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(57) ABSTRACT 

A Wind turbine includes an asynchronous generator having a 
rotor and a stator, means for determining an actual torque 
speed curve of the generator, means for determining an actual 
grid frequency, and means for determining a shifted torque 
speed curve in response to the determined actual grid fre 
quency if the determined actual grid frequency is higher than 
a predetermined upper frequency limit or loWer than a prede 
termined loWer frequency limit. The means for determining a 
shifted torque-speed curve is further adapted to determine the 
shifted torque-speed curve such that an increase in the rotor 
Voltage of said generator rotor is counteracted When shifting 
the actual torque-speed curve to the shifted torque-speed 
curve. The Wind turbine further includes means for shifting 
the actual torque-speed curve of the generator to the shifted 
torque-speed curve. 

7 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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WIND TURBINE AND METHOD FOR 
OPERATING SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a Wind turbine With fre 
quency ride through capability and a method for operating 
such a Wind turbine. 
Wind poWer plants may be subject to ?uctuations of the 

availability of primary energy due to Wind gusts. For this 
reason, variable speed generators may be used for generating 
electric poWer by means of Wind poWer plants because, When 
using such generators, the energy of Wind gusts may not be 
immediately supplied to the grid but can be stored in the 
centrifugal masses of the Wind poWer plant by variation of 
rotational speed. In this manner, the mechanical loads on the 
Wind poWer plant may be substantially reduced compared to 
plants With ?xed rotational speed, and the mechanical parts 
may possibly be designed and manufactured lightWeight and 
With reduced costs. Induction generators are sometimes used 
as variable speed generators, Wherein their stator coils are 
directly coupled to the voltage grid and their rotor Windings 
are driven by the rotor of the Wind poWer plant and are 
supplied With rotor currents by means of suitable converters. 
Therein, the frequencies of the supplied rotor currents are 
controlled in a manner that the sum of the rotor rotational 
frequency and the rotor current frequency is permanently 
equal to the grid frequency. For feeding the rotor Windings, 
direct converters coupled to the grid as Well as intermediate 
voltage circuit converters With a grid-sided converter and a 
rotor poWer converter coupled thereto via an inductive and/ or 
capacitive reactance can be used. 

HoWever, the converters used in the rotor circuit may have 
certain limitations as to maximum rotor current and/or maxi 
mum rotor voltage. For example, a converter sometimes used 
in the rotor circuit of a Wind turbine is an IGBT module in the 
1700V voltage class. Such an IGBT module alloWs a maxi 
mum AC rotor voltage of 750 V to 770 V. Furthermore, the 
IGBT’ s limitation on the maximum rotor current may require 
a minimum slip and a minimum rotor voltage. If these limi 
tations are not obeyed, the rotor currents may become too 
high for the IGBT converters in the rotor circuit and may, 
therefore, damage the converters. 
Wind turbines may be designed for operation under “nor 

mal” conditions, i.e. for operation under nominal grid voltage 
and nominal grid frequency, and may have to ful?ll simulta 
neously several boundary conditions. For example, the rotor 
voltage U, depends on the grid voltage Ug and on the genera 
tor slip s. The slip s, in turn, depends on the grid frequency fg 
and on the generator rotor speed nmech. Particularly, the slip s 
is proportional to the grid frequency f‘g in the overexcited 
range and reciprocally proportional in the underexcited 
range. Especially, the maximum dynamic speed range, the 
nominal speed point nnom and the maximum alloWable rotor 
voltage U, may be designed under the assumption of “nor 
mal” grid conditions, i.e. for nominal grid frequency (fgISO 
HZ in Europe, fg:60 HZ in USA and parts of Japan) and 
nominal grid voltage Ug. Therefore, the simultaneous occur 
rence of several abnormal operating conditions can lead to a 
shut-doWn of the Wind turbine, especially during gusty Wind 
conditions, due to exceedingly high rotor currents. 
One knoWn ride-through strategy for such abnormal oper 

ating conditions Where exceedingly high or loW grid frequen 
cies may occur is to adjust the poWer factor to a more induc 
tive range. HoWever, this strategy can possibly only be 
applied Within a relatively narroW range of frequency tran 
sients. Particularly, adjusting the poWer factor to the more 
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2 
inductive range may loWer the grid voltage Ug. Therefore, this 
strategy may be undesirable in cases of undervoltage Where 
further loWering of the voltage may not be alloWed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect, a Wind turbine includes an asynchronous 
generator having a rotor and a stator, means for determining 
an actual torque-speed curve of the generator, means for 
determining an actual grid frequency, and means for deter 
mining a shifted torque-speed curve in response to the deter 
mined actual grid frequency if the determined actual grid 
frequency is higher than a predetermined upper frequency 
limit or loWer than a predetermined loWer frequency limit. 
The means for determining a shifted torque-speed curve is 
further adapted to determine the shifted torque-speed curve 
such that an increase in the rotor voltage of said generator 
rotor is counteracted When shifting the actual torque-speed 
curve to the shifted torque-speed curve. The Wind turbine 
further includes means for shifting the actual torque-speed 
curve of the generator to the shifted torque-speed curve. 

In another aspect, a method is provided for operating a 
Wind turbine. The method includes the steps of (a) determin 
ing an actual torque-speed curve of a generator of the Wind 
turbine, (b) determining an actual grid frequency, (c) deter 
mining a shifted torque-speed curve in response to the deter 
mined actual grid frequency if the determined actual grid 
frequency is higher than a predetermined upper frequency 
limit or loWer than a predetermined loWer frequency limit, 
Wherein the shifted torque-speed curve is determined such 
that an increase in the rotor voltage of the generator rotor is 
counteracted When shifting the actual torque-speed curve to 
the shifted torque-speed curve, and (d) shifting the actual 
torque-speed curve of the generator to the shifted torque 
speed curve determined in step (c). 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW of a Wind turbine according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic vieW of a control means used in the 
embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic vieW of a control means according to 
a further embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic vieW of a Wind turbine according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a diagram of torque-speed curves of Wind turbines 
according to embodiments of the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a schematic vieW of a Wind farm according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Reference Will noW be made in detail to the various 
embodiments of the invention, one or more examples of 
Which are illustrated in the ?gures. Each example is provided 
by Way of explanation of the invention, and is not meant as a 
limitation of the invention. For example, features illustrated 
or described as part of one embodiment can be used on or in 

conjunction With other embodiments to yield yet a further 
embodiment. It is intended that embodiments (Whether 
described or illustrated herein) of the present invention 
include such modi?cations and variations. 

Various embodiments of the present invention provide 
technical effects that include effectively loWering generator 
rotor voltage by shifting a torque-speed curve so that the 
increase in rotor voltage is counteracted. Thus, shut-off by a 



US 7,504,738 B2 
3 

converter in the rotor circuit is avoided for high or loW grid 
frequencies and improved high/loW frequency ride through 
capability is provided. This control strategy is especially use 
ful in grids having poor grid frequency stability. The shifting 
of the torque-speed curve can be easily implemented in a 
Wind turbine, eg by providing a table of shift factors. The 
technical effects provided by various embodiments of the 
present invention also include a combination of poWer factor 
shifting and the torque-speed curve shifting so that ride 
through capability for an even Wider range of frequency tran 
sients is provided. Furthermore, the poWer loss can be com 
pensated by combining the shift of the torque-speed curve 
With the shift of the poWer factor. Moreover, the technical 
effects provided by various embodiments of the present 
invention include a centraliZed control alloWing central con 
trol of the Wind farm in?uence on the grid. Simultaneously, 
the individual Wind turbines can be individually controlled 
taking into account the speci?c conditions of each Wind tur 
bine. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW of a Wind turbine according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. The Wind turbine com 
prises a rotor 10 coupled to a gear box 11. The gear box 11 is 
coupled to the rotor 12 of an asynchronous generator (ASG). 
The stator Windings of the ASG are coupled to a grid 20. The 
rotor current is provided by grid 20 via a rotor circuit. A 
control means 100 is comprised in the rotor circuit. Control 
means 100 is connected With the grid so that it can detect an 
actual value of the grid frequency fg. The control means 100 
is adapted to shift a torque-speed curve of the ASG. 

A characteristic torque-speed curve of the ASG of a Wind 
turbine is shoWn as a full curve in the upper part of FIG. 5. 
Therein, the torque-speed curve can be divided basically in 
tWo sections, the underexcited range extending from the 
minimum speed nm,-, to the synchronous speed nsyn, and the 
overexcited range extending from the synchronous speed nSy, 
to the maximum speed nmax. Sometimes, the Wind turbine 
control attempts to operate the generator at a nominal speed 
nnom near the peak of the curve as shoWn in FIG. 5. Further 
more, it is shoWn in FIG. 5 that the synchronous speed nSy, 
may vary Within a predetermined range AnSy, due to ?uctua 
tions of the grid frequency fg. 

BeloW the torque-speed curve in FIG. 5, the rotor voltage 
U, is shoWn as a function of the slip s. As is Well-known, the 
rotor voltage U, increases With increasing difference betWeen 
the mechanical speed nmech of the rotor and the synchronous 
speed nSyWAs mentioned before, the slip s depends on the grid 
frequency f‘g in that slip s is reciprocally proportional to the 
grid frequency f‘g in the underexcited range and proportional 
to the grid frequency f‘g in the overexcited range. Therefore, an 
increase of fg leads to a decrease of s and, in turn, to an 
increase of U, in the underexcited range. On the other hand, a 
decrease of fg leads to an increase of s and, in turn, to an 
increase of U, in the overexcited range. HoWever, an exces 
sive increase in U, may result in a damage of the converter as 
described in the introduction. 

To avoid damage of the converter, the Wind turbine accord 
ing to the present embodiment of the invention is equipped 
With control means 100. Control means 100 is adapted to 
determine a shifted torque-speed curve (dashed line in FIG. 
5). The shifted torque-speed curve is selected such that an 
increase in the rotor voltage U, is counteracted When shifting 
the actual torque-speed curve of the Wind turbine (full line in 
FIG. 5) to the shifted torque-speed curve (dashed line in FIG. 
5). For this purpose, the Wind turbine according to the present 
embodiment comprises means for shifting the actual torque 
speed curve of the generator to the shifted torque- speed curve. 
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4 
Next, the design and operation of control means 100 for 

shifting the torque-speed curve is described in more detail 
With reference to FIG. 2. The control means 100 comprises a 
means 110 for determining the actual grid frequency fg. 
Sometimes, the means 110 is a grid monitor system (GMS) 
Which monitors the grid frequency fg. Furthermore, control 
means 100 comprises means 130 for determining an actual 
torque-speed curve of the generator. The means 130 for deter 
mining an actual torque-speed curve receive the actual 
mechanical speed nmech of the generator rotor to calculate the 
actual torque-speed curve. Both, the GMS 110 and the means 
130 provide their data to a means 140 for determining a 
shifted torque-speed curve. As long as the determined actual 
grid frequency fg stays Within a predetermined grid frequency 
range, the rotor voltage U, Will not exceed its maximum value 
and the means 140 Will not provide a shifted torque-speed 
curve. 

HoWever, When the actual grid frequency provided by 
GMS 110 is higher than a predetermined upper frequency 
limit or loWer than a predetermined loWer frequency limit, a 
shifted torque-speed curve for the generator is determined. 
The shifted torque-speed curve is selected such that an 
increase in the rotor voltage U, is counteracted. Sometimes, 
the shifted torque-speed curve Will be determined to reduce 
the slip s and, thus, reduce the rotor voltage U,. Accordingly, 
in the underexcited range the torque-speed curve Will be 
shifted such that the actual torque corresponds to a higher 
speed or, in other Words, the actual speed corresponds to a 
loWer torque. As a result, the generator speed Will increase 
due to the reduced load and the slip s:(n,,eCh—nSy,)/nSy, Will 
decrease. Thus, the increase in rotor voltage U, is counter 
acted. On the other hand, in the overexcited range the torque 
speed curve Will be shifted such that the actual torque corre 
sponds to a loWer speed or, in other Words, the actual speed 
corresponds to a higher torque. As a result, the generator 
speed Will decrease due to the increased load and the slip 
s:(nmech—nsyn)/nsyn Will decrease. Thus, the increase in rotor 
voltage U, is counteracted. 

Furthermore, the control means 100 comprises means 150 
for shifting the actual torque-speed curve of the generator to 
the shifted torque-speed curve, eg by setting neW parameters 
or the like. Sometimes, the means 130 for determining an 
actual torque-speed curve, the means 140 for determining a 
shifted torque-speed curve, and the means 150 for shifting the 
actual torque-speed curve are comprised in a Wind turbine 
controller 120 (shoWn by dotted lines). HoWever, these means 
may also be provided as separate components. 
A Wind turbine equipped With an above-described control 

means 100 has improved ride-through capability for high or 
loW frequency transients. By shifting the torque- speed curve, 
the rotor voltage U, may be effectively reduced so that over 
voltages in the rotor circuit are avoided and a shutoff by the 
converter is prevented. 
A further embodiment of a control means is noW described 

With reference to FIG. 3. Therein, the control means has the 
same basic design as the one shoWn in FIG. 2. Additionally, 
means 135 for determining an actual generator poWer factor 
are provided, said means 135 providing the actual poWer 
factor to means 140 for determining a shifted generator poWer 
factor. Sometimes, the means for determining a shifted gen 
erator poWer factor and the means for determining a shifted 
torque-speed curve are integrated in a single component like 
a microprocessor. HoWever, they may also be provided as 
separate components. The means 140 determines the shifted 
generator poWer factor in response to the measured current 
grid frequency. As long as the determined actual grid fre 
quency stays Within a predetermined grid frequency range, 



US 7,504,738 B2 
5 

the means 140 does not provide a shifted generator power 
factor. However, When the actual grid frequency provided by 
GMS 110 is higher than a predetermined upper frequency 
limit or loWer than a predetermined loWer frequency limit, a 
shifted generator poWer factor is determined. The shifted 
generator poWer factor is selected such that it is more in the 
inductive range than the actual poWer factor. This does not 
depend on Whether the generator operates in the overexcited 
or underexcited range. Finally, the control means 100 com 
prises means 155 for shifting the actual generator poWer 
factor to the shifted generator poWer factor, eg by setting 
neW parameters or the like. The means 155 for shifting the 
poWer factor and the means 150 for shifting the torque-speed 
curve may be integrally formed as a single component, eg a 
converter or inverter. Sometimes, the means 135 for deter 
mining an actual generator poWer factor and the means for 
determining a shifted generator poWer factor are integrated 
into a Wind turbine controller 120 (shoWn by dotted lines). 
HoWever, these means may also be provided as separate com 
ponents. 

Thus, the effect of shifting the torque-speed curve can be 
combined With the effect of shifting the poWer factor. 
Thereby, ride-through capability is provided for an even 
larger frequency range. Furthermore, poWer losses can be 
compensated by combining the shift of the torque-speed 
curve With the shift of the poWer factor. 

Next, a speci?c embodiment of a Wind turbine is described 
With reference to FIG. 4. FIG. 4 shoWs a Wind turbine With a 
double-feed intermediate rotor circuit. The rotor circuit com 
prises an inverter 150 Which. The inverter 150 is controlled by 
a control means 100 Which is also connected to the grid 20 for 
determining the actual value of the grid frequency fg. When 
the actual value of the grid frequency fg is higher than an 
upper frequency limit or loWer than a loWer frequency limit, 
control means 100 controls inverter 150 so that inverter 150 
applies a speci?c rotor current to rotor 12 to shift the torque 
speed curve. The rotor current is adjusted such that the desired 
torque according to the shifted torque-speed curve is applied 
to the generator. A corresponding shifted torque-speed curve 
is shoWn in FIG. 5 as a dashed line. Alternatively, the rotor 
current can be varied by varying the resistance of the genera 
tor rotor, e. g. by variable resistors connected to the rotor 
Windings. 

Next, a method for operating a Wind turbine according to 
another embodiment of the present invention is described. 
According to this method, an actual torque-speed curve of the 
generator and also an actual grid frequency are determined. If 
the determined actual grid frequency is higher than a prede 
termined upper frequency limit or loWer than a predetermined 
loWer frequency limit, a shifted torque-speed curve is deter 
mined. The speci?c shape of the shifted torque-speed curve 
depends on the actual value of the grid frequency and is also 
determined by the design parameters of the Wind turbine. 
HoWever, the shifted torque-speed curve is selected such that 
an increase in the rotor voltage U, is counteracted When shift 
ing the actual torque-speed curve of the Wind turbine to the 
shifted torque-speed curve. Sometimes, the shifted torque 
speed curve Will be determined to reduce the slip s and, thus, 
reduce the rotor voltage U,. Accordingly, in the underexcited 
range the torque-speed curve Will be shifted such that the 
actual torque corresponds to a higher speed or, in other Words, 
the actual speed corresponds to a loWer torque. As a result, the 
generator speed Will increase due to the reduced load and the 
slip s:(n,,lech—nsy,)/nsyn Will decrease. Thus, the increase in 
rotor voltage U, is counteracted. On the other hand, in the 
overexcited range the torque-speed curve Will be shifted such 
that the actual torque corresponds to a loWer speed or, in other 
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6 
Words, the actual speed corresponds to a higher torque. As a 
result, the generator speed Will decrease due to the increased 
load and the slip s:(nmech—nsy,)/nsyn Will decrease. Thus, the 
increase in rotor voltage U, is counteracted. 

According to a further embodiment, the slip is reduced for 
the shifted torque-speed curve if the determined actual grid 
frequency is higher than a predetermined upper frequency 
limit. In a case Where the determined actual grid frequency is 
loWer than a predetermined loWer frequency limit, the poWer 
slip relationship is maintained for the shifted torque-speed 
curve. 

The above control strategies can be further improved by 
additionally determining an actual generator poWer factor. If 
the determined actual grid frequency is higher than a prede 
termined upper frequency limit or loWer than a predetermined 
loWer frequency limit, a shifted poWer factor value is deter 
mined. The speci?c value of the shifted poWer factor depends 
on the actual value of the grid frequency and is also deter 
mined by the design parameters of the Wind turbine. HoW 
ever, the poWer factor Will be shifted toWards positive values, 
i.e. toWards the more inductive range. 

Finally, a further embodiment of the present invention 
relates to the control of Wind farms and is shoWn in FIG. 6. 
Therein, the control means 100 is integrated in a centraliZed 
Wind farm management system of a Wind farm comprising 
four Wind turbines. It should be understood that the number of 
four Wind turbines is only exemplary in this context. Each of 
the four Wind turbines has means 150 for shifting the torque 
speed curves of the respective Wind turbine. These means 150 
for shifting the torque- speed curve are connected to the means 
140 for determining the shifted torque-speed curve in the 
centralized control. Thus, the centralized Wind farm manage 
ment system can individually adjust the torque-speed curves 
of each Wind turbine of the Wind farm taking into account 
general Wind farm management requirements. 

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention are 
described and/ or illustrated herein in detail. The embodi 
ments of the present invention are not limited to the speci?c 
embodiments described herein, but rather, components and 
steps of each embodiment may be utiliZed independently and 
separately from other components and steps described herein. 
Each embodiment component and step can also be used in 
combination With other embodiment’s components and/or 
steps. 
When introducing elements/components/steps/etc. of the 

embodiments of the present invention described and/or illus 
trated herein, the articles “a”, “an”, “the” and “said” are 
intended to mean that there are one or more of the element 

(s)/component(s)/steps/etc. The terms “comprising”, 
“including” and “having” are intended to be inclusive and 
mean that there may be additional element(s)/component(s)/ 
etc. other than the listed element(s)/component(s)/etc. 

While the embodiments of the present invention described 
herein have been described and/ or illustrated in terms of 
various speci?c embodiments, those skilled in the art Will 
recogniZe that the embodiments described and/or illustrated 
herein can be practiced With modi?cation Within the spirit and 
scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A Wind turbine comprising: 
an asynchronous generator having a rotor and a stator; 
means for determining an actual torque-speed curve of said 

generator; 
means for determining an actual grid frequency; 
means for determining a shifted torque-speed curve of said 

generator to the determined actual grid frequency if the 
determined actual grid frequency is higher than a prede 
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termined upper frequency limit or lower than a prede 
termined loWer frequency limit, Wherein said means for 
determining a shifted torque-speed curve is further 
adapted to determine the shifted torque-speed curve 
such that an increase in the rotor voltage of said genera 
tor rotor is counteracted When shifting the actual torque 
speed curve to the shifted torque-speed curve; and 

means for shifting the actual torque-speed curve of said 
generator to the shifted torque-speed curve, Wherein said 
means for determining a shifted torque-speed curve is 
adapted to determine, in the under excited range, a 
shifted torque-speed curve assigning a higher speed to 
the same torque as compared to the actual torque-speed 
curve, Wherein said means for determining a shifted 
torque-speed curve is further adapted to determine, in 
the overexcited range, a shifted torque-speed curve 
assigning a loWer speed to the same torque as compared 
to the actual torque-speed curve. 

2. The Wind turbine according to claim 1 Wherein said 
means for shifting the actual torque-speed curve comprise 
means for varying the rotor current of said generator rotor. 

3. The Wind turbine according to claim 2 Wherein said 
means for shifting the actual torque-speed curve comprise a 
converter connected to said generator rotor. 

4. The Wind turbine according to claim 2 Wherein said 
means for shifting the actual torque-speed curve comprise 
means for varying the resistance of said generator rotor. 

5. The Wind turbine according to claim 1 further compris 
ing: 
means for determining an actual generator poWer factor; 
means for determining a shifted generator poWer factor in 

response to the determined actual grid frequency if the 
determined actual grid frequency is higher than a prede 
termined upper frequency limit or loWer than a prede 
termined loWer frequency limit, Wherein the shifted gen 
erator poWer factor is more in the inductive range than 
the actual poWer factor; and 
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means for shifting the actual generator poWer factor to the 

shifted generator poWer factor. 
6. The Wind turbine according to claim 5 Wherein said 

means for shifting the actual generator poWer factor to the 
shifted generator poWer factor comprises a converter. 

7. A Wind farm comprising: 
at least tWo Wind turbines, each of said at least tWo Wind 

turbines comprising: 
an asynchronous generator having a rotor and a stator; 
means for determining an actual torque-speed curve of 

said generator; 
means for determining an actual grid frequency; 
means for determining a shifted torque-speed curve in 

response to the determined actual grid frequency if 
the determined actual grid frequency is higher than a 
predetermined upper frequency limit or loWer than a 
predetermined loWer frequency limit, Wherein said 
means for determining a shifted torque-speed curve is 
further adapted to determine the shifted torque-speed 
curve such that an increase in the rotor voltage of said 
generator rotor is counteracted When shifting the 
actual torque-speed curve to the shifted torque-speed 
curve; and 

means for shifting the actual torque-speed curve of said 
generator to the shifted torque-speed curve, Wherein 
said means for determining actual torque-speed 
curves of said generators, said means for determining 
an actual grid frequency, and said means for deter 
mining shifted torque-speed curves in response to the 
determined actual grid frequency are integrated in a 
centraliZed Wind farm management system, and 
Wherein said means for determining a shifted torque 
speed curve is connected to each of said means for 
shifting the actual torque-speed curve of said genera 
tor, respectively. 


