Location Center 
SV Space Vehicle 
TOW Time Of Week 
UE User Equipment 
UTRAN Universal Terrestrial Radio Access NetWork 

REFERENCES 

[l] Navstar GPS Space Segment/Navigation user Interfaces, 
ICD-GPS-200, Revision IRN-200C-003, 11 Oct. 1999. 

[2] 3GPP TS 44.031, v 5.6.0 

The invention claimed is: 
1 . A method for determining a location of a mobile terminal 

in a cellular communication netWork, the mobile terminal 
being con?gured to receive signals from satellites of a satel 
lite-based positioning system, the method comprising: 

receiving, at the mobile terminal, signals from a plurality of 
satellites; 

measuring, at the mobile terminal, pseudoranges to the 
satellites at a time of signal reception; 
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calculating the location of the mobile terminal based on 
parameters representing the measured pseudoranges; 

determining a quality measure associated with the location 
calculation; 

comparing the determined quality measure to a ?rst pre 
de?ned quality criterion; and 

recalculating, if the quality measure does not ful?ll the ?rst 
prede?ned quality criterion, the location of the mobile 
terminal with added correction for error in at least one 
parameter representing a parameter measured at the 
mobile terminal, wherein 

said calculating step uses a parameter for the time of signal 
reception measured at the mobile terminal, and 

said recalculating step involves correction for error in the 
parameter for the time of signal reception by using a 
transmission time offset parameter as an additional 
unknown parameter. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining a quality measure associated with the location 

recalculation of said recalculating step; 
comparing the determined quality measure of the recalcu 

lation with a second prede?ned quality criterion; and 
performing, if the quality measure does not ful?ll the sec 

ond prede?ned quality criterion, a second recalculation 
of the location of the mobile terminal in an iterative 
calculation procedure for pseudorange outlier correc 
tion. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining a quality measure associated with the location 

recalculation with a second prede?ned quality criterion; 
and 

performing, if the quality measure does not ful?ll the sec 
ond prede?ned quality criterion, a second recalculation 
of the location of the mobile terminal with correction for 
error in the time of signal reception by using a transmis 
sion time offset parameter as an additional unknown 
parameter. 

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 
determining a quality measure associated with the second 

recalculation; 
comparing the determined quality measure of the second 

recalculation with a third prede?ned quality criterion; 
and 

performing, if the quality measure does not ful?ll the third 
prede?ned quality criterion, a third recalculation of the 
location of the mobile terminal with the correction using 
the transmission time offset parameter as the additional 
unknown parameter in combination with the correction 
for error through the iterative calculation procedure for 
pseudorange outlier correction. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein said iterative calculation 
procedure for pseudorange outlier correction involves loca 
tion computations using the transmission time offset param 
eter as the additional unknown parameter for correction for 
error in the parameter representing the time of signal recep 
tion. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said calculating step 
uses the transmission time offset parameter as the additional 
unknown parameter and said recalculating step involves cor 
rection for error in at least one representative of the pseudo 
ranges measured at the mobile terminal using the transmis 
sion time offset parameter in an iterative calculation 
procedure for pseudorange outlier correction. 

7. The method of any of claim 2, wherein the iterative 
calculation procedure for pseudorange outlier correction 
comprises: 
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computing the location of the mobile terminal repeatedly, 

omitting one pseudorange measurement at a time; 
determining a quality measure associated with each com 

puted location; 
evaluating the determined quality measures, whereby a 

comparatively high quality is an indication that the omit 
ted pseudorange is an outlier; and 

removing, if an outlier pseudorange was detected in the 
evaluating step, the outlier pseudorange and using the 
location computed with the outlier pseudorange omitted 
as the mobile terminal location. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the transmission time 
offset parameter represents a time difference between the 
time of signal transmission from the respective satellites and 
the network time of the satellite-based positioning system. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the quality measure is a 
measure of the parameter estimate quality determined using 
the residual of a least squares solution for the mobile terminal 
location. 

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
reconstructing, in case at least one of the measured pseudor 
anges is a truncated pseudorange, a complete pseudorange 
from the truncated pseudorange based on the time of signal 
reception at the mobile terminal and an approximate mobile 
terminal location. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the respective steps of 
calculating and recalculating in turn comprises: 

de?ning a nonlinear equation system with unknown 
parameters at least for the mobile terminal location and 
a mobile terminal clock bias; 

lineariZing the equation system such that the satellite 
motion is modeled as linear with a nominal satellite 
position and a velocity vector; and 

solving the equation system for the mobile terminal loca 
tion. 

12. The method of claim 11, comprising: 
determining the nominal position for the respective satel 

lites using a time of satellite transmission determined 
based on the measured pseudorange and the time of 
signal reception at the mobile terminal; and 

expressing the satellite position in a local tangential coor 
dinate system with two horiZontal and one vertical coor 
dinate. 

13. A mobile terminal in a cellular communication net 
work, the mobile terminal comprising: 
means for receiving signals from a plurality of satellites of 

a satellite-based positioning system; 
means for measuring pseudoranges to the satellites at a 

time of signal reception; 
means for calculating a location of the mobile terminal 

based on parameters representing the measured pseudo 
ranges, 

means for determining a quality measure associated with 
the location calculation; 

means for comparing the determined quality measure to a 
?rst prede?ned quality criterion; and 

means for recalculating, if the quality measure does not 
ful?ll the ?rst prede?ned quality criterion, the location 
of the mobile terminal with added correction for error in 
at least one parameter representing a parameter mea 
sured at the mobile terminal, wherein 

said means for calculating is adapted for using a parameter 
for the time of signal reception measured at the mobile 
terminal and said means for recalculating involves 
means for correction for error in the parameter for the 
time of signal reception through a transmission time 
offset parameter as an additional unknown parameter. 
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14. The mobile terminal of claim 13, further comprising: 
means for determining a quality measure associated with 

the location recalculation; and 
means for a second recalculation, if the quality measure 

does not ful?ll a second prede?ned quality criterion, of 
the location of the mobile terminal involving means for 
iterative pseudorange outlier correction. 

15. The mobile terminal of claim 14, further comprising: 
means for determining a quality measure associated with 

the second recalculation; 
means for comparing the determined quality measure of 

the second recalculation with a third prede?ned quality 
criterion; and 

means for a third recalculation of the location of the mobile 
terminal, in case the quality measure does not ful?ll the 
third prede?ned quality criterion, 

said third recalculation comprising the correction for error 
through the transmission time offset parameter in com 
bination with the iterative pseudorange outlier correc 
tion. 

16. The mobile terminal of claim 14, wherein said iterative 
pseudorange outlier correction involves means for location 
computations with the transmission time offset parameter as 
the additional unknown parameter. 

17. The mobile terminal of claim 13, wherein said means 
for calculating is adapted for using the transmission time 
offset parameter as the additional unknown parameter and 
saidmeans for recalculating involves means for correction for 
error in at least one representative of the pseudoranges mea 
sured at the mobile terminal using the transmission time 
offset parameter in iterative pseudorange outlier correction. 

18. The mobile terminal of claim 14, comprising means for 
iterative calculation with pseudorange outlier correction 
comprising; 
means for repeatedly computing the location of the mobile 

terminal, omitting one pseudorange measurement at a 
time; 

means for determining a quality measure for each com 

puted location; 
means for evaluating the determined quality measures, 

whereby a comparatively high quality is an indication 
that the omitted pseudorange is an outlier; and 

means for removing, if an outlier pseudorange was 
detected by said evaluating means, the outlier pseudor 
ange, whereby the location computed with the outlier 
pseudorange omitted is used as the mobile terminal loca 
tion. 

19. The mobile terminal of claim 13, wherein the quality 
measure is based on the residual of a least squares solution for 
the mobile terminal location. 

20. The mobile terminal of claim 13, further comprising 
means for reconstructing a complete pseudorange from a 
measured truncated pseudorange based the time of signal 
reception at the mobile terminal and an approximate mobile 
terminal location. 

21. A positioning node in a cellular communication net 
work with means for determining a location of a mobile 
terminal in the cellular communication network, the mobile 
terminal arranged with means for receiving signals from sat 
ellites of a satellite-based positioning system, the node com 
prising: 

means for receiving, from the mobile terminal, parameters 
relating to measured pseudoranges to a plurality of sat 
ellites, the pseudoranges relating to a time of measure 
ment; 
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means for calculating the location of the mobile terminal 

based on parameters representing the measured pseudo 
ranges; 

means for determining a quality measure associated with 
the location calculation; 

means for comparing the determined quality measure to a 
?rst prede?ned quality criterion; and 

means for recalculating, if the quality measure does not 
ful?ll the ?rst prede?ned quality criterion, the location 
of the mobile terminal with added correction for error in 
at least one parameter representing a parameter mea 
sured at the mobile terminal, wherein 

said means for calculating is adapted for using a parameter 
for the time of signal reception reported by the mobile 
terminal and said means for recalculating involves 
means for correction for error in the parameter for the 
time of signal reception through a transmission time 
offset parameter as an additional unknown parameter. 

22. The positioning node of claim 21, further comprising; 
means for determining a quality measure associated with 

the location recalculation; 
means for comparing the determined quality measure of 

the recalculation with a second prede?ned quality crite 
rion; and 

means for a second recalculation, if the quality measure 
does not ful?ll the second prede?ned quality criterion, of 
the location of the mobile terminal involving means for 
iterative pseudorange outlier correction. 

23. The positioning node of claim 22, further comprising: 
means for determining a quality measure associated with 

the second recalculation; 
means for comparing the determined quality measure of 

the second recalculation with a third prede?ned quality 
criterion; and 

means for a third recalculation of the location of the mobile 
terminal, in case the quality measure does not ful?ll the 
third prede?ned quality criterion, said third recalcula 
tion comprising the correction through the transmission 
time offset parameter in combination with the iterative 
pseudorange outlier correction. 

24. The positioning node of claim 22, wherein said iterative 
pseudorange outlier correction involves means for location 
computation with the transmission time offset parameter as 
the additional unknown parameter. 

25. The positioning node of claim 21, wherein said means 
for calculating is adapted for using the transmission time 
offset parameter and said means for recalculating involves 
means for correction for error in at least one representative of 
the pseudoranges measured at the mobile terminal using the 
transmission time offset parameter in iterative pseudorange 
outlier correction. 

26. The positioning node of claim 22, comprising means 
for iterative calculation with pseudorange outlier correction 
that in turn includes: 
means for repeatedly computing the location of the mobile 

terminal, omitting one pseudorange measurement at a 
time; 

means for determining a quality measure for each com 
puted location; 

means for evaluating the determined quality measures, 
whereby a comparatively high quality is an indication 
that the omitted pseudorange is an outlier; and 

means for removing, if an outlier pseudorange was 
detected by said evaluating means, the outlier pseudor 
ange, whereby the location computed with the outlier 
pseudorange omitted is used as the mobile terminal loca 
tion. 
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27. The position node of claim 22, wherein the quality 
measure is based on the residual of at least squares solution 
for the mobile terminal location. 

28. The positioning node of claim 22, further comprising 
means for reconstructing a complete pseudorange from a 
measured truncated pseudorange based on the time of signal 
reception at the mobile terminal and an approximate mobile 
terminal location. 

29.A communication system With means for determining a 
location of a mobile terminal in a cellular communication 
network, the mobile terminal arranged With means for receiv 
ing signals from satellites of a satellite-based positioning 
system, the communication system comprising the position 
ing node of claim 21. 

30. A method for determining a location of a mobile ter 
minal in a cellular communication network, comprising: 

receiving, at the mobile terminal, signals from a plurality of 
satellites; 

determining, at the mobile terminal, a signal reception time 
and a plurality of pseudoranges of the plurality of satel 
lites; 

performing a ?rst location calculation, at the mobile termi 
nal or at a position node of the cellular communication 
netWork, of calculating a ?rst location of the mobile 
terminal based on the signal reception time and the plu 
rality of pseudoranges; 

determining, at the mobile terminal or at the position node, 
Whether a quality of the ?rst location is Within a ?rst 
quality threshold; 

determining, at the mobile terminal or at the position node, 
the ?rst location as the location the mobile terminal 
When it is determined that the ?rst location is Within the 
?rst quality threshold; and 

performing, at the mobile terminal or at the position node, 
a second location calculation, a third location calcula 
tion, or both When it is determined that the ?rst location 
is not Within the ?rst quality threshold, 
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Wherein the second location calculation corrects for an 

error in the signal reception time determined at the 
mobile terminal and is based on a transmission offset 
parameter not used in the ?rst location calculation, and 

Wherein the third location calculation corrects for error or 
errors in the plurality of pseudoranges determined at the 
mobile terminal. 

31. The method of claim 30, Wherein at least one of the ?rst, 
second, and third location calculations is performed at the 
mobile terminal. 

32. The method of claim 30, Wherein the third location 
calculation comprises: 

identifying, at the mobile terminal or at the position node, 
an outlier pseudorange of the plurality of pseudoranges, 
the outlier pseudorange being the pseudorange that 
make a highest contribution to an error in the ?rst loca 
tion calculated When the ?rst location calculation is per 
formed; and 

performing the ?rst location calculation, at the mobile 
terminal or at the position node, of calculating the ?rst 
location of the mobile terminal based on the signal 
reception time and the plurality of pseudoranges minus 
the outlier pseudorange. 

33. The method of claim 30, Wherein the third location 
calculation comprises: 

identifying, at the mobile terminal or at the position node, 
an outlier pseudorange of the plurality of pseudoranges, 
the outlier pseudorange being the pseudorange that 
make a highest contribution to an error in the second 
location calculated When the second location calculation 
is performed; and 

performing the second location calculation, at the mobile 
terminal or at the position node, to correct for the error in 
the signal reception time determined at the mobile ter 
minal based on the signal reception time, the plurality of 
pseudoranges minus the outlier pseudorange, and the 
transmission offset parameter. 

* * * * * 
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