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APPARATUS, SYSTEM, AND METHOD FOR 
PROVIDING PARALLEL ACCESS TO A DATA 

SET CONFIGURED FOR AUTOMATIC 
RECOVERY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to data transactions and recovery, 

and more particularly relates to providing parallel access to a 
data set con?gured for automatic recovery. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Application processing systems such as Information Man 

agement System (IMS®) from IBM of Armonk, N.Y. gener 
ally handle extremely important data. As a result, users of an 
IMS® often require rapid and uninterrupted access to highly 
reliable data. Consequently, IMS® systems are implemented 
With backup capabilities and With a redundant architecture. 
Users of the IMS® data typically include executable com 
puter applications. 

In the current implementation of an application processing 
system, a critical data set can be accessed by multiple sys 
tems. There is typically a component in each system that 
manages the data set and processes requests from other com 
ponents. Processing of these requests involves one or more 
accesses to the data set to read or update the data. As com 
monly implemented, access to the data set is serialized such 
that one system has exclusive access to the data set at a time 
While processing a request. 
One architecture typically implemented for greater reli 

ability in serialiZed access systems includes tWo physical data 
sets and a third spare data set (‘a pair and a spare’ architec 
ture). Software duplexing is used to maintain the tWo data sets 
as active dual copies of the same logical data. In the event of 
a media failure on one of the tWo active physical data sets, the 
failed data set is removed from the physical data set con?gu 
ration and the remaining active data set is copied into the 
spare to maintain dual data sets. A request is then made of an 
administrator to create a neW spare data set. Alternatively, the 
neW spare data set is generated automatically. Typically, the 
recovery process can be performed automatically. Although 
the “pair and a spare” architecture is highly reliable, it is 
conventionally just implemented in serialiZed systems due to 
the many complexities involved in coordinating the recovery 
process While alloWing multiple systems to access the data. 

Although the “pair and a spare” architecture provides 
increased reliability, a bottleneck can be created betWeen 
application instances constantly accessing the data set seri 
ally that hinders performance. To eliminate contention result 
ing from data set level serialiZation, it Would be desirable to 
alloW multiple systems to access the data set and process 
requests concurrently. 
One solution implemented to alloW parallel access to mul 

tiple application instances concurrently is implemented in a 
system using a data set backup and forWard recovery logging. 
In a backup and forWard recovery solution, multiple applica 
tion instances may access the data set in parallel. HoWever, if 
recovery is required, all access to the data set may be sus 
pended While the backup data set is copied over and the 
forWard recovery is implemented. Forward recovery logging 
is required to capture updates made to the data set betWeen 
backup and time of failure. Implementation of this backup 
scheme requires that the data set be taken o?line for the 
duration of the recovery. Additionally, typical systems require 
manual operation of the backup procedure. Recovery using 
backup and forWard recovery can be prohibitively time con 
suming. The primary draWbacks of this system include 
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2 
increased system doWn time, and an inability to perform the 
recovery process automatically. 
From the foregoing discussion, it should be apparent that a 

need exists for an apparatus, system, and method that provide 
parallel access to a data set con?gured for automatic recovery. 
Bene?cially, such an apparatus, system, and method Would 
overcome the many complexities of providing multiple sys 
tems access to a data set con?gured for high-speed automatic 
recovery and high availability. Information system reliability 
and performance Will be increased Without typical tradeoffs 
required by standard system architectures. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been developed in response to 
the present state of the art, and in particular, in response to the 
problems and needs in the art that have not yet been fully 
solved by currently available information management sys 
tems. Accordingly, the present invention has been developed 
to provide an apparatus, system, and method for providing 
parallel access to a data set con?gured for automatic recovery 
that overcome many or all of the above-discussed shortcom 
ings in the art. 
The apparatus to provide parallel access to a data set con 

?gured for automatic recovery is provided With a logic unit 
containing a plurality of modules con?gured to functionally 
execute the necessary steps of establishing parallel access to 
a data set con?gured for a “pair and a spare” automatic recov 
ery process, converting access to the data set from parallel 
access to single point access in response to an application 
instance detecting an error in the data set, recovering the data 
set using the automatic recovery process initiated by the 
application instance that detects the error, and restoring 
access to the data set from single point access to parallel 
access in response to successful automatic recovery of the 
data set. These modules in the described embodiments 
include an access module, a conversion module, a recovery 
module, and a restore module. 

In one embodiment, the access module establishes parallel 
access to a data set con?gured for a “pair and a spare” auto 
matic recovery process. Additionally, the apparatus may 
include a detect module con?gured to detect an error in the 
data set indirectly by examining return results from an inter 
mediary application interfacing With the data set. In one 
embodiment, an application instance accessing the data set 
cancels an active transaction in response to encountering an 
error in the data set. 

In one embodiment, the conversion module is con?gured to 
convert access to the data set from parallel access to single 
point access in response to an application instance detecting 
an error in the data set. The conversion module may include a 
quiesce module con?gured to quiesce transactions involving 
the data set by issuing a quiesce command to additional 
application instances accessing the data set to quiesce trans 
actions With the data set and queuing the quiesce command 
for each application instance con?gured to use the data set 
such that active transactions are completed and other trans 
actions are temporarily delayed While the quiesce command 
is active. Additionally, the conversion module may include a 
block module con?gured to block transactions from neWly 
initiated application instances attempting to access the data 
set during the automatic recovery process. 

In one embodiment, the recovery module recovers the data 
set using the automatic recovery process initiated by the 
application instance that detects the error. The recovery mod 
ule may include an initiate module con?gured to initiate the 
automatic recovery process in response to acknoWledgement 
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of the quiesce command from each of the application 
instances con?gured to access the data set. In one embodi 
ment, the automatic recovery process is a standard recovery 
process implemented on a “pair and a spare” data set archi 
tecture. 

In one embodiment, the restore module restores access to 
the data set from single point access to parallel access in 
response to successful automatic recovery of the data set. The 
restore module may include a reestablish module con?gured 
to issue an end-quiesce command to application instances 
con?gured to use the data set, such that parallel access to the 
data set is reestablished. The restore module may also include 
a reissue module con?gured to reissue the cancelled transac 
tion in response to successful automatic recovery of the data 
set. 

A system of the present invention is also presented to 
provide parallel access to a data set con?gured for automatic 
recovery. In one embodiment, the system includes a recovery 
control (RECON) data set and a controller. The RECON data 
set may include a ?rst data set con?gured to perform trans 
actions With the interfacing application instances, a second 
data set con?gured to mirror the ?rst data set for redundancy, 
and a spare data set con?gured to replace one of the ?rst data 
set and the second data set in response to a failure. In one 
embodiment, the controller is con?gured to establish parallel 
access to a data set con?gured for a “pair and a spare” auto 
matic recovery process, convert access to the data set from 
parallel access to single point access in response to an appli 
cation instance detecting an error in the data set, recover the 
data set using the automatic recovery process initiated by the 
application instance that detects the error, and restore access 
to the data set from single point access to parallel access in 
response to successful automatic recovery of the data set. 
A method of the present invention is also presented for 

providing parallel access to a data set con?gured for auto 
matic recovery. The method in the disclosed embodiments 
substantially includes the steps necessary to carry out the 
functions presented above With respect to the operation of the 
described apparatus and system. 

These features and advantages of the present invention Will 
become more fully apparent from the folloWing description 
and appended claims, or may be learned by the practice of the 
invention as set forth hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In order that the advantages of the invention Will be readily 
understood, a more particular description of the invention 
brie?y described above Will be rendered by reference to spe 
ci?c embodiments that are illustrated in the appended draW 
ings. Understanding that these draWings depict only typical 
embodiments of the invention and are not therefore to be 
considered to be limiting of its scope, the invention Will be 
described and explained With additional speci?city and detail 
through the use of the accompanying draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one 
embodiment of a system for providing parallel access to a 
data set con?gured for automatic recovery; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one 
embodiment of an apparatus for providing parallel access to a 
data set con?gured for automatic recovery; 

FIG. 3 is a detailed schematic block diagram illustrating 
one embodiment of an apparatus for providing parallel access 
to a data set con?gured for automatic recovery; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic ?oW chart diagram illustrating one 
embodiment of a method for providing parallel access to a 
data set con?gured for automatic recovery; 
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4 
FIG. 5 is a detailed schematic ?oW chart diagram illustrat 

ing one embodiment of a method for providing parallel access 
to a data set con?gured for automatic recovery; 

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one 
embodiment of a data set con?gured for automatic recovery. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

FIG. 1 depicts one embodiment of a system 100 for pro 
viding parallel access to a data set con?gured for automatic 
recovery. In one embodiment, the system 100 may include 
one or more Information Management Systems (IMS®) 
102a-b including one or more application instances 104a-b, a 
data set 106, a controller 108, and a cross-system communi 
cation facility 110. 

In one embodiment, the application instances 104a-b are 
Database Recovery Control (DBRC) facilities con?gured to 
provide access betWeen the IMSs® 102a-b and the data set 
106. Alternatively, a client application may access the data set 
106 via the IMSs® 102a-b. The IMSs® 102a-b may host one 
or more executable application instances 104a-b requiring 
access to the data set 106. In one embodiment, the data set 106 
may include a Recovery Control (RECON) data set. In one 
embodiment, the IMSs® 102a-b controls application 
instances 104a-b, Wherein the controller 108 controls access 
to the RECON data set 106 by the application instances 
104a-b. An application instance 104a-b may access a 
RECON data set 106 associated With one IMS® 102a-b via a 
networked connection including multiple IMS® 102a-b 
devices and optionally a sysplex device. 

In one embodiment, the IMSs® 102a-b handles transac 
tions betWeen application instances 104a-b and data sets 106 
managed by the IMSs® 102a-b. Application instances inter 
facing the IMSs® 102a-b may facilitate access betWeen the 
IMSs® 102a-b and the RECON data set 106. In one embodi 
ment, an application instance 10411 is a process that runs on 
the IMSs® 102a-b. In various embodiments, the IMSs® 
102a-b may additionally include a transaction manager, a 
database manager, a syncpoint manager, a resource manager, 
and the like. 

In one embodiment, a RECON data set 106 contains data 
used by multiple applications. The data stored in the RECON 
data set 106 may be critical to functionality of interfacing 
application instances 104a-b. In one embodiment, a RECON 
data set 106 may include a ?rst data set con?gured for use by 
application instances 104a-b, a second data set con?gured to 
actively mirror the ?rst data set for redundancy, and a spare 
data set con?gured to replace either the ?rst data set or the 
second data set in response to an I/ O failure. 

Other embodiments of a RECON data set 106 may exist. In 
one embodiment, the RECON data set 106 may be physically 
stored on a storage device external to the IMSs® 102a-b. 
Alternatively, the RECON data set 106 may be stored on a 
storage device internal to the IMSs® 102a-b. The RECON 
data set 106 is but one example of data sets 106 suitable for 
use With the present invention. Preferably, the data set 106 is 
con?gured to implement “a pair and a spare” data architec 
ture. 

In one embodiment, the controller 108 is con?gured to 
establish parallel access to a data set 106 con?gured for a 
“pair and a spare” automatic recovery process, convert access 
to the data set 106 from parallel access to single point access 
in response to an application instance 104a detecting an error 
in the data set 106, recover the data set 106 using an automatic 
recovery process, and restore access to the data set 106 from 
single point access to parallel access in response to successful 
automatic recovery of the data set 106. In one embodiment, 
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components such as the cross-system communication facility 
110, or components With similar functionality, may be 
included in modules of the controller 108 described further in 
relation to FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. Alternatively, the cross-system 
communication facility 110 may be separate and distinct 
from the controller 1 08. In alternative embodiments, the com 
ponents of the controller 108 may be located on or managed 
by the application instances 104a-b. 

The controller 108 may use a cross-system communication 
facility 110 to communicate commands and other informa 
tion betWeen modules of the controller 108 and the applica 
tion instances 104a-b. The cross-system communication 
facility 110 may be separate from the IMSs® 102a-b. Alter 
natively, each IMS® 102a-b may include a cross-system 
communication facility 110. Consequently, the cross-system 
communication facility 110 may facilitate parallel access by 
the application instances 104a-b to the data set 106. In one 
embodiment, the controller 108 may issue a quiesce com 
mand to application instances 104a-b to temporarily termi 
nate access to a failed data set using the cross-system com 
munication facility 110. The cross-system communication 
facility 110 may additionally communicate an acknowledge 
quiesce command, an end quiesce command, and the like 
betWeen application instances 104a-b, and the controller 108. 
In one embodiment, the cross-system communication facility 
is a standard inter-module command communication feature 
of the IMSs® 102a-b. 

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of an apparatus 200 to 
provide parallel access to a data set 106 con?gured for auto 
matic recovery. In one embodiment, the apparatus 200 
includes an access module 202, a conversion module 204, a 
recovery module 206, and a restore module 208. The appara 
tus 200 may control access to the RECON data set 106 on the 
IMSs® 102a-b. 

In one embodiment the access module 202 is con?gured to 
establish parallel access to a data set 106 con?gured for a 
“pair and a spare” automatic recovery process. The access 
module 202 may establish parallel access primarily to the ?rst 
data set. For example, the access module 202 may use a 
transaction manager, a syncpoint manager, or the like to con 
nect multiple application instances 104a-b to the data set 106 
creating multiple access points to the data set 106. Each 
access point is capable of handling data transactions betWeen 
the data set 106 and the application instances 104a-b. In one 
embodiment, the application instances 104a-b may access the 
data set 106 using a common data bus. 

In one embodiment the conversion module 204 is con?g 
ured to convert access to the data set 106 from parallel access 
to single point access in response to an application instance 
104a detecting an error in the data set 106. The conversion 
module 204 converts access to the data set 106 to single point 
access to avoid data inconsistencies during the automatic 
recovery process. In one embodiment, the conversion module 
204 converts access to the ?rst data set only, alloWing contin 
ued parallel access to the second data set While the ?rst data 
set is recovered. Alternatively, serial access is provided to the 
Whole data set 106 during the automatic recovery process. 
Such embodiments provide continuous access betWeen the 
application instances 104a-b and the data set 106. Conse 
quently, the data set 106 may be recovered in such a Way that 
the operation is transparent to user applications. 

In one embodiment, the recovery module 206 is con?gured 
to recover the data set 106 using the automatic recovery 
process initiated by the application instance 10411 that 
detected the error. The automatic recovery process as imple 
mented on a “pair and a spare” architecture is commonly 
knoWn in the art. In the case of a failure in the ?rst data set, 
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6 
steps of the automatic recovery process may include deacti 
vating the ?rst data set, copying valid data from the second 
data set to the spare data set, and activating the spare data set 
in place of the ?rst data set. While recovery is occurring, the 
conversion module 204 maintains at least serial access to the 
data set 106. 

In one embodiment, the restore module 208 is con?gured 
to restore access to the data set 106 from single point access 
to parallel access in response to successful automatic recov 
ery of the data set 1 06. In one embodiment, the restore module 
208 may issue an end-quiesce command to application 
instances 104a-b previously accessing the data set 106 using 
the cross-system communication facility 110. The end-qui 
esce command may trigger application instances 104a-b to 
resume transactions previously queued for the data set 106. In 
certain embodiments, the restore module 208 restores access 
to the ?rst data set or the second data set to parallel access in 
response to successful recovery of the respective data set. 

FIG. 3 illustrates another embodiment of an apparatus 300 
for providing parallel access to a data set con?gured for 
automatic recovery. The apparatus 300 may include the 
access module 202, the conversion module 204, the recovery 
module 206, and the restore module 208 as described in 
relation to FIG. 2. Additionally, the apparatus 300 may 
include a cancel module 302, a quiesce module 304, a block 
module 306, an initiate module 308, a reestablish module 
310, a reissue module 312, and a detect module 314. 

In one embodiment, the access module 202 establishes 
initial parallel access to the data set, and then does not per 
form other tasks until the system is reinitialiZed. If an error in 
the data set 106 is encountered, the conversion module 204 
may take initial action by taking control of the data set 106 
and the application instances 104a-b. Next, the recovery 
module 206 performs the automatic recovery process. 
Finally, the restore module 208 reestablishes parallel access 
to the data set 106. In an alternative embodiment, the rees 
tablish module 310 may request that the access module 202 
reestablish parallel access to the data set 106. Alternatively, 
the modules may be distributed among components of the 
IMSs® 102a-b including the application instances 104a-b, 
the cross-communication facility 110, and the like. 

In one embodiment, the cancel module 302 cancels an 
active transaction in response to encountering an error on the 
data set. The cancel module 302 may actively cancel the 
transaction. Alternatively, the application instance 104a 
accessing the data set 106 may cancel the active transactions. 
For example, the application instance 10411 that encounters 
the error may make a back out request to the syncpoint man 
ager Which backs out the active transaction and maintains a 
record of the backed out transaction. 

In one embodiment, the conversion module 204 includes a 
quiesce module 304. The quiesce module 304 may facilitate 
conversion of access to the data set 106 from parallel access to 
serial access. The quiesce module 304 may issue a quiesce 
command to application instances 104a-b accessing the data 
set 106 in response to detection of an error in the data set 106. 
Alternatively, the quiesce command may be sent by the appli 
cation instance 10411 that ?rst detects an error on the data set 
106. In one embodiment, the quiesce command is sent via a 
cross-system communications facility 110. The quiesce com 
mand may be queued by the application instances 104a-b 
Waiting to complete active transactions. When the quiesce 
command is recogniZed, that application instance 1041) sets a 
‘quiesced’ status for the data set and sends an acknoWledge 
ment back to the application instance 10411 that issued the 
quiesce command. Once the quiesced status is set, processing 
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of any new transactions that Would access the data set Waits 
until the quiesced status has been cancelled. 

In certain scenarios, multiple application instances 104a-b 
may encounter an error on the data set simultaneously. One 
possessing common skill in the art is familiar With a Wide 
variety of race condition protocols Which may be imple 
mented by the conversion module 204 in such instances to 
determine the application instance 10411 that Will initiate the 
quiesce command and recovery process. 

In one embodiment, the conversion module includes a 
block module 306 con?gured to block transactions from neW 
application instances 104a-b attempting to access the data set 
106 during the automatic recovery process. The cross-system 
communications facility 110 alloWs each of the application 
instances 104a-b to knoW about the existence of, and to com 
municate With, other application instances 104a-b. When a 
neW application instance 104b initialiZes, the application 
instance 1041) must receive veri?cation that the data set is not 
blocked or quiesced. In one embodiment, the application 
instance 104b interacts With the blocking module 306 for 
veri?cation. Alternatively, the application instance 1041) may 
receive veri?cation from another application instance 104a 
accessing the data set 106. 

In one embodiment, the recovery module 206 includes an 
initiate module 308. When an application instance 104a 
encounters an error and has received acknowledgements of 
quiesced access from other application instances 104a-b, the 
initiate module 308 initiates the automatic recovery process. 
In one embodiment, the initiate module 308 may initiate the 
automatic recovery process in response to a trigger or action 
taken by the application instance 10411 that encountered the 
error. 

In one embodiment, the restore module 208 includes a 
reestablish module 310. The reestablish module 310 may 
send an end-quiesce command to the other application 
instances 104a-b When the automatic recovery process is 
complete. In one embodiment, the restore module 208 may 
receive noti?cation from the automatic recovery process by 
the recovery module 206 that recovery has been successfully 
completed. For example, the automatic recovery process may 
send return codes indicating status of the recovery process to 
the restore module 208. The reestablish module 310 addition 
ally ensures that the application instances 104a-b resume 
access to the data set using the same physical data sets and the 
same con?gurations. The end-quiesce noti?cation command 
may include neW physical data set con?guration information. 
Reestablishing accurate con?guration policies reduces risk of 
data inconsistency arising from unauthorized access to the 
?rst data set or the second data set subsequent to recovery of 
the data set 106. 

In one embodiment, the restore module 208 additionally 
includes a reissue module 312. The reissue module 312 may 
reissue application transactions and other tasks performed on 
the data set 106 that Were cancelled When an error Was 

encountered on the data set 106. The reissue module 312 may 
reissue the transactions When the reestablish module 310 
signals successful reestablishment of parallel access to the 
data set 106. 

In one embodiment, the detect module 314 detects an error 
in the data set 106 indirectly by examining return results from 
an intermediary application interfacing With the data set 106. 
For example, When an application instance 104a makes a read 
or update access request to the resource manager, the appli 
cation instance 104a determines from the return codes of the 
resource manager if an error Was encountered. In one embodi 

ment, the resource manager may handle commit, backout, 
modify, and other like operations on the data set 106. These 
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8 
operations may physically implement any changes the appli 
cation instances 104a-b make logically to the data set 106. 

In another example, the application instance 104a makes a 
backout request to the syncpoint manager. The syncpoint 
manager then directs the resource manager to backout 
uncommitted updates made by the application instance 10411. 
In such an example, the application did not make a direct 
request to the resource manager so it cannot check resource 
manager return codes to determine if an error occurred. HoW 
ever, based on the status of the backout request, as indicated 
by the return code from the resource manager, the application 
instance 104a may determine the status of the tWo physical 
data sets to determine if an error occurred. Thus, the detect 
module 314 may determine by inspection of the return codes 
that an error has occurred on the data set 106 Without encoun 
tering the error directly. 

FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a method 400 for 
providing parallel access to a data set con?gured for auto 
matic recovery. In one embodiment, the method 400 starts 
402 When the access module 202 establishes 404 parallel 
access to the data set 106. For example, a sync-point manager 
or transaction manager may create a connection betWeen the 
application instances 104a-b and the data set 106. In the event 
that an error occurs on the data set 106, the conversion module 
204 converts 406 access to the data set 106 from parallel 
access to single point access. Next, the recovery module 206 
recovers 408 the data set using an automatic recovery process. 
When the automatic recovery process successfully completes 
recovery of the data set 106, the restore module 208 restores 
410 access to the data set 106 to parallel access and the 
method 400 ends 412. 

For example, the access module 202 may establish parallel 
access for banking applications to a data set 106 containing 
account information. If an error is encountered by one of the 
banking application instances 104a-b referencing the data set 
106, the conversion module 406 may convert access to the 
data set 106 from parallel access to single point access. The 
recovery module 206 may then initiate the automatic recov 
ery process Which recovers 408 the data set 106. When the 
data set 106 has been successfully recovered, the restore 
module 208 may restore parallel access to the data set 106. In 
an alternative example, the access module 202, the conver 
sion module 204, the recovery module 206, and the restore 
module 208 may perform the operations described above on 
either the ?rst or the second data set. 

FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of a method 500 for 
providing parallel access to a data set con?gured for auto 
matic recovery. In one embodiment, the method 500 starts 
502 When the access module establishes 504 parallel access to 
the data set 106. If an application instance 104a encounters 
506 an error in the data set 106, the cancel module 302 cancels 
508 an active transaction for the application instance 10411 
that encountered 506 the error. The quiesce module 304 then 
issues 510 a quiesce command to other application instances 
104a-b registered to access the data set 106. In an alternative 
embodiment, the application process that encountered 506 
the error issues 510 the quiesce command to other application 
instances 104a-b referencing the data set 106 using a cross 
system communications facility 110. In one embodiment, the 
quiesce command is queued by the application instances 
104a-b in a Work queue. 
Once the quiesce module 304 issues 510 the quiesce com 

mand, the block module 306 may block 512 transactions from 
neWly started application instances. Active application 
instances 104a-b complete 514 active transactions Within 
their queue until the quiesce command is recogniZed. The 
application instances 104a-b then acknoWledge 516 the qui 
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esce command and stop further transactions with the speci 
?ed data set 106. If each of the application instances 104a-b 
has acknowledged 518 the quiesce command, the initiate 
module 308 initiates 522 the automatic recovery process. If 
application instances 104a-b have not acknowledged 518 the 
quiesce command, the initiate module 308 waits 520 until 
each of the application instances 104a-b have acknowledged 
the quiesce command. If recovery is complete 524, then the 
reestablish module 310 sends 528 an end-quiesce command. 
If the recovery process is not complete 524, the reestablish 
module 310 waits 526 for the recovery process to complete 
before sending 528 the end-quiesce command to reestablish 
parallel access to the data set 106. Once parallel access is 
reestablished, the reissue module 312 may reissue 530 trans 
actions previously cancelled 508 by the cancel module 302, 
and the method 500 ends 532. 

FIG. 6 illustrates one embodiment of a data set 600 archi 
tecture con?gured for automatic recovery. In one embodi 
ment, the data set 600 may include a ?rst data set 602, a 
second data set 604, and a spare data set 606. This con?gu 
ration is commonly referred to at “a pair and a spare”. In one 
embodiment, the ?rst data set 602 and the second data set 604 
are active data sets. The ?rst data set 602 may be the primary 
transaction data set, and the second data set 604 may mirror 
the ?rst data set 602. Alternatively, the ?rst data set 602 and 
the second data set 604 may processes transactions for mul 
tiple application instances 104a-b concurrently. 

If an error occurs on the ?rst data set 602, that data set 602 
is deactivated. In one embodiment, a logical pointer to the 
failed data set 602 is routed to a new address. Alternatively, 
the failed data set 602 may be deleted, moved, overwritten, or 
the like. Valid data from the second data set 604 is then copied 
to the spare data set 606. The spare data set 606 is then placed 
online by routing a logical pointer to the address of the spare 
data set 606, copying the data set, moving the data set, or the 
like. In certain embodiments, similar actions may be taken 
with respect to the second data set 604 if an error occurs on the 
second data set 604. 

Bene?cially, the apparatus, system, and method described 
above increase data set reliability, availability, and consis 
tency. Moreover, one major advantage derived from imple 
mentation of the present invention is customer satisfaction, 
parallel access is provided in conjunction with a “pair and a 
spare” data set recovery protection. These innovative addi 
tions to the art of information management help to ensure that 
highly sensitive and valuable data can be readily accessible 
and extremely accurate. Implementation of the “pair and a 
spare” architecture provides high availability and reliability. 
Providing parallel access to the “pair and a spare” data set 106 
adds additional availability by reducing bottlenecks associ 
ated with serial data access. 
Many of the functional units described in this speci?cation 

have been labeled as modules, in order to more particularly 
emphasiZe their implementation independence. For example, 
a module may be implemented as a hardware circuit compris 
ing custom VLSI circuits or gate arrays, off-the-shelf semi 
conductors such as logic chips, transistors, or other discrete 
components. A module may also be implemented in pro gram 
mable hardware devices such as ?eld programmable gate 
arrays, programmable array logic, programmable logic 
devices or the like. 

Modules may also be implemented in software for execu 
tion by various types of processors. An identi?ed module of 
executable code may, for instance, comprise one or more 
physical or logical blocks of computer instructions which 
may, for instance, be organiZed as an object, procedure, or 
function. Nevertheless, the executables of an identi?ed mod 
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10 
ule need not be physically located together, but may comprise 
disparate instructions stored in different locations which, 
when joined logically together, comprise the module and 
achieve the stated purpose for the module. 

Indeed, a module of executable code may be a single 
instruction, or many instructions, and may even be distributed 
over several different code segments, among different pro 
grams, and across several memory devices. Similarly, opera 
tional data may be identi?ed and illustrated herein within 
modules, and may be embodied in any suitable form and 
organiZed within any suitable type of data structure. The 
operational data may be collected as a single data set, or may 
be distributed over different locations including over different 
storage devices, and may exist, at least partially, merely as 
electronic signals on a system or network. 

Reference throughout this speci?cation to “one embodi 
ment,” “an embodiment,” or similar language means that a 
particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in 
connection with the embodiment is included in at least one 
embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances of 
the phrases “in one embodiment,” “in an embodiment,” and 
similar language throughout this speci?cation may, but do not 
necessarily, all refer to the same embodiment. 

Reference to a signal bearing medium may take any form 
capable of generating a signal, causing a signal to be gener 
ated, or causing execution of a program ofmachine-readable 
instructions on a digital processing apparatus. A signal bear 
ing medium may be embodied by a transmission line, a com 
pact disk, digital-video disk, a magnetic tape, a Bernoulli 
drive, a magnetic disk, a punch card, ?ash memory, integrated 
circuits, or other digital processing apparatus memory device. 
The schematic flow chart diagrams included are generally 

set forth as logical ?ow chart diagrams. As such, the depicted 
order and labeled steps are indicative of one embodiment of 
the presented method. Other steps and methods may be con 
ceived that are equivalent in function, logic, or effect to one or 
more steps, or portions thereof, of the illustrated method. 
Additionally, the format and symbols employed are provided 
to explain the logical steps of the method and are understood 
not to limit the scope of the method. Although various arrow 
types and line types may be employed in the ?ow chart 
diagrams, they are understood not to limit the scope of the 
corresponding method. Indeed, some arrows or other connec 
tors may be used to indicate only the logical ?ow of the 
method. For instance, an arrow may indicate a waiting or 
monitoring period of unspeci?ed duration between enumer 
ated steps of the depicted method. Additionally, the order in 
which a particular method occurs may or may not strictly 
adhere to the order of the corresponding steps shown. 

Furthermore, the described features, structures, or charac 
teristics of the invention may be combined in any suitable 
manner in one or more embodiments. In the following 
description, numerous speci?c details are provided, such as 
examples of programming, software modules, user selec 
tions, network transactions, database queries, database struc 
tures, hardware modules, hardware circuits, hardware chips, 
etc., to provide a thorough understanding of embodiments of 
the invention. One skilled in the relevant art will recogniZe, 
however, that the invention may be practiced without one or 
more of the speci?c details, or with other methods, compo 
nents, materials, and so forth. In other instances, well-known 
structures, materials, or operations are not shown or described 
in detail to avoid obscuring aspects of the invention. 
The present invention may be embodied in other speci?c 

forms without departing from its spirit or essential character 
istics. The described embodiments are to be considered in all 
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of 
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the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims 
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes Which 
come Within the meaning and range of equivalency of the 
claims are to be embraced Within their scope. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus to provide parallel access to recovery con 

trol (“RECON”) data set con?gured for automatic recovery, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a database server comprising a processor and a memory 
device, con?gured to store executable and operational 
data, the memory device comprising: 
an access module con?gured to establish parallel access 

to a recovery control (“RECON”) data set, the data set 
con?gured for a “pair and a spare” automatic recovery 
process, the RECON data set having a ?rst data set, a 
second data set, and a spare data set, the parallel 
access established through multiple access points to 
the RECON data set, each access point handling 
transactions betWeen one or more distinct application 
instances and the ?rst data set in the RECON data set 
such that the application instances perform multiple 
reads from the ?rst data set, the access module mir 
roring updates of the ?rst data set to the second data 
set; 

a conversion module con?gured to actively convert 
access to the ?rst data set from parallel access to 
single point access in response to an application 
instance detecting an error in the ?rst data set, the 
conversion module issuing a quiesce command to the 
application instances con?gured to access the failed 
?rst data set, and queuing the quiesce command for 
each application instance con?gured to use the failed 
?rst data set such that pending transactions are com 
pleted and additional transactions that use the failed 
?rst data set are halted, the conversion module re 
routing a logical pointer pointing to the failed ?rst 
data set to a neW address of a non-failed data set, the 
non-failed data set comprising one of the datasets of 
the RECON data set that has not failed, and reassign 
ing the non-failed data set to become the ?rst data set 
and the ?rst data set to become one of the spare data 
set and the second data set; 

a recovery module con?gured to recover the failed data 
set of the RECON dataset using the automatic recov 
ery process initiated by the application instance that 
detects the error; and 

a restore module con?gured to restore access to the 
failed data set from single point access to parallel 
access in response to successful automatic recovery 
of the failed data set. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein an application 
instance accessing the RECON data set cancels an active 
transaction in response to encountering an error in the data 
set. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2, Wherein the restore module 
further comprises a reissue module con?gured to reissue the 
canceled transaction in response to successful automatic 
recovery of the failed data set. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the recovery module 
further comprises: 

an initiate module con?gured to initiate an automatic data 
set recovery in response to acknowledgement of the 
quiesce command from each of the application instances 
con?gured to access the failed data set; and 

a blocking module con?gured to block transactions from 
neWly started application instances from accessing the 
failed data set of the RECON dataset. 
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12 
5. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the automatic recov 

ery process further comprises a standard recovery process 
implemented on a “pair and a spare” data set architecture. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the restore module 
further comprises a reestablish module con?gured to issue an 
end-quiesce command to application instances con?gured to 
use the failed data set, such that parallel access to the data set 
is reestablished. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a detect 
module con?gured to detect an error in one of the three data 
sets indirectly by examining return results from intermediary 
applications accessing the data set. 

8. A system to provide parallel access to data sets con?g 
ured for automatic recover, the system comprising: 

a recovery control (“RECON”) data set consisting of: 
a ?rst data set con?gured for use by application 

instances; 
a second data set con?gured to actively mirror data of the 

?rst data set; 
a spare data set con?gured to replace one of the ?rst data 

set and the second data set in response to a failure; 
Wherein the ?rst data set, second data set, and third data 

set are Within the RECON data set, and 
a cross-system communication facility con?gured to facili 

tate cross-system communication betWeen a plurality of 
application instances and the RECON data set; and 

a controller con?gured to: 
establish parallel access betWeen the plurality of appli 

cation instances and any one of the RECON data sets 
through interaction With the cross-system communi 
cations facility, the parallel access established 
through multiple access points to the RECON data 
sets, each access point handling transactions betWeen 
a distinct application instance and the data set such 
that the application instances can do multiple reads 
from the same data set, the access module mirroring 
updates on the ?rst data set to the second data set; 

actively convert access to one of the three or more data 
sets from parallel access to single point access in 
response to an application instance detecting an error 
in one of the three or more data sets by re-routing a 
logical pointer pointing to the failed data set to a neW 
address of one of a non-failed data set such that the 
logical pointer points to a non-failed data set, the 
non-failed dataset comprising one of the datasets of 
the RECON dataset that has not failed; 

recover the failed data set of the RECON dataset using 
the automatic recovery process initiated by the appli 
cation instance that detects the error; and 

restore access to the failed data set from single point 
access to parallel access in response to successful 
automatic recovery of the failed data set. 

9. The system of claim 8, Wherein an application instance 
accessing one of the RECON data set cancels an active trans 
action and queues a quiesce command for each application 
instance con?gured to use one of the RECON data set such 
that pending transactions are completed and additional trans 
actions are temporarily halted While the quiesce command is 
active in response to encountering an error in the RECON 
data set. 

10. The system of claim 9, Wherein the controller is further 
con?gured to initiate a standard automatic recovery process 
on the RECON data set in response to acknowledgement of 
the quiesce command from each of the application instances 
con?gured to access the RECON data set. 

11. The system of claim 9, Wherein the controller is further 
con?gured to issue an end-quiesce command to application 
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instances con?gured to use the RECON data set, such that 
parallel access to the RECON data set is reestablished and 
reissue the cancelled transaction in response to successful 
automatic recovery of the RECON data set. 

12. The system of claim 8, Wherein the controller is further 
con?gured to detect an error in the RECON data set indirectly 
by examining return results from intermediary applications 
accessing the RECON data set. 

13. A computer program product comprising a computer 
readable medium having computer usable program code 
executable to provide parallel access to data sets con?gured 
for automatic recovery, the operations comprising: 

an operation to establish parallel access to any one of the 
three or more data sets con?gured for a “pair and a 
spare” automatic recovery process, the parallel access 
established through multiple access points to one of the 
three or more data sets, each access point handling trans 
actions betWeen a distinct application instance and the 
data set such that the application instances can do mul 
tiple reads from the same data set, the access module 
mirroring updates on the ?rst data set to the second data 
set; 

an operation to actively convert access to one of the three or 
more data sets from parallel access to single point access 
in response to an application instance detecting an error 
in one of the three or more data sets by re-routing a 
logical pointer pointing to a failed data set to a neW 
address of one of the non-failed three or more data sets 
such that the logical pointer points to a non-failed data 
set, Where in the operation to convert further comprises 
operations to quiesce transactions comprising: 
an operation to issue a quiesce command to other appli 

cation instances con?gured to access the failed data 
set; 

an operation to queue the quiesce command for each 
application instance con?gured to use the failed data 
set such that pending transactions are completed and 
additional transactions are temporarily halted While 
the quiesce command is active; and 

14 
an operation to block transactions from neWly initiated 

application instances; 
an operation to recover the failed data set using the auto 

matic recovery process initiated by the application 
5 instance that detects the error; and 

an operation to restore access to the failed data set from 
single point access to parallel access in response to suc 
cessful automatic recovery of the failed data set. 

14. The computer program product of claim 13, further 
comprising an operation to cancel an active transaction in 
response to an application instance encountering an error in 
the data set. 

15. The computer program product of claim 13, Wherein 
the operation to recover further comprises an operation to 
initiate an automatic data set recovery process in response to 
acknowledgement of the quiesce command from each of the 
application instances con?gured to access the failed data set. 

16. The computer program product of claim 13, Wherein 
the operation to restore further comprises an operation to 
issue an end-quiesce command to application instances con 
?gured to use the failed data set, such that parallel access to 
the data set is reestablished, and an operation to reissue a 
cancelled transaction in response to successful automatic 
recovery of the data set. 

17. The computer program product of claim 13, Wherein 
the operations further comprise an operation to detect an error 
in the data set indirectly by examining return results from 
intermediary applications accessing the data set. 

18. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a cancel 
module con?gured to cancel an active transaction in response 
to encountering an error in the RECON data set. 

19. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the conversion mod 
ule converts access to the RECON data set in response to a 
detect module detecting an error indirectly by examining 
return results from an intermediary application interfacing 
With the RECON data set. 
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