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OPTICAL SENSING CATHETER SYSTEM 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The present application also claims priority to the US. 
provisional patent application for an “Optical Sensing Cath 
eter System” ?led Feb. 28, 2006, and assigned application 
Ser. No. 60/777,7l5, Which is incorporated herein by refer 
ence. 

The present application also claims priority to the US. 
provisional patent application for an “Optical and blood pres 
sure and velocity sensor” ?led on Feb. 28, 2006 and assigned 
application Ser. No. 60/777,727, Which is incorporated herein 
by reference. 

The present application also claims priority to the US. 
provisional patent application for an “Blood Oxygenation 
Sensor” ?led Feb. 21, 2006, and assigned application Ser. No. 
60/775,531, Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates to method of simultaneous 
measurement of clinical blood parameters in an artery, vein or 
heart chamber, and in particular methods of making such 
measurements With optical transducers. 

Catheters that include sensors to measure blood How are 
Well knoWn. US. Pat. No. 5,280,786 to WlodarcZyk et al. 
issued on Jan. 25, 1994 for an Fiberoptic blood pressure and 
oxygenation sensor deployed on a catheter placed transcuta 
neously into a blood vessel. A sensing tip of the catheter 
includes a pressure-sensing element and an oxygen satura 
tion-measuring element. 

It is one object of the present invention to provide an 
improved method for utiliZing a variety of optical transducers 
on the same or dispersed locations on a catheter or other 

implantable medical device to measure such parameters as 
blood ?oW or velocity, blood pressure, oxygenation of blood 
and the like. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

In the present invention, the ?rst object is achieved by 
providing a catheter or other medical device in optical com 
munication With a plurality of optical sensors in communica 
tion With at least one light source and/or at least one photo 
detector Wherein the plurality of detectors are responsive to or 
interrogated by a plurality of distinct Wavelengths Wherein a 
multiplexing scheme is used to distinguish among the differ 
ent Wavelength propagating in the common connecting opti 
cal Waveguide and hence obtain analytical results from each 
detector. 

The above and other objects, effects, features, and advan 
tages of the present invention Will become more apparent 
from the folloWing description of the embodiments thereof 
taken in conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of an optical Wavelength 
divisional multiplexed/de-multiplexed (WDM) system. 

FIG. 2A is a schematic illustration of the operative prin 
ciples of a ?rst optical Wavelength divisional de-multiplexer. 
FIG. 2B is schematic illustration of the operative principles of 
a second optical Wavelength divisional de-multiplexer. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an optical sensing catheter 
system deploying WDM. 
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2 
FIG. 4 A is perspective vieW of an external portion of an 

optical sensing catheter system. 
FIG. 4B is a cross-sectional elevation through the external 

portion of an optical sensing catheter system of FIG. 4A. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 4, Wherein like reference 
numerals refer to like components in the various vieWs, there 
is illustrated therein a neW and improved Optical Sensing 
Catheter System, generally denominated 100 herein. 

FIG. 1 illustrates the general operative principles of a com 
munication system deploying Wavelength division multiplex 
ing (WDM). Wave Division Multiplexing (WDM) refers to a 
process of using light sources of different Wavelengths With 
the intensity of each source being modulated to correspond to 
a different information as a temporal signal. The modulated 
light beams are then mixed into the ?ber (or Waveguide) using 
a set of optical couplers. The de-multiplexing of the signal is 
implemented at the receiver end utiliZing optical ?lters, 
Which separate the different Wavelengths and direct them to 
different detectors (or sensors). Thus in the system shoWn in 
FIG. 1 N optical signals are simultaneously transmitted 
through the same ?ber (or Waveguide), being separately intro 
duced or extracted With multiplexer and de-multiplexer 
respectively. 

FIG. 2A illustrates an exemplary optical device used as a 
de-multiplexer. 

These Wave division de-multiplexers (WDDM) make use 
of optical ?lters to separate the different Wavelengths and 
direct them to their respective detectors. Each of the dielectric 
interference ?lters transmits only a single Wavelength and 
re?ects other Wavelengths. Also such ?lters may be based on 
selective absorption, preferably the ?lters electric thin-?lm 
interference ?lters such that substantially all the light not 
transmitted, and vice versa, is re?ected and hence available 
for either detection of other Wavelength or separation by 
another distinct ?lter. FIG. 2B illustrates another exemplary 
optical device used as a de-multiplexer Wherein a diffraction 
grating separates the different Wavelengths by angular disper 
sion, that is the light exits in different directions depending on 
the Wavelength. 

The ability to make multiple physiological and or heomo 
logical measurements at different locations With multiple 
sensors by WDM has several advantages. 

It permits a small sensor and catheter siZe, thus avoiding 
interference With blood How in smaller vessels. Further, the 
combined characterization of blood How is useful in the diag 
nosis of vascular disease and the control of pacemakers and 
ICD’s. 

In accordance With the present invention, FIG. 3 is a block 
diagram shoWing the operative portion of the Optical Sensing 
Catheter System 100. In a preferred embodiment, each sensor 
111, 112 or 113 can measure tWo or more of the parameters of 

blood gas (O2 for example), pressure and How. 
More preferably, the core of the device is a dielectric 

Waveguide 120 have a sheath of ultimate exterior covering 
that is fabricated from a biocompatible material, Wherein 
light at several speci?c Wavelengths generated by using a 
light source, such as lasers or LEDs 131 and 132, is propa 
gated through the Waveguide 120 to speci?c areas Where the 
Waveguide is exposed to the environment, that is blood. For 
example, at the active portion of sensor elements 111, 112 and 
113. The light source is optionally tunable LED’s, or a ?ber 
optic or pig-tailed laser. 
As can be seen from FIG. 3, this device utiliZes at least tWo 

LEDs 131 and 132 Whose output light, represented as Wave 
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lengths k1 and k2 respectively, is passed through a ?rst WDM 
141 to co-propagate on the Waveguide 120 to multiple sensors 
111, 112 and 113 Which perform the various measurements. 
After the interaction With blood in each sensor light is even 
tually de-multiplexed and propagated back along the 
Waveguide Where it is multiplexed back into N detectors. 
Optionally, a separate multiplexer 142 can operate as a de 
multiplexer, by ?rst directing speci?c Wavelength A1 to sen 
sor 111, and a different Wavelength A2 to sensor 112, and then 
on the return (for example by re?ection from a dielectric 
mirror at the end of sensor 111, 112 or 113) again multiplex 
the signal for redirection through Waveguide 120 toWard the 
photo-detectors. Thus, then multiplexer 141 acts as a de 
multiplexer to select and direct light of speci?c Wavelengths 
toWard their respective photodetectors. Generally, each pho 
todetector measures the intensity of light as attenuated by the 
interaction With blood in sensor 111, 112 or 113; hoWever 
With other suitable means the photodetector may be respon 
sive to measure a change in polarization or phase. In the case 
Where it is desirable to measure at the same Wavelength a 
blood parameter (such as the speci?c absorption Wavelength 
that corresponds to a unique chemical species) With multiple 
sensors at different locations, time division multiplexing may 
be deployed Wherein the apparatus includes fast optical 
sWitches to route the same Wavelength to different chemical 
sensors. 

Thus, device 100 alloWs for the usage of several sensors 
along the same Waveguide 120, Which Will in turn alloW for 
multiple blood gas, pressure and ?oW measurements-yielding 
information, Which Was not available in current state of the art 
in-vivo sensing systems. 

FIG. 4 A is perspective vieW of a more preferred embodi 
ment of the invention as a portion of a medical device 100 in 
Which the external portion of the optical sensors are planar 
Waveguides 111 and 112. Planar Waveguides are more sensi 
tive due to their thin-Wide structure. Planar optical sensors 
may be deployed for the measurement of blood chemistry, 
pressure, ?oW and/ or temperature. Thus, in deploying an 
embodiment of the invention in a medical device, there is a 
sheath 125, an optical ?ber (or Waveguide) 120 protected by 
the sheath, at least one multi-Wavelength light source, at least 
one multi-Wavelength photo-detection means, tWo or more 
optical sensors in optical communication With the light 
source and photo-detection means Wherein the optical sen 
sors are in communication With the environment external to 
the sheath 125. Light propagates from the LEDs toWard each 
sensor in the direction of the arroW 101 in Waveguide 120. 

Yet another import ant operative principle of an even more 
preferred embodiment of the current invention for measuring 
blood oxygen saturation level is to deploy a Waveguide in 
Which the dimensions of the evanescent ?eld is comparable 
to, and most preferably, much more than the dimensions of 
the red blood cell. It should be appreciated that if the evanes 
cent ?eld that interacts With the RBC is much smaller than a 
RBC the signal Will be strongly in?uenced by position of a 
particular red blood cell relative to the Waveguide. The blood 
component hemoglobin is concentrated Within erythrocytes 
or red blood cells that have a torus-like shape With the diam 
eter of each corpuscular being is about 8 pm and having a 
thickness of about 2 pm. Further, the evanescent ?eld should 
be of a nature that alloWs it to also penetrate deeply into the 
red blood cell. These tWo conditions are ful?lled for a loW 
dielectric constant (loW-k) planar dielectric Waveguide. 

The spatial extension of evanescent ?eld is proportional to 
k/An, Where An is the difference of refractive index betWeen 
the core and the cladding. The refractive index of the human 
red blood cells is in the range 1.38-1.42 depending on con 
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4 
centration of the hemoglobin in it. Therefore, the refractive 
index of the core of the Waveguide should be as close to these 
values as possible to alloW the evanescent light to penetrate 
deeply into the red blood cells. The refractive index of SiO2 
Waveguide is about 1.45. Thus, the typical penetration depth 
at that difference in refractive indexes betWeen silica 
Waveguide and red blood cell is 200-300 nm, or about 
betWeen a tenth and a sixth of the thickness (2 um)of the red 
blood cell. Accordingly, it is preferable that the Waveguide 
130 has a refractive index (n) is less than 1.45 at the absorp 
tion bands of oxygenated hemoglobin (Hb) and de-oxygen 
ated hemoglobin (HbOz). It is more preferable that the refrac 
tive index of the Waveguide be in the range of about 1.375 
about 1.45. 

Thus, another embodiment of the invention is use of a 
dielectric material for Waveguide With refractive index loWer 
than that of silica to increase the penetration depth of the 
evanescent ?eld, and thus obtain both a greater and more 
representative measurement of the blood oxygenation. One 
such preferred loW-dielectric-constant material is spin-on 
hybrid siloxane-organic polymer, such as that knoWn as 
HOSP and available from HoneyWell Advanced Microelec 
tronic Materials (Tempe, AriZ.). Thin ?lms of HOSP could be 
prepared by a spin-on coating technique. 
The sheath or the equivalent structure for supporting and 

introducing the optical device in the blood stream or body is 
optionally a cannula, catheter or medical devices in Which the 
sensor is implanted on or communicates, such as pacemakers, 
ICD’ s and stents. In other preferred embodiments, the sheath 
125 in FIGS. 4A and 4B is a catheter lead. This con?guration 
is expected to offer advantages in the ease of manufacture, as 
it does not require signi?cant changes in the lead itself, as 
only the external portion of the lead and the sensors need be 
exposed to the blood. 

FIG. 4B is a cross-sectional elevation through the external 
portion of an optical sensing catheter system of FIG. 4A. 
As can be seen from the image, this structure also utiliZes 

several sensing areas on the lead itself. In contrast to the 
general scheme described With respect to FIG. 3, this device 
100 uses corrugated Waveguide couplers 161, 162 as both a 
coupler and multiplexer/de-multiplexer for each of the planar 
Waveguides. It should be noted hoWever, that any other type of 
Waveguide coupler as is knoWn in the art can be used instead 
of the corrugated Waveguide couples 161 and 162. Each sen 
sor 111 or 112 includes dielectric mirrors 113 and 114 respec 
tively to re?ect the modulated light back toWards the coupler 

In alternative embodiments of the invention, it is possible 
to utiliZe multiple light sources, or replace one or more light 
source With a tunable light source, or utiliZe a broadband light 
source the output of Which is separated into discrete measure 
ments by optical ?lters. In other embodiments of the inven 
tion, light is returned to the photodetector either by a mirror 
means or via an optical loop. 

It Will be recogniZed by one of ordinary skill in the art that 
there are numerous alternative means to optically couple any 
of the contemplated or later developed optical transducers in 
optical communication With the laser and detector, such as for 
example means to provide the alternative forms of light cou 
pling mean light is optionally returned to the photodetector 
either by a mirror means or via an optical loop. Additionally, 
a Wide variety of multiplexing/de-multiplexing optical cou 
plers are available as couplers. Accordingly, no attempt is 
being made to limit or de?ne the invention in terms of the 
optical couplers shoWn and described With respect to FIGS. 
2A and 2B. 

While the invention has been described in connection With 
a preferred embodiment, it is not intended to limit the scope of 
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the invention to the particular form set forth, but on the con 
trary, it is intended to cover such alternatives, modi?cations, 
and equivalents as may be Within the spirit and scope of the 
invention as de?ned by the appended claims. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. An implantable medical device comprising: 
a) an elongated sheath, 
b) a Waveguide disposed Within said sheath, 
c) at least one multi-Wavelength light source for illuminat 

ing said Waveguide, 
d) at least one multi-Wavelength photo-detection means to 

receive light from said Waveguide, 
e) tWo or more optical sensors in optical communication 

With said light source and photo-detection means via 
said Waveguide Wherein each sensor is operative to 
modulate the propagation of light of a different Wave 
length in said Waveguide Wherein at least one sensor is 
for measuring the concentration of oxygenated and 
deoxygenated hemoglobin by direct contact With blood 
and comprises: 
i) a sensor Waveguide having a planar support as a clad 

ding on a ?rst surface With a second surface parallel to 
the plane of the ?rst surface and capable of being 
exposed directly to a ?uid, 

ii) a re?ective surface orthogonal to the direction of 
propagation of light Within the sensor Waveguide. 

2. A device according to claim 1 Wherein the evanescent 
light exiting the sensor Waveguide is capable of substantially 
penetrating into red blood cells. 

3. A device according to claim 1 Wherein the sensor 
Waveguide has a refractive index (n) that is less than 1.45 at 
the absorption bands of Hb and HbO2. 

4. A device according to claim 1 Wherein the sensor 
Waveguide has a refractive index (n) that is betWeen about 
1.375 and about 1.45 at the absorption bands of Hb and 
HbO2. 

5. A device according to claim 1 Wherein said multi-Wave 
length light source is a pig-tailed laser. 

6. A device according to claim 5 Wherein said sheath is a 
catheter lead. 

7. A device according to claim 1 Wherein said sheath is a 
catheter lead. 
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6 
8. A device according to claim 7 Wherein said multi-Wave 

length light source is a pig-tailed laser. 
9. An implantable medical device comprising: 
a) an elongated sheath, 
b) a Waveguide disposed Within said sheath, 
c) at least one multi-Wavelength light source for illuminat 

ing said Waveguide, 
d) at least one multi-Wavelength photo-detection means to 

receive light from said Waveguide, 
e) one or more optical sensors in optical communication 

With said light source and photo-detection means via 
said Waveguide Wherein each sensor is operative to 
modulate the propagation of light of a different Wave 
length in said Waveguide Wherein at least one sensor is 
for measuring blood pressure and comprises at least one 
Mach-Zehnder Interferometer (MZI) in optical commu 
nication With said Waveguide and is disposed With a 
single arm in tactile communication With the environ 
ment external to said sheath and further comprising 
another optical sensor for measuring the concentration 
of oxygenated and deoxygenated hemoglobin by direct 
contact With blood, Which comprises: 
i) a sensor Waveguide having a planar support as a clad 

ding on a ?rst surface With a second surface parallel to 
the plane of the ?rst surface and capable of being 
exposed directly to a ?uid, 

ii) a re?ective surface orthogonal to the direction of 
propagation of light Within the sensor Waveguide. 

10. A device according to claim 9 Wherein the evanescent 
light exiting the sensor Waveguide is capable of substantially 
penetrating into red blood cells. 

11.A device according to claim 10 Wherein said sheath is a 
catheter lead. 

12. A device according to claim 9 Wherein the sensor 
Waveguide has a refractive index (n) that is less than 1.45 at 
the absorption bands of Hb and HbO2. 

13. A device according to claim 9 Wherein the sensor 
Waveguide has a refractive index (n) that is betWeen about 
1.375 and about 1.45 at the absorptionbands of Hb and HbO2. 

14. A device according to claim 13 Wherein said sheath is a 
catheter lead. 


