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LIGHT LINE GENERATING DEVICE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of US. applica 
tion Ser. No. 11/140,476, ?led on 27 May 2005 and entitled 
“LASER LEVEL”, Which is a continuation of US. patent 
application Ser. No. 10/277,474, ?led 22 Oct. 2002 and 
entitled “LASER LEVEL”, now US. Pat. No. 6,914,930. 
This application also claims the bene?t of a provisional Patent 
Application No. 60/736,818, ?led on 15 Nov. 2005 and 
entitled “LASER LEVEL”. The disclosures of the aforemen 
tioned application and patent documents are incorporated 
herein by reference in their entireties. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a light line generating 
device and, in particular, to a self-leveling laser level includ 
ing a redirection assembly operable to selectively direct a 
single source laser beam in a plurality of directions. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Alignment of surfaces is a common problem in a variety of 
?elds, ranging from construction to interior decorating. 
Proper spatial alignment is necessary to ensure that Walls are 
perpendicular to a ?oor, or otherWise plumb. Laser level 
devices are often used in construction to produce a plane of 
light that serves as a reference for various projects. Laser level 
devices save considerable time and effort during the initial 
layout of a construction project as compared to other tools 
such as beam levels, chalk lines, or torpedo levels. Some 
examples of projects Where laser level devices are useful 
include laying tile, hanging dryWall, mounting cabinets, 
installing counter tops, and building outdoor decks. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A light line generating device in accordance With the 
present invention is disclosed herein. The light line generat 
ing device of the present invention may include a pendulum 
assembly and a light beam redirection assembly. The pendu 
lum assembly may include a self-leveling pendulum and a 
light source coupled to the pendulum. The pendulum assem 
bly and light source may be con?gured to emit a light beam 
along a generally vertical pathWay. The light beam redirection 
assembly may be capable of altering the travel path of a light 
beam emitted by the light source. Speci?cally, the redirection 
assembly may be selectively positioned to alter the travel path 
of the light beam to a desired direction (e.g., to a generally 
horizontal direction). The light line generating device may 
further include an internal protractor capable of automatically 
measuring the angular position of the device With respect to a 
normal or reference position/orientation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1A illustrates a front vieW a light line generating 
device according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 1B illustrates a perspective vieW of the light line 
generating device of FIG. 1A. 

FIG. 2A illustrates an exploded vieW of the light line gen 
erating device of FIG. 1A, With the front housing portion 
removed for clarity. 
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2 
FIG. 2B illustrates a front perspective vieW of the light line 

generating device of FIG. 1A, With the front housing portion 
removed for clarity. 

FIGS. 3A-3C illustrate internal vieWs of the light line gen 
erating device of FIG. 1A, shoWing the operation of the pen 
dulum lock mechanism. 

FIG. 4A illustrates an exploded vieW of the light line gen 
erating device of FIG. 1A, With the rear housing portion 
removed for clarity. 

FIG. 4B illustrates a rear perspective vieW of the light line 
generating device of FIG. 1A, With the rear housing portion 
removed for clarity. 

FIGS. 5A-5C illustrate internal vieWs of the light line gen 
erating device of FIG. 1A, shoWing the operation of the light 
beam redirection assembly. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a rear perspective vieW of the light line 
generating device of FIG. 1, shoWing the connection ring for 
a surface mount device. 

FIG. 7 illustrates an isolated perspective vieW of a surface 
mounting device according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 8 illustrates the surface mounting device of FIG. 7 
connected to the light line generating device of FIG. 6. 

FIG. 9 is a side perspective vieW of a hand tool incorporat 
ing the light line generating device of FIG. 1A. 

FIG. 10 is a close-up vieW of the light line generating 
device of FIG. 9. 

Like reference numerals have been used to identify like 
elements throughout this disclosure. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

FIGS. 1A and 1B are front and perspective vieWs, respec 
tively, of a light line generating device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. As shoWn, the light line 
generating device 10 may include a housing or shell 100 
including one or more WindoWs 110A-C operable to permit 
the transmission of a light beam from the housing 100. The 
term WindoW not only includes an opening With a transparent 
or translucent covering, but also to uncovered apertures 
through Which a beam of light may pass. The number, shape, 
and/or dimensions of a WindoW 110A-C are not particularly 
limited to that Which is illustrated herein. When a plurality of 
WindoWs 110A-C is present, the WindoWs may be angularly 
spaced about the housing 100 at any angle suitable for their 
described purpose. By Way of speci?c example, as shoWn in 
FIG. 1A, the top portion of the housing 100 may include a ?rst 
WindoW 110A, a second WindoW 110B, and a third WindoW 
110C angularly spaced from each other. The angle betWeen 
the WindoWs may include, but is not limited to, approximately 
45°-90°. By Way of example, the second WindoW 110B may 
be generally aligned With an axis extending vertically through 
the housing 100, While the ?rst WindoW 110A and/or the third 
WindoW 110C may be generally aligned With an axis extend 
ing horizontally through the housing. 
The housing 100 may further include a ?rst actuator 120, a 

second actuator 130, and vieWing pane 140 (each discussed in 
greater detail beloW). The housing 100 may be formed as a 
unitary structure or may be formed from a front portion 150 
and a rearpor‘tion 160 (best seen in FIG. 1B). The housing 100 
may be formed from a hard, impact-resistant, preferably 
moldable material such as a hard thermoplastic material such 
as ABS or polystyrene. The housing 100 may also include a 
grip portion formed from soft or loW durometer thermoplastic 
elastomer adhered or over'molded to the housing 100. Alter 
natively or additionally, the grip portion may be formed from 
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“soft-touch” elastomer materials such as SANTOPRENE, 
KRATON, and MONOPRENE. 

The light line generating device 10 may further contain a 
pendulum assembly. FIGS. 2A and 2B are front perspective 
vieWs of the light line generating device 10 of FIGS. 1A and 
1B, With the front housing portion 150 removed for clarity. As 
shoWn in the exploded vieW of FIG. 2A, the pendulum assem 
bly 200 may include a pendulum 205, a light line generating 
unit or light source 210, a damping mechanism 215, a cali 
bration mechanism 220, and/or a bearing cap 225. The pen 
dulum 205 may be coupled to the rear housing portion 160 
such that it freely pivots Within the housing 100 (i.e., it may be 
pendulously suspended). By Way of example, the pendulum 
205 may pivotally couple to a post 230 extending from the 
interior surface of the rear housing portion 160. A guide 
member 235 may be positioned above the post 230 to direct 
and/or limit the degree and/or direction of pivot in the pen 
dulum 205. By Way of example, the pendulum 205 may sWing 
about 12° (16° from its normal (0°) position). One or more 
bearings (not shoWn) may optionally be provided betWeen the 
pendulum 205 and the post 230 to alloW for a more ?uid and 
consistent motion. In addition, a bearing cap 225 may be 
secured to the guide member 235, capturing the pendulum 
205 to the rear housing portion 160 (best seen in FIG. 2B). 

In operation, the pendulum 205 is capable of sWinging 
Within the housing 100 about a pivot axis Which is generally 
transverse to the light beam generated by the light source 210, 
creating a self-leveling pendulum assembly 200 operable to 
create a substantially vertical (plumb) light line When the light 
line generating device 10 is placed against a generally vertical 
Work surface such as a Wall. The pendulum 205 may self-level 
even if the Work surface is uneven, or even if the device 10 is 
placed against the Work surface in a slightly tilted orientation. 

The light source 210 may include a device operable to 
generate a light beam LB (see FIGS. 5A-5C) such as a light 
plane or line. The light source 210 may be ?xed to the pen 
dulum 205, proximate its upper end (i.e., closer to the redi 
rection assembly 4004described beloW). By Way of 
example, the light source 210 may include, but is not limited 
to, a laser assembly including a barrel that houses a laser 
diode, a collimating lens, and a line lens (none illustrated). 
The collimating lens forms a laser beam exiting the laser 
diode into a beam having a generally oval cross-section. The 
line lens then converts the laser beam into multiple, super 
imposed planar beams (i.e., laser planes having different 
focal distances). Additional information regarding the con 
?guration of the light source 210, and in particular, an exem 
plary laser assembly, is disclosed in Us. Published Patent 
Application No. 2006/ 0013278 (Raskin et al.), the disclosure 
of Which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. A 
poWer source (not illustrated), connected to the light source 
210, may be controlled via a sWitch 265 in communication 
With the ?rst actuator 120. 

In operation, the light source 210 generates the light beam 
LB, directing it along a pathWay. In particular, the light beam 
LB may be directed along a generally vertical pathWay, 
toWard the redirection assembly 400 (i.e., the light source 210 
is oriented to direct the light beam upWard, along the longi 
tudinal axis of the pendulum 205, as discussed in greater 
detail beloW. The light beam LB travels out of the housing 100 
(through a WindoW 110A, 110B, 110C) generating a light line 
onto a Work surface such as a Wall. 

The damping mechanism 215 is capable of decreasing the 
amplitude of the pendulum 205. The damping mechanism 
215 may be any mechanism suitable for its described purpose 
(i.e., damping the motion of pendulum 205). By Way of 
example, the damping mechanism 215 may include curved 
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4 
bar 217 With a metal (e.g., copper) plate on its underside. The 
interior surface of the rear housing portion 160 (not illus 
trated) may include magnets con?gured to align With the 
metal plate on the curved bar 217. The metal plate may be 
formed and positioned such that a precise gap is maintained at 
a predetermined Width When the pendulum 205 is motion 
(i.e., as the pendulum sWings about the post 230). The inter 
action betWeen the eddy currents in copper plate With the 
magnetic ?eld of the magnets causes damping of sWaying 
motion of pendulum 205. Further information regarding the 
damping mechanism 215 may be found in Us. Pat. No. 
5,144,487, the disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by 
reference in its entirety. 
The calibration mechanism 220 of the pendulum assembly 

200 operates to calibrate the orientation of the pendulum 205. 
By Way of example, the calibration mechanism 220 may 
include a balance screW disposed proximate the base of the 
pendulum 205. The calibration mechanism 220 may be uti 
liZed to adjust the pathWay of the laser beam LB and, in 
particular, to alloW the light source 210 to be angularly 
adjusted along a vertical plane relative to the housing 100. 
The light line generating device 10 of the present invention 

may further include a lock mechanism 240 con?gured to 
stabiliZe the pendulum 205, preventing its pivotal motion. 
The lock mechanism 240 may include a bar 245 With a tab 250 
con?gured to engage a depression 255 formed in the bottom 
surface of the pendulum 205. The bar 245, pivotally coupled 
to a post 260, may be spring biased upWard such that, in its 
normal position, the tab 250 engages the depression 255 in the 
pendulum 205, preventing its pivotal motion. The ?rst actua 
tor 120 may be engaged to selectively drive the bar 245 
doWnWard, disengaging the tab 250 from the depression 255 
in the pendulum 205. Once disengaged, the pendulum 205 is 
free to pivot/sWing about the post 230. 
The operation of the pendulum assembly 200 and associ 

ated lock mechanism 240 is explained With reference to 
FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C, Which illustrate front, internal vieWs of 
the light line generating device 10 of FIG. 1A. Referring to 
FIG. 3A, the ?rst actuator 120 (e.g., a slide actuator) begins in 
a ?rst position, in Which the bar 245 of the lock mechanism 
240 positions the tab 250 Within the depression 255 of the 
pendulum 205. In this position, the pendulum 205 is secured, 
preventing its pivotal movement. This, in turn, generally 
immobiliZes the light source 210. 

Engaging the ?rst actuator 120 by applying a force (as 
indicated by arroW F in FIG. 3B) moves the ?rst actuator 120 
from its ?rst position to a second position. In the second 
position (of FIG. 3B), the ?rst actuator 120, in communica 
tion With the sWitch 265, activates the light source 210, gen 
erating a light beam LB. In this position, the lock mechanism 
240 is still engaged and the pendulum is immobiliZed. 

Continuing to apply the force F moves the ?rst actuator 
from the second position to a third position (FIG. 3C). In this 
third position, the ?rst actuator 120 drives the bar 245 of the 
lock mechanism 240 doWnWard, removing the tab 250 from 
the depression 255 of the pendulum 205. As a result, the 
pendulum 205 is free to pivot about the post 230 Within the 
housing 100 (indicated by arroW S), engaging the self leveling 
feature, Where the light source 210 directs the light beam LB 
in a substantially vertical direction. Thus, the pendulum 205 
may be unlocked With the light source 210 activated (shoWn 
in FIG. 3C) to get self-leveling (or self-adjusting) horiZontal 
or vertical lines (as described beloW). 

In this manner, a user may selectively activate the light 
source 210 and/or self-leveling feature of the light line gen 
erating device 10. Selectively preventing the movement of the 
pendulum 205 relative to the housing 100 not only prevents 
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damage to the pendulum 205 during storage and/ or transport, 
but also enables a user to stabilize the light line generated on 
the Work surface (i.e., it prevents the light line from self 
leveling). As a result, the housing 100 may be rotated manu 
ally to project a light line onto the Work surface at an angle 
other than substantially horiZontal and/ or substantially verti 
cal. 

In another embodiment, the sWitch 265 may further be 
operatively connected to a light-emitting diode (LED) con 
?gured to illuminate the portion of the measuring tool 405 
(FIG. 4A) vieWable through the vieWing pane 140 of the 
housing 100. Speci?cally, the LED may be engaged While the 
?rst actuator 120 is in its second position (FIG. 3B), but not 
engaged When the ?rst actuator 120 is in its ?rst (FIG. 3A) 
and/ or third (FIG. 3C) positions. With this con?guration, the 
light line generating device 10 indicates When the measuring 
tool 405 may be properly utiliZed. Speci?cally, it may illumi 
nate the measuring tool 405 When the pendulum 205 is locked 
and the light beam is stabiliZed (e. g., When the ?rst actuator 
120 is in the second position), but not illuminate the measur 
ing tool When the pendulum 205 is unlocked and the light 
beam is self-leveling (e.g., When the ?rst actuator 120 is in the 
third position). 

In another embodiment of the present invention, the light 
line generating device 10 may include a shutter (not illus 
trated) disposed in front of the measuring tool 405 and behind 
the vieWing pane 140. The shield may be con?gured to open 
When the ?rst actuator 120 is in its second position (FIG. 3B), 
indicating the pendulum 205 is locked and the measuring tool 
405 may be utiliZed. The shutter, moreover, may be adapted to 
close, blocking the vieW of the measuring tool 405 through 
the viewing pane 140 When the actuator 120 is in its third 
position (FIG. 3C), preventing the user from utiliZing the 
measuring tool 405 When the pendulum 205 is unlocked. 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are rearperspective vieWs of the light line 
generating device 10 of FIG. 1A, With the rear housing por 
tion 160 removed for clarity. Referring to FIG. 4A, shoWing 
an exploded vieW, the light line generating device 10 may 
further include a redirection assembly 400 and a measuring 
tool 405. The redirection assembly 400 includes a structure 
operable to selectively redirect the light beam LB generated 
by the light source 210 in a plurality of directions. For 
example, the redirection assembly 400 may be con?gured to 
direct the light beam LB from the light source 210 (having, 
e.g., a substantially vertical pathWay) through the ?rst Win 
doW 110A, the second WindoW 110B, or the third WindoW 
110C of the housing 100. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the 
redirection assembly 400 is a mirror assembly including a 
base or platform 415 With a ?rst mirror 420 and a second 
mirror 425. The positioning of the mirrors 420, 425 is not 
particularly limited to that illustrated herein, so long as the 
mirrors 420, 425 are capable of redirecting the light beam LB 
by the desired angle (e. g., altering the path of the light beam 
(by 90° in the illustrated example)). The ?rst mirror 420, for 
example, may be spaced approximately 45° from the second 
mirror 425, creating a gap 427 betWeen the ?rst mirror 420 
and the second mirror 425. In other Words, each mirror 420, 
425 may be about 22.50 from a generally vertical line inter 
secting the gap 427 betWeen the mirrors. This positions the 
mirrors 420, 425 such that the light beam LB traveling from 
the light source 210 (e. g., along a substantially vertical path 
Way) may either re?ect off the mirror pair 420, 425 or pass 
through the gap 427 (discussed in greater detail beloW). 
One or both mirrors 420, 425 may further be associated 

With a calibration tool 430 (e.g., a spring biased screW) con 
?gured to angularly adjust the position of a mirror 420, 425 on 
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6 
the platform 415 and/or the position of one mirror 420, 425 
With respect to the other mirror 420, 425. In the embodiment 
illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the second mirror 425 is ?xed 
to the platform 415, While the ?rst mirror 420 is adjustable. 
The redirection assembly 400 may be moveably coupled to 

the housing front portion 150. Speci?cally, the redirection 
assembly 400 may be rotatably mounted on a post P extend 
ing from the interior surface of the housing front portion 150. 
The redirection assembly 400 may be rotated about the post P 
to selectively orient the redirection assembly and, in turn, the 
relationship of the mirrors With respect to the light source 
210/light beam LB. The second actuator 130 may be utiliZed 
to drive the rotation of the redirection assembly 400 about the 
post P and, in turn, to selectively alter the travel path of the 
light beam LB generated by the light source 210 as it travels 
through the housing 100. Speci?cally, the second actuator 
130 may include a channel 435 that captures a post 440 
extending from the platform 415 of the redirection assembly 
400. The second actuator 130 may be con?gured to slide 
transversely through the housing 100 (indicated by arroWA in 
FIG. 4B) such that, as it slides, it rotates the platform 415, 
repositioning the mirrors 420, 425. Detents may be provided 
to indicate the desired rotational stopping points for the plat 
form 415. 

Operation of the redirection assembly 400 of the light line 
generating device 1 0 in accordance With the present invention 
is explained With reference to FIGS. 5A, 5B, and 5C, Which 
shoW front, internal vieWs of the device 10 of FIG. 1A. As 
explained above, the light source 210 may be mounted on the 
pendulum 205 such that the light beam LB generated by the 
light source 210 is directed toWard the redirection assembly 
400 (e. g., along a generally vertical travel path). Referring to 
FIG. 5A, the redirection assembly 400 may be oriented in a 
?rst position, in Which the light beam LB may be redirected 
about —90° such that it is directed out of the ?rst WindoW 
110A. Speci?cally, the ?rst mirror 420 is positioned Within 
the travel path of the vertical light beam LB; consequently, the 
light beam re?ects off the ?rst mirror 420, then off the second 
mirror 425. This redirects the substantially vertical light beam 
LB to have a substantially horiZontal travel path, exiting the 
housing 100 through the ?rst WindoW 110A. 
As explained above, engaging the second actuator 130 

repositions the mirror assembly 400 With respect to the light 
source 210. Referring to FIG. 5B, applying a force (indicated 
by arroW F) causes the second actuator 130 to slide to the right 
and to rotate the redirection assembly 400 (indicated by arroW 
R), moving it from the ?rst position to a second position. The 
degree of rotation may include, but is not limited to, approxi 
mately 45°. In this second position, neither the ?rst mirror 
420 nor the second mirror 425 is positioned in the travel path 
of the light beam LB. As a result, the light beam LB may be 
permitted to maintain its generally vertical travel path, pass 
ing through the redirection assembly 400 (through the gap 
427 betWeen the mirrors 420, 425) and out through the second 
WindoW 110B. 

Referring to FIG. 5C, continuing to apply the force F to the 
second actuator 130 continues the rotation (indicate by arroW 
R) of the redirection assembly 400 Within the housing 100 
(e. g., further rotating the redirection assembly approximately 
45°) to orient the redirection assembly 400 in a third position. 
In this third position, the light beam LB may be redirected 
about 90° such that it is directed out of the third WindoW 
110C. Speci?cally, the second mirror 425 is noW positioned 
in the travel path of the vertical light beam LB; consequently, 
the light beam re?ects off the second mirror 425, then off the 
?rst mirror 420. This redirects the substantially vertical light 
beam LB to have a substantially horiZontal travel path, exiting 
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the housing 100 through the third WindoW 110C. In order to 
return the redirection assembly 400 back to the ?rst or second 
positions, an opposite force (not illustrated) may be applied to 
slide the second actuator 130, rotating the redirection assem 
bly in an opposite direction. 

In this manner, a user may selectively orient the redirection 
assembly 400 to selectively control/direct the travel path of 
the light beam LB generated by the light source 210. This 
con?guration permits a single light source 210 to generate a 
light line on a Work surface in a plurality of different direc 
tions (e.g., horiZontal left, vertical, horizontal right). Each 
light line generated on the Work surface may be self-leveling 
due to the pendulum assembly 200. Alternatively, the light 
line may be ?xed With respect to the housing, enabling the 
user to adjust manually the light line by repositioning the 
housing 100. This con?guration enables a user to user to 
direct a light line in a desired direction, depending on the 
alignment needs of the Work surface. 

The measuring tool 405 (see FIGS. 4A and 4B) may be 
con?gured to respond to the rotation of the housing 100 on a 
Work surface (e. g., a generally vertical Work surface such as a 
Wall). Speci?cally, the measuring tool 405 may be con?gured 
to measure the angle at Which the light line generating device 
10 has been rotated and/or offset from its normal (e.g., 
upright/plumb) position. For example, the measuring tool 
405 may include a protractor and, particularly, a gravity 
responsive protractor. The gravity response protractor may be 
a 360° protractor adapted to freely rotate around a center axis 
450. The protractor may include a Weighted area 410 includ 
ing one or more Weights positioned proximate the normal 
position of the protractor (and thus, of the light source 10). 
The Weighted area 410, due to gravity, maintains a constant 
protractor position With respect to a plumb line (or the plumb 
direction) While the light line generating device 10 is rotated. 
For example, When the light line generating device 10 is 
rotated from its normal, upright/plumb orientation, the 
Weighted area 410 is draWn back to normal, rotating the 
protractor around the axis 450. Indicia (e.g., angle measure 
ment marks) on the protractor may be vieWed through the 
vieWing pane 140 on the front housing portion. In this man 
ner, the light line generating device 10 may automatically 
measure the angle of tilt of the device 10 (regardless of hoW 
far the housing 100 is rotated) and, as such, the angle from a 
projected reference line (light beam LB). 
By Way of further example, When the reference line (the 

light beam LB) is projected out of the second (vertical) Win 
doW 110B, a user may lock the pendulum 205 to stabiliZe the 
projected reference line (light beam LB). Rotating the light 
line generating device 10 automatically activates the protrac 
tor 405, Which alloWs a user to measure the angle betWeen the 
projected light beam LB and the vertical plumb line (or the 
horiZon). This measurement is then displayed through the 
vieWing pane 140 of the housing 100. 

The light line generating device 10 of the present invention 
may further be adapted to mount onto a supporting or Work 
surface, e. g., a generally vertical Work surface such as a Wall. 
FIGS. 6-8 illustrate a Work surface attachment mechanism in 
accordance With an embodiment of the present invention. In 
particular, FIG. 6 is a rear vieW of the light line generating 
device 10, shoWing the rear housing portion 160. FIG. 7 is an 
isolated, top perspective vieW of a surface mounting device 
700 according to an embodiment of the invention. As illus 
trated, the rear housing portion 160 may include magnet 600 
operable to slidably engage a connection ring 710 (e.g., a 
metal ring) located on the surface mounting device 700. The 
surface mounting device 700 may include, but is not limited 
to, a generally circular disk. The surface mounting device 700 
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may include a fastener mount 720 con?gured to receive a 
fastener such as a screW. The fastener mount 720 may include 
an aperture 730 adapted to receive a fastener and a conical 
recess 740 designed to receive the head and shank of the 
fastener. With this con?guration, any type of screW head that 
?ts through the aperture 730 Will “self center” on the conical 
recess 740 When tightened. In operation, once the surface 
mounting device 700 is placed in a desiredposition, a fastener 
is inserted into the aperture 73 0 and engages the Work surface. 
The screW head is positioned Within the conical recess 740, 
supporting the surface mounting device 700 on the Work 
surface. Alternatively or in addition to, the surface mounting 
device 700 may include a hole (not illustrated) operable to 
receive a pointed fastener (e.g., a pushpin, nail, tack, etc.) 
Which Would extend through hole to engage the Work surface 
and secure the surface mounting device thereto. 

In operation, the surface mounting device 700 may be 
mounted onto a Work surface utiliZing a fastener as explained 
above. The surface mounting device 700 may then be oriented 
such that the connection ring 710 faces outWard, aWay from 
the Work surface. The magnet 600 located in the rear housing 
portion 160 may thenbe aligned With the connection ring 710, 
coupling the light line generating device 10 to the surface 
mounting device 700. While coupled together, the light line 
generating device 10 may be rotated With respect to the sur 
face mounting device 700, as indicated by arroW R (if 
desired). That is, once connected, the light line generating 
device 10 may be selectively rotated about the connector 700 
to any desired angular position including, but not limited to, 
360° of rotation. Thus, the interaction betWeen the magnet 
600 and the connection ring 710 stabiliZes the light line gen 
erating device 10, holding it in place, While still allowing its 
rotation With respect to the Work surface. 

In addition to being a stand-alone device, the light line 
generating device 10 of the present invention may be inte 
grated With hand tools such as a poWer drill. FIGS. 9-10 
illustrate a light line generating device 10 in accordance With 
another embodiment of the invention. FIG. 9 is perspective 
vieW of a hand tool 900 including a light line generating 
device 910 in accordance With an embodiment of the present 
invention incorporated therein. As illustrated, the hand tool 
900 may include a tool portion 905 (e.g., a drill), a light line 
generating device 910, and a handle portion 920. FIG. 10 
illustrates a close-up vieW of the hand tool 900 of FIG. 9, 
shoWing the light line generating device 910 integrated into 
the hand tool 900 at the base 925 of the handle portion 920. 
The light line generating device 910 may include a structure 
similar to that described above, including WindoWs 110A, 
110B, 110C, a pendulum assembly 200 (With a light source 
210), and a redirection assembly 400. 
The light line generating device 910 may further include a 

?rst actuator 120 operable to supply poWer to the tool portion 
905 and/or the light line generating device 910. PoWer to the 
tool portion 905 and the light line generating device 910 may 
be provided via a poWer source (e. g., a battery) also stored in 
the base 925 of the handle portion 920. The tool portion 905 
and the light line generating device 910 may be poWered via 
the same poWer source, or may have individual poWer 
sources. The light line generating device 910 may also 
include a second actuator 130 similar to that described above. 
Speci?cally, the second actuator 130 may be con?gured to 
selectively orient the redirection assembly 400 to direct a 
light beam LB through a desired WindoW 110A, 110B, 110C. 

In operation, the light line generating device 910 is placed 
against a supporting or Work surface such as a Wall. Speci? 
cally, the bottom surface 930 of the base 925 may be placed 
against a generally vertical Work surface. The light source 210 
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may be activated to product a light beam LB, generating a 
light line on the Work surface. The pendulum assembly 200 
provides the self-leveling feature as described above, While 
the redirection assembly 400 enables a user to selectively 
direction the light beam LB out of a desired WindoW 110A, 
110B, 110C as described above. The light line generated on 
the Work surface may be used to create reference marks using, 
e.g., a pencil. A user may then utiliZe the hand tool 900 to act 
upon (e.g., drill into) the Work surface, using the reference 
marks as a guide. 

While the present invention has been described in detail 
and With reference to speci?c embodiments thereof, it Will be 
apparent to one skilled in the art that various changes and 
modi?cations can be made therein Without departing from the 
spirit and scope thereof. For example, the housing 100 of the 
light generating device 10 may possess any suitable dimen 
sions, and may be any shape suitable for its described pur 
pose. The housing 100 may be shaped to prevent its place 
ment on a horiZontal surface such as a ?oor. The light source 

210 may be any source capable of producing a light beam and 
directing it toWard the redirection assembly 400. Though 
shoWn as ?xed to the pendulum 205, the light source 210 may 
slide along to pendulum to adjust the distance betWeen the 
light source and the redirection assembly 400. The pendulum 
lock mechanism may be con?gured such that the bar 245 is 
spring biased out of engagement With the pendulum 205, 
Wherein the ?rst actuator 240 forces the bar 245 into engage 
ment With the pendulum 205. 

The WindoWs 110A, 110B, 110C may be ofany shape and 
include any desired dimensions. The WindoWs 110A, 110B, 
110C, moreover, may be siZed to prevent the light beam LB 
from projecting out of housing 100 When the pendulum 
assembly 200 contacts another component disposed Within 
housing 100. Additionally, the WindoWs 110A, 110B, 110C 
may further prevent the light beams LB from exiting the 
housing 100 When the pendulum assembly 200 approaches 
the limits of its angular range. In other Words, assuming an 
angular range being betWeen about —6° to about +6o from 
normal (i.e., a vertical centerline to Where the pendulum 
assembly 200 self-levels), and Where pendulum assembly 
200 may travel at any angle beyond this range, the siZe and/or 
shape of the WindoWs 110A, 110B, 110C may be con?gured 
to block the light beams When the pendulum 205 travels 
beyond about —5° and/or about +5° from normal. This con 
?guration prevents a user from relying on the emitted beam 
(as substantially horiZontal or vertical) When the pendulum 
has nearly reached or surpassed its range of motionias the 
beam may no longer actually represent true plumb or horiZon. 

The redirection assembly 400 may include any structure 
con?gured to selectively redirect the light beam LB generated 
by the light source 210. By Way of speci?c example, instead 
of a mirror pair 420, 425, the redirection assembly 400 may 
include a prism to alter the pathWay of the light beam LB. By 
Way of further example, a pentaprism may be positioned on 
the platform 415. The ?ve-sided re?ecting prism may be 
selectively positioned (e. g., rotated) into the travel path of the 
light beam LB, redirecting the light beam by 90°. The redi 
rection assembly 400, moreover, may be selectively rotated in 
clockWise and/ or counterclockWise directions. 

In addition, the second actuator 130, operable to rotate 
redirection assembly 400, may include any suitable sWitch 
and be disposed at any suitable location. By Way of speci?c 
example, the second actuator may include knob or lever 
located on top of, on the rear portion 160 of, or on the front 
portion 150 of the hosing 100. Similarly, the surface mount 
ing device 700 may possess any suitable dimensions and be 
any shape suitable for its described purpose. 
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The hand tool 900 may include any hand tool suitable for 

acting on a Work surface. Though a cordless drill is illustrated, 
the hand tool 900 may include other corded and cordless tools 
such as a saW, a screWdriver, a nail gun, a staple gun, etc. The 
hand tool 900 may further include the measuring tool 405 as 
described above. 
A light line generating device 10 in accordance With the 

present invention may further include a stud sensor circuit. 
Information relating to the stud sensor circuitry may be found 
in Us. Pat. Nos. 4,099,118 and 4,464,622, the disclosures of 
Which are herein incorporated by reference in their entireties. 

Thus, it is intended that the present invention covers the 
modi?cations and variations of this invention provided they 
come Within the scope of the appended claims and their 
equivalents. It is to be understood that terms such as “top”, 
“bottom”, “front”, “rear”, “side”, “height”, “length”, 
“Widt ”, “upper”, “loWer”, “interior”, “exterior”, and the like 
as may be used herein, merely describe points of reference 
and do not limit the present invention to any particular orien 
tation or con?guration. 

We claim: 
1. A self-leveling, light beam generating device for creat 

ing a light line on a Work surface in a plurality of positions, the 
device comprising: 

a housing; 
a pendulum assembly including: 

a pendulum pendulously suspended Within the housing 
such that the pendulum moves about a pendulum axis, 
and 

a light source ?xed to the pendulum, Wherein the light 
source is operable to generate a beam of light along a 
pathWay in a ?rst direction; and 

a light beam redirection assembly capable of moving from 
a ?rst position to a second position With respect to the 
light source, the light beam redirection assembly oper 
able to selectively redirect the beam of light from the 
?rst direction to a second direction, 

Wherein the redirection assembly and the pendulum move 
independently of each other. 

2. The light beam generating device of claim 1, Wherein: 
the light source directs the light beam in a substantially 

vertical direction; and 
light beam redirection assembly is capable of redirecting 

the light beam from the substantially vertical direction to 
a substantially horiZontal direction. 

3. The light beam generating device of claim 1, Wherein the 
pendulum is pendulously suspended Within the housing via a 
?rst attachment point and the redirection assembly is rotat 
ably connected to the housing via a second attachment point. 

4. The light beam generating device of claim 1, Wherein the 
light beam redirection assembly comprises a ?rst mirror 
angularly spaced from a second mirror. 

5. The light beam generating device of claim 4, Wherein: 
in the ?rst redirection assembly position, ?rst mirror is 

oriented in the pathWay of the light beam; 
in the second redirection assembly position, the second 

mirror is oriented in the pathWay of the light beam. 
6. The light beam generating device of claim 1, Wherein the 

housing comprises at least one WindoW con?gured to permit 
the transmission of the light beam through the housing such 
that a light line is generated on a Work surface. 

7. The light beam generating device of claim 6, Wherein 
movement of the redirection assembly from the ?rst position 
to the second position alters the position of the light line 
generated on the Work surface. 
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8. The light beam generating device of claim 1, further 
comprising a measuring tool responsive to rotation of the 
housing on the Work surface. 

9. The light beam generating device of claim 8, Wherein the 
measuring tool comprises a protractor. 

10. The light beam generating device of claim 1, Wherein: 
the light source comprises a laser assembly including a 

laser diode, a collimating lens, and a line lens; and 
the redirection assembly is disposed in spaced relation 

from the laser assembly. 
11. The light line generating device of claim 1, Wherein the 

pendulum assembly is pendulously suspended to pivot along 
a plane generally transverse to the light beam pathWay. 

12. The light line generating device of claim 11, Wherein 
the pendulum assembly further comprises a damping mecha 
nism. 

13. The light line generating device of claim 11 further 
comprising a lock mechanism operable secure the pendulum 
assembly and prevent its pivotal motion. 

14. The light line generating device of claim 13, Wherein a 
?rst actuator selectively engages and disengages the lock 
mechanism, as Well as selectively activates and deactivates 
the light source. 

15. The light line generating device of claim 1 further 
comprising an actuator in communication With the redirec 
tion assembly, the actuatorbeing operable to selectively repo 
sition the redirection assembly from the ?rst position to the 
second position. 

16. The light line generating device of claim 1, Wherein the 
beam of light is self leveling in both the ?rst direction and 
second direction. 

17. The light line generating device of claim 1, Wherein: 
the device comprises a single light source; and 
the device is operable to generate both vertical and hori 

Zontal light lines. 
18. The light line generating device of claim 1, Wherein: 
the light source comprises a laser assembly including a line 

lens; and 
the redirection assembly is oriented in spaced relation from 

the laser assembly. 
19. A light line generating device comprising: 
a housing including a ?rst WindoW and a second WindoW; 
a self leveling pendulum assembly disposed Within the 

housing including: 
a pendulum pendulously suspended such that it moves 

about a pendulum axis, and 
a light source operable to create a light line on a Work 

surface, Wherein the light source emits a light beam 
traveling in a ?rst direction; and 

a redirection assembly disposed Within the housing con 
?gured to move about a redirection assembly axis, 

Wherein the redirection assembly is movable from a ?rst 
position, in Which the assembly permits the light beam to 
continue traveling in the ?rst direction, to a second posi 
tion, in Which the redirection assembly redirects the light 
beam from the ?rst direction to a second direction, and 
Wherein the redirection assembly moves independently 
of the pendulum. 

20. The light line generating device of claim 19, Wherein: 
in the ?rst direction, the light beam is directed out of the 

?rst WindoW; and 
in the second direction, the light beam is directed out of the 

second WindoW. 
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21. The light line generating device of claim 20, Wherein: 
the housing further includes a third WindoW; 
the redirection assembly is movable to a third position, in 

Which the assembly redirects the light beam from the 
?rst direction to a third direction; and 

in the third direction, the light beam is directed through the 
third WindoW. 

22. The light line generating device of claim 19, Wherein 
the redirection assembly is further movable to a third position, 
in Which the redirection assembly redirects the light beam 
from the ?rst direction to a third direction. 

23. The light line generating device of claim 19, Wherein 
redirection assembly comprises a mirror assembly including 
a ?rst mirror and a second mirror. 

24. The light line generating assembly of claim 19, 
Wherein: 

the light source comprises a laser assembly including a 
laser diode, a collimating lens, and a line lens; and 

the redirection assembly is oriented in spaced relation from 
the laser assembly. 

25. The light line generating assembly of claim 19, Wherein 
the redirection assembly is rotatable betWeen the ?rst position 
and the second position, and vice versa. 

26. The light line generating assembly of claim 19, Wherein 
the pendulum assembly is capable of pivoting Within a plane 
that is generally transverse to the light beam ?rst direction. 

27. The light line generating device of claim 26 further 
comprising a lock mechanism operable secure the pendulum 
assembly, selectively preventing the pivotal motion of the 
pendulum assembly. 

28. The light line generating assembly of claim 19, Wherein 
the pendulum assembly further comprises a damping mecha 
nism. 

29. The light beam generating device of claim 19 further 
comprising a measuring tool responsive to rotation of the 
housing With respect to a supporting surface. 

30. The light beam generating device of claim 29, Wherein 
the measuring tool comprises a protractor. 

31. A method of generating a light line on a Work surface 
comprising the steps: 

(a) providing a light beam generating device including: 
a pendulum assembly including a pendulum pendu 

lously suspended Within a housing, 
a light source con?gured to generate a beam of light, the 

light source being ?xed to the pendulum, and 
a light beam redirection assembly operable to move 

from a ?rst orientation to a second orientation, 
Wherein the pendulum and the redirection assemblies 
move independently of each other; 

(b) directing the light beam toWard the redirection assem 
bly; 

(c) positioning the redirection assembly in the ?rst orien 
tation to cause the light beam to generate a light line on 
the Work surface in a ?rst direction; and 

(d) positioning the redirection assembly in the second ori 
entation to cause the light beam to generate a light line 
on the Work surface in a second direction. 

32. The method of claim 31, Wherein: 
the Work surface comprises a generally vertical Work sur 

face; 
the light beam generating device fur‘ther comprises a mea 

suring tool responsive to rotation of the housing on the 
Work surface; and 

the method further comprises (e) placing the light beam 
generating device on the Work surface in a normal posi 
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tion and (f) rotating the light beam generating device 
from the normal position to a position offset from nor 
mal. 

33. A self-leveling, light beam generating device compris 
ing: 

a housing; 
a pendulum assembly including: 

a pendulum pendulously suspended Within the housing 
via a ?rst attachment point, and 

a single light source ?xed to the pendulum, Wherein the 
light source is operable to generate a beam of light 
along a pathWay; and 

a light beam redirection assembly connected to the housing 
via a second attachment point, 

Wherein the redirection assembly is capable of moving 
from a ?rst position to a second position to selectively 
redirect the beam of light such that the light beam gen 
erating device is operable to selectively generate at least 
a vertical line and a horiZontal line. 

34. The light beam generating device of claim 33, Wherein: 
the light beam generates a light line on a Work surface; and 
movement of the redirection assembly from the ?rst posi 

tion to the second position alters the position of the light 
line on the Work surface. 

35. The light beam generating device of claim 33 further 
comprising a measuring tool responsive to rotation of the 
housing With respect to a supporting surface. 

36. The light beam generating device of claim 33, Wherein 
the measuring tool comprises a protractor including a 
Weighted area that maintains a substantially constant position 
With respect to the plumb line of the supporting surface as the 
housing is rotated. 

37. A method of measuring the angle betWeen light lines on 
a generally vertical Work surface comprising the steps: 

(a) providing a light line generating device comprising: 
a pendulum assembly including a light source con?g 

ured to generate a beam of light, 
a housing including at least one WindoW operable to 

permit the transmission of the light beam from the 
housing to generate a light line on the Work surface, 
and 

a measuring tool coupled to housing such that the tool 
rotates about an axis, Wherein the measuring tool is 
responsive to rotation of the housing With respect to 
the Work surface; 

(b) mounting the light line generating device to the Work 
surface; 

(c) activating the light source to generate a light line on the 
Work surface; and 

(d) rotating the housing to move the light line from a ?rst 
position to a second position, 

Wherein the measuring tool measures a rotation angle 
betWeen the ?rst light line position to the second light 
line position. 

38. The method of claim 37, Wherein: 
the measuring tool comprises a protractor adapted to rotate 

about an axis; and 
rotating the housing causes a corresponding opposite rota 

tion of the protractor about the axis. 
39. The method of claim 37, Wherein: 
the light line generating device further includes a mounting 

device rotatably coupled to the housing; 
step (b) comprises (b.l) connecting the surface mounting 

device to the Work surface; and 
step (d) comprises (d. l) rotating the housing on the surface 
mounting device. 
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40. A hand tool comprising: 
a tool portion; 
a handle portion; and 
a light line generating device comprising: 

a housing: 
a self-leveling pendulum assembly including: 

a pendulum, and 
a light beam device ?xed to the pendulum comprising: 

a light source, and 
a line lens, 

Wherein the light beam device directs a beam of light 
along a pathWay in a ?rst direction; and 

a light beam redirection assembly disposed in spaced rela 
tion from the line lens, Wherein the redirection assembly 
is con?gured to alter the travel path of the light beam, 
and Wherein moving the redirection assembly from a 
?rst position to a second position selectively redirects 
the beam of light such that it travels in a second direc 
tion. 

41. The hand tool of claim 40, Wherein the pendulum is 
pendulously suspended Within the housing via a ?rst attach 
ment point and the redirection assembly is rotatably con 
nected to the housing via a second attachment point. 

42. The hand tool of claim 40, Wherein the redirection 
assembly selectively re?ects the light beam to alter is travel 
path. 

43. A light line generating device comprising: 
a housing including a ?rst WindoW, a second WindoW, and 

a third WindoW; 
a self-leveling pendulum assembly disposed Within the 

housing including: 
a pendulum, and 
a light source operable to create a light line on a Work 

surface, Wherein the light source emits a light beam 
traveling in a ?rst direction; and 

a redirection assembly disposed Within the housing, 
Wherein the redirection assembly is movable from a ?rst 

position, in Which the light beam is directed out of the 
?rst WindoW, to a second position, in Which the light 
beam is directed out of the second WindoW, and further to 
a third position, in Which the light beam is directed 
through the third WindoW. 

44. A light line generating device comprising: 
a housing; 
a self-leveling pendulum assembly disposed Within the 

housing including: 
a pendulum, and 
a light source operable to create a light line on a Work 

surface, Wherein the light source emits a light beam 
traveling in a ?rst direction; and 

a redirection assembly disposed Within the housing, 
Wherein the redirection assembly is movable from a ?rst 

position, in Which the assembly permits the light beam to 
continue traveling in the ?rst direction, to a second posi 
tion, in Which the assembly redirects the light beam from 
the ?rst direction to a second direction, and further to a 
third position, in Which the redirection assembly redi 
rects the light beam from the ?rst direction to a third 
direction. 

45. The light line generating device of claim 44, Wherein 
the housing comprises a ?rst WindoW and a second WindoW. 

46. A light line generating device comprising: 
a housing; 
a self leveling pendulum assembly disposed Within the 

housing including: 
a pendulum, and 
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a light source operable to create a light line on a Work 
surface, Wherein the light source emits a light beam 
traveling in a ?rst direction; and 

a redirection assembly disposed Within the housing, 
Wherein redirection assembly comprises a mirror assem 
bly including a ?rst mirror and a second mirror, 

Wherein the redirection assembly is movable from a ?rst 
position, in Which the assembly permits the light beam to 
continue traveling in the ?rst direction, to a second posi 
tion, in Which the assembly redirects the light beam from 
the ?rst direction to a second direction. 

47. The light line generating device of claim 46, Wherein 
the housing comprises a ?rst WindoW and a second WindoW. 

48. A self-leveling, light beam generating device compris 
ing: 

a housing; 
a pendulum assembly including: 

a pendulum pendulously suspended Within the housing 
via a ?rst attachment point, and 

a light source ?xed to the pendulum, Wherein the light 
source is operable to generate a beam of light along a 
pathWay; 

a light beam redirection assembly connected to the housing 
via a second attachment point; and 

a measuring tool comprising a protractor including a 
Weighted area that maintains a substantially constant 
position With respect to the plumb line of the supporting 
surface as the housing is rotated, 
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Wherein the redirection assembly is capable of moving 

from a ?rst position to a second position to selectively 
redirect the beam of light out of the housing. 

49.A method of measuring the angle betWeen light lines on 
a generally vertical Work surface comprising the steps: 

(a) providing a light line generating device comprising: 
a pendulum assembly including a light source con?g 

ured to generate a beam of light, 
a housing including at least one WindoW operable to 

permit the transmission of the light beam from the 
housing to generate a light line on the Work surface, 
and 

a measuring tool responsive to rotation of the housing 
With respect to the Work surface, Wherein: 
the measuring tool measures a rotation angle betWeen 

the ?rst light line position to the second light line 
position, 

the measuring tool comprises a protractor adapted to 
rotate about an axis, and 

rotating the housing causes a corresponding opposite 
rotation of the protractor about the axis; 

(b) mounting the light line generating device to the Work 
surface; 

(c) activating the light source to generate a light line on the 
Work surface; and 

(d) rotating the housing to move the light line from a ?rst 
position to a second position. 

* * * * * 


