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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR REQUESTING 
A RESOURCE OVER AT LEAST ONE 

NETWORK WITH REDUCED OVERHEAD 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to systems and 
methods for requesting a resource over at least one netWork 
and, more particularly, relates to systems and methods for 
requesting a resource With reduced overhead. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Devices communicating over netWorks such as the Internet 
can utiliZe any of a number of different transport protocols 
including, for example, the Hypertext Transfer Protocol 
(HTTP) version 1.1, as such is described in the Internet Engi 
neering Task Force (IETF) request for comment document 
RFC 2616, entitled: Hypertext Transfer Protocol *HTTP/ 
1.1, the contents of Which are hereby incorporated by refer 
ence in its entirety. The overhead of transport protocols such 
as HTTP is not vieWed as a problem for Wireline netWork 
communications. HoWever, the same overhead is often 
vieWed as a major performance burden in the Wireless envi 
ronment, Which is far more sensitive to the amount of trans 
mitted data. 
When transmitting small packets of data, transport proto 

cols such as HTTP can be sWamped by the overhead associ 
ated With the inclusion of HTTP meta-data, as such may be 
included Within ?elds of request headers. For example, a 
typical Wireless device may send upWards of 800-900 bytes of 
request header information in each HTTP transaction. And 
such header information may represent 75% or more of the 
transmitted data in an HTTP request. As Will be appreciated, 
a request header may include ?elds of information that de?ne 
acceptable responses to the requests, including the media 
types, character sets, content codings, sets of preferred natu 
ral languages, and byte ranges of acceptable responses. In this 
regard, many request header ?elds typically do not change 
from request to request While in a broWsing or other netWork 
communication session. The problem is that repeatedly trans 
mitting the same data in a broWsing or other netWork com 
munication session makes the use of HTTP, When sending 
small packets, sloW When compared to other transmission 
protocols such as the Wireless Session Protocol (WSP). As 
Will be appreciated, the crossover point at Which HTTP 
begins to outperform WSP is typically When the total packet 
siZe of transmitted data is at least approximately 10K bytes. 
HoWever, most packets in the Wireless environment are 
smaller then 10 K bytes. 
One technique for client devices, such as Wireless mobile 

stations, to reduce the overhead associated With request 
header ?elds in HTTP transmissions is to cache such headers 
during a communication session betWeen client devices. For 
example, protocols such as Wireless Application Protocol 
(WAP) and Wireless Session Protocol (WSP) de?ne clients 
and servers communicating in discrete communication ses 
sions. In initiating a communication session, a client may 
send a number of header ?elds to a server or proxy. The header 

?elds may then be cached by the other system element(s) for 
reference during the communication session. Such a tech 
nique is adequate for reducing the overhead of HTTP trans 
missions, but techniques such as those speci?ed by WAP and 
WSP are based upon communication sessions betWeen cli 
ents and servers. In this regard, to initiate each subsequent 
communication session betWeen the same client and server, 
the initiating client must send the header ?elds to the respond 
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2 
ing client or proxy, With the other system element(s) again 
caching the header ?elds for the respective communication 
session. 
Another typical Way for client devices to eliminate the 

overhead associated With request header ?elds in HTTP trans 
missions, such as those de?ning acceptable responses, is sim 
ply not to send them. In lieu of conventional request header 
?elds that de?ne the content that is acceptable to a client 
device, the client device may send HTTP requests including a 
single Accept header that accepts everything (i.e., */*). And 
Whereas such a technique is adequate to reduce the overhead 
associated With HTTP transmissions, such a technique has 
drawbacks. In this regard, by accepting all content to the 
client device, the client device Will often receive content that 
it cannot process. In such instances, much, if not all, of the 
savings associated With small headers is lost When content is 
transmitted to the terminal that must then be rejected. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In light of the foregoing background, embodiments of the 
present invention provide improved systems, methods and 
computer program products for requesting resources over at 
least one netWork. More particularly, according to embodi 
ments of the present invention, one or more header ?elds in 
requests from a client may be replaced by a group header 
identi?er. Before the requests are processed, then, the header 
?elds associated With the respective group header identi?ers 
may be identi?ed such that the requests can be processed 
based upon the respective group header identi?ers. Advanta 
geously, the group header identi?er can be transmitted instead 
of the associated header ?elds thereby reducing the overhead 
of messages transmitted over the Wireless link. And as Will be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art, transmitting the group 
header identi?er over a Wireless link can greatly decrease the 
overhead associated With Wireless netWork communication 
that otherWise requires the all associated header ?elds to be 
transmitted over the Wireless link. By reducing the overhead 
of messages, netWork communication can occur Without the 
reduction in speed otherWise associated With increased over 
head. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, a system 
is provided for requesting a resource over at least one net 
Work. The system includes a netWork entity, such as a gate 
Way or an origin server, capable of receiving a resource 
request (e.g., HTTP request) for the resource. The resource 
request includes a group header identi?er such that the net 
Work entity is capable of identifying at least one header ?eld 
associated With the group header. By identifying the header 
?elds associated With the group header, the resource request 
can be processed in accordance With the associated header 
?elds. 

Before receiving the resource request, the netWork entity 
can be capable of associating the header ?elds With the group 
header identi?er. More particularly, the netWork entity can be 
capable of receiving an earlier request from a terminal, Where 
the earlier request includes at least one header ?eld and a call 
for associating the at least one header ?eld With a group 
header identi?er. After receiving the earlier request, the net 
Work entity can be capable of associating the header ?elds 
With a group header identi?er, and thereafter sending the 
group header identi?er to the terminal. In addition to associ 
ating the header ?elds With the group header identi?er, the 
netWork entity can be capable of associating the group header 
identi?er With alternative header ?elds. In this regard, the 
netWork entity can be capable of receiving a subsequent 
request from the terminal after sending the group header 
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identi?er to the terminal, Where the subsequent request 
includes the group header identi?er and alternative header 
?elds. Upon receiving the subsequent request, the network 
entity can be capable of associating the alternative header 
?elds With the group header identi?er. 
When the netWork entity comprises a gateWay, the gateWay 

can be capable of substituting the group header identi?er in 
the resource request With the header ?elds associated With the 
group header identi?er after identifying the header ?elds. In 
such instances, the system can also include an origin server 
capable of receiving the resource request including the sub 
stituted header ?elds. And With the resource request including 
the substituted header ?elds, the origin server can process the 
resource request. The system can also include a terminal 
capable of sending the resource request for the resource to the 
netWork entity. Advantageously, the terminal can be capable 
of sending the resource request at least partially over a Wire 
less link. 

According to other aspects of the present invention, a sys 
tem, method and computer program product are provided for 
requesting a resource over at least one netWork, Where the 
system includes a terminal. Embodiments of the present 
invention therefore provide improved systems and methods 
for requesting a resource, Where the request has one or more 
associated header ?elds. In contrast to conventional netWork 
communication techniques, hoWever, the requests include a 
group header identi?er associated With one or more associ 
ated header ?elds, as opposed to the header ?elds. Then, 
before the requests are processed, but typically after the 
requests are at least partially sent over a Wireless link, the 
header ?elds associated With the request can be identi?ed 
based upon the group header identi?er included in the 
request. As such, the systems and methods of embodiments of 
the present invention solve the problems identi?ed by prior 
techniques and provide additional advantages. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Having thus described the invention in general terms, ref 
erence Will noW be made to the accompanying draWings, 
Which are not necessarily draWn to scale, and Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a mobile communications 
system according to one embodiment of the present invention 
including a mobile station and a Base Station/MSC/Inter 
Working function (BMI) to Which the mobile station is bidi 
rectionally coupled through Wireless RF links; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a mobile station according 
to one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 3A and 3B are ?oWcharts illustrating various steps in 
a method of requesting a resource in accordance With one 
embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 4 is a ?owchart illustrating various steps in a method 
of requesting a resource in accordance With another embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention noW Will be described more fully 
hereinafter With reference to the accompanying draWings, in 
Which preferred embodiments of the invention are shoWn. 
This invention may, hoWever, be embodied in many different 
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi 
ments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are pro 
vided so that this disclosure Will be thorough and complete, 
and Will fully convey the scope of the invention to those 
skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements through 
out. 
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4 
Referring to FIG. 1, an illustration of one type of terminal 

and system that Would bene?t from the present invention is 
provided. The system, terminal and method of the present 
invention Will be primarily described in conjunction With 
mobile communications applications. It should be under 
stood, hoWever, that the system and method of the present 
invention can be utiliZed in conjunction With a variety of other 
applications, both in the mobile communications industries 
and outside of the mobile communications industries. For 
example, the system and method of the present invention can 
be utiliZed in conjunction With Wireline and/or Wireless net 
Work (e.g., Internet) applications including communicating 
in accordance With the Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP). 
As shoWn, a terminal 10 may include an antenna 12 for 

transmitting signals to and for receiving signals from a base 
site or base station (BS) 14. The base station is a part of a 
cellular netWork that includes elements required to operate 
the netWork, such as a mobile sWitching center (MSC) 16. As 
Well knoWn to those skilled in the art, the cellular netWork 
may also be referred to as a Base Station/MSC/InterWorking 
function (BMI) 18. In operation, the MSC is capable of rout 
ing calls and messages to and from the terminal When the 
terminal is making and receiving calls. The MSC also pro 
vides a connection to landline trunks When the terminal is 
involved in a call. Further, the MSC can, but need not, be 
coupled to a server GTW 20 (GateWay). 
The MSC 16 can be coupled to a netWork, such as a local 

area netWork (LAN), a metropolitan area netWork (MAN), 
and/or a Wide area netWork (WAN). The MSC can be coupled 
to the netWork directly, or if the system includes a GTW 20 (as 
shoWn), the MSC can be coupled to the netWork via the GTW. 
In one typical embodiment, for example, the MSC is coupled 
to the GTW, and the GTW is coupled to a WAN, such as the 
Internet 22. In turn, devices such as processing elements (e. g., 
personal computers, server computers or the like) can be 
coupled to the terminal 10 via the Internet. For example, the 
processing elements can include one or more processing ele 
ments associated With an origin server 24. Additionally, the 
netWork may be coupled to one or more Wireless access points 
(APs) 25, Which may be Wirelessly coupled to one or more 
terminals 10. By directly or indirectly connecting the termi 
nals and the other devices (e. g., origin server) to the Internet, 
the terminals can communicate With the other devices and 
With one another, such as according to the Hypertext Transfer 
Protocol (HTTP), to thereby carry out various functions of the 
terminal. 

Various of the elements of the system, including the termi 
nal 10, GTW 20 and/or origin server 24 can comprise any of 
a number of different processing devices, systems or the like 
capable of operating in accordance With embodiments of the 
present invention. For example, the terminal, GTW and/or 
origin servers can generally include a processor connected to 
a memory, and may include a user interface comprising ele 
ments such as a display and/or a user input interface (e.g., 
keyboard, mouse or the like) coupled to the processor. The 
memory typically stores instructions for the processor to per 
form steps associated With operating the respective element in 
accordance With embodiments of the present invention. Also, 
as a GTW and/or origin server, the memory may store a local 
database containing, for example, stored request header ?eld 
groups, as described further beloW. In addition, as an origin 
server, the memory can store resources, including for 
example, electronic text, audio, video and/or multimedia 
?les, that may be retrieved, such as by terminals. The memory 
can store the resources in any of a number of different man 
ners, such as at unique memory locations that may be identi 
?ed by ?le paths, such as those that may be included Within a 
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uniform resource identi?er (URI), for example. The user 
interface can include any of a number of known elements, 
such as a display and/or a user input interface (e.g., keyboard, 
mouse or the like), both of Which are coupled to the processor. 

Reference is noW draWn to FIG. 2, Which illustrates a block 
diagram of one type of terminal 10, a mobile station, that 
Would bene?t from the present invention. It should be under 
stood, hoWever, that the mobile station illustrated and here 
inafter described is merely illustrative of one type of terminal 
that Would bene?t from the present invention and, therefore, 
should not be taken to limit the scope of the present invention. 
While several embodiments of the mobile station are illus 
trated and Will be hereinafter described for purposes of 
example, other types of terminals, such as pagers, personal 
computers, laptop computers, personal digital assistants 
(PDAs) and other types of voice and text communications 
systems, can readily employ the present invention. In this 
regard, the terminal any of a number of different terminals 
that include a processing element or controller, and that are 
capable of communicating over the Internet 22 either directly 
or indirectly, such as via the Wireless access point 25 and/or 
the BMI 18. 
As shoWn, the mobile station includes a transmitter 26, a 

receiver 28, and a controller 30 that provides signals to and 
receives signals from the transmitter and receiver, respec 
tively. These signals include signaling information in accor 
dance With the air interface standard of the applicable cellular 
system, and also user speech and/or user generated data. In 
this regard, the mobile station can be capable of operating 
With one or more air interface standards, communication 
protocols, modulation types, and access types. More particu 
larly, the mobile station can be capable of operating in accor 
dance With any of a number of ?rst generation (1G), second 
generation (2G), 2.5G and/or third-generation (3G) commu 
nication protocols or the like. For example, the mobile station 
may be capable of operating in accordance With 2G Wireless 
communication protocols IS-136 (TDMA), GSM, and IS-95 
(CDMA). Some narroW-band AMPS (NAMPS), as Well as 
TACS, mobile terminals may also bene?t from the teaching of 
this invention, as should dual or higher mode phones (e.g., 
digital/analog or TDMA/CDMA/analog phones). 

It is understood that the controller 30 includes the circuitry 
required for implementing the audio and logic functions of 
the mobile station. For example, the controller may be com 
prised of a digital signal processor device, a microprocessor 
device, and various analog to digital converters, digital to 
analog converters, and other support circuits. The control and 
signal processing functions of the mobile station are allocated 
betWeen these devices according to their respective capabili 
ties. Further, the controller may include the functionally to 
operate one or more softWare programs, Which may be stored 
in memory (described beloW). For example, the controller 
may be capable of operating a connectivity program, such as 
a conventional Web broWser. The connectivity program may 
then alloW the mobile station to transmit and receive Web 
content, such as according to HTTP, for example. 

The mobile station also comprises a user interface 32 that 
may include a conventional earphone or speaker, a ringer, a 
microphone, a display, and a user input interface, all of Which 
are coupled to the controller 30. The user input interface, 
Which alloWs the mobile station to receive data, can comprise 
any of a number of devices alloWing the mobile station to 
receive data, such as a keypad, a touch display (not shoWn) or 
other input device. In embodiments including a keypad, the 
keypad includes the conventional numeric (0-9) and related 
keys (#, *), and other keys used for operating the mobile 
station. 
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6 
The mobile station can also include memory, such as a 

subscriber identity module (SIM) 34, a removable user iden 
tity module (R-UIM) or the like, Which typically stores infor 
mation elements related to a mobile subscriber. In addition to 
the SIM, the mobile station can include other memory. In this 
regard, the mobile station can include volatile memory 36, 
such as volatile Random Access Memory (RAM) including a 
cache area for the temporary storage of data. The mobile 
station can also include other non-volatile memory 38, Which 
can be embedded and/or may be removable. The memories 
can store any of a number of pieces of information, and data, 
used by the mobile station to implement the functions of the 
mobile station. For example, the memories can include an 
identi?er, such as an international mobile equipment identi 
?cation (IMEI) code, capable of uniquely identifying the 
mobile station, such as to the MSC 16. 

To request a resource from a host, such as an origin server 
24, a terminal 10 may send a request message, such as an 
HTTP request message, to the respective origin server iden 
tifying the resource at the respective location. The terminal 
can send the request message directly to the respective origin 
server, or in embodiments including the GTW 20, the termi 
nal can send the request message to the GTW, Which in turn, 
can forWard the request message to the origin server. 

Irrespective of hoW the terminal 10 sends, and the host 
(e.g., origin server 24) receives, a resource request, various 
request header ?elds are included Within request messages 
from client devices (e.g., terminals) to de?ne acceptable 
responses to the requests. For example, HTTP de?nes a num 
ber of header ?elds that are included in a resource request 
from a client to a host. In this regard, for a description of 
HTTP header ?elds in accordance With version 1.1 of HTTP, 
see IETF RFC 2616, entitled: Hypertext Transfer Prolocoli 
H T T P/ 1 .1, the contents of Which are hereby incorporated by 
reference in its entirety. 
As an example, consider the folloWing HTTP request pre 

pared in accordance With HTTP 1.1: 
GET /path/?le.html HTTP/1.1 
Host: WWW.domain.com 
Accept: audio/*; q:0.2, audio/basic 
Accept-Charset: iso-8859-5, unicode-1-1; q:0.8 
Accept-Encoding: * 
Accept-Languages: da, en-gb; q:0.8, en; q:0.7 
Range: 0-499. 

In the example, “GET” speci?es the operation to be per 
formed on a resource, “/path/?le.html” speci?es the 
requested path (i.e., “/path/”) and the resource (i.e., “?le 
.html”), and “HTTP/1 .1” speci?es the HTTP version of the 
request. Also, “Host” speci?es the netWork location (i.e., 
“WWW.domain.com”) of the resource. In addition, the header 
?eld “Accept” de?nes the media types (i.e., audio/*; q:0.2, 
audio/basic) of acceptable responses; “Accept-Charset” 
de?nes the character sets (i.e., iso-8859-5, Unicode-1-1; 
q:0.8) of acceptable responses; and “Accept-Encoding” 
de?nes acceptable content codings (i.e., With “*” indicating 
all available content coding not explicitly listed in the header 
?eld). Further, the header ?eld “Accept-Languages” de?nes 
the sets of preferred natural languages (i.e., “da, en-gb; q-0.8, 
en; q:0.7) of acceptable responses; and “Range” speci?es the 
byte ranges (i.e., 0-499) of acceptable responses. 
As indicated in the background section, When transmitting 

data, particularly small packets of data, transport protocols 
such as HTTP can be sWamped by the overhead associated 
With the inclusion of HTTP meta-data, as such may be 
included Within request header ?elds. As also indicated in the 
background section, many request header ?elds typically do 
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not change from request to request while in a browsing or 
other network communication session. As such, as explained 
in more detail below, in accordance with embodiments of the 
present invention, a network entity (e.g., GTW 20, origin 
server 24) is capable of receiving, from a client device (e.g., 
terminal 10), a resource request (e. g., HTTP resource request) 
including a header with one or more header ?elds. 

After receiving the resource request, the network entity can 
group one or more header ?elds that are “atomic” or 

unchangeable within the respective group, and thereafter 
associate the group with a group header identi?er, and store 
the group. The unchangeable header ?elds can comprise any 
of a number of header ?elds in the resource request, as such 
may be predetermined or identi?ed in the resource request. 
For example, the unchangeable header ?elds can be predeter 
mined to comprise Accept header ?elds within a resource 
request, or can be identi?ed in the resource request. 

Irrespective of the header ?elds associated with the group 
header identi?er, the network entity can send the group 
header identi?er to the client device such that the client device 
can send subsequent resource requests that include the group 
header identi?er as opposed to the header ?elds of the respec 
tive group. Upon receiving the subsequent resource requests, 
the network entity can identify the header ?elds in the group 
associated with the group header identi?er based upon the 
group header identi?er. Thereafter, in embodiments in which 
the network entity comprises an origin server 24, the subse 
quent resource requests can be processed in accordance with 
the respective header ?elds. Alternatively, in embodiments in 
which the network entity comprises a GTW 20, the GTW, as 
opposed to the origin server, can substitute the group header 
identi?ers in the requests with the header ?elds associated 
with the respective group header identi?ers in the same man 
ner. The GTW can then send the subsequent requests with the 
header ?elds to an origin server, which can thereafter process 
the resource requests in accordance with the respective 
header ?elds. 

Referring now to FIGS. 3A and 3B, a method for request 
ing a resource will now be described in accordance with 
embodiments of the present invention. As shown and 
described, a client comprising a terminal 10 requests a 
resource from a host comprising an origin server 24, where 
the request is formatted in accordance with HTTP. It should 
be understood, however, that the client need not comprise a 
terminal, the ho st need not comprise an origin server, and the 
client and host need not communicate in accordance with 
HTTP. In this regard, the client can comprise any of a number 
of different devices capable of requesting a resource, and the 
host can comprise any of a number of different devices 
capable of providing the requested resource. Also, as shown 
and described in FIGS. 3A and 3B, the resource request from 
the terminal passes to a GTW 20, which can perform one or 
more operations on the request in accordance with embodi 
ments of the present invention, and thereafter pass the 
resource request to the origin server. It should be understood, 
however, that the resource request need not pass through the 
GTW. In such instances, as shown and described below with 
reference to FIG. 4, the resource request can pass directly to 
the origin server, which performs the operations on the 
request otherwise performed by the GTW. 

To request for a resource, as shown in block 50, the termi 
nal 10 sends an HTTP request to the GTW 20 which, as shown 
in FIG. 1, can pass at least partially over a wireless link. The 
request can include any of a number of different elements in 
accordance with the appropriate transport protocol, such as 
HTTP. In this regard, the request can include one or more 
header ?elds, such as those described above. In addition to the 
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8 
conventional elements of such as request, however, the 
request can also include a call for associating a group of one 
or more header ?elds with a group header identi?er, if a group 
header identi?er is to be constructed or supplied. In lieu of 
such a call, the request can include a group header identi?er 
associated with a group of one or more header ?elds if a group 
header identi?er already exists. Further, the request need not 
include either a group header identi?er or a call for a group 
header identi?er, in which case the request is typically pro 
cessed in a conventional manner. 

The call or group header identi?er can be included in the 
request in any of a number of different manners, such as by 
including the call or group header identi?er as an additional 
request header. For example, the request can include the 
header “X-Intern-Group:<ID#>.” In the preceding example, 
“X-Intern-Group” indicates that the request includes or 
requests a group header identi?er, and “<ID#>” represents a 
placeholder for a value that comprises either a group header 
identi?er, or indicates that the header de?nes a call for asso 
ciating a group of header ?elds with a group header identi?er. 
In this regard, when the header de?nes a call, “<ID#>” can 
comprise a prede?ned value, such as Zero, interpreted as a 
call. As an example, the header “X-Intem-Group:l423,” 
indicates that the request includes a group header identi?er, 
and that the group header identi?er is “1423.” As another 
example, the header “X-Intern-Group:0” indicates that the 
request includes a call for a group header identi?er to be 
associated with a group of one or more header ?elds. 

The group header identi?er can be associated with a group 
of header ?elds that, as indicated above, typically do not 
change from request to request while in a browsing or other 
network communication session. According to HTTP, for 
example, the group header identi?er can be associated with 
Accept header ?elds (i.e., Accept, Accept-Charset, Accept 
Encoding and Accept-Languages) and a Range header ?eld. 
As will be appreciated, however, in various instances the 
terminal 10 may desire to specify which header ?elds to 
associate with a group header identi?er. In such instances, the 
request can identify those ?elds to be grouped, such as by 
enclosing the header ?elds within delimiters, tags or the like. 
As shown in block 52, after receiving the request, the GTW 

20 can determine if the request includes a call for associating 
a group of header ?elds with a group header identi?er, 
includes a group header identi?er (ID), or does not include 
either a call or a group header identi?er. If the request does not 
include either a call or a group header identi?er, the GTW can 
send the request to the origin server 24, as shown in block 70 
of FIG. 3B. Once the origin server receives the request, the 
origin server can process the request based upon the header 
?elds, and thereafter send a response to the terminal 10, as 
shown in block 72. The response can be sent to the terminal in 
any of a number of different manners, such as in accordance 
with the same transport protocol as the request (e.g., HTTP). 
Also, whereas the response can be sent to the terminal inde 
pendent of the GTW, in one embodiment the response is sent 
to the terminal via the GTW. 

If the response includes a call for a group header identi?er, 
the GTW 20 can associate a group of one or more header 

?elds in the request with a group header identi?er, as shown 
in block 54. Thereafter, the GTW can store the header ?elds in 
memory, such as in a database of header ?elds, as shown in 
block 56. The GTW can store the group of header ?elds in any 
of a number of different manners such that the group of 
header ?elds can be recalled, looked up or otherwise identi 
?ed based upon the associated group header identi?er. 
At any time after receiving the request, but typically after 

associating the group of header ?elds with a group header 
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identi?er, the GTW 20 can send the request, including the 
group of headers associated With the group header identi?er 
to the origin server 24, as shoWn in block 58. Thereafter, as 
illustrated in block 60, the origin server can process the 
request in accordance With the format of the request, e.g., 
HTTP. After processing the request, the origin server can send 
a response to the terminal 1 0, Where the response may include 
the requested resource. Before the response reaches the ter 
minal, hoWever, the response can pass through the GTW. In 
this regard, When the GTW receives the response, the GTW 
can insert the group header identi?er in the response, as 
shoWn inblock 62. The group header identi?er can be inserted 
into the response in any of a number of different manners. In 
one embodiment, for example, the group header identi?er is 
inserted into the response as an additional response header in 
a response message to the terminal. For example, the response 
message can include the header “X-Intem 
Response:<ID#>.” In the preceding example, “X-Intem-Re 
sponse” indicates that the response message includes a group 
header identi?er, and “<ID#>” represents a placeholder for 
the group header identi?er. For example, the header “X-In 
tern-Response:l423,” indicates that the response includes a 
group header identi?er, and that the group header identi?er is 
“1423.” 
By receiving the group header identi?er, the terminal 10 

can send subsequent requests, typically during the same 
broWsing or communication session, that include the group 
header identi?er Without including the group of header ?elds 
associated With the group header identi?er. In this regard, if 
the GTW 20 receives a request that includes a group header 
identi?er (see block 52), the GTW can identify the group of 
header ?elds associated With the group header identi?er, as 
shoWn in block 66 of FIG. 3B. The GTW can identify the 
group of header ?elds in any of a number of different man 
ners, such as by performing a lookup of the header ?elds in 
memory based upon the group header identi?er. 

After identifying the group of header ?elds, the GTW 20 
can substitute the group header identi?er in the request With 
the associated group of header ?elds, as shoWn in block 68. 
Then, the GTW can send the request including the header 
?elds to the origin server 24, as shoWn in block 70. Once the 
origin server receives the request, as before When the request 
did not include either a call or a group header identi?er, the 
origin server can process the request based upon the header 
?elds, and thereafter send a response to the terminal 10, as 
shoWn in block 72. 
As shoWn in FIG. 4 and described above, the GTW 20 can 

receive the request from the terminal 10, and operate based 
upon a call for associating a group of header ?elds With a 
group header identi?er, or based upon group header identi?er, 
included in the request (if either are included). It should be 
understood that, as indicated above, the system need not 
include a GTW, or the GTW need not operate in accordance 
With a call or group header identi?er included in the request. 
As shoWn in FIG. 4, for example, the origin server 24 can 
receive a request from the GTW or the terminal, Where the 
request includes a call or group header identi?er, as shoWn in 
block 74, that has been merely passed along by the GTW. 
Thereafter, the origin server can perform operations in accor 
dance With either, such as in a manner described above With 
respect to the GTW. 
More particularly, as shoWn in block 75, after receiving the 

request, the origin server 24 can determine if the request 
includes a call for associating a group of header ?elds With a 
group header identi?er, includes a group header identi?er 
(ID), or does not include either a call or a group header 
identi?er. If the request does not include either a call or a 
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10 
group header identi?er, the origin server can process the 
request based upon the header ?elds, and thereafter send a 
response to the terminal 10, as shoWn in blocks 76 and 92. If 
the response includes a call for a group header identi?er, 
hoWever, the origin server can associate a group of one or 
more header ?elds in the request With a group header identi 
?er, as shoWn in block 78. Thereafter, the origin server can 
store the header ?elds in memory, such as in a database of 
header ?elds, as shoWn in block 80. At any time after receiv 
ing the request, but typically after associating the header 
?elds With a group header identi?er, the origin server can 
process the request, such as in accordance With the format of 
the request (e. g., HTTP), as shoWn in block 82. Before send 
ing the response to the terminal, hoWever, the origin server 
can insert the group header identi?er in the response, as 
shoWn in block 84, such as in a manner described above. 
Then, the origin server can send the response, including the 
group header identi?er, to the terminal, as shoWn in block 92. 
As before, by receiving the group header identi?er, the 

terminal 10 can send subsequent requests, typically during 
the same broWsing or communication session, that include 
the group header identi?er Without including the group of 
header ?elds associated With the group header identi?er. In 
this regard, in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4, if the origin 
server 24 receives a request that includes a group header 
identi?er (see block 75), the origin server can identify the 
associated group of header ?elds, as shoWn in block 86. After 
identifying the group of header ?elds, the origin server can 
process the request based upon the header ?elds associated 
With the group header identi?er. In this regard, the origin 
server can, but need not, substitute the group header identi?er 
in the request With the group of header ?elds associated With 
the group header identi?er, as shoWn in block 88. Then, the 
origin server can process the request based upon the header 
?elds, and thereafter send a response to the terminal, as shoWn 
in blocks 90 and 92. 
As Will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, the GTW 

20 or origin server 24 can store the group of header ?elds 
associated With the group header identi?ers for an inde?nite 
period of time. In one advantageous embodiment, hoWever, 
the GTW or origin server stores the group of header ?elds 
until communication closes betWeen the terminal 10 and the 
origin server, or until the terminal ends a broWsing session. 
Additionally, or alternatively, the GTW or origin server can 
store the group of header ?elds for a predetermined period of 
time. The predetermined period of time can be measured in 
any of a number of different manners. For example, the pre 
determined period of time can be measured from the time the 
GTW or origin server associates the header ?elds With the 
group header identi?er. Additionally, or alternatively, the pre 
determined period of time can be measured from the time the 
GTW or origin server last received a request including the 
group header identi?er, or the time the GTW or origin server 
sent the group header identi?er to the terminal. 
As Will also be appreciated by those skilled in the art, in 

various instances, the terminal 10 may desire to overwrite the 
values of one or more of the header ?elds, or overWrite one or 

more header ?elds, associated With a given group header 
identi?er. In such instances, the terminal can send a request to 
the GTW 20 or origin server 24 that includes the group header 
identi?er. In addition to the group header identi?er, hoWever, 
the request includes an alternative group of one or more 
header ?elds that the terminal desires to associate With the 
group header identi?er. Upon receiving such a request, the 
GTW or origin server can interpret the group header identi?er 
and header ?elds as a desire on the part of the terminal to 
overWrite the header ?elds currently associated With the 
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group header identi?er to thereby associate the header ?elds 
in the request With the group header identi?er. 
As described above, the GTW 20 or origin server 24 can 

insert the group header identi?er in the response to the request 
When the request included a call for a group of header ?elds to 
be associated With a group header identi?er. It should be 
understood, hoWever, that the GTW or origin server can send 
the group header identi?er to the terminal 10 in any of a 
number of different manners. For example, after associating 
the group of header ?elds With the group header identi?er, the 
GTW or origin server can send a response to the request that 
includes the group header identi?er, such as in a header ?eld 
as described above. The terminal can thereafter resend the 
request for the resource, Where the request includes the group 
header identi?erWithout the group of header ?elds associated 
With the group header identi?er. The GTW or origin server 
can then receive the request including the group header iden 
ti?er, and operate in a manner such as that described above. 
Alternatively, the GTW or origin server can send the group 
header identi?er to the terminal, and Without the terminal 
resending the request, send the request including the group of 
header ?elds to the origin server 24 if the GTW or process the 
request if the origin server. The origin server can then 
respond, such as in a manner described above. 
As also described above, the GTW 20 or origin server 24 

can determine Whether the request includes a call for associ 
ating one or more header ?elds With a group header identi?er, 
includes a group header identi?er, or does not include either 
a call or a group header identi?er. It should be understood, 
hoWever, that in various instances a GTW or origin server 
may not be capable of interpreting a call or a group header 
identi?er, or may not understand a group header identi?er as 
being associated With a group of header ?elds. In such 
instances, the GTW or origin server may respond in any of a 
number of different manners. For example, if the GTW or 
origin server is not capable of interpreting a call, the GTW or 
origin server can respond in the same manner as if the request 
did not include either a call or a group header identi?er. Also, 
for example, if the GTW or origin server receives a group 
header identi?er not understood to be associated With a group 
of header ?elds, the GTW or origin server can respond by 
sending an error message (e.g., HTTP 406iNot Acceptable) 
to the terminal 10. Alternatively, if the origin server is capable 
of processing the request Without the header ?elds that Would 
otherWise be associated With the group header identi?er, the 
request can be processed by the origin server Without a group 
of header ?elds that Would otherWise be associated With the 
group header identi?er. 

According to various embodiments of the present inven 
tion, the system, terminal 10, GTW 20 and/or origin server 24 
of embodiments of the present invention generally operate 
under control of a computer program product. The computer 
program product for performing the methods of embodiments 
of the present invention includes a computer-readable storage 
medium, such as the non-volatile storage medium, and com 
puter-readable program code portions, such as a series of 
computer instructions, embodied in the computer-readable 
storage medium. 

In this regard, FIGS. 3A, 3B and 4 are ?oWcharts of meth 
ods, systems and program products according to the inven 
tion. It Will be understood that each block or step of the 
?oWcharts, and combinations of blocks or steps in the How 
charts, can be implemented by computer program instruc 
tions. These computer program instructions may be loaded 
onto a computer or other programmable apparatus, such as 
the GTW 20, to produce a machine, such that the instructions 
Which execute on the computer or other programmable appa 
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ratus create means for implementing the functions speci?ed 
in the ?oWcharts block(s) or step(s). These computer program 
instructions may also be stored in a computer-readable 
memory that can direct a computer or other programmable 
apparatus to function in a particular manner, such that the 
instructions stored in the computer-readable memory pro 
duce an article of manufacture including instruction means 
Which implement the function speci?ed in the ?oWcharts 
block(s) or step(s). The computer program instructions may 
also be loaded onto a computer or other programmable appa 
ratus to cause a series of operational steps to be performed on 
the computer or other programmable apparatus to produce a 
computer implemented process such that the instructions 
Which execute on the computer or other programmable appa 
ratus provide steps for implementing the functions speci?ed 
in the ?oWcharts block(s) or step(s). 

Accordingly, blocks or steps of the ?oWcharts support 
combinations of means for performing the speci?ed func 
tions, combinations of steps for performing the speci?ed 
functions and program instruction means for performing the 
speci?ed functions. It Will also be understood that each block 
or step of the ?oWcharts, and combinations of blocks or steps 
in the ?oWcharts, can be implemented by special purpose 
hardWare-based computer systems Which perform the speci 
?ed functions or steps, or combinations of special purpose 
hardWare and computer instructions. 
Many modi?cations and other embodiments of the inven 

tion Will come to mind to one skilled in the art to Which this 
invention pertains having the bene?t of the teachings pre 
sented in the foregoing descriptions and the associated draW 
ings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the invention is not 
to be limited to the speci?c embodiments disclosed and that 
modi?cations and other embodiments are intended to be 
included Within the scope of the appended claims. Although 
speci?c terms are employed herein, they are used in a generic 
and descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising: 
receiving a resource request for a resource at a netWork 

entity, the resource request including a group header 
identi?er; 

identifying at least one header ?eld associated With the 
group header identi?er at the netWork entity; and 

processing the resource request in accordance With the at 
least one header ?eld associated With the group header 
identi?er, Wherein before receiving the resource request 
for the resource, the method comprises: 

associating the at least one header ?eld With the group 
header identi?er at the netWork entity, Wherein associ 
ating the at least one header ?eld With the group header 
identi?er comprises: 
receiving an earlier request at the netWork entity from a 

terminal, the earlier request including at least one 
header ?eld and a call for associating the at least one 
header ?eld With a group header identi?er; 

associating the at least one header ?eld With a group 
header identi?er; and 

sending the group header identi?er to the terminal, 
Wherein the netWork entity is otherWise con?gured, in 

instances in Which a resource request is received Without 
a group header identi?er or call, to process the resource 
request independent of any group header identi?er or 
Without associating any header ?eld With any group 
header identi?er, and Wherein the method further com 
prises: 

receiving a subsequent request at the netWork entity from 
the terminal after sending the group header identi?er to 
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the terminal, the subsequent request including the group 
header identi?er and an alternative at least one header 
?eld: and 

replacing the at least one header ?eld associated with the 
group header identi?er to thereby associate the alterna 
tive at least one header ?eld with the group header iden 
ti?er. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the network 
entity comprises an origin server, and wherein processing the 
resource request comprises processing the resource request at 
the origin server. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein the network 
entity comprises a gateway, wherein the method further com 
prises: 

substituting the group header identi?er in the resource 
request with the at least one header ?eld associated with 
the group header identi?er after identifying the at least 
one header ?eld; and 

sending the resource request including the substituted at 
least one header ?eld to an origin server, 

and wherein processing the resource request comprises 
processing the resource request at the origin server. 

4. A method according to claim 1 further comprising: 
sending the resource request for the resource to the network 

entity from a terminal before receiving the resource 
request, wherein sending the resource request comprises 
sending the resource request to the network entity at 
least partially over a wireless link. 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein associating the 
at least one header ?eld comprises associating the at least one 
header ?eld and at least one respective value with the group 
header identi?er, and wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving a subsequent request at the network entity from 
the terminal after sending the group header identi?er to 
the terminal, the subsequent request including the group 
header identi?er and at least one associated header ?eld 
with an alternative at least one respective value; and 

replacing the at least one value of the at least one header 
?eld associated with the group header identi?er to 
thereby associate the at least one header ?eld and the 
alternative at least one respective value with the group 
header identi?er. 

6. An apparatus comprising: 
a processor con?gured to receive a resource request for the 

resource, the resource request including a group header 
identi?er, wherein the processor is con?gured to identify 
at least one header ?eld associated with the group header 
identi?er such that the resource request can be processed 
in accordance with the at least one header ?eld associ 
ated with the group header identi?er, 

wherein the processor is con?gured to associate the at least 
one header ?eld with the group header identi?er before 
receiving the resource request for the resource, wherein 
the processor is con?gured to receive an earlier request 
from a terminal, the earlier request including at least one 
header ?eld and a call for associating the at least one 
header ?eld with a group header identi?er, wherein the 
processor is con?gured to associate the at least one 
header ?eld with a group header identi?er, and thereafter 
send the group header identi?er to the terminal, 

wherein the processor is otherwise con?gured, in instances 
in which a resource request is received without a group 
header identi?er or call, to process the resource request 
independent of any group header identi?er or without 
associating any header ?eld with any group header iden 
ti?er, and 
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14 
wherein the processor is con?gured to receive a sub sequent 

request from the terminal after sending the group header 
identi?er to the terminal, the subsequent request includ 
ing the group header identi?er and an alternative at least 
one header ?eld, and wherein the processor is con?gured 
to replace the at least one header ?eld associated with the 
group header identi?er to thereby associate the altema 
tive at least one header ?eld with the group header iden 
ti?er. 

7. An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the appara 
tus comprises an origin server. 

8. An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the appara 
tus comprises a gateway, wherein the processor is con?gured 
to substitute the group header identi?er in the resource 
request with the at least one header ?eld associated with the 
group header identi?er after identifying the at least one 
header ?eld, the resource request including the substituted at 
least one header ?eld being con?gured for receipt and pro 
cessing by an origin server. 

9. An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the proces 
sor is con?gured to receive the resource request for the 
resource from a terminal at least partially over a wireless link. 

10. An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the proces 
sor is con?gured to associate the at least one header ?eld and 
at least one respective value with the group header identi?er, 

wherein the processor is further con?gured to receive a 
sub sequent request at the network entity from the termi 
nal after sending the group header identi?er to the ter 
minal, the subsequent request including the group 
header identi?er and at least one associated header ?eld 
with an alternative at least one respective value, and 

wherein the processor is con?gured to replace the at least 
one value of the at least one header ?eld associated with 
the group header identi?er to thereby associate the at 
least one header ?eld and the alternative at least one 
respective value with the group header identi?er. 

11. An apparatus comprising: 
a processor con?gured to send a resource request for the 

resource to a network entity, the resource request includ 
ing a group header identi?er, wherein the processor is 
con?gured to send the resource request such that the 
network entity can identify at least one header ?eld 
associated with the group header identi?er, and such that 
the resource request can be processed in accordance 
with the at least one header ?eld associated with the 
group header identi?er, 

wherein the processor is con?gured to call for the network 
entity to associate the at least one header ?eld with the 
group header identi?er before sending the resource 
request for the resource, wherein the processor is con 
?gured to send an earlier request to the network entity, 
the earlier request including at least one header ?eld and 
a call for associating the at least one header ?eld with a 
group header identi?er, wherein the processor is con?g 
ured to send the earlier request such that the network 
entity associates the at least one header ?eld with a group 
header identi?er, and thereafter sends the group header 
identi?er to the terminal, 

wherein the network entity is otherwise con?gured, in 
instances in which a resource request is received without 
a group header identi?er or call, to process the resource 
request independent of any group header identi?er or 
without associating any header ?eld with any group 
header identi?er, and 

wherein the processor is con?gured to send a subsequent 
request to the network entity after the network entity 
sends the group header identi?er to the processor, the 
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sub sequent request including the group header identi?er 
and an alternative at least one header ?eld, and Wherein 
the processor is con?gured to send the subsequent 
request such that the netWork entity replaces the at least 
one header ?eld associated With the group header iden 
ti?er to thereby associate the alternative at least one 
header ?eld With the group header identi?er. 

12. An apparatus according to claim 11, Wherein the pro 
cessor is con?gured to send the resource request to a netWork 
entity comprising an origin server such that the origin server 
can process the resource request. 

13. An apparatus according to claim 11, Wherein the pro 
cessor is con?gured to send the resource request to a netWork 
entity comprising a gateWay such that the gateWay can sub 
stitute the group header identi?er in the request With the at 
least one header ?eld associated With the group header iden 
ti?er after identifying the at least one header ?eld, and such 
that the gateWay can send the request including the substi 
tuted at least one header ?eld to an origin server that can 

process the request. 
14. An apparatus according to claim 11, Wherein the pro 

cessor is con?gured to send the resource request for the 
resource to the netWork entity at least partially over a Wireless 
link. 

15. An apparatus according to claim 11, Wherein the pro 
cessor is con?gured to send the earlier request such that the 
netWork entity associates the at least one header ?eld and at 
least one respective value With the group header identi?er, 

Wherein the processor is further con?gured to send a sub 
sequent request to the netWork entity after the netWork 
entity sends the group header identi?er to the terminal, 
the subsequent request including the group header iden 
ti?er and at least one associated header ?eld With an 
alternative at least one respective value, and 

Wherein the processor is con?gured to send the subsequent 
request such that the netWork entity replaces the at least 
one value of the at least one header ?eld associated With 
the group header identi?er to thereby associate the at 
least one header ?eld and the alternative at least one 
respective value With the group header identi?er. 

16. A computer program product comprising a computer 
readable storage medium having computer-readable program 
code portions stored therein, the computer-readable program 
code portions comprising: 

a ?rst executable portion con?gured to receive a resource 
request for the resource at a netWork entity, the resource 
request including a group header identi?er; 

a second executable portion con?gured to identify at least 
one header ?eld associated With the group header iden 
ti?er at the netWork entity; and 

a third executable portion con?gured to process the 
resource request in accordance With the at least one 
header ?eld associated With the group header identi?er, 
Wherein the computer-readable program code portions 
further comprise: 

a fourth executable portion con?gured to associate the at 
least one header ?eld With the group header identi?er at 
the netWork entity, and before the ?rst executable por 
tion receives the resource request for the resource, 
Wherein the fourth executable portion being con?gured 
to associate the at least one header ?eld With the group 
header includes being con?gured to: 
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16 
receive an earlier request at the netWork entity from a 

terminal, the earlier request including at least one 
header ?eld and a call for associating the at least one 
header ?eld With a group header identi?er; 

associate the at least one header ?eld With a group header 

identi?er; and 
send the group header identi?er to the terminal, 

Wherein the netWork entity is otherWise con?gured, in 
instances in Which a resource request is received Without 
a group header identi?er or call, to process the resource 
request independent of any group header identi?er or 
Without associating any header ?eld With any group 
header identi?er, and Wherein the computer-readable 
program code portions further comprise: 

a ?fth executable portion con?gured to receive a subse 
quent request at the netWork entity from the terminal 
after sending the group header identi?er to the terminal, 
the sub sequent request including the group header iden 
ti?er and an alternative at least one header ?eld; and 

a sixth executable portion con?gured to replace the at least 
one header ?eld associated With the group header iden 
ti?er to thereby associate the alternative at least one 
header ?eld With the group header identi?er. 

17. A computer program product according to claim 16, 
Wherein the third executable portion is con?gured to process 
the resource request at an origin server. 

18. A computer program product according to claim 16, 
Wherein the computer-readable program code portions fur 
ther comprise: 

seventh executable portion con?gured to substitute the 
group header identi?er in the resource request With the at 
least one header ?eld associated With the group header 
identi?er after identifying the at least one header ?eld; 
and 

an eighth executable portion con?gured to send the 
resource request including the substituted at least one 
header ?eld to an origin server, 

Wherein the third executable portion is con?gured to pro 
cess the resource request at the origin server. 

19. A computer program product according to claim 16, 
Wherein the ?rst executable portion is con?gured to receive 
the resource request from a terminal at least partially over a 
Wireless link. 

20. A computer program product according to claim 16, 
Wherein the fourth executable portion is con?gured to asso 
ciate the at least one header ?eld and at least one respective 
value With the group header identi?er, and Wherein the com 
puter-readable program code portions comprise: 

seventh executable portion con?gured to receive a subse 
quent request at the netWork entity from the terminal 
after sending the group header identi?er to the terminal, 
the sub sequent request including the group header iden 
ti?er and at least one associated header ?eld With an 
alternative at least one respective value; and 

an eighth executable portion con?gured to replace the at 
least one value of the at least one header ?eld associated 
With the group header identi?er to thereby associate the 
at least one header ?eld and the alternative at least one 
respective value With the group header identi?er. 
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