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SPLITTER/COMBINER CIRCUIT 

CROSS REFERENCE 

This application claims priority to US. Provisional Appli 
cation No. 60/782,387, ?led Mar. 15, 2006, and US. Provi 
sional Application No. 60/830,971, ?led Jul. 14, 2006, Which 
are hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates to circuitry for combining/ 
splitting different Wavelength signals and, more speci?cally, 
to a radio frequency (RF) signal diplexer for use With multi 
function antennas. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

The proliferation of vehicular Wireless communication ser 
vices continues to challenge both original equipment manu 
facturers (OEMs) and their suppliers to innovate cost effec 
tive antenna solutions. Speci?cally, these emerging services 
operate on a Wide range of frequencies and thus necessitate 
the development of multiband antenna systems to mitigate 
cost and improve esthetics. Optimal solutions provide multi 
band operation by clever consolidation of multiple antennas 
into a single unit. 
An automotive telematics antenna, Which combines AMPS 

(American Mobile Phone Standard), PCS (Personal Commu 
nication Service) and GPS (Global Positioning System) ser 
vices into a single unit, is an example of a consolidated 
multiband antenna. Moreover, the recent addition of Satellite 
Digital Audio Radio System, SDARS, has prompted the 
development of a quad-band antenna adding SDARS to 
telematics functions. 

While these multiband antennas offer many advantages to 
OEM’s, they nevertheless require dedicated coaxial cables 
for each function. The additional coaxial cables impact rout 
ing, location options, increase hole diameter for roof 
mounted applications While increasing cost and complexity. 

Therefore, there is a need to combine functions onto feWer 
coaxial cables to reduce the number of cables used. For 
example, the elimination of even one coaxial cable is signi? 
cant as it means an OEM can save typically three (3) meters of 
coaxial cable per vehicle. The present invention ful?lls this 
need among others. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

One aspect of the invention is a circuit Which combines/ 
splits signals having different Wavelengths x, y by relying on 
their different propagation characteristics in the circuit. In a 
preferred embodiment, the circuit comprises: (a) ?rst and 
second transmission portions coupled at an intersection, the 
?rst transmission portion comprising at least tWo intersecting 
transmission lines, each having a length Which is a multiple of 
about 1A y, the second transmission portion comprising at 
least tWo intersecting transmission lines, each having a length 
Which is a multiple of about 1A x; and (b) ?rst, second and 
third ports, the ?rst port located at the ?rst transmission 
portion, the second port located at the intersection of the ?rst 
and second transmission portions, and the third port being 
located at the second transmission portion, the ?rst and sec 
ond ports being electrically coupled, and the second and third 
ports being electrically coupled. 

In a more preferred embodiment, the circuit comprises (a) 
a substrate; (b) ?rst and second transmission lines intersect 
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2 
ing on the substrate; (c) ?rst, second and third ports on the 
substrate, the ?rst port disposed at one end of the ?rst trans 
mission line, the second port being disposed at the intersec 
tion of the ?rst and second transmission lines, the third port 
being disposed at the end of the second transmission line; (d) 
?rst and second stub transmission lines on the substrate, each 
having a free end and a connected end, the connected end of 
the ?rst stub transmission line being connected to the ?rst 
transmission line proximate the ?rst port, the connected end 
of the second stub transmission line being connected to the 
second transmission line proximate to the third port; and (e) 
Wherein the ?rst transmission line and the ?rst stub transmis 
sion line having a length Which is a multiple of about 1A y:<1/s 
y, the second transmission line and the second stub transmis 
sion line having a length Which is a multiple of 1/4 x:<1/s x. 
Another aspect of the invention is method of combining/ 

splitting signals having different Wavelengths x, y by relying 
on their different propagation characteristics in the circuit. In 
a preferred embodiment, the method combines/ splits the sig 
nals using a circuit having ?rst and second transmission por 
tions, and ?rst, second and third ports, the ?rst port located at 
the ?rst transmission portion, the third port being located at 
the second transmission portion, and the second port being 
betWeen the ?rst and second transmission portions, the 
method comprising: (a) introducing a ?rst RF signal at one of 
the ?rst port or the second port; (b) forming a ?rst standing 
Wave of the ?rst RF signal in the second transmission portion, 
thereby preventing the ?rst RF signal from propagating 
through the second transmission portion and out of the third 
port; and (c) outputting the ?rst RF signal at the other of the 
?rst port or the second port. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shoWs a printed diplexer layout of the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 2 shoWs circuit simulator results for the layout of FIG. 
1, indicating equal insertion loss of 0.22 dB at markers 1 at 
1.575 GHZ and 2 at 2.333 GHZ. 

FIG. 3 shoWs circuit simulator results for the layout of FIG. 
1, indicating VSWR vs. frequency. 

FIG. 4 shoWs ?nite element method (FEM) simulation 
results for the layout of FIG. 1, indicating equal insertion loss 
of0.27 dB at markers 1 at 1.575 GHZ and 2 at 2.333 GHZ. 

FIG. 5 shoWs FEM simulation results for the layout of FIG. 
1, indicating VSWR vs. frequency. 

FIG. 6 shoWs a circuit current distribution for the layout of 
FIG. 1 at 1.575 GHZ shoWing S23 transmission. 

FIG. 7 shoWs a circuit current distribution for the layout of 
FIG. 1 at 2.333 GHZ shoWing S21 transmission. 

FIG. 8. shoWs an alternative printed diplexer layer of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 9 shoWs circuit simulator results for the layout of FIG. 
8, indicating insertion loss at markers 1 at 1.575 GHZ and 2 at 
2.333 GHZ. 

FIGS. 10-13 shoW other characteristics relating to the 
printed diplexer illustrated in FIG. 8. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention provides a circuit that combines/ 
splits signals of different Wavelengths by relying on their 
different propagation characteristics in the circuit. Speci? 
cally, the circuit comprises tWo adjoining portions With a port 
located in each portion as Well as one, a common port, at the 
junction of the tWo portions. Each portion performs tWo func 
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tions. First, it functions to couple its port With the common 
port for one signal, and, second, it functions to establish high 
impedance upon introduction of the other signal. Preferably, 
the portion establishes high impedance by forming a standing 
Wave of the other signal, Which signi?cantly reduces the other 
signal’s ability to propagate Within the portion and reach its 
port. Eachportion therefore is con?gured to couple one signal 
por‘t-to-por‘t, but to re?ect the other signal. Preferably, this 
dual functionality is achieved passively With little or no dis 
crete components such as ?lters that can introduce signi?cant 
insertion loss to the circuit. 

Therefore, the circuit of the present invention is designed 
such that, rather than selectively pass band ?ltering signals 
such as SDARS and GPS on their respective branches, the 
circuit rejects the unWanted band by presenting high imped 
ance at the common port, making the circuit appear as a “tWo 
port” through for each signal. 

This circuit provides a number of important bene?ts. First, 
it provides an elegant solution to combine tWo or more signals 
on a given line, thereby reducing the number coaxial cables 
used in automotive antenna applications. Second, since it 
preferably does not use discrete components, its insertion loss 
tends to be loWer than that of traditional splitter/combiner 
circuits. Third, the circuit comprises print distributed ele 
ments, Which are very precise, yet relatively inexpensive to 
produce in high volume. Still other bene?ts Will become 
apparent to those of skill in the art in light of this disclosure. 

Referring to FIG. 1, a circuit 100 for combining/ splitting 
?rst and second RF signals having different Wavelengths of x 
and y, respectively, is shoWn. It should be understood that the 
“Wavelength” as used herein refers to the guided Wavelength 
in the transmission line as opposed to a “free space” Wave 
length. The circuit 100 comprises: (a) ?rst and second trans 
mission portions 101, 102, coupled at an intersection 103, the 
?rst transmission portion 101 comprising at least tWo inter 
secting transmission lines 104, 105, each having a length 
Which is a multiple of about 1A y, the second transmission 
portion 102 comprising at least tWo intersecting transmission 
lines 106, 107, each having a length Which is a multiple of 
about 1A x; and (b) ?rst, second and third ports 108, 109, 110, 
the ?rst port 108 located at the ?rst transmission portion 101, 
the second port 109 located at the intersection 103 of the ?rst 
and second transmission portions 101, 102, and the third port 
110 being located at the second transmission portion 102, the 
?rst and secondpor‘ts 108, 109 being electrically coupled, and 
the second and third ports 109, 110 being electrically 
coupled. Preferably, there are no ?lters along the coupling 
betWeen the ?rst and second ports and the second and third 
ports. Each of these elements is discussed in detail beloW. 

Each transmission portion 101, 102 serves tWo purposes. 
The ?rst and relatively straight forWard purpose is to couple 
the port of the transmission portion to the common or second 
port for a particular signal. The other purpose is more com 
plex and requires the transmission portion to establish high 
impedance upon introduction of the other signal. Preferably, 
the transmission portion establishes high impedance by form 
ing a standing Wave of the other signal. This high impedance 
re?ects the other signal or otherWise signi?cantly reduces its 
ability to propagate Within the transmission portion and reach 
the port Within. Each transmission portion therefore is con 
?gured to couple one signal port-to-por‘t, but re?ect the other 
signal. 

Although different techniques and con?gurations can be 
used to perform the dual function of coupling one frequency 
and re?ecting another, preferably this is accomplished With 
no discrete or lumped components. That is, in a preferred 
embodiment, the coupling and re?ective properties of the 
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4 
transmission portion is dictated largely, if not entirely, by the 
geometry and con?guration of transmission lines Within the 
transmission portion. 

Applicant recogniZes that the circuit can be con?gured to 
exploit the Wavelength difference betWeen the signals such 
that it behaves differently for one signal than it does for 
another. To this end, applicant has con?gured the circuit to 
create a standing Wave at one frequently but alloW the other 
signal to pass. It is Well knoWn that a standing Wave Will 
re?ect any signal having approximately the same or odd mul 
tiples of the same Wavelength. The standing Wave is created 
preferably by creating an interruption point along the trans 
mission path. The interruption point is preferably the junction 
of the main transmission line and a stub transmission line. 
The lengths of the main and stub transmission lines are an odd 
multiple of about 1A the Wavelength to be re?ected. 
More speci?cally, referring to FIG. 1, the tWo intersecting 

transmission lines of the ?rst transmission portion comprise 
at least a ?rst transmission line 104a and a ?rst stub transmis 
sion line 105a having a free end 111 and a connected end 112. 
The ?rst port 108 is disposed at one end of the ?rst transmis 
sion line 104a and the second port 109 is disposed at the other 
end of the ?rst transmission line 10411. The connected end 112 
of the ?rst stub transmission line 10511 is connected to the ?rst 
transmission line 104a proximate the ?rst port 108. Likewise, 
the at least tWo intersecting transmission lines of the second 
transmission portion comprises at least a second transmission 
line 106a, and a second stub transmission line 107a having a 
free end 113 and a connected end 114. The third port 110 is 
disposed at one end of the second transmission line 106a and 
the second port 109 is disposed at the other end of the second 
transmission line 106a. The connected end 114 of the second 
stub transmission line 10711 is connected to the second trans 
mission line 106a proximate the third port 110. 

It should be understood that, from a practical standpoint, 
the ability of the transmission portion to couple one frequency 
While creating a standing Wave for the other Will likely be 
more of an optimization/compromise than an absolute. That 
is, it is unlikely that the Wavelengths of the tWo signals Will be 
related by a 1/2 multiple4e.g., y is a multiple of l/2xias is 
required for a perfect circuit in Which the coupling of one 
signal and the re?ection of the other Will be theoretically 
absolute. Rather, the circuit 100 is likely to strike a compro 
mise betWeen coupling and re?ecting based on the relative 
importance of the desired insertion loss and isolation. In other 
Words, if high isolation is desired over insertion loss, the 
transmission portion may be con?gured to ef?ciently create a 
standing Wave for one signal even though it may also interrupt 
the propagation of the signal too. On the other hand, if loW 
insertion loss is more important, than the circuit may be 
designed to ef?ciently couple one signal, While only partially 
re?ecting the other signal. This optimization Will of course 
depend upon the application and one skilled in the art can 
readily optimiZe the circuit using knoWn optimiZation and 
simulation techniques and tools to create the desired perfor 
mance. 

Since the lengths of the transmission lines Will therefore 
likely be adjusted from theoretical values to optimiZe inser 
tion and isolation parameters, the tWo intersecting transmis 
sion lines 104, 105 and 106, 107 Will not typically have a 
length Which is a precise multiple of 1A y and 1A x, respec 
tively. Rather, they Will have a length that is “about” a mul 
tiple of 1/4 y and 1A x. The term “about” therefore is used in this 
context to indicate that this is not likely a precise multiple but 
rather an optimiZed/ compromised number to strike a balance 
betWeen coupling e?iciency of one signal and isolation of the 
other. Generally, about 1/4 y and about 1A x is 1/4 y:<1/s y and 
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1A x:<1/s x, respectively, preferably, 1/4 y:<1/16 y and 1A 
Xi<1/l6 x, respectively, and, more preferably, 1/4 y:<1/32 y and 
1A x:<1/32 x, respectively. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the circuit 100 
comprises: (a) a substrate 115; (b) ?rst and second transmis 
sion lines 104, 106 intersecting on the substrate; (c) ?rst, 
second and third ports 108, 109, 110 on the substrate 115, the 
?rst port 108 disposed at one end of the ?rst transmission line 
10511, the second port 109 being disposed at the intersection 
103 of the ?rst and second transmission lines 104a, 10611, the 
third port 110 being disposed at the end of the second trans 
mission line 10611; (d) ?rst and second stub transmission lines 
105a, 10711 on the substrate 115, each having a free end 111, 
113 and a connected end, 112, 114, the connected end 112 of 
the ?rst stub transmission line 105a being connected to the 
?rst transmission line 104a proximate the ?rst port 108, the 
connected end 114 of the second stub transmission line 107a 
being connected to the second transmission line 106a proxi 
mate to the third port 110; and (e) Wherein the ?rst transmis 
sion line and the ?rst stub transmission line have lengths 
Which are a multiple of about 1A y:<1/s y, the second trans 
mission line and the second stub transmission line having a 
length Which is a multiple of 1A x:<1/s x. 

The transmission lines may be con?gured for compact 
ness. That is, rather than having essentially straight lines, it 
may be preferable to “fold” the lines to ?t the circuit in a 
smaller package. For example, referring to FIG. 1, both the 
main and stub transmission lines are folded such that portions 
of each line are angled to one another. Speci?cally, the ?rst 
transmission line 10411 is folded in a U shape and the second 
transmission line 10611 is folded in an L shape. Both stub 
transmission lines are folded in essentially U shapes. By 
folding the lines in this matter, the entire circuit ?ts into a 
smaller form factor. Although folding the transmission lines 
Will make the circuit more compact, it should be recogniZed 
that angles in the lines tend to create loss. Therefore, it is 
desirable to minimiZe the number of bends. Further, it is 
preferable to chamfer the corners as shoWn in FIG. 1 to 
minimize losses. Such techniques are knoWn in the art. 

Moreover, in addition to being folded as shoWn in FIG. 1, 
the transmission lines can be made other shapes in an effort to 
provide compactness. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 8, a 
curved splitter/combiner is provided. 

Referring to FIG. 8, a circuit 800 for combining/ splitting 
?rst and second RF signals having different Wavelengths of x 
and y, respectively, is shoWn. The circuit 800 comprises: (a) 
?rst and second transmission portions 801, 802, coupled at an 
intersection 803, the ?rst transmission portion 801 compris 
ing at least tWo intersecting transmission lines 804, 805, each 
having a length that is a multiple of about 1A y, the second 
transmission portion 802 comprising at least tWo intersecting 
transmission lines 806, 807, each having a length Which is a 
multiple of about 1/4 x; and (b) ?rst, second and third por‘ts 
808, 809, 810, the ?rst port 808 located at the ?rst transmis 
sion portion 801, the second port 809 located at the intersec 
tion 803 of the ?rst and second transmission portions 801, 
802, and the third port 810 being located at the second trans 
mission portion 802, the ?rst and second ports 808, 809 being 
electrically coupled, and the second and third por‘ts 809, 810 
being electrically coupled 
More speci?cally, the tWo intersecting transmission lines 

of the ?rst transmission portion comprise at least a ?rst trans 
mission line 804a and a ?rst stub transmission line 805a 
having a free end 811 and a connected end 812. The ?rst port 
808 is disposed at one end of the ?rst transmission line 804a 
and the second port 809 is disposed at the other end of the ?rst 
transmission line 80411. The connected end 812 of the ?rst 
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6 
stub transmission line 80511 is connected to the ?rst transmis 
sion line 804a proximate the ?rst port 808. Likewise, the tWo 
intersecting transmission lines of the second transmission 
portion comprises at least a second transmission line 806a, 
and a second stub transmission line 807a having a free end 
813 and a connected end 814. The third port 810 is disposed 
at one end of the second transmission line 806a and the 
second port 809 is disposed at the other end of the second 
transmission line 80611. The connected end 814 of the second 
stub transmission line 80711 is connected to the second trans 
mission line 106a proximate the third port 810. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the circuit 800 
comprises: (a) a substrate 815; (b) ?rst and second transmis 
sion lines 804, 806 intersecting on the substrate; (c) ?rst, 
second and third por‘ts 808, 809, 810 on the substrate 815, the 
?rst port 808 disposed at one end of the ?rst transmission line 
80511, the second port 809 being disposed at the intersection 
803 of the ?rst and second transmission lines 804a, 80611, the 
third port 810 being disposed at the end of the second trans 
mission line 80611; (d) ?rst and second stub transmission lines 
805a, 80711 on the substrate 815, each having a free end 811, 
813 and a connected end, 812, 814, the connected end 812 of 
the ?rst stub transmission line 805a being connected to the 
?rst transmission line 804a proximate the ?rst port 808, the 
connected end 814 of the second stub transmission line 807a 
being connected to the second transmission line 806a proxi 
mate to the third port 810; and (e) Wherein the ?rst transmis 
sion line and the ?rst stub transmission line have lengths 
Which are a multiple of about 1/4 y:<1/s y, the second trans 
mission line and the second stub transmission line having a 
length Which is a multiple of 1A x:<1/sx. FIGS. 9-13 provide 
additional simulation analysis of the FIG. 8 splitter/ combiner. 
One could also readily appreciate that other curved splitter/ 
combiners shapes are Within the scope of the invention 
including but not limited to ovals, ellipses, and rounded rec 
tilinear shapes. 

The term “transmission line” is used broadly and collec 
tively to refer to any knoWn transmission line or Waveguide. 
Preferably, the transmission line is a knoWn transmission line 
such as, for example, a microstrip, a grounded coplanar 
Waveguide, or a strip line. More preferably, the transmission 
line is a microstrip for ease of manufacturing and compact 
ness. More particularly, the transmission lines and the stub 
transmission lines are printed on the substrate using knoWn 
techniques. Furthermore, the use of microstrip technology 
facilitates integration With loW noise ampli?es (LNA) layouts 
in active antenna structures. Additionally, micro strips that do 
not have vias are preferred since active automotive antennas 
receive poWer from the receiver along the coaxial cable so the 
diplexer must provide a DC path to each antenna’s LNA. 

Preferably, the characteristic impedance of the transmis 
sion lines is loWer than that of the stub transmission lines. 
This Way, there is a tendency for current to How doWn the 
main transmission lines. For example, good results are 
obtained When the impedance of the transmission lines is 509 
and that of the stub transmission lines is 1209. In a preferred 
embodiment, the higher impedance is dictated by the Width of 
the transmission lines such that the main transmission lines 
are substantially Wider than the stub transmission lines. 

Returning to a discussion of FIG. 1, the circuit 100 (as Well 
as circuit 800) may comprise any standard substrate knoWn 
facilitating transmission of signal in the frequency range of 
the given application. Such materials are Well knoWn and 
include, for example, silicon, silicon-based materials, 
ceramic (e. g., aluminates), Te?on-based materials, and epoxy 
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composites, or any other printed Wire board (PWB) material. 
If the Waveguide is a hollow Waveguide, the substrate may be 
a1r. 

In its use as a diplexer for multifunction antennas, the 
circuit 100 may be incorporated into larger packages such as 
the antenna system and/or the receiver/GPS housings, or it 
may be packaged as a discrete component. For example, one 
such component may be attached to the antennas at one end of 
a coaxial cable and another component to the receiver/GPS 
components at the other end of the cable. 

The operation of the circuit 100 of FIG. 1 Will noW be 
considered. Note that the operation of FIG. 8 is identical, the 
only difference being its shape. A ?rst RF signal having a 
Wavelength of x is introduced at one of the ?rst port or the 
second port. (If the circuit 100 is being used as a splitter, then 
the signal is introduced at the second port, and, if it is being 
used as a combiner, then the signal is introduced in at the ?rst 
port.) Upon introduction in the circuit, the signal forms a ?rst 
standing Wave in the second transmission portion, thereby 
preventing the ?rst RF signal from propagating through the 
second transmission portion and out of the third port. In this 
embodiment, the ?rst standing Wave is formed in the second 
transmission portion 102 by re?ecting the ?rst RF signal at 
high impedance free end 113 of stub transmission line 107a 
approximately 1/4 x Wave length along second stub transmis 
sion line 107a creating a loW impedance to ?rst RF signal at 
intersection 116 of the second transmission line 106a, thereby 
preventing the ?rst RF signal from propagating out the third 
port 110. The ?rst RF signal then travels approximately an 
additional 1/4 x Wavelength along second transmission line 
10611 to intersection 103 creating a high impedance to ?rst RF 
signal thereby preventing the ?rst RF signal from propagating 
through second transmission path. In so doing, essentially the 
entire ?rst RF signal is outputted at either the ?rst port (in the 
case of a splitter) or the second port (in the case of a com 

biner). 
Likewise, either concurrently or at a different time from the 

introduction of the ?rst RF signal, a second RF signal having 
a Wavelength of y may be introduced at either the third port (in 
the case of a combiner) or the second port (in the case of a 
splitter). The combination of the ?rst transmission portion’s 
con?guration and the Wavelength of the second RF causes a 
second standing Wave to form in the ?rst transmission por 
tion, thereby preventing the second RF signal from propagat 
ing through the ?rst transmission portion and out the ?rst port. 
The second standing Wave is formed in the ?rst transmission 
portion 101 by re?ecting the second RF signal at high imped 
ance free end 111 of stub transmission line 105a approxi 
mately 1A y Wave length along second stub transmission line 
105a creating a loW impedance to second RF signal at inter 
section 117 of the ?rst transmission line 104a thereby pre 
venting the second RF signal from propagating out the ?rst 
port 108. The second RF signal then travels approximately an 
additional 1A y Wave length along ?rst transmission line 10411 
to intersection 103 creating a high impedance to second RF 
signal thereby preventing the second RF signal from propa 
gating through ?rst transmission path. The second RF signal 
is thus forced to output the circuit from either the thirdport (in 
the case of a splitter) or the second port (in the case of a 
combiner). Preferably, the ?rst RF signal propagates betWeen 
the ?rst and second ports Without passing through a ?lter, and 
the second RF signal propagates betWeen the third and the 
second ports Without passing through a ?lter. 

Preferably, the Wavelengths of the signals are suf?ciently 
different such that their transmission through the circuit 100 
Will be suf?ciently different as Well as to separate the signals. 
Preferably, the x and y differ by at least 1% x, more speci? 
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8 
cally, x and y differ by about 1% x. In a particular application, 
y is about 1.5x. In this embodiment, y may a GPS Wavelength 
(1.575 GHz) and x may a SDARS Wavelength (2.32-2.34 
GHz). The circuit of the present invention operates particu 
larly Well at these frequencies since they are essentially spot 
frequencies, thus lending themselves to the use of narroW 
band open-ended stubs. 

Preferably, the ?rst and second signal are the same type of 
signaliie, either bidirectional or unidirectional. For 
example, it is preferred to group together tWo receive-only 
functions (e.g., SDARS and GPS), and tWo bi-directional 
functions (e.g., AMPS and PCS). 

EXAMPLES 

The folloWing simulations shoW the ability of the circuit of 
the present invention to combine/split signals based on the 
propagation characteristics of signals having different Wave 
lengths Within the same circuit Without the need for ?lters or 
other discrete components. 

Example 1 

Based on the principles of the present invention described 
above, a combiner/ splitter circuit shoWn in FIG. 1 Was 
designed and optimized using Ansoft DesignerTM softWare on 
a 30 mil thick, er:3.2, tan 6:0.003 substrate. Care Was taken 
during the design process to minimize size, discontinuities, 
and insertion loss making appropriate trade-offs Were neces 
sary. 

Because the microstrip lines connecting the ports must also 
carry DC current, Wider 509 lines Were used. NarroWer 
higher impedance lines could have been used due to the 
narroW operating bandWidth for compactness, but this does 
more to increase insertion loss and limit the DC current 
capacity. 
The open stubs Were kept as straight as practically possible 

to maximize their effective Q but suf?ciently spaced from, the 
509 lines to minimize coupling. Their stub impedances Were 
kept intentionally high, 1209, to minimize conductor and 
substrate losses and also minimize out of band loading of the 
509 lines. 
With the layout complete, the stub and transformer lengths 

Were simultaneously optimized using the optimization 
engine Within Ansoft DesignerTM. The optimization goal Was 
set for S21 and S23 equal to zero. The optimized ?nal layout 
is shoWn in FIG. 1 With the GPS and SDARS inputs on ports 
110 and 108 respectively. The overall dimension of the layout 
is 27 mm><20 mm. 

1 GHz to 2 GHz sWept frequency circuit simulation Was 
conducted to shoW the optimized netWork performance. 
These results indicate an equal insertion loss of 0.22 dB and 
more than 20 dB isolation as shoWn in FIG. 2. The VSWR plot 
is shoWn in FIG. 3. 

Although these results shoWn an impressive level of isola 
tion, the circuit model used in the simulation did not have the 
necessary elements to account for coupling. To investigate 
any possible coupling betWeen the stubs and the transformers, 
the 2.5 D FEM (?nite element modeling) simulator also built 
into Ansoft’ s DesignerTM Was utilized. The 2.5 D FEM results 
are shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 5. As shoWn, the circuit and 2.5 D 
FEM simulations agree very Well and indicate little to no 
coupling exists betWeen the stubs and transformers. Speci? 
cally, as shoWn in FIG. 4, there is an insertion loss of 0.27 dB 
for both marker 1 (GPS port) and marker 2 (SDARS port). 
The SDARS port isolation at GPS frequency is about 30 dB, 
While the GPS port isolation at SDARS frequency is about 22 
dB. 
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Furthermore, FIGS. 6 and 7 show the current distribution 
on the network at 1.575 GHZ and 2.333 GHZ respectively. As 
shown, in FIG. 6, when the 1.575 GHZ signal is applied to the 
second port, there is very little current ?ow, indicated by dark 
region, at the ?rst port while the second and third ports have 
high current, bright regions indicating that most of the signal 
is exiting the third port. Likewise, referring to FIG. 7, when 
the 2.333 GHZ signal is applied to the second port, there is 
very little current ?ow at the third port and high current ?ow 
at the ?rst port indicating that most of the signal is exiting the 
?rst port. 

Example 2 

A combiner/ splitter circuit having the con?guration shown 
in FIG. 8 was designed and optimized using the same soft 
ware and design parameters as in Example 1 except obviously 
for geometry. 
A 1 GHZ to 2 GHZ swept frequency circuit simulation was 

conducted to show the optimiZed network performance. The 
2.5 D FEM shown in FIG. 9 insertion loss of 0.75 dB for 
marker 1 (GPS port) and —0.59 dB for marker 2 (SDARS 
port). The SDARS port isolation at GPS frequency is about 23 
dB, while the GPS port isolation at SDARS frequency is 
about 28 dB. 

FIGS. 10-13 show the manufacturing tolerances afforded 
by the con?guration of FIG. 8. Referring to FIGS. 10 and 11, 
the tolerance in the length of the arc of the SDARS and GPS 
stubs is shown, respectively. In each case, a deviation of :2 
degrees from the center nominal angle (i.e., 2400 and 232°, 
respectively) does not have a signi?cant effect on the inser 
tion loss. Referring to FIGS. 12 and 13, the thickness of the 
stubs can range :1 mil from the nominal thickness (i.e., 10 
mils for each) without signi?cantly affecting insertion loss. 
The tolerance in the length and width of the stubs indicates a 
high degree of manufacturability of this circuit design. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A circuit for combining/ splitting a ?rst RF signal having 

wavelength of x, and a second RF signal having a wavelength 
of y, said circuit comprising: 

?rst and second transmission portions coupled at an inter 
section, said ?rst transmission portion comprising at 
least two intersecting transmission lines, each having a 
length which is an odd multiple of about 1A y, said 
second transmission portion comprising at least two 
intersecting transmission lines, each having a length 
which is an odd multiple of about 1A x, wherein x and y 
differ by a multiple of 1/2 xil/s x; and 

?rst, second and third ports, said ?rst port located at said 
?rst port transmission portion, said second port located 
at said intersection of said ?rst and second transmission 
portions, and said third port being located at said second 
transmission portion, said ?rst and second ports being 
electrically coupled, and said second and third ports 
being electrically coupled. 

2. The circuit of claim 1, wherein there are no ?lters along 
the electrical coupling between said ?rst and secondports and 
said second and third ports. 

3. The circuit of claim 2, wherein said at least two inter 
secting transmission lines of said ?rst transmission portion 
comprise at least: 

a ?rst transmission line, said ?rst port being disposed at one 
end of said ?rst transmission line and said second port 
being disposed at the other end of said ?rst transmission 
line; and 

a ?rst stub transmission line having a free end and a con 
nected end, said connected end of said ?rst stub trans 
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10 
mission line being connected to said ?rst transmission 
line proximate said ?rst; and 

wherein said at least two intersecting transmission lines of 
said second transmission portion comprises at least: 

a second transmission line, said third port being disposed at 
one end of said second transmission line and said second 
port disposed at the other end of said second transmis 
sion line; and 

a second stub transmission line having a free end and a 
connected end, said connected end of said second stub 
transmission line being connected to said second trans 
mission line proximate said third port. 

4. The circuit of claim 1, wherein y is about 1.5 x. 
5. The circuit of claim 4, wherein y is a GPS wavelength 

and x is a SDARS wavelength. 
6. A circuit for circuit for combining/ splitting ?rst RF 

signal having a wavelength of x, and a second RF signal 
having a wavelength of y, said circuit comprising: 

a substrate; 
?rst and second transmission lines intersecting on said 

substrate 
?rst, second and third ports on said substrate, said ?rst port 

disposed at one end of said ?rst transmission line, said 
second port being disposed at the intersection of said 
?rst and second transmission lines, said third port being 
disposed at the end of said second transmission line; 

?rst and second stub transmission lines on said substrate, 
each having a free end and a connected end, said con 
nected end of said ?rst stub transmission line being 
connected to said ?rst transmission line proximate said 
?rst port, said connected end of said second stub trans 
mission line being connected to said second transmis 
sion line proximate to said third port; and 

wherein said ?rst transmission line and said ?rst stub trans 
mission line having a length which is an odd multiple of 
about 1A y:<1/s y, said second stub transmission line 
having a length which is an odd multiple of 1A x:<1/s x, 
wherein x and y differ by a multiple of 1/2 XiVsX. 

7. The circuit of claim 6, wherein said ?rst transmission 
line comprises no ?lters between said ?rst and second ports. 

8. The circuit of claim 6, wherein said second transmission 
line comprises no ?lters between said third and second ports. 

9. The circuit of claim 6, wherein y is about 1.5 x. 
10. The circuit of claim 9, wherein y is a GPS wavelength 

and x is a SDARS wavelength. 
11. The circuit of claim 6, wherein said transmission line is 

selected from one or more of a microstrip, a grounded copla 
nar waveguide, or a strip line. 

12. The circuit of claim 11, wherein the characteristic 
impedance of said transmission lines is lower than that of said 
stub transmission lines. 

13. The circuit of claim 12, wherein said transmission lines 
are substantially wider than said stub transmission lines. 

14. The circuit of claim 13, wherein said transmission lines 
are 50 Q and said stub transmission lines are 120 Q. 

15. The circuit of claim 6, wherein at least one of said 
transmission lines or at least one of said stub transmission 
lines comprise two or more portions at an angle to one 
another. 

16. The circuit of claim 6, wherein at least one of said 
transmission lines or at least one of said stub transmission 
lines are curved. 

17. The circuit of claim 16, wherein said circuit is generally 
circular. 

18. The circuit of claim 6, wherein said substrate is selected 
from the group consisting of silicon, silicon-based materials, 
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ceramic, aluminates, polytetra?uoroethylene based, epoxy 
composite, and air in the case of Waveguide. 

19. The circuit of claim 6, Wherein said transmission lines 
and said stub transmission lines are printed on said substrate. 

20. A method of combining/ splitting a ?rst RF signal hav 
ing a Wavelength of X, and a second RF signal having a 
Wavelength of y using a circuit having ?rst and second trans 
mission portions, and ?rst, second and third ports, said ?rst 
port located at said ?rst transmission portion, said third port 
being located at said second transmission portion, and said 
second port being betWeen said ?rst and second transmission 
portions, said method comprising: 

introducing a ?rst RF signal having a Wavelength of X at 
one of said ?rst port or said second port; 

transmitting said ?rst RF signal along said ?rst transmis 
sion portion, said ?rst transmission portion having a 
length Which is an odd multiple of about 1/4 y:<1/s y, 
Wherein X and y differ by a multiple of 1/2 X :1/sX; 

forming a ?rst standing Wave of said ?rst RF signal in said 
second transmission portion, thereby preventing said 
?rst RF signal from propagating through said second 
transmission portion and out of said third port; and 

outputting said ?rst RF signal at the other of said ?rst port 
or said second port. 

21. The method of claim 20, Wherein said standing Wave is 
formed in said second transmission portion by re?ecting said 
?rst RF signal at a free end of a second stub transmission line 
approximately 1/4 X Wavelength along said second stub trans 
mission line creating a loW impedance to said ?rst RF signal 
at an intersection of a second transmission lines and said 
second stub transmission line, thereby preventing the ?rst RF 
signal from propagating out said third port, said ?rst RF 
signal then travels approXimately an additional 1A X Wave 
length along said second transmission lines to an intersection 
of a ?rst transmission line and said second transmission lines 
creating a high impedance to said ?rst RF signal, thereby 
preventing the ?rst RF signal from propagating through sec 
ond transmission portion. 

22. The method of claim 20, Wherein said second transmis 
sion line and said second stub transmission line have a length 
Which is an odd multiple of about 1A X:<1/s X. 

23. The method of claim 20, further comprising: 
introducing a second RF signal at one of said third port or 

said second port; 
forming a second standing Wave of said second RF signal 

in said ?rst transmission portion, thereby preventing 
said second RF signal from propagating through said 
?rst transmission portion and out said ?rst port; and 
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outputting said second RF signal at the other of said third 

port or said second port. 
24. The method of claim 23, Wherein said ?rst RF signal 

propagates to said other of said ?rst or said second ports 
Without passing through a ?lter. 

25. The method of claim 23, Wherein said second RF signal 
propagates to said other of said third or said second ports 
Without passing through a ?lter. 

26. The method of claim 23, Wherein said second standing 
Wave is formed in said ?rst transmission portion by re?ecting 
said second RF signal at a free end of a ?rst stub transmission 
line approximately 1/4 y Wavelength along said ?rst stub trans 
mission line creating a loW impedance to said second RF 
signal at an intersection of a ?rst transmission lines and said 
?rst stub transmission line, thereby preventing the second RF 
signal from propagating out said ?rst port, said second RF 
signal then travels approXimately an additional 1/4 y Wave 
length along said ?rst transmission lines to an intersection of 
said ?rst transmission line and a second transmission lines 
creating a high impedance to said second RF signal, thereby 
preventing the second RF signal from propagating through 
?rst transmission portion. 

27. The method of claim 23, Wherein said ?rst transmission 
portion comprises at least: 

a ?rst transmission line, said ?rst port being disposed at one 
end of said ?rst transmission line and said second port 
being disposed at the other end of said ?rst transmission 
line, said ?rst transmission portion having a length 
Which is an odd multiple of about 1/4 y; and 

a ?rst stub transmission line having a free end and a con 
nected end, said connected end of said ?rst stub trans 
mission line being connected to said ?rst transmission 
line proXimate said ?rst port and having a length Which 
is an odd multiple of about 1/4 y; and 

Wherein said second transmission portion comprises at least: 
a second transmission line, said third port being disposed at 

one end of said second transmission line and said second 
port disposed at the other end of said second transmis 
sion line, said second transmission portion having a 
length Which is an odd multiple of about 1A X; and 

a second stub transmission having a free end and a con 
nected end, said connected end of said second stub trans 
mission line being connected to said second transmis 
sion line proXimate said third port and having a length 
that is an odd multiple of about 1A X. 

28. The circuit of claim 20, Wherein y is about 1.5 X. 
29. The circuit of claim 28, Wherein y is a GPS Wavelength 

and X is a SDARS Wavelength. 

* * * * * 


