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Fig.3 
Related Art 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<!ELEMENT Programs (Program+ )> 
<!ELEMENT Program (Title, ProgramID, Broadcast, Content?)> 
<!ELEMENT Title (#PCDATA)> 
<!ELEMENT ProgramID (#PCDATA)> 
<!ELEMENT Broadcast (Time, Duration, Service?)> 
<!ELEMENT Time (#PCDATA)> 
<!ELEMENT Duration (#PCDATA)> 
<!ELEMENT Service (#PCDATA)> 
<!ELEMENT Content (Synopsis*, Casting’v, Review*)> 
<!ELEMENT SYnODSiS (#PCDATA)> 
<!ELEMENT Casting (#PCDATA)> 
<!ELEMENT Review (#PCDATA)> 
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Fig.4 
Related Art 

<‘?xrnl version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
(schema targetNamespace="http1//Www.tvguide.com" 

xmlns=httpI//www.w3c.org/2001/X1V[LSchema 
elementFromDefault="unquialified"> 

< import namespace=“http¢//www.w3c.org/X1V[L/ 1998/namespace" 
schernaLocation="./xrn1-1998.xsd"/> 

(element name="Programs"> 
<complex'l‘ype) 
<sequence> 
<element: name="Program" maxOccurs="unbounded"> 
<complex'I‘ype> 
<sequence> 
(element narne="Title"/> 
(element name="ProgramID"/> 
(element name="Broadcast"> 
<complexType> 
<sequence> 
<element name="'[‘i1'ne'I type="dateTime"/> 
<elément name="D11ration" type="dateTime"/> 
(element narne="Service" type="siring" minOccur="0"/> 

</sequence> 
<lcomplexType> 

</elernent> 
(element name="Content" minOccur="0"> 
<cornplexType> 
<sequence> 
<element name="Synopsis" type="string" minOccur="O" 

maxOccurs="unbounded"/> 
<e1ement name="Casting" type="string" minOccur="0" 

maxOccurs="unbounded"/> 
<element name="Review" type="string" minOccur="O" 

maxOccurs="unbounded"/> 
<lsequence> 

<lcomplexType> 
</elernent> 

<lsequence> 
</complex'I‘ype> 

<lelement> 
<lsequence> 

<lcomplexType> 
</e1ement> 

<lschema> 
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Fig.5 
Related Art 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
(Programs) 
<Program> 
<TitIe>Friends</Til:le> 
<PrograrnLD>KTLA-2003-O5D9</ProgramID> 
<Broadcast> 
<Time>2003-O5-O9 19IOO</Time> 
<Duration>30m<lDuration> 
<Service>K'I‘LA</Service> 

</Broadcast> 
<Content> 
<Synopsis> 

It all begins when a pregnant Rachel (Jennifer Aniston) realizes that her dating days may be 
over after she gives birth. Hoping to lift her spirits, Joey (Matt LeBlanc) takes his blue roomie 
out for a night on the town, complete with ?owers, dinner and some juicy revelations about 
their best “date moves.” But once the pair part ways at evening's end, Joey is shaken by 
newfound feelings for his friend. 

</Synopsis> 
</Content> 

<lProgram> 
</Programs> 
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Fig.6 
Related Art 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<Programs> 
<Program> 
<Title>Sesame Street</Title> 
<ProgramlD>KCET-2003-O509</ProgramID> 
<Broadcast> 
<Time>2003-05-O9 121OO</Time> 
<Duration>60m<lDuration> 
<Service>KCET<lService> 

<lBroadcast> 
<Content> 
<Casting>Al1ison Bartlett O’ReiIly</Casting> 
<Casting>Linda Bove<lCasting> 
<Casting>Kristen Chenowith<lCasting> 
<Casting>Emilio Delgado<lCasting> 

</Program> 
</Programs> 

Fig.7 

<?xml vers'10n=" 1.0" encoding="UTF-8“?> 
<Programs> 
(Program) 
<ProgramID>KTLA-2003-O509</ProgramID> 
<Content> 
<Review><lReview> 

</Content> 
</Program> 

</Pr0grams> 
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Fig.8 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<Programs> 
<Prog'ram> 
<Title>Friends</Title> 
(ProgramID>KTLA—2003—0509</Program]1)> 
<Broadcast> 
<Time>2003-05-09 19100</Time> 
<Duration>30m<lDuration> 
<Service>KTLA</Service> 

</Broadcast> 
<Content> 
(Synopsis) 

It all begins when a pregnant Rachel (Jennifer Aniston) realizes that her dating days may be 
over after she gives birth. Hoping to liit her spirits, Joey (Matt LeBlanc) takes his blue roomie 
out for a night on the town, complete with ?owers, dinner and some juicy revelations about 
their best "date moves.“ But once the pair part ways at evening's end, Joey is shaken by 
newfound feelings for his friend. 

</Synopsis> 
<Review> 

Always best as a sparkling romantic comedy, Friends is funnier, sharper, sweeter and 

more satisfying than at any time since the early stages of Monica (Courteney Cox 

Arquette) ‘and Chandler's (Matthew Perry) once-secret courtship. 
Unquestionably, the revelation that Rachel (Jennifer Aniston) is pregnant by Ross 
(David Schwirnmer) -- an unexpected twist in a rocky relationship Ross recently 

described as "one heck of a see-saw" —- has brought renewed comic vigor and heart 

to a show that a year ago was looking awfully worn out. 

Of course. when a long-rurming series brings a baby on board, it's difficult to know if 

it will be seen as a blessed event or as the beginning of the end. In the case of Friends, 

maybe it's a little of both. 

<lReview> 
</Content> 

</Program> 
<lPrograrns> 
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Fig.9 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<Pr0grams> 
<Program> 
<Content> 

<Casting>Lisa Kudrow</Casting> 
</Content> 

<lProgram> 
</Programs> 
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Fig.10 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<Programs> 
<Program> 
<Title>Friends</Title> 
<ProgramID>KTLA-2003—O509</ProgramI.D> 
<Broadcast> 
<Time>2003-O5—O9 19¢0O<lTime> 
<Dura tion>30m<lDuration> 
<Service>KTLA<fService> 

</Broadcast> 
<Content> 
<Synopsis> 

it all begins when a pregnant Rachel (Jennifer Aniston) realizes that her dating days may be 
over after she gives birth. Hoping to lift her spirits, Joey (Matt LeBlanc) takes his blue roomie 
out for a night on the town, complete with ?owers, dinner and some juicy revelations about 
their best "date moves.” But once the pair part ways at evening's end, Joey is shaken by 
newfound feelings for his friend. 

</Synopsis> 
</Conter1t> 

<lProgram> 
<Program> 
<Title>Mother<fTitle> 
<Pr0gramID>KTLA~2003~0510</ProgramI_D> 
<Broadcast> 
<Time>2003—05-10 15I00</Time> 
<Duration>105m<lDuration> 
<Service>PBS</Service> 

</Broadcast> 
<Content> 
<Synopsis> 

Debbie Reynolds and writer-director Albert Brooks play a dysfunctional mother and son in 
this chamning comedy from 1996. 

Brooks stars as John Henderson, a neurotic. twice-divorced sci-? writer who moves back 
home with his disapproving mom to get to the root of his problem with women. Arguments 
over food and spending habits-soon arise, and Mom's house becomes a comic battle?eld 
littered with subtle Insults about John's writing. Reynolds‘ scene-stealing performance 
earned her a Golden Globe nomination for Best Actress. Rob Morrow stars as Brooks‘ 
younger brother. 

</Synopsis> 
<IContent> 

</Program> 
<lPrograms> 
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Fig.11 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="U'I‘F-8"?> 
<Invalid> 
<Programs> 
<Program> 

<Title >Larry King</Title> 
<ProgramID>CNN-2003-O509</Pr0gramID> 
(Broadcast) 
<Time>2003-O5—1O OOIOO</Time> 
<Duration>60m</Duration> 
<Service>CNN</Service> 

</Broadcast> 
<Content> 
<Synopsis> An interview series with the famed broadcaster. </Synopsis> 

</Content> 
<lProgram> 

</Programs> 
<llnvalid> 
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Fig.12 

<‘?xm1 version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<Prograrns> 
<Program Invalid="true"> 
<Title>Larry King</Title> 
<ProgramID>CNN-2003-O509</ProgramID> 
<Broadcast> 
<Time>2003-05-10 OOIOO</Time> 
<Duration>60m<_/Duration> 
<Service>CNN</Service> 

</Broadcast> 
<C0ntent> 
<Synopsis> An interview series with the famed broadcaster. </Synopsis> 

</Content> 
</Program> 

(/Programs) 
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ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT 
REQUEST/SUPPLY METHOD BASED ON 

XML 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

The present application is a continuation of co-pending 
application Ser. No. 10/645,503, ?led Aug. 22, 2003, the 
entirety of Which is incorporated by reference herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to an electronic document 

request/ supply method, and more particularly, to an XML 
based electronic document request/ supply method. 

2. Background of the Related Art 
In recent years, an extensible markup language (hereinaf 

ter, referred to as “XML”) is Widely used to create electronic 
documents. The utiliZation of XML increases rapidly 
throughout the World, and government and public of?ces as 
Well as general enterprises are increasingly introducing the 
XML. These electronic documents are generally created on 
the basis of a syntax prescribed by each organization. Speci?c 
languages have been provided for searching XML docu 
ments. 

HoWever, related art methods for searching or requesting 
electronic documents have various disadvantages. In a related 
art method for requesting a supply of the electronic docu 
ments using these speci?c search languages, a user requesting 
the electronic document should learn an additional search 
language and-designate a structure of the XML document to 
be supplied as the search result. Accordingly, the related art 
methods are ineffective to the user Who Wants to request and 
receive the electronic document created based on the previ 
ously designated syntax. 

Further, in case of using the document requested and sup 
plied in the related art methods, the entire contents provided 
initially should be transmitted because there is no method of 
subsequent or additional noti?cations of contents deleted 
because of a change of document contents or noti?cations of 
invalid contents. The above references are incorporated by 
reference herein Where appropriate for appropriate teachings 
of additional or alternative details, features and/or technical 
background. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to solve at least the related art 
problems and/or disadvantages and to provide at least the 
advantages described hereinafter. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
electronic document request/supply method based on XML 
that substantially obviates one or more problems due to limi 
tations and disadvantages of the related art. 

Another object of the present invention to provide an elec 
tronic document request/ supply method based on XML that 
retrieves an XML-based electronic document according to a 
speci?c syntax. 

Another object of the present invention to provide an elec 
tronic document request/supply method based on XML in 
Which the electronic documents are supplied using a previ 
ously prescribed syntax Without learning or using the syntax 
of additional languages to request/ supply the electronic docu 
ment. 
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2 
Another object of the present invention to provide an elec 

tronic document request/ supply method based on. XML in 
Which an electronic document application system utiliZed by 
a requester requests a search of the electronic document and 
processes the electronic document supplied from an elec 
tronic document repository using only a method or algorithm 
for processing a prescribed syntax. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
electronic document 

upgrade method based on XML in Which a transmission 
ef?ciency is improved by transmitting selected contents or 
indications to update a previously supplied document. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
electronic document upgrade method based on XML in 
Which a transmission ef?ciency is improved by transmitting 
only deleted, invalid or not currently valid contents among 
contents of a previously supplied document and not transmit 
ting an entire previously supplied or deleted document. 

To achieve at least the above-identi?ed objects in a Whole 
or in part according to the present invention, there is provided 
a method for requesting an electronic document based on 
XML, the electronic document being created using a syntax 
de?ning a structure of the electronic document, the method 
including creating a request document including an element 
name/attribute name based on a previously prescribed syntax 
Without de?ning an additional syntax for requesting the elec 
tronic document, and requesting delivery of the electronic 
document having an information on the element name/at 
tribute name recorded in the request document. 

To further achieve at least the above-identi?ed objects in a 
Whole or in part according to the present invention, there is 
provided a method for supplying an electronic document 
based on XML, the electronic document including values of 
element name/attribute name contained in a request docu 
ment, the request document being requested using a syntax 
de?ning a structure of the constructed electronic document, 
the method including providing an element name/attribute 
name based on a previously de?ned syntax in the request 
document among required elements, optional elements, 
required attributes or optional attributes, and selectively pro 
viding an identi?er information in the request document iden 
tifying an information on the element name/ attribute name, 
Wherein at least one electronic document that is supplied is 
valid for the previously de?ned syntax and includes values of 
the element name/ attribute name used in the request docu 
ment, and Wherein When the identi?er information is pro 
vided the supplied electronic document satis?es the values of 
the element name/ attribute name and an identi?er value of the 
request document including a request information. 

To further achieve at least the above-identi?ed objects in a 
Whole or in part according to the present invention, there is 
provided a method for supplying an electronic document 
based on XML using a syntax de?ning a structure of the 
electronic document, the method including supplying a docu 
ment including an invalid element to delete subsequently 
invalid contents contained in a corresponding previously sup 
plied document, Wherein deletion of predetermined contents 
of the corresponding document is noti?ed by adding to-be 
deleted contents to the invalid element. 

To further achieve at least the above-identi?ed objects in a 
Whole or in part according to the present invention, there is 
provided a method for supplying an electronic document 
based on XML using a syntax de?ning a structure of the 
electronic document, the method including deleting of pre 
determined contents of a corresponding document by supply 
ing a subsequent document including an attribute identifying 
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invalidity of the corresponding document to delete contents 
contained in the corresponding document. 

Additional advantages, objects, and features of the inven 
tion Will be set forth in part in the description Which folloWs 
and in part Will become apparent to those having ordinary 
skill in the art upon examination of the folloWing or may be 
learned from practice of the invention. The objects and advan 
tages of the invention may be realiZed and attained as particu 
larly pointed out in the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention Will be described in detail With reference to 
the folloWing draWings in Which like reference numerals refer 
to like elements Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW of a related art client/server 
structure that requests/supplies a general XML-based elec 
tronic document; 

FIG. 2 is an exemplary vieW shoWing a syntax structure of 
a broadcasting program produced by a related art method of 
creating an XML-based electronic document; 

FIG. 3 is an exemplary vieW of a document type de?nition 
(DTD) shoWing a syntax of a broadcasting program produced 
by a related art method of creating an XML-based electronic 
document; 

FIG. 4 is an exemplary vieW of an XML schema shoWing a 
syntax of a broadcasting program electronic document pro 
duced by a related art method of creating an XML-based 
electronic document; 

FIGS. 5 and 6 are exemplary vieWs of a broadcasting 
program electronic document produced by a related art 
method of creating an XML-based electronic document; 

FIG. 7 is an exemplary vieW of a request document request 
ing a supply of an electronic document created by a preferred 
embodiment of an XML-based electronic document request 
method according to the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is an exemplary vieW of an electronic document 
supplied according to the request document of FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is another exemplary vieW of a request document 
requesting a supply of an electronic document created by a 
preferred embodiment of an XML-based electronic docu 
ment request method according to the present invention; 

FIG. 10 is an exemplary vieW of an electronic document 
supplied according to the request document of FIG. 9; 

FIG. 11 is an exemplary vieW of providing information on 
a deleted document by supplying a document With an element 
name notifying an invalid document according to another 
preferred embodiment of an XML-based electronic docu 
ment supply method according to the present invention; and 

FIG. 12 is an exemplary vieW of providing information on 
a deleted document by, supplying a document With an 
attribute name notifying an invalid document according to yet 
another preferred embodiment of an XML-based electronic 
document supply method according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The XML-based electronic documents are often managed 
in a client/server structure that stores the documents in the 
server and provides desired electronic documents according 
to the user’s request. Such a client/ server structure is illus 
trated in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW of the client/ server structure that 
requests/ supplies a general XML-based electronic document. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, the client is a document requester/user 
side, and the server is a document provider side. Accordingly, 
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4 
if a system requesting and using a document has functions of 
storing and providing the document at the same time, the 
system can simultaneously act as the client and the server 
according to its role. 
A language for searching these XML documents includes 

XML query language (XQL) and XQuery. These search lan 
guages ate Widely used to search XML documents stored in 
an electronic document repository of the server and provide a 
result in a form of XML document desired by the requester. 
As an example, the XQL Will be describedbeloW. The XQL 

is a means for searching and selecting positions of data ?elds 
and texts existing Within the XML document. The XML ?les 
are used to transmit data collection betWeen computers on the 
Web. The XQL provides a tool for searching or selecting a 
speci?c item in the data collection Within the XML ?les. This 
is based on a format syntax that is used in an extensible style 
sheet language @(SL). The XQL is proposed as an extended 
version of the XSL. 

For processing, the XSL format language uses a simple 
directory notation to indicate a speci?c element name. For 
example, “books/authors” represents “a searching of all 
author components Within all book components in a speci?c 
context such as an XML ?le”. The XQL adds a capacity of 
using Boolean logic, selecting components and indexing 
component collections to the directory format notation. The 
XQL makes it possible to produce programs capable of 
searching the electronic document repository, Which stores 
the XML ?les, and providing hyperlinks linked to speci?c 
components. 
As described above, in a related art method for requesting 

a supply of the electronic documents using these search lan 
guages, a user requesting the electronic document should 
learn, an additional search language and designate a structure 
of the XML document to be supplied as the search result. 
Accordingly, the related art XQL method is ineffective to the 
user Who Wants to request and receive the electronic docu 
ment created based on the previously designated syntax. 

Preferred embodiments of XML-based electronic docu 
ment request methods using a prescribed syntax according to 
the present invention Will noW be described. XML-based 
electronic documents can use a document type de?nition 
(DTD) or an XML schema language to de?ne syntaxes. These 
syntaxes de?ne a structure of an entire electronic document 
and restrict name and occurrence frequency of each element, 
order, Whether it is a required element or an optional element, 
attribute of each element, etc. The electronic documents 
become valid documents With respect to the syntaxes pro 
vided by these languages. 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention can con 
stitute a request document requesting desired information by 
using a prescribed syntax, and can request supply of informa 
tion from an electronic document repository by using the 
request document. In other Words, a requester requests the 
supply of the information to the electronic document reposi 
tory by transmitting the request document or the like With the 
desired information recorded based on the prescribed syntax. 
A request document is preferably constituted With only an 

element name/attribute name Without detailed information 
values of element names/attribute names based on the syntax. 
Additionally, if there is an information that can limit the 
to-be-supplied information, an identi?er or an element name/ 
attribute name based on the syntax can be recorded in the 
request document together With speci?c values. 

Accordingly, When the requester sends the request docu 
ment to the electronic document repository for the purpose of 
requesting the supply of the electronic document, the syntax 
of a required element or a required attribute among the limi 
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tations of the prescribed syntaxes may not be observed. In 
other Words, because the supply of the electronic document is 
requested to the repository after inserting only the desired 
element or the attribute values, the required element or the 
required attribute can be omitted if there is not the desired 
information value. 

In the element name/ attribute name representing the to -be 
supplied information and having an identi?er value or spe 
ci?c value for limiting the information, the electronic docu 
ment described according to a hierarchy structure of the 
prescribed syntax is preferably used as the request document. 
The electronic document can be supplied that includes the 
value of the desired element name/ attribute name and satis?es 
the value of the element name/attribute name used as the 
identi?cation value or the conditions. 

In other Words, according to embodiments of the XML, 
based electronic document request/supply method of the 
present invention, a supply of the electronic document having 
the corresponding information is requested by using a request 
document in Which the identi?cation value of the to-be-re 
quested electronic document and the to-be-supplied element 
are described according to the hierarchy structure of the pre 
scribed syntax. 

Additionally, according to embodiments of the XML 
based electronic document request/supply method of the 
present invention, an attribute value is added at the provider 
side to notify an invalidity of the contents to be deleted if 
contents of the supplied document are deleted or not valid any 
more. Further, according to embodiments of the XML-based 
electronic document request/ supply method of the present 
invention, if predetermined contents of the supplied docu 
ment are deleted or not valid any more, the invalidity of the 
document is preferably noti?ed by inserting only the to-be 
deleted contents into the element name. 

The embodiments of a electronic document request/ supply 
method according to the present invention can be applied, for 
example, to the requester requesting the supply of the elec 
tronic document, the provider supplying the requested elec 
tronic document, and a system con?gured With a netWork 
connecting the requester and the provider. Also, the electronic 
document request/ supply method can be applied to a system 
that provides only basic information under an environment 
such as a broadcasting program providing system and then 
receives an additional information via a netWork according to 
the user’s request. 

For example, a syntax of the electronic document of the 
broadcasting program can be de?ned as folloWs, and an elec 
tronic document request/supply method Will be described 
With reference to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is an exemplary vieW shoWing 
a syntax structure of a broadcasting program produced by a 
related art method of creating an XML-based electronic 
document. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, it is assumed that the broadcasting 

program has a title and program identi?er (ID) information 
uniquely indicating the program, an information on a broad 
cast such as broadcasting service, time and duration, and 
information on contents such as synopsis, revieW and casting. 
Herein, the case Where the title, the program identi?er, the 
time and the duration are de?ned as the required elements Will 
be described. Accordingly, as shoWn in FIG. 2, a solid line can 
represent a required element and a dotted line can represent an 
optional element. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 3 and 4, these programs can be illus 

trated using a DTD and an XML schema. FIG. 3 is an exem 
plary vieW of the DTD shoWing syntax of the broadcasting 
program produced by a related art method of creating the 
XML-based electronic document, and FIG. 4 is an exemplary 
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6 
vieW of the XML schema shoWing syntax of the broadcasting 
program created by a related method of creating the XML 
based electronic document. 
The DTD is regulations for applying XML in order to 

markup a speci?c document type and determined by its appli 
cation. A de?nition of the document type can include an 
element type that can be expressed by the markup, an element 
relationship and attribute, and a regulation related to a refer 
ence. 

In FIGS. 5 and 6, there are shoWn broadcasting programs 
actually created based on the syntax. FIGS. 5 and 6 are vieWs 
of exemplary broadcasting program electronic documents 
created by a related art method of creating the XML-based 
electronic document. Here, the title that is the required ele 
ment is all contained, but the optional elements may not be 
contained. 

FIG. 7 is a diagram that shoWs an exemplary vieW of a 
request document requesting a supply of an electronic docu 
ment created by the XML-based electronic document request 
method according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
It is assumed that the requester requests the revieW of a 
speci?c program to the broadcasting station. At this time, the 
requester can create the request document as shoWn in FIG. 7. 
As shoWn in FIG. 7, the request document can use the same 

syntax of FIGS. 5 and 6. Although the present invention is not 
intended to be so limited. HoWever, the title element that is the 
required element is omitted, and the supply of the electronic 
document is requested to the repository after inserting “the 
identi?er” element of the desired program and “the revieW” 
element. 

Accordingly, the request document can be supplied to the 
electronic document repository by the request of the user or 
the like Who produces the request document shoWn in FIG. 7. 
FIG. 8 is a diagram that shoWs an exemplary vieW of the 
requested electronic document supplied according to the 
request document of FIG. 7. Further, as shoWn in FIG. 8, the 
electronic document including the requested information can 
be supplied to the electronic document application system 
utiliZed by the users according to the prescribed syntax. 
As a further example, it is assumed that the requester 

requests programs in Which a speci?c actor or actress per 
forms. At this time, the requester can create the request docu 
ment as shoWn in FIG. 9. As shoWn in FIG. 9, the request 
document canuse the same syntax of FIGS. 5 and 6. HoWever, 
the title element that is the required element is omitted, and 
the supply of the electronic document is requested to the 
repository after inserting only “the casting” element of the 
desired program. Here, since the “title” element and the infor 
mation on “the broadcast” are the required elements, this 
information is automatically provided even if they are not 
marked in the request document. 

Accordingly, as shoWn in FIG. 10, the electronic document 
repository supplies the electronic document application sys 
tem utiliZed by the users With the electronic document includ 
ing the requested information according to the prescribed 
syntax in response to the user’s request. 
According to the embodiments of XML-based electronic 

request/ supply methods of the present invention, the 
requester can request a supply of the electronic document 
stored in the electronic document repository by using the 
prescribed syntax (e.g., Without learning a syntax of the addi 
tional language for the search request). Additionally, embodi 
ments of methods of the present invention can be performed 
more effectively since the electronic document supplied from 
the electronic document repository is processed by using only 
the system, Which processes the prescribed syntax based on 
the XML. 
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At this time, the element name/attribute name of the 
request document is selectively recorded among the required/ 
optional elements and/ or the required/optional attributes for 
the syntax de?ning the constructed electronic document 
structure. The element name/attribute name selectively 
recorded in the request document can represent the document 
element name/attribute name of information that should be 
provided to the to-be-supplied electronic document. Further, 
if corresponding values are recorded in the element/attribute 
selectively recorded in the request document, the recorded 
values of the element name/attribute name represents the 
conditions of the element name/ attribute name that should be 
satis?ed by the electronic document provided in response to 
the user’s request. 

Further, if there are the contents to be deleted due to a 
change in the contents of the document, for example, if a 
prearranged broadcasting program is cancelled, the processes 
can be performed as shoWn in FIGS. 11 and/or FIG. 12. In 
other Words, as shoWn in FIGS. 11 and 12, cancellation of the 
prearranged broadcasting program, for example, can be noti 
?ed by adding an invalid or deletion element name or attribute 
name or the like. 

FIG. 11 is a diagram that shoWs an exemplary vieW of an 
embodiment providing information on a deleted document by 
supplying a document With an element notifying that the 
document is invalid according to an embodiment of an XML 
based electronic document supply method of the present 
invention. FIG. 12 is an exemplary vieW of providing infor 
mation on a deleted document by supplying a document With 
an attribute notifying that the document is invalid according 
to another embodiment of an XML-based electronic docu 
ment supply method of the present invention. 

In more detail, information on the cancellation of a prear 
ranged broadcasting program, for example “Larry King,” can 
be provided by adding the invalid element as shoWn in FIG. 
11. At this time, the to-be-deleted contents contained as the 
invalid contents Within the supplied document can be deter 
mined by an identi?er element that can identify the document. 
If the identi?er element is supplied as the contents of the 
invalid element, the corresponding entire document can be 
deleted. If the identi?er (e.g., identi?er element) that can 
identify the corresponding document Within the supplied 
document is contained and only the to-be-deleted contents of 
the corresponding document are contained as the invalid ele 
ment name, only the corresponding contents contained Within 
the invalid element name are preferably deleted. 

Further, the information on the cancellation of the pre 
scribed broadcasting program, for example “Larry King,” can 
be provided simply by adding the attribute name <Program 
Invalid:“true”> as exemplarily shoWn in FIG. 12. At this 
time, the attribute name notifying the invalidity of the sup 
plied document can be an attribute of the identi?er element 
name that can identify the to-be-deleted document. In case of 
providing the attribute name notifying that the attribute of the 
identi?er element name becomes invalid, the corresponding 
entire document that can be identi?ed by the corresponding 
document identi?er is deleted. 

Additionally, if the identi?er that can identify the corre 
sponding document Within the supplied document is con 
tained and only the to-be-deleted contents of the correspond 
ing document are provided as an attribute notifying the 
invalidity, only the corresponding contents among the docu 
ments identi?ed by the document identi?er are preferably 
deleted. 

According to embodiments of XML-based electronic 
document supply methods of the present invention, it is pos 
sible to gradually upgrade the document by deleting the con 
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8 
tents, that are deleted or not valid any more because of a 
change in the contents of the document, Without having to 
neWly supply the document, or by supplying only the invalid 
contents. 

As described above, preferred embodiments of methods 
for document request and/or supply have various advantages. 
According to preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion, XML-based electronic documents can be effectively 
supplied using the previously prescribed syntax Without 
learning the syntax of additional languages to request the 
electronic document. Further, an electronic document appli 
cation system utiliZed by the requester can request the search 
of the electronic document and process the electronic docu 
ment supplied from the electronic document repository using 
only an apparatus and/or algorithm for processing the pre 
scribed syntax. In addition, if some or the entire contents of 
the supplied document are deleted or become invalid, the use 
of the invalid document or its contents can be reduced or 
prevented by simply notifying the deleted contents. 
The foregoing embodiments and advantages are merely 

exemplary and are not to be construed as limiting the present 
invention. The present teaching can be readily applied to 
other types of apparatuses. The description of the present 
invention is intended to be illustrative, and not to limit the 
scope of the claims. Many alternatives, modi?cations, and 
variations Will be apparent to those skilled in the art. In the 
claims, means-plus-function clauses are intended to cover the 
structures described herein as performing the recited function 
and not only structural equivalents but also equivalent struc 
tures. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method implemented by a client in a broadcasting 

system for managing metadata for multimedia program con 
tent scheduled for broadcast in the broadcasting system, the 
method comprising: 

receiving in the client from a provider in the broadcasting 
system an electronic document containing metadata 
related to the scheduled multimedia program content, 
Wherein the electronic document has a hierarchical 
structure based on a prescribed syntax and the hierarchi 
cal structure includes an upper fragment located above a 
loWer fragment Which is identi?ed by a fragment iden 
ti?cation; 

requesting an update for the previously received loWer 
fragment in the client; and 

in response to the request, receiving in the client an update 
document having a structure based on the prescribed 
syntax, the update document including the upper frag 
ment and an invalid element, Wherein the invalid ele 
ment speci?es that information in the previously 
received loWer fragment is invalid. 

2. The method of claim 1 comprising deleting the previ 
ously received loWer fragment in response to receiving the 
invalid element. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein the invalid element 
speci?es the fragment identi?cation. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metadata includes at 
least one of title, synopsis, revieW, and cast for a scheduled 
broadcast program. 

5. The method of claim 1, Wherein the loWer fragment is in 
XML format. 

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein the invalid element in 
the update document includes the information Which is 
invalid in the previously received loWer fragment. 

7. The method of claim 1, Wherein the invalid element 
includes a program identi?er to identity the invalid informa 
tion in the previously received loWer fragment. 
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein the program identi?er 
includes date information. 

9. A method implemented by a provider in a broadcasting 
system for managing metadata for multimedia program con 
tent scheduled for broadcast in the broadcasting system, the 
method comprising: 

receiving by the provider from a client device in the broad 
casting system a request for updating a loWer fragment 
containing metadata related to the scheduled multime 
dia program content, the client device storing the loWer 
fragment in a previously received electronic document, 
Wherein the electronic document has a hierarchical 
structure based on a prescribed syntax and the hierarchi 
cal structure includes an upper fragment located above 
the loWer fragment Which is identi?ed by a fragment 
identi?cation; and 

in response to the request, sending from the provider to the 
client device an update document having a structure 
based on the prescribed syntax, the update document 
including the upper fragment and an invalid element, 
Wherein the invalid element speci?es that information in 
the loWer fragment is invalid. 

10. The method of claim 9 Wherein the loWer fragment 
stored in the client device is deleted in response to the invalid 
element. 

11. The method of claim 9 Wherein the invalid element 
speci?es the fragment identi?cation. 

12. The method of claim 9, Wherein the metadata includes 
at least one of title, synopsis, revieW, and cast for a scheduled 
broadcast program. 

13. The method of claim 9, Wherein the loWer fragment is 
in XML format. 

14. A method implemented by a provider in a broadcasting 
system for updating metadata for multimedia program con 
tent scheduled for broadcast in the broadcasting system, the 
method comprising: 

receiving by the provider from a client device in the broad 
casting system a request for an updated loWer fragment 
containing metadata related to the scheduled multime 
dia program content, the client device storing an earlier 
version of the loWer fragment in a previously received 
electronic document, Wherein the electronic document 
has a hierarchical structure based on a prescribed syntax 
and the hierarchical structure includes an upper frag 
ment located above the loWer fragment, and Wherein the 
earlier version is identi?ed by a version identi?er; and 

in response to the request, sending from the provider to the 
client device an update document having a structure 
based on the prescribed syntax, the update document 
including the upper fragment and an invalid element, 
Wherein the invalid element speci?es the version identi 
?er of the earlier version of the loWer fragment and 
indicates that information in the loWer fragment is 
invalid. 

15. The method of claim 14, Wherein the earlier version of 
the loWer fragment stored in the client device is deleted in 
response to the invalid element. 

16. The method of claim 14, Wherein the version identi?er 
is a numerical representation of a calendar date on Which the 
earlier version Was created. 

17. The method of claim 14, Wherein the version identi?er 
is expressed in the form of YYYYMMDD, WhereinYYYY, 
MM, and DD are numerical expressions of year, month, and 
day, respectively. 

18. The method of claim 14, Wherein the metadata includes 
at least one of title, synopsis, revieW, and cast for the sched 
uled multimedia program content. 
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19. The method of claim 14, Wherein the loWer fragment is 

in XML format. 
20. A method implemented by a client in a broadcasting 

system for managing metadata for multimedia program con 
tent scheduled for broadcast in the broadcasting system, the 
method comprising: 

receiving in the client from a provider in the broadcasting 
system a ?rst version of an electronic document contain 
ing metadata related to the scheduled multimedia pro 
gram content, Wherein the electronic document has a 
hierarchical structure based on a prescribed syntax and 
the hierarchical structure includes an upper fragment 
located above a ?rst version of a loWer fragment, and 
Wherein the ?rst version of the loWer fragment is iden 
ti?ed by a version identi?er; 

storing the ?rst version of the loWer fragment in a local data 
structure of the client, Wherein the local data structure is 
based on the prescribed syntax and corresponds to the 
electronic document; 

requesting an update for the previously received loWer 
fragment in the client; and 

in response to the request, receiving in the client an update 
document having a structure based on the prescribed 
syntax, the update document including the upper frag 
ment and an invalid element, Wherein the invalid ele 
ment speci?es the version identi?er of the earlier version 
of the loWer fragment. 

21. The method of claim 20 comprising deleting the ?rst 
version of the loWer fragment in response to receiving the 
invalid element. 

22. The method of claim 20, Wherein the version identi?er 
is a numerical representation of a calendar date on Which the 
earlier version Was created. 

23. The method of claim 20, Wherein the version identi?er 
is expressed in the form of YYYYMMDD, Wherein YYYY, 
MM, and DD are numerical expressions of year, month, and 
day, respectively. 

24. The method of claim 20, Wherein the metadata includes 
at least one of title, synopsis, revieW, and cast for the sched 
uled multimedia program content. 

25. The method of claim 20, Wherein the loWer fragment is 
in XML format. 

26. A method implemented by a provider in a broadcasting 
system for updating metadata related to multimedia program 
content scheduled for broadcast in the broadcasting system, 
the method comprising: 

receiving by the provider a request from a client device in 
the broadcasting system for an updated version of a 
loWer fragment in the metadata related to the scheduled 
multimedia program content, the client device storing an 
earlier version of the metadata, Wherein the metadata has 
a hierarchical structure based on a prescribed syntax and 
the hierarchical structure includes an upper fragment 
above the loWer fragment, and Wherein the earlier ver 
sion is identi?ed by a version identi?er; and 

in response to the request, sending from the provider to the 
client device an update document having a structure 
based on the prescribed syntax, the update document 
including the upper fragment and an invalid element, 
Wherein the invalid element speci?es that information in 
the loWer fragment of the earlier version of the metadata 
is invalid. 

27. The method of claim 26, Wherein the loWer fragment of 
the earlier version of the metadata stored in the client device 
is deleted in response to the invalid element. 
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28. The method of claim 26, wherein the version identi?er 
is a numerical representation of a calendar date on Which the 
earlier version Was created. 

29. The method of claim 26, Wherein the version identi?er 
is expressed in the form of YYYYMMDD, WhereinYYYY, 
MM, and DD are numerical expressions of year, month, and 
day, respectively. 

30. The method of claim 26, Wherein the metadata includes 
at least one of title, synopsis, revieW, and cast for the sched 
uled multimedia program content. 

31. A method implemented by a client in a broadcasting 
system for managing metadata for multimedia program con 
tent scheduled for broadcast in the broadcasting system, the 
method comprising: 

receiving in the client from a provider in the broadcasting 
system an electronic document containing metadata 
related to the scheduled multimedia program content, 
Wherein the electronic document has a hierarchical 
structure based on a prescribed syntax and the hierarchi 
cal structure includes an upper fragment located above a 
loWer fragment Which is identi?ed by a fragment iden 
ti?cation; 

requesting an update for the previously received loWer 
fragment in the client; and 

in response to the request, receiving in the client an update 
document having a structure based on the prescribed 
syntax, the update document including the upper frag 
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ment and an invalid attribute specifying that the previ 
ously received loWer fragment is invalid. 

32. The method of claim 31, Wherein the update document 
includes information Which is invalid in the previously 
received loWer fragment. 

33. A method implemented by a provider in a broadcasting 
system for managing metadata for multimedia program con 
tent scheduled for broadcast in the broadcasting system, the 
method comprising: 

receiving by the provider from a client device in the broad 
casting system a request for updating a loWer fragment 
containing metadata related to the scheduled multime 
dia program content, the client device storing the loWer 
fragment in a previously received electronic document, 
Wherein the electronic document has a hierarchical 
structure based on a prescribed syntax and the hierarchi 
cal structure includes an upper fragment located above 
the loWer fragment Which is identi?ed by a fragment 
identi?cation; and 

in response to the request, sending from the provider to the 
client device an update document having a structure 
based on the prescribed syntax, the update document 
including the upper fragment and an invalid attribute 
specifying that the loWer fragment is invalid. 

34. The method of claim 33, Wherein the update document 
includes information Which is invalid in the previously 
received loWer fragment. 

* * * * * 


