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(57) ABSTRACT 

An operator number setting control unit 45 sets the number of 
contracted operators for a commissioned call center service in 
response to a request of a user. A lo g-in time collecting control 
unit 42 calculates the lo g-in time of the operator. A lo g-in time 
computing unit 43 adds respective log-in times for each user. 
A billed service charge computing device 44 calculates an 
amount of charge billed in accordance With the total sum of 
log-in time added for each user. A charge is calculated and 
billed as such for the amount of use of commissioned call 
center services in accordance With the usage pattern of users, 
thereby promoting the commissioning of call center services 
and making it possible to operate a call center system Without 
a huge amount of capital investment. 

20 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets 
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CALL CENTER COMMISSIONED-SERVICE 
CHARGE BILLING SYSTEM 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a call center commis 
sioned-service charge billing method for billing a charge to 
one or more users commissioning a call center service. More 

particularly, the present invention relates to a call center com 
missioned-service charge billing method, a call center com 
missioned-service charge billing system, and a computer 
readable storage medium, having a computer program stored 
thereon, related to the call center commissioned-service 
charge billing system, all of Which serve to calculate and bill 
a charge for the amount of use of commissioned call center 
services in accordance With the usage pattern of users, 
thereby promoting the commissioning of call center services 
and making it possible to provide a technique of operating a 
call center system Without a huge amount of capital invest 
ment. 

BACKGROUND ART 

A call center system is largely divided into inbound service 
and outbound service. 

The inbound service is to receive customer-initiated tele 
phone calls and others. In the inbound service, facisimile and 
electronic mail are also received in addition to telephone 
calls. Accordingly, utiliZed are operators, voice response 
devices, facsimile machines, and electronic mail related 
devices. 
On the other hand, the outbound service is to handle out 

going calls from call centers. For the outgoing calls, use is 
made of the predictive calling function typical of the pro 
jected calling and the previeW calling function for an operator 
to con?rm a called receiver and then provide a calling service 
by the intention of the operator. In addition, there is also 
available a system provided With an inbound function for 
receiving only inbound calls from customers, and With a 
blend function that enables both services of the predictive 
calling function and the inbound function. 

For a conventional call center system, facilities such as a 

PBX, voice response device, CTI server, mail server, fac 
simile server, and predictive calling device are purchased to 
construct the system in order to provide inbound and/ or out 
bound services. This has required a signi?cant capital invest 
ment and operations of the call center system for a long period 
of time to turn the system into a pro?t center in order to recoup 
the capital investment. 

Furthermore, in both the inbound and outbound services, 
there occur variations in the services such as busy and idle 
periods. This has often led to such a case Where effective use 
of the facilities is not made. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention Was developed to solve the afore 
mentioned conventional problems. It is therefore an object of 
the present invention to provide a call center commissioned 
service charge billing system that serves to calculate and bill 
a charge for the amount of use of commissioned call center 
services in accordance With the usage pattern of users, 
thereby promoting the commissioning of call center services 
and making it possible to operate a call center system Without 
a huge amount of capital investment. 

First, the call center commissioned-service charge billing 
method according to the ?rst invention of the present appli 
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2 
cation is a method for billing a charge to one or more users 
commissioning a call center service. The method solves the 
aforementioned problems by comprising the steps of setting 
the number of contracted operators for a commissioned call 
center service in response to a request of the user; calculating 
a log-in time of the operator; adding respective log-in times 
for each user; and calculating an amount of charge billed in 
accordance With the total sum of log-in time added for each 
user. 

In addition, the call center commissioned-service charge 
billing method according to the second invention of the 
present application is a method for billing a charge to one or 
more users commissioning a call center service. The method 
solves the aforementioned problems by comprising the steps 
of setting the number of contracted operators for a commis 
sioned call center service in response to a request of the user; 
calculating the number of effective connections through 
Which the operators have succeeded in contacting With a 
customer; adding respective number of times of contact for 
each user; and calculating an amount of charge billed in 
accordance With the total number of times of contact added 
for each user. 

Next, the call center commissioned-service charge billing 
system according to the third invention of the present appli 
cation is a system for billing a charge to one or more users 
commissioning a call center service. The system solves the 
aforementioned problems by comprising means for setting 
the number of contracted operators for a commissioned call 
center service in response to a request of the user; means for 
calculating a log-in time of the operator; means for adding 
respective log-in times for each user; and means for calculat 
ing an amount of charge billed in accordance With a total sum 
of log-in time added for each user. 

In addition, the call center commissioned-service charge 
billing system according to the fourth invention of the present 
application is a system for billing a charge to one or more 
users commissioning a call center service. The system solves 
the aforementioned problems by comprising means for set 
ting the number of contracted operators for a commissioned 
call center service in response to a request of the user; means 
for calculating the number of effective connections through 
Which the operators have succeeded in contacting With a 
customer; means for adding respective number of times of 
contact for each user; and means for calculating an amount of 
charge billed in accordance With the total number of contacts 
added for each user. 

Next, the computer readable storage medium according to 
the ?fth invention of the present application solves the afore 
mentioned problems by providing a computer readable stor 
age medium having a computer program stored thereon for 
implementing the call center commissioned-service charge 
billing system according to the aforementioned third or fourth 
invention. 
The action of the present invention is brie?y explained 

beloW. 
The present invention provides a method and system for 

billing a charge to one or more users commissioning a call 
center service. With this method and system, a charge is billed 
in response to actually provided respective inbound and out 
bound services to a user commissioning a call center service. 
This makes it possible to operate a call center system Without 
a huge amount of capital investment. 

In addition, in the present invention, the log-in time of an 
operator is calculated and respective log-in times are added to 
yield the total for each user, then an amount of charge billed 
being calculated in accordance With the total log-in time. 
Alternatively, the number of times of effective contact of an 
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operator with a customer is calculated and a respective num 
ber of times of contact is added as the total for each user, then 
the amount of charge billed being calculated in accordance 
with the total number of times of contact. 

For outbound services in a call center, different handling 
contents require different operation time periods. For 
example, outbound calls aimed at housewives may be pro 
vided during daytime, however, those aimed at workers 
would need to be provided after their work or during week 
ends. In addition, outbound services have to be provided, for 
example, seasonally for a summer gift sales battle and during 
a particular period of time for an election campaign. Accord 
ing to the present invention, a commissioned call center ser 
vice can be provided when desired for operation. In addition, 
since the charge is calculated for the time logged in by an 
operator, the amount of the cost for commissioned services 
corresponds to the effect that is obtained by operating the call 
center, thereby providing an economical merit to the commis 
sioning party in this point. 

In addition, for inbound services in a call center, different 
handling contents cause different periods of time during 
which a greater amount or less amount of customer-initiated 
inbound calls occur. In the case of inbound services, some 
calls may be received even during daytime when housewives 
are targeted, however, when workers are targeted, a less 
amount of calls may be received but a larger amount of calls 
may be received after their work or during weekends. Accord 
ing to the present invention, since the charge is calculated in 
response to the number of times of effective connections 
through which an operator is able to contact with customers, 
the amount of the cost for commissioned services corre 
sponds to the effect that is obtained by operating the call 
center, thereby providing an economical merit to the commis 
sioning party in this point. 
As described above, according to the present invention, a 

charge is calculated and billed for the amount of use of com 
missioned call center services in accordance with the usage 
pattern of users, thereby promoting the commissioning of call 
center services and making it possible to provide a technique 
of operating a call center system without a huge amount of 
capital investment. 

Incidentally, being logged-in is the state of an operator in 
which the operator is seated at his or her own place and 
available for serving a customer (or the state available for 
handling services). For example, the operator himself or her 
self can conduct a “log-in activity” at a particular device, 
thereby indicating that the operator has turned into the state 
available for handling services. On the other hand, when the 
operator is going to leave his or her seat or to be in the state of 
being unavailable for handling services, the operator himself 
or herself can conduct a “log-out activity” at a particular 
device, thereby indicating that the operator has turned into 
that state. 

In addition, the effective connection through which the 
operator can contact with a customer may be de?ned in a 
variety of ways. In addition, depending on the contents of 
de?nition, it is also possible to determine automatically 
whether or not a connection is effective. For example, the 
effective connection may be de?ned as a call with a customer 
for a predetermined period of time or more. In this case, it is 
also possible to measure the period of time for a connection 
and determine automatically whether or not the connection is 
an effective one. In addition, the effective connection may be 
de?ned as a call when the address and name of a customer are 

obtained. In this case, it is also possible to determine a call 
automatically as an effective connection when an operator 
has entered the address and name of a customer into a com 
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4 
puter. Alternatively, for purposes of receiving an order for a 
merchandise such as in a reception of a mail order, upon 
connection to a customer, a case where an order for a mer 

chandiZe has been actually obtained may be de?ned as an 
effective connection. In this case, it is also possible to deter 
mine a call automatically as the effective connection when an 
operator has entered the address and name of a customer 
related to the order for the merchandiZe into a computer. It is 
possible to state the de?nition of such effective connections in 
a contract when signed for commissioning call center ser 
vices. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of a 
call center system common to ?rst to fourth embodiments to 
which the present invention is applied; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
the ?rst embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
the second embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
the third embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
the fourth embodiment; 

FIG. 6 is a ?owchart illustrating the processing in an opera 
tor number setting control unit; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an operator number man 
agement table to be employed in these embodiments; 

FIG. 8 is a ?owchart illustrating the processing in a log-in 
time collecting control unit according to these embodiments; 

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a log-in time management 
table to be employed in these embodiments; 

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating the format of an electronic 
message to be sent from a CTI control device to the log-in 
time collecting control unit in these embodiment; 

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating the format of an electronic 
message to be sent from the log-in time collecting control unit 
to the CTI control device in these embodiment; 

FIG. 12 is a ?owchart illustrating the processing in the 
log-in time computing unit according to these embodiments; 

FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating a site number management 
table to be employed in these embodiments; 

FIG. 14 is a ?owchart illustrating the processing in a billed 
service charge computing device according to these embodi 
ments; 

FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating a table of amount billed 
per each campaign, to be employed in these embodiments; 

FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating a site-by-site table of 
amount billed per day and month, to be employed in these 
embodiments; 

FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating an operator-by-operator 
table of amount billed per month, to be employed in these 
embodiments; 

FIG. 18 is a graph showing the amount billed for one hour 
logged in by a single operator in these embodiments; and 

FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating the amount billed for one 
hour logged in by a single operator in these embodiments. 

BEST MODE TO CARRY OUT THE INVENTION 

Now, embodiments of the present invention will be 
explained below in detail with reference to the drawings. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of a 
call center system according to the embodiments to which the 
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present invention is applied. In this ?gure, the functional 
con?guration is shoWn Which is common to ?rst to fourth 
embodiments, described later. 
A call center apparatus according to these embodiments 

comprises a PBX (Private Branch exchange) 7, a plurality of 
operator devices 10, a CTI (Computer Telephony Integration) 
server device 20, a Web server device 22, a mail server device 
24, and a charge billing device 40. Of these, the CTI server 
device 20, the Web server device 22, the mail server device 
24, and the charge billing device 40 are connected to each 
other via a LAN (Local Area Network) 2A. 

In addition, for example, a connecting device 18A or a 
connecting device 18B may be provided on the LAN 2A and 
a LAN 2B as appropriate, respectively, as shoWn in FIG. 1, 
thereby alloWing the connecting device 18A and the connect 
ing device 18B to connect the LAN 2A and the LAN 2B to 
each other. For example, in these embodiments, a WAN 
(Wide Area NetWork) connects betWeen the connecting 
devices 18A and 18B. Alternatively, any other communica 
tion means may connect betWeen the connecting devices 18A 
and 18B. 

Furthermore, the operator device 10 has a telephone 12 
used by an operator to service customer calls, and a client 
device 14, used by an operator upon servicing customer calls, 
for displaying necessary information stored in a DB (Data 
Base) server device 17. Incidentally, the LAN 2B connects 
betWeen the client device 14 arranged for each operator and 
the DB (Data Base) server device 17. 

In addition, the CTI server device 20 has a CTI control 
device 32, a pacing control device 34, and a database man 
agement device 36. 
An inbound service call connected by a customer 3 over the 

public sWitched telephone netWork 1 is received by the PBX 
7. At this time, the CTI control device 32 of the CTI server 
device 20 controls the PBX 7 over the public sWitched tele 
phone netWork 1, a path via the connecting devices 18A and 
18B, or other dedicated communications line in order to 
thereby determine Which operator device 10 to alloW its tele 
phone 12 to receive the call. In addition, for example, When a 
calling customer can be distinguished based such as on a 
caller number noti?cation provided by the public sWitched 
telephone netWork 1, it is possible to automatically display 
customer information regarding the calling customer on the 
client device 14 for an operator. 

In addition, for the outbound service, in the CTI server 
device 20, the pacing control device 34 provides predictive 
calling or previeW calling based on information that the data 
base management device 36 has. The CTI control device 32 of 
the CTI server device 20 controls the PBX 7 over the public 
sWitched telephone netWork 1, a path via the connecting 
devices 18A and 18B, or other dedicated communications 
line in order to thereby alloW the telephone 12 of any one 
operator device 10 to receive the call connected to the cus 
tomer 3 by the calling. In addition, at this time, information 
for distinguishing the calling customer 3 is sent from the CTI 
server device 20 to the operator device 10, thereby making it 
possible to automatically display the customer information 
regarding the corresponding customer 3 on the client device 
14 for an operator. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
the ?rst embodiment to Which the present invention is 
applied. 

In the ?rst embodiment, tWo separate call center apparatus 
5 are provided, each of Which comprises the PBX 7 and a 
plurality of operator devices 10 (not shoWn). It is also accept 
able to provide more than tWo separate call center apparatus 5. 
In addition, one CTI server device 20 is provided for the 
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6 
plurality of separate call center apparatus 5. The CTI server 
device 20 comprises the CTI control device 32, the pacing 
control device 34, and the database management device 36. 
Furthermore, the charge billing device 40 comprising a log-in 
time collecting control unit 42, a log-in time computing unit 
43, a billed service charge computing device 44, and an opera 
tor number setting control unit 45 is provided separately from 
the CTI server device 20. 

In this embodiment, a WAN that employs the connecting 
device 18A, the connecting device 18B, or other equivalent 
device or communication netWork connects betWeen the 
separate call center apparatus 5 and the CTI server device 20 
and betWeen the CTI server device 20 and the charge billing 
device 40. Alternatively, other communication means may 
connect betWeen them. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
the second embodiment to Which the present invention is 
applied. 

In the second embodiment, tWo separate call center appa 
ratus 5 are provided, each of Which comprises the PBX 7 and 
a plurality of operator devices 10 (not shoWn). It is also 
acceptable to provide more than tWo separate call center 
apparatus 5. In addition, one CTI server device 20 is provided 
for the plurality of separate call center apparatus 5. Further 
more, the charge billing device 40 comprising the log-in time 
collecting control unit 42, the log-in time computing unit 43, 
the billed service charge computing device 44, and the opera 
tor number setting control unit 45 is provided inside the CTI 
server device 20. 

In this embodiment, a WAN that employs the connecting 
device 18A, the connecting device 18B, or other equivalent 
device or communication network connects betWeen the 
separate call center apparatus 5 and the CTI server device 20. 
Alternatively, other communication means may connect 
betWeen them. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
the third embodiment to Which the present invention is 
applied. 

In the third embodiment, the CTI server device 20 is pro 
vided in the separate call center apparatus 5 in addition to the 
fundamental con?guration of the call center apparatus 5, each 
of Which comprises the PBX 7 and a plurality of operator 
devices 10 (not shoWn). The CTI server device 20 comprises 
the CTI control device 32, the pacing control device 34, and 
the database management device 36. In addition, one charge 
billing device 40 is provided to one separate call center appa 
ratus 5 having such a con?guration or a plurality of separate 
call center apparatus 5. The charge billing device 40 com 
prises the log-in time collecting control unit 42, the log-in 
time computing unit 43, the billed service charge computing 
device 44, and the operator number setting control unit 45. 

In this embodiment, a WAN that employs the connecting 
device 18A, the connecting device 18B, or other equivalent 
device or communication netWork connects betWeen the 
separate call center apparatus 5 and the charge billing device 
40. Alternatively, other communication means may connect 
betWeen them. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration of 
the fourth embodiment to Which the present invention is 
applied. 

In the fourth embodiment, there are provided tWo CTI 
server devices 20 to Which one or more separate call center 

apparatus 5 are connected, each of Which comprises the PBX 
7 and a plurality of operator devices 10 (not shoWn). It is also 
acceptable to provide more than tWo CTI server devices 20. 
The CTI server device 20 comprises the CTI control device 
32, the pacing control device 34, and the database manage 
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ment device 36. In addition, one charge billing device 40 is 
provided to a plurality of CTI server devices 20. The charge 
billing device 40 comprises the log-in time collecting control 
unit 42, the log-in time computing unit 43, the billed service 
charge computing device 44, and the operator number setting 
control unit 45. 

In this embodiment, a WAN that employs the connecting 
device 18A, the connecting device 18B, or other equivalent 
device or communication network connects between the 
separate call center apparatus 5 and the CTI server device 20 
and between the CTI server device 20 and the charge billing 
device 40. Alternatively, other communication means may 
connect between them. 

The commonportion to these ?rst to fourth embodiments is 
explained below. 

FIG. 6 is a ?owchart illustrating the processing in an opera 
tor number setting control unit 45 according to the embodi 
ments described above. 

In this ?gure, in step 140, the number of operators is set for 
each site. In the operator number management table as shown 
in FIG. 7, this setting is performed by writing data or the 
number of operators N into the record of the corresponding 
site indicated by a site number. 

Incidentally, the site is the unit of users that commissions 
call center services, serving as a unit to which the charge for 
the commissioned call center service is billed. Alternatively, 
the site may be de?ned as a separate location where each of 
the separate call center apparatus 5 is installed. In addition, 
the number of operators N is the number of contracted opera 
tors under a contract with each user commissioning call cen 
ter services, or the number of operators provided for the call 
center service commissioned by the user. 

FIG. 8 is a ?owchart illustrating the processing in a log-in 
time collecting control unit 42 according to these embodi 
ments. 

In this ?owchart, ?rst, in step 110, the system reads the 
number of operators N which has been written in the operator 
number management table by the operator number setting 
control unit 45. In step 112, the log-in time management table 
shown in FIG. 9 is initialiZed. 

In the log-in time management table, a record is con 
structed for each operator. In addition, each record is made up 
of data on a site number indicative of the site to which an 
operator is allocated or belongs, an operator ID for identify 
ing the operator, a campaign ID for identifying the campaign 
to which the operator is allocated, a campaign identi?er for 
identifying the type of campaign to which the operator is 
allocated, a time of day when he or she logs in, and a log-in 
time. 

Incidentally, in these embodiments, the type of campaign is 
classi?ed into an outbound service utiliZing the predictive 
calling function, an outbound service utiliZing the preview 
calling function, an inbound service, and a blend service or a 
mixture of these outbound and inbound services. 

Incidentally, being logged-in is the state of an operator in 
which the operator is seated at his or her own place and 
available for operations of the operator device 10 such as the 
telephone 12 and client device 14 (or the state available for 
handling services). The operator himself or herself conducts 
a particular “log-in activity” at the client device 14, thereby 
indicating that the operator has turned into that state. In addi 
tion, when the operator is going to leave his or her seat or to 
be in the state of being unavailable for handling services, the 
operator himself or herself conducts a particular “log-out 
activity” at the client device 14, thereby indicating that the 
operator has turned into the state. 
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8 
In step 114, it is determined whether the program above a 

program that implements the log-in time collecting control 
unit 42 has been executed. If the execution has been com 
pleted, the entire processing of FIG. 8 is ended. If the execu 
tion has not been completed, the process proceeds to the 
subsequent step 116. 

In step 116, the log-in time collecting control unit 42 
receives the electronic message as shown in FIG. 10 from the 
CTI control device 32. The electronic message is made up of 
a site number, an operator ID, an electronic message identi 
?er, a campaign ID, and a campaign identi?er. When an 
electronic message identi?er indicates a log-in, the electronic 
message is called a log-in electronic message. On the other 
hand, when an electronic message identi?er indicates a log 
off, the electronic message is called a log-off electronic mes 
sage. Such an electronic message makes it possible to recog 
niZe a new log-in or log-off of an operator indicated by an 
operator ID at a site designated by a site number. 

Furthermore, in step 116, the log-in time collecting control 
unit 42 receives the electronic message and then sends the 
electronic message of FIG. 11 to the CTI control device 32 as 
the response to the received electronic message. The elec 
tronic message is made up of an operator ID and a result code. 

Then, in step 118, it is determined whether the number of 
currently log-in operators is greater than N that has been read 
from the operator number management table in the site indi 
cated by the received electronic message. If the number has 
been determined to be greater than N, the process branches to 
the front of step 114. If the number has been determined to be 
less than N, then the process proceeds to step 120. 

In step 120, it is determined whether the electronic mes 
sage currently received from the CTI control device 32 is a 
log-in electronic message. 

If it is a log-in electronic message, then in step 122, iden 
ti?ed is the record in the log-in time management table of the 
operator indicated by an operator ID in the site designated by 
the site number of the electronic message. In addition, in step 
124, the log-in time of the record is registered. After that, the 
process branches to the front of the step 114. 

If it has been determined in step 120 that the electronic 
message is not a log-in electronic message, it is then deter 
mined in step 130 whether the electronic message currently 
received from the CTI control device 32 is a log-off electronic 
message. 

If the electronic message is a log-off electronic message, 
then identi?ed in step 132 is the record in the log-in time 
management table of the operator indicated by the operator 
ID at the site designated by the site number of the electronic 
message. In addition, in step 134, the log-in time of the 
operator is calculated and set to the record in the log-in time 
management table. After that, the process branches to the 
front of step 114. 
On the other hand, if it has been determined in step 13 0 that 

the electronic message is not a log-off electronic message, 
then the process branches to the front of step 114. 
As described above, the processing in the ?owchart per 

formed in the log-in time collecting control unit 42 allows the 
log-in time of individual operators to be calculated and stored 
in the log-in time management table. 

FIG. 12 is a ?owchart illustrating the processing in the 
log-in time computing unit 43 according to these embodi 
ments. 

First, in step 152, the number of sites M is read from the site 
number management table as shown in FIG. 13. The number 
of sites is handled in the charge billing device 40 and managed 
in the operator number management table shown in FIG. 7, or 
the number of effective records in the operator number man 



US 7,593,874 B1 

agement table. Incidentally, the setting of the site number 
management table may be conducted in the processing of 
FIG. 6, subsequent to step 140, by the operator number setting 
control unit 45. 

In step 158, it is determined Whether the number of times of 
executions of loop (the number of loop repetitions) process 
ing in subsequent steps 160 and 162 is greater than M. If the 
number has been determined to be greater than M, then the 
entire processing of FIG. 12 is ended. 

If the number has been determined to be less than or equal 
to M, then in subsequent step 160, the log-in time per day and 
month for each site is calculated. In addition, in subsequent 
step 162, the log-in time per month for each operator is 
calculated. After step 162, the process branches to the front of 
step 158. 

FIG. 14 is a ?owchart illustrating the processing in the 
billed service charge computing device 44 according to these 
embodiments. 

First, in step 172, the number of sites M is read from the site 
number management table as shoWn in FIG. 13. In step 174, 
a campaign-by-campaign billed amount table as shoWn in 
FIG. 15 is read. In the campaign-by-campaign billed amount 
table, the amount billed to a user commissioning call center 
services is accumulated by the type of campaign. 

In step 178, it is determined Whether the number of execu 
tions of loop processing (the number of loop repetitions) in 
subsequent steps 180 and 182 is greater than M. If the number 
has been determined to be greater than M, then the entire 
processing of FIG. 14 is ended. 

If the number has been determined to be less than or equal 
to M, then in subsequent step 180, the amount billed per day 
and month for each site is calculated, thereby updating the 
corresponding record in the site-by- site table of amount billed 
per day and month. In the site-by-site table of amount billed 
per day and month, as a record for each operator, the amount 
billed to the user commissioning call center services is accu 
mulated by the type of campaign. Incidentally, With each site 
being associated With a user commissioning call center ser 
vices, the amount billed can be determined for each site, 
thereby determining the amount billed to each user. 

In addition, in subsequent step 182, the amount billed per 
month for each operator is calculated to update the corre 
sponding record in the operator-by-operator table of amount 
billed per month as shoWn in FIG. 17 in accordance With the 
resulting calculation. After step 182, the process branches to 
the front of step 178. In the operator-by-operator table of 
amount billed per month, as a record for each service date, the 
amount billed to the user commissioning call center services 
is accumulated by the type of campaign. 

Here, in these embodiments, the amount billedY for one 
hour logged in by one operator is determined by the folloWing 
equation. That is, 

Y:[exp(—X><0t)><[5]><y (1) 

Where, in the above equation (1), X is the number of con 
tracted operators in the contracted commissioned call center 
services, and 0t, [3, and y are Weighting factors. In addition, in 
the above equation (1), [ ] represents a function for raising 
decimals of the numerical value therein to the next Whole 
number. 

For example, suppose 0t is 200, [3 is 100, and y is 1. In this 
case, the amount billed for one hour logged in by one opera 
tor, corresponding to the number of contracted operators in 
contracted commissioned call center services, is as shoWn in 
FIG. 18. In addition, listing numerical values gives a table 
shoWn in FIG. 19. 
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As in equation (1), the amount billed Y is preferably an 

exponential function of the number of contracted operators X. 
HoWever, in the function exp( ) of the exponential function, 
the value inside the ( ) is negative, thus representing an expo 
nential function that makes the amount billedY decrease as 
the number of operators X increases. 

For the amount billed for one hour logged in by one opera 
tor being determined as such, the amount billed for one hour 
logged in by one operator decreases as the number of con 
tracted operators for commissioned call center services 
increases. This is in tune With the real picture for the provider 
commissioned by call center services in that the operating 
cost per one operator decreases as the number of contracted 
operators increases. 
As described above, the present invention can be applied 

effectively to these embodiments. Accordingly, a charge is 
calculated and billed for the amount of use of commissioned 
call center services in accordance With the usage pattern of 
users, thereby promoting the commissioning of call center 
services and making it possible to provide a technique of 
operating a call center system Without a huge amount of 
capital investment. 

In addition, in these embodiments, in each record of the 
site-by-site table of amount billed per day and month of FIG. 
16, the amount billed to each user commissioning call center 
services is accumulated by the type of campaign. In addition, 
in each record of the operator-by-operator table of amount 
billed per month of FIG. 17, the amount billed to each user 
commissioning call center services is accumulated by the 
type of campaign. Accordingly, in these embodiments, it is 
possible to calculate the amount of charge billed by the cam 
paign (service). For example, it is possible to determine the 
amount of charge billed for individual inbound services such 
as the predictive calling campaign or the previeW calling 
campaign. Alternatively, it is possible to simply determine the 
amount of charge billed for the entire campaign of inbound 
services. Alternatively, it is possible to determine the amount 
of charge billed for the blend campaign that enables both the 
inbound and outbound services. 

Since the amount billed to each user commissioning call 
center services is accumulated by the type of campaign as 
described above, it is possible to notify the user of the billing 
statement by the type of campaign. In addition, knoWing the 
billing statement by the type of campaign, the user can ana 
lyZe the effective assignment of the type of campaigns upon 
commissioning call center services and thereby reduce costs. 

In addition, in these embodiments, the electronic message 
from the CTI control device 32 to the log-in time collecting 
control unit 42 makes it possible to notify a connection (con 
tact) With the customer 3 in outbound services and a connec 
tion (contact) With the customer 3 in inbound services. This 
alloWs the charge billing device 40 to collect the number of 
contacts at each site, and to determine the amount of charge 
billed to a user commissioning call center services in accor 
dance With the collected result. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

According to the present invention, a charge is calculated 
and billed for the amount of use of commissioned call center 
services in accordance With the usage pattern of users, 
thereby promoting the commissioning of call center services 
and making it possible to provide a technique of operating a 
call center system Without a huge amount of capital invest 
ment. 



US 7,593,874 B1 
11 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A call center commissioned-service charge billing 

method for billing a charge to one or more users commission 

ing a call center service, comprising the steps of: 
connecting the call center and a call center commissioned 

service charge billing device by a communication 
means, the call center includes a computer telephony 
integration (CTI) server device and a public branch 
exchange (PBX), Wherein the CTI server device controls 
the PBX; 

making communication betWeen the CTI server device and 
the call center commissioned-service charge billing 
device; 

setting a number of contracted operators for a commis 
sioned call center service into an operator number man 
agement table in response to a request of a user of com 
missioning the call center service; 

calculating a log-in time of an operator by a log-in time 
management table; 

collecting respective log-in times for each user and storing 
the log-in times into an operator-by-operator table of 
amount billed; 

calculating an amount of charge billed for each user of 
commissioning the call center service in accordance 
With a total sum of log-in time added for each user of 
commissioning the call center service, and storing the 
amount of charge billed into a billed amount table for 
each user of commissioning the call center service; and 

deciding the charge billed to each user of commissioning 
the call center service for each kind of campaign, and 
storing the decided charge billed into a campaign-by 
campaign billed amount table, Wherein 

the amount of charge billed (Y) to each user of commis 
sioning the call center service for one hour logged in by 
one contracted operator is calculated by the folloWing 
equation: 

Where X is the number of contracted operators, 0t, [3 and y 
represent Weighting factors, and brackets represent a 
function for raising decimals of a numerical value 
therein to a next Whole number. 

2. A call center commissioned-service charge billing 
method for billing a charge to one or more users commission 

ing a call center service, comprising the steps of: 
connecting the call center and a call center commissioned 

service charge billing device by a communication 
means, the call center includes a computer telephony 
integration (CTI) server device and a public branch 
exchange (PBX), Wherein the CTI server device controls 
the PBX; 

making communication betWeen the CTI server device and 
the call center commissioned-service charge billing 
device; 

setting a number of contracted operators for a commis 
sioned call center service into an operator number man 
agement table in response to a request of a user of com 
missioning the call center service; 

calculating a number of effective connections through 
Which the operators have succeeded in contacting With a 
customer; 

collecting a respective number of times of contact for each 
user, and storing the number of times into an operator 
by-operator table of amount billed; 

calculating an amount of charge billed for each user of 
commissioning the call center service in accordance 
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With a total number of contacts added for each user of 
commissioning the call center service; and 

deciding a charge billed to each user of commissioning the 
call center service for each kind of campaign, and stor 
ing the decided charge billed into a campaign-by-cam 
paign billed amount table, Wherein 

the amount of charge billed (Y) to each user of commis 
sioning the call center service for one effective connec 
tion is calculated by the folloWing equation: 

Where X is the number of contracted operators 0t, [3 and y 
represent Weighting factors, and brackets represent a 
function for raising decimals of a numerical value 
therein to a next Whole number. 

3. A call center commissioned-service charge billing sys 
tem for billing a charge to one or more users commissioning 
a call center service, comprising: 

communication means for connecting the call center and a 
call center commissioned-service charge billing device, 
the call center includes a computer telephony integration 
(CTI) server device and a public branch exchange 
(PBX), Wherein the CTI server device controls the PBX; 

communication means for making communication 
betWeen the CTI server device and the call center com 
missioned-service charge billing device; 

means for setting a number of contracted operators for a 
commissioned call center service in response to a 
request of a user of the call center commissioned-ser 

vice; 
means for calculating a log-in time of an operator; 
means for collecting respective log-in times for each user; 
means for storing the calculated log-in times; 
means for calculating an amount of charge billed for each 

user of the call center commissioned-service in accor 
dance With a total sum of log-in time added for each user 
of the call center commissioned-service; and 

means for decreasing the amount of charge billed for the 
lo g-in time of the operator according to an increase in the 
number of contracted operators for the commissioned 
call center service, Wherein 

the amount of charge billed (Y) to each user of commis 
sioning the call center service for one hour logged in by 
one contracted operator is calculated by the folloWing 
equation: 

Where X is the number of contracted operators 0t, [3 and y 
represent Weighting factors and brackets represent a 
function for raising decimals of a numerical value 
therein to a next Whole number. 

4. A call center commissioned-service charge billing sys 
tem for billing a charge to one or more users commissioning 
a call center service, comprising: 

communication means for connecting the call center and a 
call center commissioned-service charge billing device, 
the call center includes a computer telephony integration 
(CTI) server device and a public branch exchange 
(PBX), Wherein the CTI server device control the PBX; 

communication means for making communication 
betWeen the CTI server device and the call center com 
missioned-service charge billing device; 

means for setting a number of contracted operators for a 
commissioned call center service in response to a 
request of a user of the call center commissioned-ser 

vice; 
means for calculating a log-in time of an operator; 




