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(57) ABSTRACT 

A preset security level system and a method for utilizing the 
preset security level system. The system includes a plurality 
of security levels, each of Which enables a different level of 
security. Each of the security levels has associated therewith 
security features, such that loW security level features are 
associated With a loW security level, etc. The system and 
method enable a system administrator to select a desired 
security level, Which selection automatically results in the 
activation of the associated security features, rather than 
manually activate each desired security feature. 
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PRESET SECURITY LEVELS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a system and method 
for securing devices, and more particularly, the present inven 
tion relates to a preset security level system and a method for 
using the preset security level system. 

Conventionally, computer systems, including peripheral 
devices, frequently include a plurality of security features for 
providing a more secure operation of the system or device. 
Such security features typically include port closing features, 
Telnet deactivation features, SSL activation features, intru 
sion detection system activation features, etc. Some of these 
features provide a loW level of security, such as the port 
closing features, While other features provide a high level of 
security, such as the intrusion detection system activation 
feature. When a system administrator Wants to activate a 
certain level of security, the administrator must manually 
activate each security feature associated With a particular 
security level. This can be a tedious and time-consuming 
process, as the number of security features needed to be 
activated can be large. Thus, there is a need for a preset 
security level system and method for using the same. 

Additionally, performance and security are usually vieWed 
as features highly desirable for data processing peripherals, 
such as printers and multifunction peripherals. Security-sen 
sitive users, such as government agency employees, health 
care organization employees, etc., require a peripheral having 
a high degree of security, but are typically less demanding 
regarding the performance of the peripheral. Typical users 
demand a great deal of performance, but have little regard for 
security. Most peripheral device manufacturers attempt to 
satisfy these divergent needs by offering a dual line of prod 
ucts, those having enhanced security features and those hav 
ing enhanced performance features. HoWever, this is an inef 
?cient approach, as a user is not presented With a single 
peripheral device embodying both featuresisecurity and 
performance. Thus, it is desirable to have a system and 
method Whereby a peripheral device, such as a multifunction 
peripheral, Will embody both increased security and perfor 
mance features. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With the present invention, there is provided 
a preset security level system and method for using the preset 
security level system. 

In accordance With one aspect, the present invention pro 
vides a preset security level system for a peripheral device. 
The system includes at least one security feature adapted to 
provide secure operation of the peripheral device; at least one 
selectable security level, Wherein the at least one security 
level has associated thereWith at least one security feature, 
such that an activation of the security level causes activation 
of the associated security feature; means adapted for receiv 
ing data representative of a selection of a security level; and 
means, responsive to the received security level selection, 
adapted for activating the selected security level. 

In accordance With another aspect, the present invention 
provides a method for utiliZing a preset security level system 
to be operable in a peripheral device. The method includes the 
steps of receiving data representative of a selection of at least 
one security level, Wherein the at least one security level has 
associated thereWith at least one security feature, such that an 
activation of the security level causes activation of the asso 
ciated security feature, and Wherein the at least one security 
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2 
feature is adapted to provide secure operation of the periph 
eral device; and activating, in response to the received secu 
rity level selection, the selected security level. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying draWings incorporated in and forming 
a part of the speci?cation, illustrate several aspects of the 
present invention, and together With the description serve to 
explain the principles of the invention. In the draWings: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of an example architec 
ture for implementing the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an example con?gu 
ration of the preset security level system of the present inven 
tion; and 

FIG. 3 is a How chart illustrating an example method for 
using the preset security level system of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Disclosed according to the present invention is a peripheral 
device-oriented preset security level system and a method for 
using the preset security level system. The system generally 
includes at least one administrator-selectable security level, 
the selection of Which causes features associated With the 
peripheral device to operate according to the selected security 
level. The system additional includes at least one security 
feature associated With the at least one security level. In 
operation, the system and method enable an administrator to 
select a desired level of security and thereby activate security 
features associated With the selected security level. Because 
the security features that provide a certain level of security 
have already been associated With the security level, the 
administrator is not required to manually activate all the secu 
rity features that correspond to a desired security level. Such 
a system alloWs for ?exibility in security level While alloWing 
the peripheral to operate at a peak performance level. 

With reference to FIG. 1, illustrated is an example system 
architecture 100 for implementing the preset security level 
system and method. The architecture 100 suitably includes at 
least one computer terminal 102, 104, at least one server 106, 
and at least one peripheral device 108, 110, 112, all intercon 
nected through a netWork. The system and method are 
adapted to enable secure operation of a peripheral device 
through the activation of security features. The peripheral 
device is any suitable device, such as a copier, a printer, a 
multifunction peripheral, etc. The system is adapted to be 
accessible to the administrator through one of the computer 
terminals 102, 104, through the server 106, through the 
peripheral device 108, 110, 112 itself (through, for example, 
a control screen associated With the peripheral device), etc. 
Thus, for example, an administrator suitably selects a security 
level for the peripheral device 108 through the computer 
terminal 102. Additionally, the system is adapted to enable the 
administrator to select a security level to be operable in a 
plurality of peripheral devices. Thus, for example, the admin 
istrator suitably accesses the system through the computer 
terminal 102, 104, through the server 106, or other suitable 
means, and suitable selects a security level to be operable in 
peripheral device 108, peripheral device 110 and peripheral 
device 112. 

With reference to FIG. 2, the preset security level system 
200 generally includes at least one security level and at least 
one security feature associated With the at least one security 
level. According to an example embodiment, the system 
includes a plurality of security levels, such as a ?rst security 
level 204, a second security level 206, a third security level 
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208, a fourth security level 210, etc. Each security level suit 
ably enables a different level of secure operation of the 
peripheral. For example, the ?rst security level 204 suitably 
enables minimum security, the second security level 206 suit 
ably enables baseline security, the third security level 208 
suitably enables moderate security, the fourth security level 
210 suitably enables maximum security, etc. Thus, each secu 
rity level suitably corresponds to a progressively more secure 
level of operation for the peripheral. 

Each security level corresponds to a level of security due to 
at least one associated security feature. With further reference 
to FIG. 2, each security level is associated With at least one 
security feature. With reference to an example embodiment 
discussed above, the ?rst security level 204 suitably enables a 
minimum level of security. Accordingly, the ?rst security 
level 204 is suitably associated With minimum security level 
security features including, but not limited to, disabling Tel 
net, disabling a keyboard, disabling video services, closing 
any and all unnecessary ports, etc. The second security level 
206 suitably enables a baseline security. Accordingly, the 
second security level 206 is suitably associated With baseline 
security level security features including, but not limited to, 
using SSL (Secure Sockets Layer), activating user authenti 
cation, using role-based access control, minimizing shared 
folderuse, activating job log protection, enabling secure erase 
(e.g., image overWrite), encrypting user data, etc. The third 
security level 208 suitably enables a moderate level of secu 
rity. Accordingly, the third security level 208 is suitably asso 
ciated With moderate security level security features includ 
ing, but not limited to, enabling secure print, secure fax, 
secure scan, secure copy, enabling access control, enabling 
non-repudiation, etc. The fourth security level 210 suitably 
enables a maximum level of security. Accordingly, the fourth 
security level 210 is suitably associated With maximum secu 
rity level security features including, but not limited to, 
enabling logging for auditing purposes, activating antiviral 
protections, etc. 

Each of the security levels suitably operates as a progres 
sively more secure level, such that the second security level 
206 incorporates all of the security features of the ?rst secu 
rity level 204 and adds additional security features, and the 
third security level 208 incorporates all of the security fea 
tures of the second security level 206 (and thereby the ?rst 
security level 204) and adds additional security features, etc. 
Additionally, one or more of the security levels suitably has 
associated thereWith such security features so as to be com 
patible With an ISO (lntemational Organization for Standard 
iZation) standard, such as ISO 15408. 

Turning to FIG. 3, illustrated is an example method 300 for 
using the preset security level system of the present invention. 
According to this example, a user, such as a system adminis 
trator, ?rst accesses the security system (step 301) through 
any suitable means as discussed above. Upon so accessing, 
the administrator is suitably presented With the option of 
selecting at least one of the preset security levels (step 302). 
Thereupon, the administrator Will select the desired security 
level at step 304. Upon selecting the desired security level, the 
desired security level Will be activated (step 306). For 
example, if the administrator selects the ?rst security level, 
the security features associated With the ?rst security level 
Will be activated. Thereafter, the activated security features 
Will enable the desired level of security for the peripheral. 

According to an example embodiment, the administrator 
Will be provided With an option to deselect a selected security 
level. Accordingly, the system and method are further adapted 
to enable the administrator to manually deselect a security 
level or to enable the administrator to specify an event, the 
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4 
passage of Which Will cause the selected security level to be 
automatically deselected. For example, the administrator 
suitably may specify that the security level is to be deselected 
after a certain time duration or upon the completion of a 
certain job. 

Although the preferred embodiments have been described 
in detail, it should be understood that various changes, sub 
stitutions and alterations can be made therein Without depart 
ing from the spirit and scope of the invention as de?ned by the 
appended claims. It Will be appreciated that various changes 
in the details, materials and arrangements of components, 
Which have been herein described and illustrated in order to 
explain the nature of the invention, may be made by those 
skilled in the art Within the principle and scope of the inven 
tion as Will be expressed in the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A preset security level system for a document processing 

system comprising: 
a memory, the memory con?gured for storing security 

level data representative of a plurality of nested security 
levels selectively available to multiple classes of users of 
an associated document processing system having a plu 
rality of device functions, including copying, scanning 
and printing, the document processing system including 
security features adapted to provide secure operation 
thereof, Wherein the security levels are hierarchically 
oriented from a loWer security level to a higher security 
level, Wherein each higher security level incorporates all 
security features of each security level loWer thereto, and 
Wherein, 
a loWer security level including selective enablement of 

the device functions, selective encryption of elec 
tronic data, and at least one of open ports, Telnet 
functionality, device feature activation and video 
transmission, 

an intermediate security level including cryptographic 
communication protocol usage, user authentication, 
role-based access control, shared folder control, job 
logging, and secure data erasure, and 

a higher security level including enabling at least one of 
session logging, activation of antiviral procedures, 
and auditing; 

association means con?gured for associating each select 
able security level With feature data representative of a 
plurality of security features, such that an activation of 
each security level causes activation of the plurality of 
security features associated thereWith; 

means con?gured for receiving, from an administrator, 
data representative of a selected security level for selec 
tive association With each of a plurality of users of the 
document processing system; 

means, responsive to the received security level selection, 
con?gured for activating the selected security level; 

means con?gured for receiving, from a user, operation 
instructions for operation of the document processing 
system; 

means con?gured for limiting operation of the associated 
document processing system in accordance With a secu 
rity level of each associated user; 

means con?gured for receiving event data corresponding 
to completion of a preselected event, Wherein the prese 
lected event is at least one of completion of a document 
processing operation and passage of a selected time 
period; and 

means con?gured for altering the selected security level in 
accordance With received event data. 
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2. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one selectable 
security level comprises a ?rst security level, and Wherein the 
?rst security level has associated thereWith at least one of a 
Telnet deactivation security feature, a keyboard deactivation 
security feature and a video services deactivation feature. 

3. The system of claim 2, Wherein the at least one security 
level further comprises a second security level, and Wherein 
the second security level has associated thereWith at least one 
of an SSL activation security feature, an authentication acti 
vation security feature, a role-based access control activation 
security feature, a shared folders minimizing security feature, 
a job log protection activation security feature, a secure erase 
enabling security feature and a user data encryption security 
feature. 

4. The system of claim 3, Wherein the at least one security 
level further comprises a third security level, and Wherein the 
third security level has associated thereWith at least one of a 
secure print security feature, a secure fax security feature, a 
secure scan security feature, a secure copy security feature 
and a PDF security feature. 

5. The system of claim 4, Wherein the at least one security 
level further comprises a fourth security level, and Wherein 
the fourth security level has associated thereWith at least one 
of a logging and auditing security feature, an antivirus pro 
tection enabling security feature, and an intrusion detection 
system activation security feature. 

6. A method for using preset security levels in a document 
processing system comprising the steps of: 

storing, in a document processing system having a plurality 
of device features, including copying, scanning, and 
printing, and including security features adapted to pro 
vide secure operation thereof, security level data repre 
sentative of a plurality of nested security levels selec 
tively available to multiple classes of users of an 
associated document processing system in an associated 
memory, Wherein the security levels are hierarchically 
oriented from a loWer security level to a higher security 
level, Wherein each higher security level incorporates all 
security features of each security level loWer thereto, and 
Wherein 
a loWer security level including selective enablement of 

device functions, selective encryption of electronic 
data, and at least one of open ports, Telnet function 
ality, device feature activation and video transmis 
sion, 

an intermediate security level including cryptographic 
communication protocol usage, user authentication, 
role-based access control, shared folder control, job 
logging, and secure data erasure, and 

a higher security level including enabling at least one of 
session logging, activation of antiviral procedures, 
and auditing; 

associating each selectable security level With feature data 
representative of a plurality of security features, such 
that an activation of each security level causes activation 
of the plurality of security features associated thereWith; 

receiving, from an administrator, data representative of a 
selected security level for selective association With 
each of a plurality of users of the document processing 
system; 

responsive to the received security level selection, activat 
ing the selected security level; 

receiving, from a user, operation instructions for operation 
of the document processing system; 

controlling operation of the associated document process 
ing system in accordance With a security level of each 
associated user; and 
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6 
receiving event data corresponding to completion of a pre 

selected event, Wherein the preselected event is at least 
one of completion of a document processing operation 
and passage of a selected time period; and 

altering the selected security level in accordance With 
received event data. 

7. The method of claim 6, Wherein the at least one security 
level comprises a ?rst security level, and Wherein the ?rst 
security level has associated thereWith at least one of a Telnet 
deactivation security feature, a keyboard deactivation secu 
rity feature and a video services deactivation feature. 

8. The method of claim 7, Wherein the at least one security 
level further comprises a second security level, and Wherein 
the second security level has associated thereWith at least one 
of a SSL activation security feature, an authentication activa 
tion security feature, a role-based access control activation 
security feature, a shared folders minimiZing security feature, 
a job log protection activation security feature, a secure erase 
enabling security feature and a user data encryption security 
feature. 

9. The method of claim 8, Wherein the at least one security 
level further comprises a third security level, and Wherein the 
third security level has associated thereWith at least one of a 
secure print security feature, a secure fax security feature, a 
secure scan security feature, a secure copy security feature 
and a PDF security feature. 

10. The method of claim 9, Wherein the at least one security 
level further comprises a fourth security level, and Wherein 
the fourth security level has associated thereWith at least one 
of a logging and auditing security feature, an antivirus pro 
tection enabling security feature, and an intrusion detection 
system activation security feature. 

11. A computer-implemented method for using preset 
security levels in a document processing system comprising 
the steps of: 

storing security level data representative of a plurality of 
nested security levels selectively available to multiple 
classes of users of an associated document processing 
system having a plurality of device functions, including 
copying, scanning, and printing, in an associated 
memory, the document processing system including 
security features adapted to provide secure operation 
thereof, Wherein the security levels are hierarchically 
oriented from a loWer security level to a higher security 
level, Wherein each higher security level incorporates all 
security features of each security level loWer thereto, and 
Wherein 
a loWer security level including selective enablement of 

device functions, selective encryption of electronic 
data, and at least one of open ports, Telnet function 
ality, device feature activation and video transmis 
sion, 

an intermediate security level including cryptographic 
communication protocol usage, user authentication, 
role-based access control, shared folder control, job 
logging, and secure data erasure, and, 

a higher security level including enabling at least one of 
session logging, activation of antiviral procedures, 
and auditing; 

associating each selectable security level With feature data 
representative of a plurality of security features, such 
that an activation of each security level causes activation 
of the plurality of security features associated thereWith; 

receiving, from an administrator, data representative of a 
selected security level for selective association With 
each of a plurality of users of the document processing 
system; 
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responsive to the received security level selection, activat 
ing the selected security level; 

receiving from a user, operation instructions for operation 
of the document processing system; 

controlling operation of the associated document process 
ing system in accordance With a security level of each 
associated user; and 

receiving event data corresponding to completion of a pre 
selected event, Wherein the preselected event is at least 
one of completion of a document processing operation 
and passage of a selected time period; and 

altering the selected security level in accordance With 
received event data. 

12. The method of claim 11, Wherein the at least one 
security level comprises a ?rst security level, and Wherein the 
?rst security level has associated thereWith at least one of a 
Telnet deactivation security feature, a keyboard deactivation 
security feature and a video services deactivation feature. 

13. The method of claim 12, Wherein the at least one 
security level further comprises a second security level, and 
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Wherein the second security level has associated thereWith at 
least one of a SSL activation security feature, an authentica 
tion activation security feature, a role-based access control 
activation security feature, a shared folders minimizing secu 
rity feature, a job log protection activation security feature, a 
secure erase enabling security feature and a user data encryp 
tion security feature. 

14. The method of claim 13, Wherein the at least one 
security level further comprises a third security level, and 
Wherein the third security level has associated thereWith at 
least one of a secure print security feature, a secure fax secu 
rity feature, a secure scan security feature, a secure copy 
security feature and a PDF security feature. 

15. The method of claim 14, Wherein the at least one 
security level further comprises a fourth security level, and 
Wherein the fourth security level has associated thereWith at 
least one of a logging and auditing security feature, an anti 
virus protection enabling security feature, and an intrusion 
detection system activation security feature. 

* * * * * 


