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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WALTER A. SINCLAIR, 

of the township of Spring?eld, county of Kal 
kaska, and State of Michigan, have invented 
a certain new and useful device to automatic 
ally close the ori?ce in a ?sh-basket cover 
when ?sh are inserted into thetrout or other 
?sh basket, of which the following is a speci? 
cation. , 

My invention is a device to attach to ?sh 
basket covers for the purpose of automatically 
closing the ori?ce in the cover used for the 
insertion of ?sh into the basket used to carry 
?sh while ?shing. _ 
My invention consists of two pieces of metal 

or other substance hinged together, to one 
of which pieces I attach ‘a spring in such man 
ner that the other piece is held automatically 
in the same plane. The best way known to 
.me at present for its use is to, ?rmly attach 
the plate to which the spring is attached to the 
under side of the basket-cover by means of 
screws or bolts in such a position that the 
loose hinged piece or lid will be held by the 
spring directly under the ori?ce in the cover 
and nearly closing it. 
What I claim for this device is, ?rst, that 

when the ?sh is partially inserted through the 
ori?ce the free hinged piece or lid will press 
the ?sh against the other side of the ori?ce in 
such a manner that the ?sh cannot escape and 
all efforts of the ?sh to escapewill hold it 
more ?rmly; second, that the ori?ce in the 
cover may be su?iciently enlarged to admit 
the largest ?sh without raising the cover. 
The ori?ce in the covers as now used is quite 
small to keep smaller ?sh from ?opping out, 
which they sometimes do when the basket is 
partially ?lled, and this necessitates the rais 
ing of the cover to put in the larger ?sh. 

In describing the invention in detail refer 

Serial No. 157,508. (No model.) 

ence will be had to the accompanying draw 
ing, forming part of the speci?cation, wherein 
like characters denote corresponding parts in 
the several views, in which— 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a basket having 

the invention applied. Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view of the- cover. Fig; 3 is a plan view of 
the parts comprisingthe invention. 
In the drawings, 4 denotes a basket-cover 

having an opening 5, one edge of which is pro 
vided with a plate 6, having a serrated edge 
7. The plate has holes 8 for fastenings 9, 
whereby it is attached to the under surface of 
the cover with the serrated edge projecting 
into the cover-opening. A plate 10 is secured 
to the under surface of cover, and a guard 11 
is hinged thereto, the said guard having a ser 
rated edge 11a coacting with the plate 6 to en 
gage and hold a ?sh. The plate 11 is held to 
guard the opening in the cover by means of 
the spring 12, which bears against the under 
surface of the guard and has its other end 
anchored in the loop 13. I 
What I claim, and wish to secure by Letter 

Patent of the United States, is~—— 
In combination with a ?sh-basket cover hav 

ing a hole, of a plate having a serrated edge, 
said plate being secured to the cover with the‘ 
serrated edge extending over the edge of the 
hole, a plate secured to the cover, a guard 
pivoted thereto and extending over the edge 
of the hole opposite the serrated plate, and a 
spring bearing against the guard substantially 
as described. ' 

In testimony‘ whereof I have signed my name 
to this speci?cation in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

WALTER A. SINCLAIR. 
Witnesses: , , 

WAYNE SIMMONS, ‘ 
M. N. LENNER. 
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