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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HUGH L. JONES, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Osceola, 
in the county of St. Clair and State of Mis 
souri, have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Box-Fasteners, ofwhich the follow 
ing'is a speci?cation. ' _ 

My invention has relation to new and use 
ful improvements in box-fasteners adapted to 
be used in, connection with crates and boxes 
for shipping purposes‘ and which are pro 
vided with covers or lids removable bodily 
from ‘the box when it is desired to expose the 
contents or remove them therefrom. v 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

fastener which is simple in construction and' 
.Will e?ectually hold the lid in closed relation 
upon the box and may be conveniently and 
readily applied to‘ ‘the box and operated to re 
lease the lid without the use of' special tools. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction of the fastener and its arrangement 
in operative combination with the box, the 
novelty of which will be particularly pointed 
out hereinafter and distinctly claimed. ' 

I have fully and clearly illustrated my in 
vention in the accompanying drawings, form: 
ing apart of this speci?cation, vand wherein— - 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a well 

known form of box, showing the‘ cover se-' 
cured thereon by my improved fastener. Fig. ‘ 
2 is a top plan view of a’ box provided with 
my invention. Fig. 3 is an end view of'the 
box, and Fig. 4 is a detail view of one of the 
eyes forming part of the fastener. \ 
Referring to the drawings, v1 designates a 

. shipping box or crate of a well-known form, 

'40 
such as is usually employed for the shipment 
of food products and which are designed to 
be returned to their original point of ship— 
ping'after the contents have been removed. 
The box is shown as being rectangular in form 

' and constructed of side and end pieces which 

45 
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are secued together ‘in any suitable manner. 
Secured upon each of the end pieces of the 
box at points adjacent their upper portions is 
a cross-strip 2, which extends, preferably, the 
entire width of the end piece and the upper 
face of which lies ?ush‘ with the upper edge 
of said end piece. This cross-strip constitutes 

a convenient form of handle by means of which 
the box may be lifted and carried and which 
also forms a part of my improved lid-fasten 
ing device, to be more fully described herein 
after. ~At‘a point adjacent one of its ends 
these cross-strips are formed with a recess or 
pocket 3, which opens through the upper face 
of the cross-piece and the purpose of which 
will fully appear hereinafterl . Upon the up 
per edge of each of the end pieces are ar 
ranged vand-secured eyes 4: 4, which are spaced 
apart a suitable distance and the eye portions 
of which-are disposed longitudinally of the 
box. Thesesets of eyes are spaced apart an 
vequal distance and are so arranged upon the 
respective end pieces as to be‘ in alinement 
with each other, substantially as shown in 
Fig. 2 of'the drawings. ~ > ~ - 

5 designates the box-cover, which is of suf 
?cient; dimension to‘ set ?ush upon the open 
side of the box and toextend over and upon 
the cross-pieces 2 and is provided with cross 
strips 6 ‘for the purpose of bracing and 
strengthening the cover and also serving as 
hand-grasps for removing the cover from the 
box or for replacing the same thereon. At 
its extreme end portions’ the cover or lid is 
formed with open-ended slots 7, which are 
spaced apart a suf?ci'ent distance and are so " 
located as to be ?tted down over the eyes 4 
when the cover is in position to close the box, 
the eyes being of su?‘icient heightto extend 
above the upper face of the cover. One of the 
slots upon each of the endsof the cover is cut 
away at one side, as shown. at 8, in order that 
the recess or socket 3 in the-cross-piece 2 will 
open upwardly through the cover of the box, 
as shown in the drawings. ' 
As above stated, the eyes 4 are of such a 

height as to project above the surface of the 
cover, and at one end I secure the cover in po 

_‘ sition by projecting a pin 9 through said eyes 
above the cover and binding the end terminals 
of said pin at an angle thereto, as at 10, to pre 
vent longitudinal dislodgment. .of said pin. 
from its Position in the eyes. This locking 
pin is devised to rest permanently in the eyes, 
as above described. At the opposite‘ end 
the lid is also fastened in position by means of 
a pin 11, inserted through the eyes 4; but this 
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pin is so constructed as to be readily remov 
able from the position in the eyes when it is 
desired to release the cover and which may be 
returned to its locking position to fasten the 
cover to close the box. This pin is also pro 
vided with means to hold it in its locking po 
sition. One end of the pin-11 is bent at an 
angle thereto, as at 12, which end is adapted 
to be inserted through the eyes 4, and while 
this bent portion is intended to prevent to a 
certain degree endwise movement of the pin 
it may be drawn through the eyes when the 
pin assumes a certain position. At the oppo 
site end of the pin from that just described 
said pin is provided with a ?nger-piece and 
locking-arm, which is preferably formed by 
turning the end of said pin at an angle thereto, 
as at 13. When the pin 11 is in position in 
the eyes 4 to fasten the cover in position, ~it 
is adapted to be turned so that the locking 
arm may be located in the recess or socket 3, 
formed in the cross-piece 7, the cut-out‘por 
tion 8 permitting said arm to be placed in said 
recess. This arm and socket combine to pre 
vent the endwise movement of the pin through 
the eyes in both directions, and it will be im 
possible to remove the cover until the arm is 
lifted out of the recess and the pin withdrawn 
from the eyes. ‘ 
The uses and operation of the invention 

may be stated as follows: When it is desired 
to fasten the cover on the box, it is placed in 
position thereon with the eyes 4: on each end 
of the cover projecting upwardly through the 
slots 7, as shown in the drawings, with the 
slot 7 , provided with the cut-away portion 8, 
arranged over the recess 3 in the cross-piece. 
The pin 9 is then placed in position and is 
locked in position by bending the end por 
tions 10, as described above. After the pin 
9 has been placed in position the pin 11 is in 
serted through the eyes at the opposite end 
of the cover, and the arm 13 is turned to take 
its position in the recess 3, when the cover 
will be securely fastened in position. When 
the cover is to be removed, the pin 11 is With 
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drawn by lifting the arm 13 out of the recess 
and pulling the pin out of the eyes in the di 
rection of the arm, the end portion 12 being 
removable from the eye when the pin is free 
to be removed. The pin being out of position, 
the lid may then be removed by lifting the 
end released by removing the pin 11, the pin 
9 remaining in its position. 

It will be seen that the-cover, as described, 
is readily reversible end for end and that no 
care must be exercised in order to place the 
lid in any particular position, except so far 
as the slot 7, having the cut-out portion 8, 
must be over the recess 3 in the cross-piece 2, 
which in view of the fact that both ends of 
the cover are similarly provided is readily ac 
complished. 

It is not imperative that the exact form of 
pin as shown at 9 be utilized at one of the 
ends of the cover, as shown, inasmuch as the 
ends of the box and cover may be duplicates in 
structure and a pin similar to that shown at 
11 employed for fastening both ends of the 
cover. I have deemed it best to employ the 
pin as shown at 9 for the reason that it effi 
ciently accomplishes the purpose for which it 
is employed and being always in position on 
the box is less liable to dislodgment and loss 
than if it were removable. 
What I claim is— 
In a box-fastener, the combination with a 

box provided with eyes and a recess, of a cover 
having slots through which the eyes project 
and one of which registers with said recess, a 
locking member inserted through the eyes 
and provided with an arm adapted to be turned 
into engagement with the recess in the box 
to prevent endwise movement of the locking 
member in both directions. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 

HUGH L. JONES. 

Witnesses: 
J. O. HARGUs, 
C. A. MITCHELL. 
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