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EXTENSION OF XQUERY IN A HIGH 
PERFORMANCE XML/XQUERY DATABASE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The following copending applications, US. application 
Ser. No. 10/915,529, ?ledAug. 10, 2004, titled “High Perfor 
mance XML Storage Retrieval System and Method”, US. 
application Ser. No. 10/914,903, ?led Aug. 10, 2004, titled 
“Full-Text Search Integration in XML Database”, and US. 
application Ser. No. 10/914,876, ?led Aug. 10, 2004 titled 
“Integrated Support in an XML/XQuery Database for Web 
based Applications”, are assigned to the same assignee of the 
present application. The entire disclosures of these copending 
applications are totally incorporated by reference in their 
entirety. 

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE 

The following US. patents are fully incorporated herein by 
reference: US. Pat. No. 6,654,734 (“System and Method for 
Query Processing and Optimization for XML Repositories”); 
US. Pat. No. 6,718,371 (“XML-Based Integrated Services 
Framework”); and US. Pat. Appl. Pub. No. 2002/0169788 
(“System and Method for Automatic Loading of an XML 
Document De?ned by a Document-Type De?nition into a 
Relational Database Including the Generation of a Relational 
Schema Therefor”). 

BACKGROUND 

This disclosure relates generally to a computer softWare 
system and associated method for providing additional func 
tionality for querying and formatting XML, and more par 
ticularly to implementation of an API that permits plug-in 
libraries of functions in other languages Within XQuery. 

Extensible Markup Language (XML) is a programming 
language operating as an extension to HTML and providing 
enhanced control of content. It may be used to de?ne the 
content of a document (such as a Web page) rather than the 
presentation of it or to exchange information and documents 
betWeen diverse systems. XML is text-based and formats data 
by using document tags to catalog information. Key elements 
in a document may be categorized according to meaning, 
enabling a search engine to scan an entire document for the 
XML tags that identify individual pieces of text and images 
rather than selecting a document by the metatags listed in its 
header. 

There are various strategies for storing and managing XML 
documents. In XML repositories based on relational database 
technology, the XML is stored using a method knoWn as 
“shredding”. In this approach, the markup is broken up and 
stored in ?elds of database tables, and XML queries are 
translated into a relational query language (e.g. SQL, Struc 
tured Query Language) that retrieves the values from the 
database using relational operations, and generates the 
markup output. Overhead for storage is high, and perfor 
mance for regeneration of the XML (or “round-tripping” of 
entire XML documents) is typically loW. Other database man 
agers designed speci?cally for XML utilize indexing 
schemes to process the markup representation of XML more 
e?iciently. 

Applications for querying XML databases (such as 
XQuery, a general-purpose XML query language) often 
require the ability to perform full-text search on the stored 
data. The search functionality must be integrated Within the 
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2 
query language to alloW for control over the structures to be 
searched, and to make search results available to other 
XQuery constructs. The XQuery speci?cation contains a set 
of set forth in the XQuery speci?cation functions that can be 
called from Within query expressions, and also alloWs for 
user-de?ned functions that are Written in XQuery. 
An example of one approach to querying XML documents 

is presented inU.S. Pat. No. 6,654,734 to Mani et al. (“System 
and Method for Query Processing and Optimization for XML 
Repositories”). The query system of Mani et al. vieWs the data 
in XML documents as a graph that alloWs queries on content, 
structure, inter-document links, and intra-document links. 
The query language is based on tree pattern match semantics 
using XML semantics, With features that alloW the query 
system to compute a document type de?nition for the query 
language and use it to validate the user query formulation. 
Query optimization is accomplished using schema-based 
optimization and index-based optimization. The structure 
pattern is then converted to a string for storage purposes. 

Another approach is described in US. patent application 
Publication No. 2002/0169788 to Lee et al. (“System and 
Method for Automatic Loading of an XML Document 
De?ned by a Document-Type De?nition into a Relational 
Database Including the Generation of a Relational Schema 
Therefor”). Under the system of Lee et al., a relational 
schema is created out of a DTD, and XML data is loaded into 
the generated relational schema that adheres to the DTD. 
Starting With a DTD for an XML document containing data, 
all of the information in the DTD is captured into metadata 
tables, and then the metadata tables are queried to generate 
the relational schema. The data contained in the XML docu 
ment can then be loaded into the generated relational schema. 

While the XQuery speci?cation provides certain function 
ality Within set forth in the XQuery speci?cation functions, 
and other functionality can be added via user-de?ned func 
tions Written in XQuery, some functionality required for 
applications using XQuery can not be e?iciently imple 
mented Within XQuery, and there is no mechanism for linking 
to externally implemented functions. It Would be desirable to 
provide a mechanism to dynamically link to externally imple 
mented functions in “plug-in” libraries to enhance function 
ality. 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

The disclosed embodiments provide examples of improved 
solutions to the problems noted in the above Background 
discussion and the art cited therein. There is shoWn in these 
examples an improved system for extension of XQuery in a 
binary object XML repository. The system includes XQuery 
interpreter capabilities for implementing the XQuery lan 
guage in the binary object XML repository. A function dis 
patcher module implements an XQuery call mechanism, With 
the function being de?ned by the name of the function, the 
number of arguments taken by the function, and the datatypes 
of the arguments. A plug-in function library manager imple 
ments the client side of the binary object XML repository 
plug-in function application program interface, and a 
dynamically-linked plug-in function library module for 
implements the server side of the binary object XML reposi 
tory plug-in function application program interface. 

In another embodiment, there is provided a method for 
extension of XQuery for a binary object XML repository 
having an XQuery interpreter module, a function dispatcher 
module, a plug-in function library manager, and a plug-in 
function library module. The method includes implementing 
the XQuery language in the binary object XML repository 
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and preparing to execute a function. A function is de?ned by 
the name of the function, the number of arguments taken by 
the function, and the datatypes of the arguments. The soft 
Ware determines Whether the function is a built-in or user 

de?ned XQuery function, With a built-in function being one 
that is speci?ed as part of the XQuery language. If the func 
tion is a built-in or user-de?ned XQuery function, the com 
puter code for the function is executed. If the function is not 
a built-in or user-de?ned XQuery function, a determination is 
made as to Whether the function has been declared in a plug-in 
library. If the function has been declared in a plug-in library, 
the function is dispatched to the declared library and the 
computer code for the function is executed. If the function has 
not been declared in a plug-in library, it is determined Whether 
at least one plug-in library module has been added or 
changed. NeW or changed library modules are loaded is a 
plug-in library module has been added or changed. An unde 
?ned function error is declared if a plug-in library module has 
not been added or changed. 

In yet another embodiment, there is disclosed an article of 
manufacture in the form of a computer usable medium having 
computer readable program code embodied in the medium. 
When the program code is executed by the computer, the 
computer performs method steps for extension of XQuery for 
a binary object XML repository having an XQuery interpreter 
module, a function dispatcher module, a plug-in function 
library manager, and plug-in function library modules. The 
method includes implementing the XQuery language in the 
binary object XML repository and preparing to execute a 
function. A function is de?ned by the name of the function, 
the number of arguments taken by the function, and the 
datatypes of the arguments. The software determines Whether 
the function is a built-in or user-de?ned XQuery function, 
With a built-in function being one that is speci?ed as part of 
the XQuery language. If the function is a built-in or user 
de?ned XQuery function, the computer code for the function 
is executed. If the function is not a built-in or user-de?ned 
XQuery function, a determination is made as to Whether the 
function has been declared in a plug-in library. If the function 
has been declared in a plug-in library, the function is dis 
patched to the declared library and the computer code for the 
function is executed. If the function has not been declared in 
a plug-in library, it is determined Whether at least one plug-in 
library module has been added or changed. NeW or changed 
library modules are loaded is a plug-in library module has 
been added or changed. An unde?ned function error is 
declared if a plug-in library module has not been added or 
changed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other features of the embodiments 
described herein Will be apparent and easily understood from 
a further reading of the speci?cation, claims and by reference 
to the accompanying draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an example embodiment 
of the extension of XQuery in an XML/XQuery database 
system; and 

FIG. 2 is a ?owchart demonstrating one embodiment of the 
method for extension of XQuery in an XML/XQuery data 
base system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The system and method described herein are based on the 
extension of XQuery through the use of externally imple 
mented functions in “plug-in” libraries. Libraries of functions 
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4 
are implemented in an executable module that can be linked 
to a system for management of XML data. For the purposes 
herein, the system for the management of XML data Will be 
described as BOXR (Binary Object XML Repository), but it 
is noted that other such systems may be utiliZed. The libraries 
of functions can be linked to the BOXR process using the 
operating system dynamic linking mechanism. BOXR loads 
and interrogates the module through an application program 
interface (API) to determine the names and calling conven 
tions for each function in the library. These functions are then 
made available Within XQuery. The API also gives plug-in 
library functions access to BOXR internal functions for 
accessing XML datatypes, executing other XQuery func 
tions, etc. 

XQuery, a language speci?cation from the W3C standards 
committee alloWs querying of XML documents. XQuery also 
speci?es functions Which process or ?lter XML data. A set of 
built-in functions, those set forth in the XQuery speci?cation, 
is speci?ed as part of the language, and other functions (user 
de?ned functions) can be de?ned by the query-Writer as part 
of a query. 

In the folloWing description numerous speci?c details are 
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the 
system and method. It Would be apparent, hoWever, to one 
skilled in the art to practice the system and method Without 
such speci?c details. In other instances, speci?c implemen 
tation details have not been shoWn in detail in order not to 
unnecessarily obscure the present invention. 

Various computing environments may incorporate capa 
bilities for providing extension of XQuery in XML databases. 
The folloWing discussion is intended to provide a brief, gen 
eral description of suitable computing environments in Which 
the method and system may be implemented. Although not 
required, the method and system Will be described in the 
general context of computer-executable instructions, such as 
program modules, being executed by a single computer. Gen 
erally, program modules include routines, programs, objects, 
components, data structures, etc., that perform particular 
tasks or implement particular abstract data types. Moreover, 
those skilled in the art Will appreciate that the method and 
system may be practiced With other computer system con 
?gurations, including hand-held devices, multi-processor 
systems, microprocessor-based or programmable consumer 
electronics, netWorked PCs, minicomputers, mainframe 
computers, and the like. 
The method and system may also be practiced in distrib 

uted computing environments Where tasks are performed by 
remote processing devices that are linked through a commu 
nications netWork. In a distributed computing environment, 
program modules may be located in both local and remote 
memory storage devices. 

Referring to FIG. 1, the schematic diagram illustrates an 
embodiment of the system for extension of XQuery in an 
XML/XQuery database. BOXR XQuery interpreter module 
110 implements the XQuery language, accepting queries and 
returning results. The function dispatcher 120 operates as a 
code module that implements the XQuery function calling 
mechanism. When the XQuery interpreter encounters a func 
tion call, the interpreter invokes the function dispatcher. The 
function dispatcher evaluates the arguments, and attempts to 
locate the code associated With the body of the function. If 
there is no built-in de?nition of the function in question, the 
function dispatcher invokes the plug-in function library man 
ager 130 to attempt to load the function code from a plug-in 
library. Thus the query interpreter 110 invokes the function 
dispatcher 120, Which in turn invokes the plug-in function 
library manager 130 and sends the argument values to it. The 
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plug-in function library manager 130 interrogates the 
dynamically-linked libraries (140, 150, etc) that have been 
installed With the system using BOXR Plug-In Function API 
(Application Program Interface) to ?nd a library that imple 
ments the function in question. If this is successful, the code 
corresponding to the function in question is executed Within 
the plug-in library, Which returns the results to the plug-in 
function library manager 13 0, Which in turn returns the results 
to the function dispatcher 120, and the dispatcher returns the 
results of the function call back to 110. 
As mentioned above, function dispatcher module 120 

implements an XQuery function call mechanism. As an 
example of such a call, the substitute function may take three 
arguments: substitute (string, old neW). The ?rst argument 
(“string”) speci?es the string Which is to be processed, the 
second argument (“old”) is the character or substring to ?nd 
and replace, and the third argument (“new”) is the character or 
string to insert. Together the name of the function, “substi 
tute”, the arity of the function (the number of arguments it 
takes), Which is 3, and the datatypes of the argument (all 
strings in this example) de?ne the speci?c function code that 
is required to execute. The function dispatcher looks up this 
information in a built-in table to see if this particular function 
is a built-in function, or a user-de?ned function. When that 
fails, the plug-in mechanism described above attempts to 
locate and execute the code in a plug-in library. 
As mentioned above, plug-in function library manager 130 

implements the client side of BOXR plug-in API. Library 
manager 130 ?nds, interrogates, and loads plug-in function 
libraries. The BOXR engine implements an API that alloWs 
developers to Write libraries of functions for XQuery. These 
“plug-in” libraries report to BOXR information regarding the 
functions that are implementedithe function names and 
arity and parameter datatypes for each function. The func 
tions are registered by a dynamic linking mechanism, and 
BOXR makes these functions available for use. Thus, to add 
additional functions to BOXR, a library module can simply be 
placed in a speci?ed location, and BOXR Will automatically 
register the functions for use. Function registration is accom 
plished at startup time, but Whenever a function that is cur 
rently unde?ned is encountered, BOXR Will re-scan the 
library directory to see if additional libraries have been added 
that may contain the neW function. In this Way, neW functions 
can be added even as the BOXR engine is running. 

Plug-in function library modules 140 and 150 are shared, 
dynamically-linked libraries implementing the server side of 
the BOXR plug-inAPI and functionality for library functions. 
The standard string functions de?ned in the XQuery speci? 
cation are implemented as a plug-in library, to improve modu 
larity of the engine. Other libraries that are included With the 
standard BOXR distribution include functions to send and 
receive email, format text (eg ?nding email addresses and 
formatting them as mailto: links for HTML), and generate 
highlighted excerpts for the results of full-text search queries 
as described in Us. application Ser. No. 10/914,903, ?led 
Aug. 10, 2004, titled “Full-Text Search Integration in XML 
Database”, incorporated by reference hereinabove. 

Turning noW to FIG. 2, the ?owchart illustrates one 
embodiment of the method for extension of XQuery in an 
XML/XQuery database. At 280 the XQuery interpreter pre 
pares to execute a function. As the interpreter executes a 
query, each statement in the query is executed in turn. If the 
next statement is a function call, the interpreter prepares to 
execute the function call by invoking the function dispatcher. 
A determination is made at 210 as to Whether the function is 
a built-in or user-de?ned XQuery function. If the function is 
a built-in or user de?ned XQuery function, the function code 
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6 
is executed at 250. If the function is not a built-in or user 
de?ned XQuery function, a determination is made at 220 as to 
Whether the function has been declared in a plug-in library. 

If the function has been declared in a plug-in library, it is 
dispatched to the appropriate library function at 260 and the 
function code is executed at 250. If the function has not been 
declared in a plug-in library, an assessment is made as to 
Whether plug-in library modules have been added or changed 
at 230. If the plug-in library modules have been added or 
changed, the softWare loads the neW or changed library and 
modules and registers declared functions at 270 and returns to 
220 to determine Whether the function has been declared in a 
plug-in library. If plug-in library modules have not been 
added or changed, then at 240 and unde?ned function error is 
declared. 

While the present discussion has been illustrated and 
described With reference to speci?c embodiments, further 
modi?cation and improvements Will occur to those skilled in 
the art. Additionally, “code” as used herein, or “program” as 
used herein, is any plurality of binary values or any execut 
able, interpreted or compiled code Which can be used by a 
computer or execution device to perform a task. This code or 
program can be Written in any one of several knoWn computer 
languages. A “computer”, as used herein, can mean any 
device Which stores, processes, routes, manipulates, or per 
forms like operation on data. It is to be understood, therefore, 
that this disclosure is not limited to the particular forms illus 
trated and that it is intended in the appended claims to 
embrace all alternatives, modi?cations, and variations Which 
do not depart from the spirit and scope of the embodiments 
described herein. 
The claims, as originally presented and as they may be 

amended, encompass variations, alternatives, modi?cations, 
improvements, equivalents, and substantial equivalents of the 
embodiments and teachings disclosed herein, including those 
that are presently unforeseen or unappreciated, and that, for 
example, may arise from applicants/patentees and others. 
What is claimed: 
1. A computer-implemented system for providing an 

extension of XQuery function interpretation through a binary 
object XML repository, comprising: 

a processor; 

a storage device con?gured to store computer executable 
program code; 

a binary object XML repository comprising a plurality of 
XQuery functions that each comprise an XQuery query 
With arguments; and 

an XQuery interpreter module con?gured to interpret each 
such XQuery function comprising values for the arguments, 
comprising: 

a function dispatcher module con?gured to evaluate the 
arguments of the XQuery function comprising a name of 
the XQuery function, an arity of the XQuery function, 
and datatypes of the arguments, and to locate code asso 
ciated With the XQuery function comprising one of a 
built-in XQuery function, user-de?ned XQuery func 
tion, and a XQuery function module implemented in a 
plug-in library; and 

upon the XQuery function comprising the plug-in library 
XQuery function module, a plug-in function library 
manager con?gured to send values for the arguments 
and to execute the plug-in library XQuery function mod 
ule Within the plug-in library, Wherein the XQuery inter 
preter module is con?gured to interrogate a plurality of 
plug-in libraries installed With the binary object XML 
repository to locate the plug-in library implementing the 
code associated With the XQuery function and to check 
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a built-in table for the XQuery function comprising one 
of the built-in XQuery function and the user-de?ned 
XQuery function, and 

Wherein the XQuery interpreter module is further con?g 
ured to return results from execution of the plug-in 
library XQuery function module and the plug-in 
XQuery function library module is registered With the 
binary object XML repository through dynamic linking. 

2. The system according to claim 1, Wherein, upon the 
XQuery function comprising one of the built-in XQuery 
function and the user-de?ned XQuery function, the function 
dispatcher module is con?gured to execute the XQuery func 
tion With the values for the arguments, and the XQuery inter 
preter module is con?gured to return results from execution 
of the XQuery function. 

3. The system according to claim 1, Wherein the plug-in 
XQuery function library module implements functions 
selected from the group comprising send and receive email, 
format text, and generate highlighted excerpts. 

4. A computer-implemented method for providing an 
extension of XQuery function interpretation through a binary 
object XML repository, the computer-implemented method 
comprising: 

a processor con?gured to execute the computer-executable 
program on computer executable program modules; 

a memory storage device con?gured to store computer 
executable program code; 

providing a binary object XML repository comprising a 
plurality of XQuery functions that each comprise an 
XQuery query With arguments; and 

interpreting each such XQuery function comprising values 
for the arguments, comprising: 
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evaluating the arguments of the XQuery function compris 

ing a name of the XQuery function, an arity of the 
XQuery function, and datatypes of the arguments; 

locating code associated With the XQuery function com 
prising one of a built-in XQuery function, user-de?ned 
XQuery function, and a XQuery function module imple 
mented in a plug-in library; 

interrogating a plurality of plug-in libraries installed With 
the binary object XML repository to locate the plug-in 
library implementing the code associated With the 
XQuery function; 

checking a built-in table for the XQuery function compris 
ing one of the built-in XQuery function and the user 
de?ned XQuery function; and 

upon the XQuery function comprising the plug-in library 
XQuery function module, sending values for the argu 
ments and executing the plug-in library XQuery func 
tion module Within the plug-in library; 

registering the plug-in XQuery function library module 
With the binary object XML repository through dynamic 
linking; and 

returning results from execution of the plug-in library 
XQuery function module. 

5. The method according to claim 4, further comprising: 
upon the XQuery function comprising one of the built-in 
XQuery function and the user-de?ned XQuery function, 
executing the XQuery function With the values for the 
arguments; and 

returning results from execution of the XQuery function. 
6. The method according to claim 4, Wherein the plug-in 

XQuery function library module implements functions 
selected from the group comprising send and receive email, 
format text, and generate highlighted excerpts. 

* * * * * 


