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SYSTEM AND METHOD SUPPLY CHAIN 
DEMAND SATISFACTION 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention is in the ?eld of computer systems for busi 

ness management and more speci?cally in the ?eld of supply 
chain management. 

2. Prior Art 
Supply chain management, Whether for production, con 

sumption, or sales, can be an important aspect of business 
processes. The use of just-in-time inventory and other cost 
control systems have lead to the development of specialized 
softWare for supply chain management. Some software sys 
tems include mathematical approaches, such as stochastic 
optimization, designed to maximize business objectives. 
Other softWare systems include rule-based systems to plan 
resolution of demands for supply. One goal of these systems 
is often to devise a feasible plan for satisfying expected 
demands. HoWever, existing systems have not kept pace With 
a desire for more sophisticated decision making tools. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention includes systems and methods of 
supply chain planning. Demand requirements are modeled 
using an item relationship structure having both breadth and 
depth. The breadth of a level is determined by a number of 
items that are assigned a level code associated With that level. 
The depth is determined by a number of levels used to repre 
sent components (e.g., individual sub-items or subassem 
blies) Within the structure. Using a solution system that 
includes both depth and breadth searches a variety of advan 
tages are achieved over the prior art. For example, in various 
embodiments some depth and breadth searches are con?g 
ured to have different goals and/or restraints. In some 
embodiments a recursive approach is used to search through 
various levels. 

Various embodiments of the invention include a method of 
satisfying a demand, the method comprising collecting 
demands for one or more items, the one or more items having 

the same level code, and for each of the collected demands, 
determining a ?rst demand shortage quantity, looking for 
available unpegged supply responsive to the ?rst demand 
shortage quantity, determining a second demand shortage 
quantity, and creating supply, the creation of supply being 
responsive to the second demand shortage quantity and the 
creation of supply including satisfying a dependent demand 
at a higher level code. 

Various embodiments of the invention include a method of 
solving a demand, the method comprising collecting a plu 
rality of ?rst demands for items, the ?rst demands being 
associated With items having a zero level code, generating 
dependent demands con?gured for generating supply respon 
sive to a shortage quantity, the dependent demands being 
associated With items having a level code greater than zero, 
and satisfying the dependent demands during satisfaction of 
the ?rst demands. 

Various embodiments of the invention include a method of 
solving a demand, the method comprising collecting a ?rst 
demand for an item, the ?rst demand having a level code, 
generating a dependent demand con?gured for generating 
supply responsive to a shortage quantity of the ?rst demand, 
the dependent demand having a different level code than the 
?rst demand, and satisfying the dependent demand, the sat 
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2 
isfaction being responsive to a comparison betWeen priorities 
of the dependent demand and the ?rst demand. 

Various embodiments of the invention include a computing 
system for determining a feasible supply plan, the system 
including a data storage, the data storage being con?gured to 
store a plurality of item de?nitions, a plurality of demand 
data, and a plurality of supply data, the plurality of item 
de?nitions including component data con?gured for the gen 
eration of dependent demands, the generation occurring dur 
ing satisfaction of demands for items de?ned by the item 
de?nitions, and a processor con?gured to access the data 
storage. 

Various embodiments of the invention include a computer 
readable medium having embodied thereon data, the data 
comprising computer code con?gured for collecting 
demands for one or more items, the one or more items having 
the same level code, and for each of the collected demands, 
selecting the demand, determining a ?rst demand shortage 
quantity, looking for available unpegged supplies responsive 
to the ?rst demand shortage quantity, determining a second 
demand shortage quantity, and creating supply, the creation 
of supply being responsive to the second demand shortage 
quantity and the creation of supply including satisfying a 
dependent demand at a higher level code. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIOUS VIEWS 
OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a plan solving system 
according to various embodiments of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a How diagram illustrating a feasible plan search 
according to various embodiments of the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a How diagram illustrating a method of solving 
one or more demands according to various embodiments of 

the invention; 
FIG. 4 is a How diagram illustrating a method of generating 

a supply for an item of interest according to various embodi 
ments of the invention; and 

FIG. 5 is a How diagram illustrating a method of reallocat 
ing supplies according to various embodiments of the inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention includes systems and methods for 
determining feasible plans for the allocation of supplies and 
the satisfaction of demand requirements. In typical embodi 
ments, searches for feasible plans include both depth and 
breadth searches and solutions. Different phases of a search 
are optionally responsive to rule based and/or mathematical 
optimization algorithms. For example, demand requirements 
for a sub-assembly may be solvedusing a rule based approach 
While optimum allocation of a limited resource may be solved 
using a linear optimization routine. 

Feasible plans are determined using data representing rela 
tionships betWeen items for Which there may be a demand, 
and components of those items. For example, in one embodi 
ment, this data includes a bill of materials specifying all of the 
components required to supply a computer. Each component, 
such as a keyboard or display, is optionally characterized by 
further data specifying all of the subcomponents required to 
supply that component. Using this approach, many levels of 
components and subcomponents can be de?ned. Generally, 
each item is assigned a “level code” indicating the level of 
components to Which the item belongs. Typically, the top 
level is associated With the ?nal “complete” item and is 



US 7,552,067 B2 
3 

assigned the lowest level code (Zero). Higher level codes are 
assigned to items Within each level of components. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a Plan Solving Sys 
tem, generally designated 100, according to various embodi 
ments of the invention. Plan Solving System 100 includes a 
Computing System 110 and an optional Client 120. Client 
120 is a computing device, terminal or other access system, 
and is optionally connected to Computing System 110 
through a computer netWork such as a local area network, the 
Internet or the like. Computing System 110 is a single com 
puting device or a set of devices such as a distributed com 
puting system. In a typical embodiment Computing System 
110 includes a Data Storage 130, a Processor 140, and an 
optional Interface 150. 

Processor 140 is typically a data processor, integrated cir 
cuit or similar device con?gured to execute methods of the 
invention and to manage access to Data Storage 130. Interface 
150 is con?gured for communication With Client 120 or other 
computing devices. 

Data Storage 130 is con?gured to store data used in deter 
mining a feasible plan. These data include Item De?nition 
Data 160, Supply Data 170, and Demand Data 180. Item 
De?nition Data 160 includes information about an item for 
Which there may be a demand. This information typically 
includes an item identi?er, possible sources for the item, Ways 
in Which supply of the item may be generated, cost of the 
item, or the like. In some cases, sources for an item include 
both vendors Who may supply the item and means of produc 
ing the item. For example, in some embodiments, Item De? 
nition Data 160 includes a computer item and components of 
the computer item such as a DVD-ROM drive and a display. 
In these embodiments each component is also an item char 
acteriZed by Item De?nition Data 160. Therefore, Item De? 
nition Data 160 may further include a source for purchasing 
the DVD-ROM drive and a list of items required to assemble 
the display. In this example, the computer may be assigned a 
level code of Zero and the DVD-ROM drive and display may 
be assigned a level code of one. Typically, Item De?nition 
Data 160 Will include further components at higher level 
codes, as required to solve demands. 

Supply Data 170 includes information about the supply of 
items de?ned in Item De?nition Data 160. For example, in 
various embodiments, Supply Data 170 includes the quanti 
ties of items stored at various locations, the lead times 
required to obtain an item from various sources, historic 
demand for items, quantities of items already pegged (allo 
cated) to meet demands, amount of an item scheduled to 
become available, or the like. 
Demand Data 180 includes expected future demand for an 

item, satis?ed demand, total current demand, demand not yet 
satis?ed, or the like. Demands are optionally associated With 
a user de?ned time frame. Examples of demands include 
custom orders, quoted orders, component (dependent) 
demand, transferred demand, projected demand, and the like. 

FIG. 2 is a How diagram illustrating a feasible plan search 
according to various embodiments of the invention. One use 
of the feasible plan search is to identify a resource allocation 
plan that satis?es current and/or expected demands. The 
search includes resolving demand of items at a given level 
code. When satisfaction of demand for a particular item 
includes generation of that item, the search for a feasible plan 
optionally includes satisfaction of demands for components 
of that particular item. Thus, in some embodiments a search 
can include breadth across items of a particular code level and 
also depth through various levels of an item’s components. 

In a Determine Level Codes Step 210 a range of level codes 
included in Item De?nition 160 is determined. This range 
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4 
begins at level code Zero and includes the maximum level 
code that could be used to resolve demand for items of inter 
est. The maximum level code used in a search is optionally a 
user settable value. Steps 220 through 240 (discussed further 
beloW) are repeated for each level code value in this range, 
starting at level code Zero and proceeding through the maxi 
mum level code. 

In a Collect Demands Step 220, demands for items With the 
current level code (n) are collected. In Collect Demands Step 
220, these demands are optionally sorted by start time or other 
factors determining demand priority. For example, in one 
embodiment level code Zero includes demands for custom 
computers ordered by customers. In the ?rst execution of 
Collect Demands Step 220 level code Zero demands are col 
lected. In some embodiments, the collected demands are 
sorted by an expected shipping date, priority, predictability, 
or the like. 

In a Solve Demand Step 230, the demands collected and 
optionally sorted in Collect Demands Step 220 are satis?ed, if 
possible. In satisfying the demand for a particular item, Solve 
Demand Step 230 optionally includes satisfying demands for 
components of that particular item, as explained more fully 
herein. Thus, during the process of satisfying demands at the 
current level code n, some demands, at level codes greater 
than n, are also resolved, if possible. In some embodiments, 
this depth-breath approach to demand satisfaction alloWs 
identi?cation of feasible plans including consideration of 
items at multiple level codes. This consideration optionally 
includes varying priorities and/or optimiZation models. For 
example, in an embodiment Wherein instances of the same 
item, say a resister, are found in level code tWo and level code 
three, demand for each instance may be resolved in Solve 
Demand Step 230. If the instance of the resister at level code 
three is part of a subassembly having greater priority than the 
instance of the resister at level tWo, then the instance at level 
three may be given preference in searching for a feasible plan. 
Priority is determined, for example, by a user or by inherit 
ance of priority from related demands at loWer level codes. 
For example, in some embodiments, a priority of a demand 
for an item is used to determine a priority of a demand for a 
component of that item. Further details of Solve Demand Step 
230 are illustrated herein. 
A Query Step 240 is used to determine if Solve Demand 

Step 230 has been executed for all demands at the current 
level code n. If not, then the method returns to execute Solve 
Demand Step 230 to attempt to satisfy the next demand in the 
sorted order. If Solve Demand Step 230 has been executed for 
all demands at the current level code n then a Query Step 250 
is used to determine if Solve Demand Step 230 has been 
executed for all demands at all levels. If not, then the current 
level code n is incremented and the method returns to Collect 
Demands Step 220. If Solve Demand Step 230 has been 
executed for all demands at all levels, then a Report Step 260 
is optionally performed. If a feasible plan has been found, 
then in Report Step 260 this plan is optionally reported to a 
user. Alternatively, if a feasible plan has not been found then 
Report Step 260 includes reporting any unresolved demands 
to the user. 

FIG. 3 is a How diagram illustrating a method of solving 
one or more demands according to various embodiments of 
the invention. This method is included in some embodiments 
of Solve Demand Step 230 (FIG. 2). In a Select Demand Step 
310, a demand is retrieved from Demand Data 180. The 
retrieved data includes information about the item in demand, 
a quantity of the demand, a quantity of the demand already 
satis?ed by allocation of supply, demand priority, or the like. 
In a Calculate Shortage Step 315, the quantity of the demand 
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and the quantity of the demand already satis?ed are used to 
calculate a shortage quantity. In a Query Step 320 the short 
age quantity is examined. If the shortage quantity is Zero (or 
less) then there is no need to further peg supply to the demand 
retrieved in Select Demand Step 310. The method then 
returns to the step, such as Solve Demand Step 230, that 
initiated the process of FIG. 3. If the shortage quantity, as 
determined in Query Step 320, is greater than Zero, then the 
method proceeds to an optional Search for Supply Step 325. 

In Search for Supply Step 325, Supply Data 170 is exam 
ined for unpegged supplies that can be used to satisfy the 
demand. In some embodiments, the search for unpegged sup 
plies includes consideration of proximity to a location of the 
demand. For example, in one embodiment the closest supply 
is considered ?rst. In other embodiments factors such as 
supply cost, supply reliability, or the like, are considered. 
Typically, for a supply to be pegged, (e.g., allocated to satisfy 
a demand), the availability of the supply must be on or before 
any demand requirement date. Any found supply is pegged to 
the demand until the demand is satis?ed. Unpegged supplies 
optionally include those that are available to be purchased 
from a supplier. Supply available from a supplier can become 
pegged once ordered and associated With a delivery date. The 
shortage quantity is adjusted by any supply pegged in Search 
for Supply Step 325. 

In a Query Step 330, the shortage quantity is again exam 
ined. If the shortage quantity is Zero then there is no need to 
further resolve the demand retrieved in Select Demands Step 
310. The method then returns to the step that initiated the 
process of FIG. 3. If the shortage quantity, as determined in 
Query Step 330, is greater than Zero, then the method pro 
ceeds to an optional Search for Substitutes Step 335. 

In Search for Substitutes Step 335, Supply Data 170 is 
examined for unpegged alternative supplies that can be used 
to satisfy the demand. Acceptable alternatives to a particular 
item are optionally included in Item De?nition 160. As in 
Search for Supply Step 325, found supply is used to satisfy 
the demand, and as in Query Step 330, a Query Step 340 is 
used to determine if the demand is completely satis?ed. If the 
shortage is still greater than Zero then the method proceeds to 
an optional Create Supply Step 345. 

In Create Supply Step 345, the creation of additional sup 
ply, using items at higher level codes, is considered in the 
search for a feasible plan. In some embodiments, Create 
Supply Step 345 includes a recursive execution of the method 
illustrated in FIG. 3. The execution is recursive in that execu 
tion of the method includes a call to itself. For example, as 
discussed further herein, execution of Create Supply Step 345 
can include a step, similar to Solve Demand Step 230 that, in 
turn, includes another execution of Create Supply Step 345. 
Further details of Create Supply Step 345 are illustrated in 
FIG. 4. A Query Step 350 is used to determine if enough 
supply has been created in Create Supply Step 345 for the 
shortage to be Zero. If so, then the method returns to the step 
that initiated the process of FIG. 3. If not then the method 
proceeds to an optional Reallocate Step 355. 

In Reallocate Step 355, previously pegged supply is 
optionally reallocated to solve the current demand (e.g., the 
demand retrieved in Select Demand Step 310). In various 
embodiments, Reallocate Step 335 is responsive to a set of 
rules and/or a mathematical optimiZation routine. Further 
details of Reallocate Step 355 are illustrated in FIG. 5. 

FIG. 4 is a How diagram illustrating a method of generating 
a supply for an item of interest according to various embodi 
ments of the invention. This method is included in some 
embodiments of Create Supply Step 345 and is con?gured to 
create supply using a depth search for required components. 
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6 
In a Compare Level Step 410 the level code of the item of 
interest is compared With a maximum search depth. The 
maximum search depth is optionally set using the maximum 
level code determined in Determine Level Codes Step 210 
(FIG. 2). If the level code of the required item is equal to the 
maximum search depth, then the method returns to the step 
that initiated the process of FIG. 4. Typically this step Will be 
Create Supply Step 345 (FIG. 3). If the current search depth is 
less than the maximum search depth then the current search 
depth is incremented in an Increment Search Depth Step 420. 

In an Examine Source Options Step 430, possible sources 
for each item required to generate the item of interest are 
considered. In various embodiments, these required items 
include materials, time, labor, or the like. The required items 
are determined using data, such as bill of materials data, 
supplier data, etcetera, included in Item De?nition 160 (FIG. 
1). The possible sources include, for example, suppliers from 
Which an item can be purchased, alternative items, creation of 
supply, reallocation of supply, transfer of supply, or the like. 

In a Generate Dependent Demand Step 440, a dependent 
demand is generated for each item required to create the item 
of interest. When all of these dependent demands are satis 
?ed, neW supply for the item of interest is made available. The 
generated demands are optionally assigned a priority to 
re?ect an importance of their being satis?ed. In addition, each 
of the generated demands can be associated With a different 
approach to satisfaction responsive to the possible sources 
considered in Examine Source Options Step 430. For 
example, a demand may require that supply only be obtained 
from a speci?c source. A demand may require that supply be 
selected using a mathematical optimiZation routine. A 
demand may require that supply be created. 

In a Solve Demand Step 450 an attempt is made to resolve 
one of the demands created in Generate Dependent Demand 
Step 440. In a typical embodiment, Solve Demand Step 450 
includes the methods illustrated in FIG. 3. The steps illus 
trated in FIG. 3 are performed responsive to the sources 
considered in Examine Source Options Step 430. For 
example, if substitutes are not a possible source of supply, as 
determined in Examine Source Options Step 430, then Search 
for Substitutes Step 335 and Query Step 340 are skipped. In 
other examples, if supply can only be created, then Steps 325 
through 340 are skipped, or if supply can only be purchased 
then Steps 335 through 350 are skipped. In alternative 
embodiments, or for speci?c demands, Solve Demand Step 
450 includes use of other supply management systems, use of 
required supply sources, or the like. 
A Query Step 460 is used to determine if Solve Demand 

Step 450 has been executed for all of the demands generated 
in Generate Dependent Demand Step 440. If not, then the 
method returns to Solve Demand Step 450 for an attempt to 
satisfy another of the demands. If so, then the method returns 
to the process that initiated the method of FIG. 4. 

FIG. 5 is a How diagram illustrating a method of reallocat 
ing supplies according to various embodiments of the inven 
tion. This method is included in some embodiments of Real 
locate Step 355 (FIG. 3). Reallocation of supplies includes 
identifying supply that has already been pegged to satisfy a 
demand and reallocating this supply to satisfy a different 
demand (the current demand). In a Retrieve Candidates Step 
510, a list of candidate supplies for reallocation is generated 
using Supply Data 170 (FIG. 1). In various embodiments, this 
list includes supplies pegged to satisfy loWer priority 
demands and is optionally ordered by availability date, prox 
imity and/ or quantity. In some embodiments, candidate sup 
plies include supplies from a level code different than the 
level code of the item associated With the current demand. 
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In a Reallocate Supply Step 520, supply is reallocated from 
candidates in the list of alternative supplies generated in 
Retrieve Candidates Step 510, to the current demand if pos 
sible. Reallocation is optionally responsive to mathematical 
optimization routines and/or reallocation rules selected by a 
user. In a Query Step 530 the remaining shortage is examined. 
If this shortage is zero or less then the method returns to the 
process from Which it Was called. If the shortage is still greater 
than zero then the method proceeds to an optional Retrieve 
Substitute Candidates Step 540. 

In Retrieve Substitute Candidates Step 540, a list of can 
didate substitute supplies for reallocation is generated. These 
supplies include substitute items that can be used in place of 
the item indicated by the current demand. Possible substitute 
items are typically identi?ed in Item De?nition 160 (FIG. 1). 

In a Reallocate Substitutes Step 550, supply of substitute 
items is reallocated, from candidates in the list generated in 
Retrieve Substitute Candidates Step, to the current demand, if 
possible. As in Reallocate Supply Step 520, reallocation in 
Reallocate Substitutes Step 550 is optionally responsive to 
optimization routines and/ or user criteria. In a Query Step 560 
the remaining shortage is examined. If the shortage is zero or 
less then the method returns to the calling process. If the 
shortage is not zero, then Skip Step 570 is used to set data 
indicating that the attempt to satisfy the demand failed and 
that a feasible plan may not be found. The method then returns 
to the calling process. 

In alternative embodiments of the methods illustrated by 
FIG. 5, Retrieve Candidates Step 510 and Retrieve Substitute 
Candidates Step 540 are combined. In these embodiments, 
the candidates are optionally ordered responsive to user 
selected parameters, optimization routines, priority, or the 
like. Reallocate Supply Step 520 and Reallocate Substitutes 
Step 550 are then combined such that both types of candidates 
are reallocated in a single step. 

In various embodiments of the invention a user can direct 
behavior of the system by selecting preferences. For example, 
in some embodiments a user can enable or disable realloca 

tion or substitution. In some embodiments reallocation and/ or 
substitution are only alloWed under certain conditions, such 
as When attempting to shorten a time required to execute a 
feasible plan. In some embodiments, a user can select Which 
supply options are used to shorten an already feasible plan. 
Some embodiments of the invention alloW a user to expand or 
minimize safety supply. Safety supply is supply that is kept in 
reserve in case of disruptions in delivery or the like. A mini 
mized safety supply is used in just-in-time inventory systems. 

Several embodiments are speci?cally illustrated and/or 
described herein. HoWever, it Will be appreciated that modi 
?cations and variations are covered by the above teachings 
and Within the scope of the appended claims Without depart 
ing from the spirit and intended scope thereof. For example, 
aspects of the invention may be applied to project manage 
ment and scheduling of tasks. Demand may be for human 
resources, and capacity, as Well as supplies. 
We claim: 
1. A computer implemented method of satisfying a 

demand, the method comprising: 
collecting demands for one or more items, the one or more 

items having the same level code, and at least one item of 
the one or more items being associated With one or more 

dependant demands at a higher level code; and 
for each of the collected demands, 

determining a ?rst demand shortage quantity, the ?rst 
demand shortage quantity indicating a ?rst quantity of 
the collected demand that has not been satis?ed at the 
level code of the collected demand, 
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8 
searching for available unallocated supply of the col 

lected demand, at the level code of the collected 
demand, responsive to the ?rst demand shortage 
quantity, 

determining a second demand shortage quantity, the sec 
ond demand shortage quantity indicating a second 
quantity of the collected demand that could not be 
satis?ed at the level code of the collected demand or 
from the available unallocated supply, and 

creating supply, the creation of supply being responsive 
to the second demand shortage quantity and the cre 
ation of supply including satisfying a dependent 
demand at the higher level code of the one or more 
dependant demands that are associated With the col 
lected demand; Wherein the steps of collecting, deter 
mining, and searching are executed in a computer. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein satisfying a dependent 
demand at a higher level code includes performing a feasible 
plan search relating to items assigned the higher level code. 

3. The method of claim 2, Wherein the feasible plan search 
includes determining a ?rst dependent demand shortage 
quantity, searching for available unallocated supply respon 
sive to the ?rst dependent demand shortage quantity, and 
determining a second dependent demand shortage quantity. 

4. The method of claim 3, Wherein the feasible plan search 
further includes creating supply responsive to the second 
dependent demand shortage quantity. 

5. The method of claim 1, further including reallocating 
previously allocated supply. 

6. The method of claim 5, Wherein the supply is reallocated 
from a loWer priority demand. 

7. The method of claim 5, Wherein the previously allocated 
supply is reallocated from a candidate demand to a member of 
the collected demands, the candidate demand having a level 
code different than a level code of the member of the collected 
demands. 

8. The method of claim 7, Wherein the reallocation is 
responsive to an optimization algorithm. 

9. The method of claim 6, Wherein the priority of the loWer 
priority demand is determined using a mathematical optimi 
zation algorithm. 

1 0. The method of claim 6, Wherein the priority of the loWer 
priority demand is determined using a rule based algorithm. 

11. The method of claim 1, Wherein, for each of the col 
lected demands, supply is created in an order of priority. 

12. The method of claim 1, Wherein searching for available 
unallocated supplies for each of the collected demands is 
performed in order of demand priority. 

13. The method of claim 1, Wherein searching for available 
unallocated supplies of a ?rst member of the collected 
demands is performed using a ?rst algorithm different from a 
second algorithm used in searching for available unallocated 
supplies of a second member of the collected demands. 

14. A computer program product embedded in a computer 
readable medium for satisfying a demand, the computer pro 
gram product comprising instructions that, When executed by 
a processor, cause the processor to: 

collect demands for one or more items, the one or more 

items having the same level code, and at least one item of 
the one or more items being associated With one or more 

dependant demands at a higher level code; and 
for each of the collected demands, 

select the demand, 
determine a ?rst demand shortage quantity, the ?rst 
demand shortage quantity indicating a ?rst quantity of 
the demand that has not been satis?ed at the level code 
of the demand, 



US 7,552,067 B2 

locate available unallocated supplies of the demand, at 
the level code of the demand, responsive to the ?rst 
demand shortage quantity, 

determine a second demand shortage quantity, the sec 
ond demand shortage quantity indicating a second 
quantity of the demand that could not be satis?ed at 
the level code of the demand or from the available 
unallocated supply, and 

create supply, the creation of supply being responsive to 
the second demand shortage quantity and further 
including satisfying a dependent demand at the higher 
level code of the one or more dependant demands that 
are associated With the demand. 

15. The computer program product of claim 14, Wherein 
satisfying a dependent demand at a higher level code includes 
performing a feasible plan search relating to items assigned 
the higher level code. 

16. The computer program product of claim 15, Wherein 
the feasible plan search includes determining a ?rst depen 
dent demand shortage quantity, searching for available unal 
located supply responsive to the ?rst dependent demand 
shortage quantity, and determining a second dependent 
demand shortage quantity. 

17. The computer program product of claim 16, Wherein 
the feasible plan search further includes creating supply 
responsive to the second dependent demand shortage quan 
tity. 

18. The computer program product of claim 14, Wherein 
the computer program product further comprises instructions 
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that, When executed by a processor, cause the processor to 
reallocate previously allocated supply. 

19. The computer program product of claim 18, Wherein 
the supply is reallocated from a loWer priority demand. 

20. The computer program product of claim 18, Wherein 
the previously allocated supply is reallocated from a candi 
date demand to a member of the collected demands, the 
candidate demand having a level code different than a level 
code of the member of the collected demands. 

21. The computer program product of claim 20, Wherein 
the reallocation is responsive to an optimiZation algorithm. 

22. The computer program product of claim 19, Wherein 
the priority of the loWer priority demand is determined using 
a mathematical optimization algorithm. 

23. The computer program product of claim 19, Wherein 
the priority of the loWer priority demand is determined using 
a rule based algorithm. 

24. The computer program product of claim 14, Wherein, 
for each of the collected demands, supply is created in an 
order of priority. 

25. The computer program product of claim 14, Wherein 
searching for available unallocated supplies for each of the 
collected demands is performed in order of demand priority. 

26. The computer program product of claim 14, Wherein 
searching for available unallocated supplies of a ?rst member 
of the collected demands is performed using a ?rst algorithm 
different from a second algorithm used in searching for avail 
able unallocated supplies of a second member of the collected 
demands. 
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