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ELECTRICAL SUBSTATION MONITORING 
AND DIAGNOSTICS 

BACKGROUND 

The present application relates to the monitoring and diag 
nostics of assets used in electrical power distribution. It ?nds 
particular application to substation automation, distribution 
automation, feeder automation, and similar systems and to 
the monitoring and diagnosis of equipment relevant to the 
electrical substation and related environments. 

The electric utility industry operates under an asset inten 
sive, continuous production business model. Indeed, the gen 
eration, transmission and distribution of electricity typically 
requires a great deal of relatively high value, specialiZed 
equipment. While this equipment can be expensive to pur 
chase and maintain, its continued, reliable operation is vital to 
the uninterrupted supply of energy to home, industrial, com 
mercial and other consumers of electrical poWer. 

Substations, Which are an important component of the 
electrical poWer distribution system, typically contain or are 
otherWise dependent upon a number of critical assets. These 
assets include items such as transformers, circuit breakers, 
lEDs, substation batteries and battery chargers, capacitor 
banks, and underground cables, to name but a feW. Optimiz 
ing the maintenance, repair, and replacement of these and 
other assets can be a challenging task, particularly When 
vieWed in the larger context of system reliability. 
One trend has been the use of microprocessor based data 

gathering, control and protective relays Which are commonly 
referred to as intelligent electronic devices (lEDs). Depend 
ing on the function of a particular IED, lEDs typically alloW 
the con?gurable protection of assets, read detailed load and/ 
or speci?c asset data, and provide the ability to control the 
state of the poWer system over communication channels using 
a variety of protocols. The protective relays are commonly 
used to protect the assets from situations beyond the design 
limits of the asset Which may lead to damage of the asset due 
to a fault. In addition, these protective relays can be used to 
control poWer system equipment such as to locally or 
remotely trip or close circuit breakers, change tap positions 
on tap changers, operate capacitor banks, and the like. In 
addition to controlling the operation of a particular piece of 
equipment, lEDs typically provide outputs indicative of the 
status of the IED and its associated equipment. 
As Will be appreciated, hoWever, the various assets and 

related monitoring equipment can generate large volumes 
operational and non-operational data. Examples of opera 
tional data include information such as voltage, current, 
breaker status, and other information Which is used to monitor 
and control the operation of the sub station and other elements 
of the transmission and distribution system on a substantially 
real time basis. Example of non-operational data includes 
analytical data (e.g., digital fault records target records, load 
pro?les, poWer quality, sequence of events, and the like), 
equipment condition information (e.g., equipment tempera 
ture, dissolved gasses, operating and response times, and so 
on), and temperature, rainfall, and other ambient condition 
information. As Will be appreciated, both operational and 
non-operational data can have substantial value for monitor 
ing and analyZing the operation of a particular asset. 

Another trend has been the development substation auto 
mation (SA) systems. Beyond their speci?c roles, these sys 
tems serve as a collection point for information from the 
various lEDs, monitors, and other equipment associated With 6 
a substation. This information, Which is often stored on a 
computer server associated With the SA system, can be useful 
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2 
in understanding the operating status and history of the vari 
ous pieces of equipment associated With the substation. 
Unfortunately, hoWever, it can be dif?cult to organiZe and 
analyZe the large volumes of information from these disparate 
sources in a coordinated Way. 

Consequently, there remains room for improvement. More 
speci?cally, it remains desirable to use the information avail 
able from the SA system more effectively, especially in con 
nection With the maintenance, repair, or replacement of 
equipment relevant to the substation environment. 

SUMMARY 

Aspects of the present application address these matters, 
and others. 

According to one aspect, a computer readable storage 
medium containing instructions Which, When executed by a 
computer, cause the computer to carry out a method. The 
method includes using data from a database of an substation 
intelligence system to perform at least one of a substation 
monitoring and a substation diagnostic function and storing 
an output of the function in the database. 

According to another aspect, an apparatus includes an sub 
station intelligence system Which includes a ?eld device 
interface, a computer readable memory containing data 
indicative of a plurality of ?eld device, and a substation 
computer operatively connected to the ?eld device interface 
and the memory. The apparatus also includes a component 
Which uses data from the memory to perform at least one of a 
?rst diagnostic function and a ?rst monitoring function, 
Wherein the component generates data Which is stored in the 
computer readable memory as virtual device data. 

According to another aspect, a method includes obtaining 
data relevant to a ?eld device from a plurality of different data 
structures in a substation intelligence system database and 
storing the data in a single data structure in the substation 
intelligence system database. 

According to another aspect of the application, an appara 
tus includes means for receiving data from a plurality of 
electrical substation ?eld devices, means for storing the 
received data in a substation intelligence system database, 
means forusing data from the database to evaluate a condition 
of the substation, means for storing a result of the analysis in 
the database, and means for communicating information con 
tained in the database to at least one of a SCADA system or an 
enterprise computer system. 

Those skilled in the art Will appreciate still other aspects of 
the present application upon reading and understanding the 
attached ?gures and description. 

FIGURES 

The present application is illustrated by Way of example 
and not limitation in the ?gures of the accompanying draW 
ings, in Which like references indicate similar elements and in 
Which: 

FIG. 1 depicts components of an electrical poWer distribu 
tion system. 

FIG. 2 depicts a substation intelligence system. 
FIG. 3A depicts a data concentrator module and a moni 

toring and diagnostics module. 
FIG. 3B depicts a monitoring and diagnostics module. 
FIG. 4 depicts a substation automation system. 

FIG. 5 depicts a method of monitoring and diagnosis. 
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DESCRIPTION 

With reference to FIG. 1, a substation 100 includes a plu 
rality of ?eld devices 102, a substation intelligence system 
104, and a communication interface 106. The ?eld devices 
102 include equipment and other assets as are typically 
encountered in the sub station environment. Examples include 
devices located in or otherWise generally in the vicinity of a 
substation such as one or more oflEDs, digital fault recorders 
(DFRs), circuit breakers (CB), transformers (TX), feeders, 
distribution equipment, capacitor banks, other condition 
monitoring devices, and the like. 

The ?eld devices 102 are operatively connected to the 
substation intelligence system 104. Depending on the archi 
tecture of a given system, the intelligence system 104 may 
include one or more of a substation automation system, a 

feeder automation system, or a distribution automation sys 
tem. The substation intelligence system 104 includes a server 
or other computer 105, one or more data concentrator com 

ponents 103, one or more advanced monitoring and/ or diag 
nostic components 107, and an optional human machine 
interface (HMI) 109. As Will be described further beloW, the 
data concentrator components 107 compile data relevant to 
the condition of one or more ?eld devices 102 or other equip 
ment relevant to the substation, The monitoring and diagnos 
tic components 107 provide monitoring, diagnostic, and/or 
similar functionality. 
The communication interface 106 connects the substation 

intelligence system 104 to a Wide area netWork (WAN), the 
internet, or other communications netWork(s) 108. 
A supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) sys 

tem 110 connects to the communications network 108 via 
suitable communications interface(s) 112. The SCADA sys 
tem 110 is typically located remotely from the substation 100 
and provides supervisory control functions for a plurality of 
substations 100 and/or other components of the poWer gen 
eration and distribution system. 

The substation intelligence system 104 may also be con 
nected to one or more enterprise computer systems such as 
data Warehouses, data marts, planning systems, geographic 
information systems (GIS), or centraliZed maintenance man 
agement systems (CMMS) 114, Which are likeWise con 
nected to the communications netWork 108 through commu 
nication interfaces 116. 

FIG. 2 depicts the interaction betWeen the ?eld devices 102 
and the substation intelligence system 104 in greater detail. 
As Will be appreciated, the various ?eld devices 102 provide 
operational and non-operational data on equipment relevant 
to the substation environment. Examples of this data include 
analog data, digital data, load pro?le data, oscillographics, 
fault records, operations records, and con?guration and other 
settings. 
By Way of example, analog data may include, information 

such as current, voltage, poWer, reactive poWer (i.e. VARs), 
and poWer factor. Examples of digital data include logical 
inputs, logical outputs, digital inputs (e.g., circuit breaker or 
other equipment status), and digital outputs (e.g., trips and 
alarms). 
Load pro?le data may include information on load current 

and other values as a function of time. Examples of oscillo 
graphics include voltage and current Waveform samples, 
especially relating to fault conditions and other disturbances. 
Fault records typically include data relating to various faults, 
such as fault location, timestamp data, fault voltage, fault 
current, and the like. 

Operations records typically include information relating 
to equipment operation. This information may include, for 
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4 
example, the operations of circuit breakers or other equip 
ment, sequences of events surrounding a fault or disturbance, 
and the like. Settings typically include con?guration or other 
information relating to adjustable parameters of a ?eld device 
102. In the context of an IED, for example, such settings may 
include protection, con?guration, and reclosing settings. 
Of course, those of ordinary skill in the art Will appreciate 

that the foregoing are non-limiting examples of the ?eld 
devices 102 and signals typically available in the substation 
environment. Still other ?eld devices 102, types of signals, 
and signals may be encountered depending on the con?gura 
tion of a particular substation 100. 

An input/output (l/O) subsystem 204 provides the neces 
sary drivers and other interface functionality needed to trans 
fer information to and from the various ?eld devices 102. The 
U0 subsystem 204 is operatively connected to an automation 
system kernel 206, Which is typically resident on the server 
105. Among other functions, the kernel 206 manages the 
storage of I/O and other substation-related information in one 
or more databases 208 Which are maintained in computer 
readable memory accessible to the server 105 or otherWise 
associated With the substation intelligence system 104. In 
addition, the kernel 206 initiates the modules 107 upon rec 
ogniZing a speci?c trigger leading to the creation of advanced 
information or otherWise polls the modules as desired. 

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the database 208 includes a real 
time database (RTDB) 2081, a historical database 2082, a 
messaging database 2083, an alarm handling database 2084, 
and a static database 2085. The real time database 2081 
includes real or substantially real time information relating to 
the status of the substation 100 and the relevant ?eld devices 
102. The historical database 2082 contains information hav 
ing less temporal recency such as historical or archival infor 
mation, While the messaging database 2083 contains informa 
tion indicative of inter-task communications data exchange 
betWeen tasks sharing or needing data and other messages 
relevant to the automation system. The alarm handling data 
base 2084 contains information relating to various alarms and 
other fault conditions. The static database 2085 contains sub 
stantially time invariant information such as the netWork 
model (e.g., netWork topology, line impedance loads, and like 
information), equipment design and con?guration informa 
tion and the like. 

Still additional or different databases may also be provided 
depending on application speci?c requirements. While the 
foregoing is illustrative of one possible database 208 struc 
ture, other structures are contemplated. For example, one or 
more of the databases 208” may be consolidated in a single 
database, further subdivided, or otherWise differently orga 
niZed. 

To gain ef?ciencies, the internal softWare design is typi 
cally client/ server based. An internal task needing or request 
ing data from another task is ordinarily referred to as a client. 
An task providing data is referred to as a server. As can be 
appreciated, some tasks are pure clients and some are pure 
servers. Also, some tasks perform both client and server func 
tions. The clients are typically driven by either a timer (timed 
polling) or trigger based (interrupting mechanism). Client/ 
server softWare modules 210 residing on the server 105 pro 
vide desired functionality. Thus for example, a client module 
210 may from time-to-time poll a particular ?eld device 102 
to obtain information relating to its status, With the data being 
stored at an appropriate location in the database 208. As 
another example, another client module may generate an 
alarm or fault log, With the resulting information again stored 
at an appropriate location in the database 208. As the opera 
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tion of the substation is a continuous process, it Will be appre 
ciated that many of the client modules operate on a real or 
substantially real time basis. 

With continuing reference to FIG. 2, one or more data 
concentrator components 103 collect data relevant to the 
diagnosis and/ or monitoring of various ?eld devices 102. As 
noted above, the ?eld devices 102 tend to generate large 
volumes of data. Unfortunately, this information tends to be 
organiZed in multiple, non-integrated data sets Which are 
dif?cult to analyZe in any coordinated Way. 
Viewed from one perspective, the data concentrator com 

ponents may be vieWed as virtual instruments Which occupy 
a position in the system architecture Which generally parallels 
that of the client modules 210. The data concentrator compo 
nents 103 collect data relevant to the monitoring and/ or diag 
nosis of a particular ?eld device 102 from the various dispar 
ate data sets. Depending on the structure of a given 
automation system the data may be obtained from a number 
of sources, for example from the one or more of the databases 
208, one or more ?eld devices 102, the SCADA system 110, 
or data input by a human via the HMI 109 or otherWise. The 
data concentrator component 103 uses the collected informa 
tion to generate a ?eld device-centric data structure for stor 
age in the database 208 or other suitable computer readable 
memory. 

With still further reference to FIG. 2, one or more moni 
toring and diagnostic components 107 provide advanced 
diagnostic and/or monitoring functionality. The monitoring 
and diagnostic components 107 may likeWise be vieWed as 
virtual instruments Which occupy a position in the system 
architecture Which generally parallels that of the client mod 
ules 210 and the data concentrator modules 103. Again 
depending on the functionality of a particular component 107, 
one or more outputs of a component 107 may be provided to 
the substation intelligence system 104, for example by storing 
the output(s) at an appropriate location in the database 208. 

The HMI 109, Which may be implemented in a softWare 
layer or otherWise in softWare Which is distinct from that of 
the various components 103, 107 or modules 210, provide 
desired operator interface functionality, for example to alloW 
a user to interact With the client modules 210, the data con 
centrator components 103, the monitoring and diagnostic 
components 107, the database 208, or other components of 
the substation intelligence system 104. In one implementa 
tion, the HMI 109 is implemented as softWare or other com 
puter readable instructions Which implement a graphical user 
interface (GUI) on a suitable computer. User interfaces 
implemented in connection With the SCADA system 110 or 
the enterprise system 114, if any, may also alloW a user to 
mine the data from one or more sources or otherWise provide 
desired HMI functionality. 

The various components of the system communicate over 
a softWare bus 218. Though omitted from FIG. 2 for clarity of 
illustration, suitable drivers or other adapters may be pro 
vided to ensure communications compatibility betWeen sys 
tem components Which implement differing communications 
protocols. While the components 103, 107 may be imple 
mented as softWare programs or modules Which are stored in 
a computer readable memory accessible to and executed by 
the server 105, the components 103, 107 may be executed by 
one or more additional computers or processors Which access 

the softWare bus 218 and/or the database 208 via a suitable 
interface. Note also that some or all of the functionality may 
be implemented in hardWare. 
A functional block diagram of an exemplary data concen 

trator component 103 and monitoring and diagnostic compo 
nent 107 is shoWn in FIG. 3A. As illustrated, the data con 
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6 
centrator component 103 includes a data concentrator 352 
Which obtains input data 304 relevant to one or more ?eld 
devices 102 and generates an output data structure 353. To 
further facilitate the organiZation of data from multiple 
sources, the data concentrator may also perform a data nor 
maliZation function, for example so that the data structure 
conforms to that of the substation intelligence system 104 or 
to another proprietary or non-proprietary data structure. The 
data concentrator component 103 also includes one or more 
tunable parameters 354 Which identify the relevant ?eld 
device(s) 102, their number and location of the input data 
sources and the required output data, the times or circum 
stances under Which data should be obtained, or other relevant 
information. Depending on the implementation, the tunable 
parameters 354 may be established in connection With the 
design of the data concentrator component 103, by the user 
via the HMI 109, adaptively by the data concentrator compo 
nent 103 or the substation intelligence system 104 based on 
operational experience, or otherWise. 
The input data 304, Which is typically obtained from the 

database 208, may include data generated by one or more of 
the other data concentrator components 103, monitoring and 
diagnostic components 107, client modules 210, or other 
sources. Exemplary input data includes as operational data 
310, analytical, equipment condition, ambient condition, and 
other non-operational data 312, historical data 314, alarm 
data 316, static data 318, and other data 320, With the number 
and type of inputs varying based on the function of a particu 
lar concentrator component 103 . As Will be appreciated, some 
or all of the input data may be located in disparate structures 
in different of the databases 2081_5. 

In this regard, it should be noted that the data 304 may 
include data from other ?eld device(s) 102 Which bear on the 
operation of the particular ?eld device 102. Moreover, the 
input data 304 may include data generated by one or more 
other data concentrator components 103, monitoring and 
diagnostic components 107, or client components 210. 
As illustrated, the output data structure 353 is organiZed by 

?eld device 102. Thus, for a particular ?eld device, the data 
structure may include one or more of operational data, non 
operational data, historical data, alarm data, static data, and 
other data. The data structure 353 may also include pointers to 
the relevant data. As illustrated in FIG. 3A, the data structure 
353 generated by a particular concentrator module 103 may 
also contain data indicative of a plurality of ?eld devices 102. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3A, the component 107 includes an 

analysis engine 302 Which analyZes input data 304 and gen 
erates output data 308. The analysis engine 302, Which is 
advantageously implemented using one or more softWare or 
?rmWare routines, applies a desired analysis and/ or monitor 
ing algorithm to the input data 3 04 to generate desired module 
output data 308. Various analysis algorithms are contem 
plated. For example, the engine 302 may implement one or 
more of rule based, neural netWork, expert system, analytical, 
heuristic, or other suitable algorithms. 
One or more tunable parameters 306 may also be provided, 

for example to tune the performance of the analysis engine 
302, de?ne the number and source of the inputs 304 and/or 
outputs 308, and the like. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3A, the desired input data is obtained 

from the data structure 353. In this regard, it should also be 
noted that the input data may be obtained from more than one 
data structures. 
The output data 308 may include one or more of predictive 

maintenance data 322, incipient fault data 324, state of health 
data 326, alarm data 328, fault diagnosis and/ or analysis data 
330, reliability calculations 332, or other data 334. Again by 
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Way of example, predictive maintenance information 322 
may include a suggestion to perform periodic maintenance of 
a particular ?eld device 102 based on actual operating expe 
rience. In the case of a feeder cable, for example, incipient 
fault data 324 may include information relating to an emerg 
ing or predicted fault condition. State of health information 
326 for a battery, for example, may include state of charge or 
similar information. Alarms 328 may include not only alarms 
related to data from a single ?eld device 102, but also to 
alarms generated from information from disparate sources 
Which might bear on the device 102. Fault diagnosis and 
analysis information 330 may be used to provide information 
on a particular fault, for example a location or root cause of a 
fault. Reliability calculations for a feeder, for example, may 
include information such as SAIDI, SAIFI, CAIDI, and 
MAIFI. Note also that the output data 308 may be used as 
inputs 304 to one or more data concentrator components 103 
or still other components 107. The output data may also be 
provided to the data structure 353. 

Those of ordinary skill in the art Will appreciate that the 
foregoing are merely examples of possible inputs 304 and 
outputs 308, and that, depending on its functionality, a par 
ticular component 103, 107 may operate on a subset of such 
inputs 304 and outputs 308. It Will also be appreciated that the 
components 103, 107 may be used in connection With a 
variety of functions, including but not limited to battery moni 
toring, IED-based monitoring, circuit breaker diagnosis, and 
transformer gas diagnosis. Examples of IED-based monitor 
ing include cable system diagnostics, distribution fault loca 
tions, reliability indices, feeder voltage/VAR monitoring, and 
unbalanced capacitor sWitching. 

Turning noW to FIG. 3B, a monitoring and diagnostic com 
ponent 107 may obtain data directly from the appropriate 
source. In such an implementation, the data concentrator 103 
may be omitted. The data concentration, monitoring, and/or 
diagnostic functionality may be combined in a single com 
ponent so that a given component generate both raW and 
analyZed data. Where monitoring or diagnostic functionality 
is not required, the component 107 may also be omitted. 

Turning noW to FIG. 4, a substation architecture Which 
includes separate substation 402 and monitoring and/or diag 
nostic 403 softWare platforms is shoWn. As illustrated, the 
substation softWare platform 402 includes a softWare bus 218, 
one or more ?eld-side drivers 4041, 4042, . . . 404”, one or 

more client-side drivers 4061, 4062, . . . 406”, and a Web 

interface 408. The ?eld side drivers 404 provide necessary 
interface functionality for communicating With various ?eld 
devices 102 such as remote termination units (RTUs) or IEDs. 
The client-side drivers 406 provide necessary interface func 
tionality for communicating With devices such as the SCADA 
system 110, one more HMIs 109, and the database. In the case 
of a Web based HMI 410, a Web interface 408 provides the 
necessary interface functionality. The diagnostic softWare 
platform 403 includes one or more monitoring and/or diag 
nostic softWare components 107, and one or more drivers 412 
Which provide necessary protocol conversion for functional 
ity for communicating With the database 208. One or more 
data concentrator modules 103 may also reside on the soft 
Ware platform 403. 

In one implementation, the softWare platform resides on 
the substation server 105, While the diagnostic softWare plat 
form 403 resides on a separate computer or processor located 
at the substation 100 and Which communications With the 
substation server over a local area netWork (LAN) or other 
communication interface. Note that the processor may also 
access the softWare bus 218 or the ?eld devices 102 directly 
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8 
through suitable drivers. Requisite hardWare drivers are omit 
ted from FIG. 4 for clarity of illustration. 

Variations are contemplated. For example, and depending 
on the architecture of and nomenclature used to describe a 
particular substation intelligence system 104, the substation 
intelligence system 104 may include one or more such sys 
tems. In one such implementation, the substation intelligence 
system 104 is organiZed along functional lines. Thus, for 
example, a given substation intelligence system 104 may 
include one or more of a feeder automation system, a distri 

bution automation system, or other automation systems. In 
this regard, it should also be noted that the substation intelli 
gence system 104 may be con?gured to automate only a 
portion of the equipment relevant to the substation environ 
ment, for example to provide only transformer or circuit 
breaker automation, a feeder automation, distribution auto 
mation, or other desired equipment automation. In still other 
implementations, the substation intelligence system 104 may 
be partitioned according to location, number or criticality of 
the data points or equipment, or other relevant factors. 
Some or all of the database 208 may be located remote 

from the substation 100. The database 208 may also be rep 
licated at a remote location. Moreover, the data from tWo or 
more substation intelligence systems 104 may also be con 
solidated or otherWise stored in a data storage system such as 
a data Warehouse or data mart. In such implementations, the 
modules 107 are advantageously executed using a server or 
other computer 105 Which has access to the required data. In 
this regard, it should be noted that some or all of the substation 
intelligence system 104 functionality may be located remote 
from the substation 100. Note that the monitoring and/or 
diagnostic software platform 403 may also execute on com 
puter or other processor Which is located remote from the 
substation 100. 

In still another variation, the data concentrator components 
107 are located at the substation or other ?eld location, With 
the advanced monitoring and diagnostic components are 
located at a remote location, such as an of?ce or other ?eld 
location. According to such an implementation, the relevant 
data structures 353 are transferred to the remote location over 
a suitable communication interface. A particular advantage of 
such an arrangement is that the data structures 353 are typi 
cally only a subset of the larger database 208, thereby reduc 
ing the required communications bandWidth. 

Operation Will be described in relation to FIG. 5. 
Substation data is obtained at step 502. As discussed above, 

the substation intelligence system 104 periodically polls or 
otherWise from time to time receives data indicative of the 
substation 100 and the relevant ?eld devices 102. The relevant 
data is stored in the database 208. 
At step 504, the substation data is used to perform the 

desired monitoring and/or diagnostic functions, for example 
by executing one or more of the diagnostic components 107. 
Where the substation data is stored in the database 208, the 
data concentrator module(s) 103 and/or the monitoring and 
diagnostic module(s) 107 retrieve the information therefrom. 
Alternately, the modules may obtain the data directly from the 
relevant ?eld devices 102. Note that one or more client mod 
ules 210 may also be executed. 
At step 506, the relevant output(s) are saved to the database 

208, ordinarily in connection With the execution of each of the 
various modules. 

At step 508, the process is repeated as desired. 
The substation data is accessed at step 510. For example, a 

user may elect to access the data via a local HMI 109, a remote 
HMI, an HMI associated With the SCADA system 110, enter 
prise system 114, or otherWise. The substation data may also 
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be accessed from time to time by the SCADA system 110, the 
enterprise system 114, or other computer. Where the outputs 
of the various components 103, 107 are stored in the database 
208 in a manner similar to the data from the ?eld devices 102 
or the client modules 210, the components 103, 107 can be 
treated as virtual devices, and the data accessed accordingly. 
A particular advantage of such an arrangement is that an 
existing data and HMI structures may be leveraged, if desired, 
thus obviating the need for creating and/or maintaining struc 
tures parallel to those Which may already exist in the context 
of a particular substation intelligence system 104. Note that 
the data may be accessed temporally in parallel With steps 
502, 504, and 506. 
Of course, modi?cations and alterations Will occur to oth 

ers upon reading and understanding the preceding descrip 
tion. It is intended that the invention be construed as including 
all such modi?cations and alterations insofar as they come 
Within the scope of the appended claims or the equivalents 
thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A tangible computer readable storage medium contain 

ing instructions Which, When executed by a computer, cause 
the computer to carry out a method comprising: 

retrieving data relevant to a ?rst ?eld device from a plural 
ity of different databases in a substation intelligence 
system database system; 

storing the retrieved data relevant to the ?rst ?eld device in 
a single data structure in the substation intelligence sys 
tem database system; 

retrieving data relevant to a second ?eld device from the 
different databases in the substation intelligence system 
database system; and 

storing the retrieved data relevant to the second ?eld device 
in the data structure; and 

Wherein the retrieved data relevant to the ?rst ?eld device is 
stored in a ?rst data unit Within the data structure and the 
retrieved data relevant to the second ?eld device is stored 
in a second data unit Within the data structure. 

2. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 
Wherein the method further comprises communicating infor 
mation from the database system to a human machine inter 
face over a communications network. 

3. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1, 
Wherein the retrieved data relevant to the ?rst and second ?eld 
devices includes real time data. 

4. The computer readable storage medium of claim 3 
Wherein the retrieved data relevant to the ?rst and second ?eld 
devices includes non operational data relating to a condition 
of one of the ?rst and second ?eld devices. 

5. The computer readable storage medium of claim 3 
Wherein the retrieved data relevant to the ?rst and second ?eld 
devices includes at least one of historical data and alarm data. 
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6. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 

Wherein the one or more analysis functions includes a ?eld 
device predicative maintenance identi?cation function. 

7. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 
Wherein the one or more analysis functions includes a ?eld 
device incipient fault identi?cation function. 

8. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 
Wherein the one or more analysis functions includes a ?eld 
device reliability index calculation function. 

9. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 
Wherein the one or more analysis functions includes a fault 
diagnosis function. 

10. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 
Wherein the ?rst and second ?eld devices include at least one 
of an IED, a transformer, a circuit breaker, a feeder cable, and 
a capacitor bank. 

11. The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 
Wherein the computer readable storage medium is part of a 
substation intelligence system that includes one or more of a 
substation automation system, a distribution automation sys 
tem, and a feeder automation system. 

12. A method comprising: 
retrieving data relevant to a ?rst ?eld device from a plural 

ity of different databases in a substation intelligence 
system database system; 

storing the retrieved data relevant to the ?rst ?eld device in 
a single data structure in the substation intelligence sys 
tem database system; 

retrieving data relevant to a second ?eld device from the 
different databases in the substation intelligence system 
database system; and 

storing the retrieved data relevant to the second ?eld device 
in the data structure; and 

Wherein the retrieved data relevant to the ?rst ?eld device is 
stored in a ?rst data unit Within the data structure and the 
retrieved data relevant to the second ?eld device is stored 
in a second data unit Within the data structure. 

13. The method of claim 12 further comprising performing 
at least one of a substation monitoring function and a substa 
tion diagnostic function using the stored data. 

14. The method of claim 13 Wherein the performance of the 
at least one function occurs at a remote location, and Wherein 
the method further comprises transferring the stored data to 
the remote location over a Wide area netWork. 

15. The method of claim 12 Wherein the data structure 
includes operational and non-operational data. 

16. The method of claim 12 Wherein storing includes stor 
ing the data structure in a computer readable memory located 
at the substation. 


