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To all “whom it may concern. 

Be it known that I, J OHN T. RYAN, a citizen 
of the United States, residing at St..Louis, 
Missouri, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Horses’ Over-shoes, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, such as will enable others skilled 

' in the art to which it appertains to make and 
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use the same, reference being hadto the accom~ 
panymgdrawmgs, forming part ofthis specifi 
cation, in which“ -» 
Figure 1 is a sectional view of my improved 

horse-overshoe in position on a horse’s foot. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the overshoe 
detached, and Fig. 3 is a perspective view of 
the insole or pad removed. 

This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in an overshoe designed particu 
larly to be applied to the feet of horses, the 
object being to construct a shoe of the char 
acter described which can be quickly and easily 
applied, and which when in position will pro 
vide a soft pad desirable in cases where horses’ 
feet are sore. 
The object of my present invention is to 

construct the overshoe in the standard sizes 
and of ?exible material, such as rubber or 
leather, the shoe, if made of rubber, being re 
inforced by canvas or other similar fabric. 
This shoe is designed to hold in position a 
soft pad, which may be either rubber or felt, 
the pad conforming to the shape and contour 
of the foot. These pads or insoles are also 
preferably made in standard sizes, and being 
separable from the overshoe may be sepa 
rately shaped to ?t a horse’s foot, the operator 
trying the insole in its designed position to 
determine whether or not it properly {its the 
foot before the shoe is applied to hold the in 
sole in position. Of course the operator can 
deepen the recess of the insole to accommodate 
the frog or otherwise shape and manipulate 
the insole for the purpose of nicely ?tting it 
to a particular foot of a horse. WV hen the 
proper insole is adjusted to the foot, it is in~ 
serted. in the overshoe and the overshoe ap 
plied in position. The overshoe may be either 
low-laced, if it is desired to avoid interference 
with the action of the horse, or the uppers of 
the overshoe may be extended to provide a 
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high-laced shoe. The sole of the overshoe is 
preferably roughened or provided with pro 
jections, so as to avoid slipping. 

WVith these objects in view the invention 
consists in the construction, arrangement, and 
combination of the several parts, all as will 
hereinafter be described and afterward pointed 
out in the claims. 
In the drawings, in which I have repre 

sented the foot of a horse with my improved 
device in position thereon, 1 indicates a soft 
pad or insole, which is clearly shown in Figs. 
1 and 3. This insole is recessed at 2 to receive 
the frog of the foot. I prefer that the upper 
face of the insole fit snugly against the under 
side of the foot whether or not a shoe is pres 
ent on the foot, as by so doing there is less 
liability of the insole gettingloose, due to the 
yielding nature of the material of which it is 
composed, and where this material is impervi~ 
ous~—as, for instance, where soft rubber is 
used~~a suction is created which will hold thev 
insole in position. This insole is preferably 
?tted in position on the foot of the horse be 
fore the overshoe is put on, and when the in 
sole is properly shaped to lit the bottom of 
the foot it is inserted in the overshoe and the 
overshoe applied. 
The overshoe is cnp~shaped with a contract 

ed month, which is designed to be slightly 
spread apartin being introduced upon the foot. 
The bottom of the overshoe (indicated at 5) is 
preferably roughened and is solid, forming a 
substantial support throughout the entire area 
of the insole. The edges 6 of the overshoe are 
integral with the bottom and are shaped to tit 
snugly on all sides of the foot, the upper ex 
tremity of the edges at the sides and front being 
inclined inwardly to form a contracted mouth, 
which hugs the hoof. The back of the shoe is 
extended up shortly above the heel portion of 
the foot and is provided with forwardly-ex 
tending straps, one of which is provided with 
a buckle, so that the shoe may be secured in 
position. One of these straps 7 may pass 
through a loop 8, extending ‘upwardly from 
the front portion of the shoe-upper. If de 
sired the upper of the shoe may extend up 
higher than is shown in the drawings in order 
to make a high-laced shoe. In this manner 

60 

65 

85 

95 



IO 

20 

25 

35 

2 

the shoe will protect the ankle and avoid the 
evil effects of the animal striking or inter 
fering in action. ' 

In order that the back or counter of the shoe 
will maintain a conformation similar to the 
conformation of the foot of the animal, a 
stiffening-piece 9 is provided, which is inter 
posed between the inner and outer walls of 
the counter, said stiffener being of approxi 
mately the form of the rear portion of a 
horse’s foot, so that when the shoe is in its 
applied position the stiffened portion will as 
sist in retaining the shoe in place. 
From the above it will be seen that the shoe 

when in position on the horse is held ?rmly 
in place, suction assisting in holding the shoe 
in position. The shoe or sandal, having a 
level bearing and a stiff counter in the back, 
with a strap buckled in front of the hoof just 
below the action of the joint, will not interfere 
with the movement of the ankle and provides 
a natural protective covering for the hoof. 
Another advantage resulting from the peculiar 
arrangement of the stiffener 9 is that it ex 
tends down below the hoof of the animal and 
is approximately parallel with the edge of the 
pad 1, so that when the hoof is in contact with 
the pad the spreading of said pad and the 
resistance offered by the stiffener will cause 
it to be ?rmly held in position and will prevent 
excessive spreading, so as not to distort the 
shape of the overshoe. The shoe can be used 
on the feet of driving-horses having smooth 
shoes and will protect the feet and shoulders 
from jars due to traveling on hard streets. 
The insole being smooth, ?at, soft, and level 
will accommodate any rouglmess on the bot 
tom of the shod horse, the inequalities em 
bedding themselves into the soft insole and by 
so doing will insure even wearing on the bot 
tom of the overshoe. . The overshoe has a 
rolled roughened edge over the entire area of 
its lower surface to prevent slipping and give 
good wearing qualities.’ If desired, a sheet of 
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lead out to the pattern of the insole can be 
placed under the insole to give weight to the 
sole in training trotting horses. 

I am aware that minor changes in the con 
struction, arrangement, and combination of 
the several parts of my device can be made 
and substituted for those herein shown and 
described Without in the least departing from 
the nature and principle of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is~ 

1. In an overshoe for horses, the combina 
tion with an insole made of yielding material, 
of an overshoe having a solid bottom for sup 
porting the insole in position, and a ?exible 
upper for embracing the hoof, a stiffener car 
ried in the back of the overshoe and having a 
depending portion extending below the line 
of the bottom of the hoof and parallel with 
one edge of the pad to prevent excessive 
spreading thereof; substantially as described. 

2. In a shoe for horses, the combination with 
an insole shaped to snugly ?t the bottom of 
the hoof, of a shoe having a solid bottom for 
supporting the insole in position and having 
an integral upper extending from its edges 
which is inclined inwardly at the sides and 
front to snugly embrace the hoof, an extension 
at the back, a stiffener carried by the exten 
sion, said stiffener conforming to the shape of 
the adjacent portion of the hoof to assist in 
holding the shoe in place and having a depend 
ing end approximately parallel with the edge 
of the insole for the purpose described; sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto a?ix my 
signature,in the presence of two witnesses,this 
25th day of August, 1903. 

JOHN T. RYAN. 

Witnesses: 
EMMA RYAN, 
F. R. CORNWALL. 
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