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MAPPING FOR MAPPING SOURCE AND 
TARGET OBJECTS 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field 
Embodiments of the invention relate to mapping source 

and target objects. 
2. Description of the Related Art 
Some conventional systems enable a user to map columns 

of one table to columns of another table (i.e., to form map 
pings betWeen columns). A mapping may be described as a 
relationship betWeen tWo objects. A mapping may be repre 
sented by a mapping line. A mapping line may be formed by 
one or more segments and may include a hub (e.g., a square 
draWn on a mapping line). It is possible for there to be a large 
number of mappings (e.g., in the hundreds) of columns. The 
mappings may be shoWn on a display screen of a computer 
monitor, for example, by illustrating the tables and their col 
umns and draWing lines betWeen mapped columns. 

It is dif?cult to comprehend schema mappings When the 
mapping lines connecting objects are not straight. In some 
contexts, the mapping lines have hubs. A user may select a 
hub to select a mapping line (i.e., because it may be dif?cult 
to select a particular line When many are displayed) or to 
obtain information about a mapping line. In many systems, 
hubs are draWn so that they do not overlap each other. In this 
situation, con?icts may arise such that the mapping lines are 
not alWays draWn as straight lines betWeen source and target 
objects. 

Thus, When the mapping lines are draWn Without regard to 
the relative positions of the source and target nodes, a feW 
outlying mapping lines may interfere With the draWing of a 
sequence of parallel mapping lines, making the mapping 
display harder to comprehend. 

FIG. 1 illustrates prior art mappings for Which mapping 
lines are draWn in order from top to bottom on a source side. 
FIG. 1 illustrates a main vieW 100 that displays an overvieW in 
accordance With certain embodiments. The main vieW 100 
includes three areas: a source area 110, a mapping area 120, 
and a target area 130. The source area 110 shoWs source 

schemas, While the target area 130 shoWs target schemas. The 
mapping area 120 shoWs mapping lines that include hubs 
(e.g., mapping line 122 With hub 124). In this example, the 
source and target schemas are positioned so that source table 
EMPLOYEE 112 is lined up With target table EMPLOYEE 
132. The columns of tables 112, 132 are mapped (shoWn With 
mapping lines) in order from top to bottom according to the 
columns of the source table 112 (i.e., from FNAME, MINIT, 
. . . DNO), but some of the mapping lines are not straight 

because the outlying mapping lines betWeen source table 
DEPT_LOCATIONS 114 and target table DEPARTMENT 
134 have been draWn ?rst, and the source table EMPLOYEE 
112 to target table EMPLOYEE 132 mapping lines that Would 
have been draWn in the space that the mapping lines for tables 
114, 134 occupy are then draWn beloW them. This is done to 
avoid having hubs overlap. 

FIG. 2 illustrates prior art scrolled mappings for Which 
mapping lines are draWn in order from top to bottom on a 
source side. In FIG. 2, the main vieW 100 (FIG. 1) is illus 
trated, but With the source area 110 scrolled up a little. The 
outlying mapping lines for tables 114, 134 once again prevent 
the mappings from the source table EMPLOYEE 112 to the 
target table EMPLOYEE 132 to be draWn as straight lines. 

Thus, there is a need in the art for improved mapping of 
source and target objects. 
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2 
SUMMARY OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE 

INVENTION 

Provided are a method, computer program product, and 
system for draWing mapping lines betWeen source and target 
objects. A main vieW is displayed that shoWs one or more 
source objects, one or more target objects, and Zero or more 

mappings betWeen the one or more source objects and the one 
or more target objects, Wherein a mapping line represents 
each mapping. Input that modi?es the main vieW is received. 
In response to receiving the input, the mapping lines are 
sorted With a mapping strategy, and the mapping lines are 
draWn based on the mapping strategy. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Referring noW to the draWings in Which like reference 
numbers represent corresponding parts throughout: 

FIG. 1 illustrates prior art mappings for Which mapping 
lines are draWn in order from top to bottom on a source side. 

FIG. 2 illustrates prior art scrolled mappings for Which 
mapping lines are draWn in order from top to bottom on a 
source side. 

FIG. 3 illustrates details of a computer architecture in 
accordance With certain embodiments. 

FIG. 4 illustrates mappings for Which mapping lines are 
draWn after being sorted With a sorting strategy in accordance 
With certain embodiments. 

FIG. 5 illustrates scrolled mappings for Which mapping 
lines are draWn after being sorted With a sorting strategy in 
accordance With certain embodiments. 

FIG. 6 illustrates logic performed by a mapping editor in 
accordance With certain embodiments. 

FIG. 7 illustrates an architecture of a computer system that 
may be used in accordance With certain embodiments. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In the folloWing description, reference is made to the 
accompanying draWings Which form a part hereof and Which 
illustrate several embodiments of the invention. It is under 
stood that other embodiments may be utiliZed and structural 
and operational changes may be made Without departing from 
the scope of the invention. 

Before draWing mapping lines for a main vieW, embodi 
ments sort the mapping lines in accordance With a mapping 
strategy (e.g., according to the slope of each of the mapping 
lines). Then, embodiments draW the sorted mapping lines. 
Certain embodiments draW mapping lines that are more hori 
Zontal (relative to other mapping lines) before draWing map 
ping lines that are less horizontal (i.e., those that are more 

vertical). 
FIG. 3 illustrates details of a computer architecture in 

accordance With certain embodiments. A computing device 
300 includes a user interface system 320, one or more map 
ping models 322, one or more structure models 324, and a 
mapping editor. The computing device 300 may also include 
other components 330. The user interface system 320 pro 
vides a Graphical User Interface (GUI) to enable a user to, for 
example, vieW and modify mappings betWeen objects, to 
vieW mapped or unmapped objects, and to vieW nodes of 
structures. 

The mapping model 322 may be described as including 
information on source objects and target objects and map 
pings betWeen the source objects and target objects (e.g., 
information that indicates that a ?rst column of a ?rst table is 
mapped to a second column of a second table). Also, the 



US 7,499,943 B2 
3 

mapping model 322 includes references to information in the 
structure models 324. The mappings that are stored in the 
mapping model 322 may be created in various manners. In 
certain embodiments, the user interface system 320 may be 
used to generate the mappings. The structure models 324 
store structure information for the source and target objects. 
There may be one structure model 324 for source objects and 
another structure model 324 for target objects. The mapping 
editor 326 draWs mapping lines betWeen source and target 
objects. 

The computing device 300 is coupled to an input device 
340, an output device 350, and a data store 370. One or more 
mapping models may also be stored in the data store 370. 

The mapping editor 326 uses the mapping models 322 and 
structure models 324 to draW mapping lines. 
The computing device 300 may comprise any computing 

device knoWn in the art, such as a server, mainframe, Work 
station, personal computer, hand held computer, laptop tele 
phony device, netWork appliance, etc. 

The data store 370 may comprise an array of storage 
devices, such as Direct Access Storage Devices (DASDs), 
Just a Bunch of Disks (J BOD), Redundant Array of Indepen 
dent Disks (RAID), vir‘tualization device, etc. 

Examples herein may refer to tables and columns, but 
embodiments of the invention are applicable to various 
objects that may be mapped, such as nodes of structures. For 
example, a hierarchical structure is composed of nodes that 
are related to each other. The top-most node is called a root 
node, and the root node is the only node that has no parent. A 
node may have one or more child nodes, also referred to as 
children, and the node is said to be a parent of the child nodes. 
Nodes Without child nodes are called leaf nodes. Ancestor 
nodes may be described as the nodes betWeen a particular 
node and the root node. Descendant nodes of a particular node 
may be described as the nodes Which have that particular node 
as an ancestor node. Embodiments may draW mapping lines 
betWeen nodes of such hierarchical structures. 

FIG. 4 illustrates mappings for Which mapping lines are 
draWn after being sorted With a sorting strategy in accordance 
With certain embodiments. 

In certain embodiments, a main vieW 400 includes three 
areas: a source area 410, a mapping area 420, and a target area 

430. In certain embodiments, each of the three areas 410, 420, 
430 is independently scrollable (e.g., a user may use a sepa 
rate scroll bar to scroll through portions of each area 410, 420, 
430). In certain embodiments, the user interface system 320 
uses the mapping model 322 to generate mappings shoWn in 
the main vieW and uses structure models 324 to generate 
structures shoWn in the source area 410 and target area 430. 

In FIG. 4, a source table EMPLOYEE 412 is lined up With 
a target table EMPLOYEE 432. The mapping editor 326 
determined a slope of each of the mapping lines to be draWn 
in the main vieW 400, sorted the mapping lines by slope, and 
dreW the mapping lines in order from the mapping line With 
the smallest slope to the mapping line With the largest slope. 

For example, in FIG. 4, a mapping line 450 includes a 
horizontal segment 45011 from the source column FNAME in 
the source area 410 to the mapping area 420, a segment 45019 
on one side of the hub in the mapping area 420, a segment 
4500 on the other side of the hub in the mapping area 420, and 
a horizontal segment 450d from the mapping area 420 to the 
target column FIRSTNAME in the target area 430. For map 
ping line 450, the segments 450b, 4500 Within the mapping 
area 420 form a straight line. As another example, mapping 
line 422 includes a horizontal segment 42211 from the source 
column DNUMBER in the source area 410 to the mapping 
area 420, a segment 42219 on one side of the hub in the 
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4 
mapping area 420, a segment 4220 on the other side of the hub 
in the mapping area 420, and a horizontal segment 422d from 
the mapping area 420 to the target column DEPTNO. For 
mapping line 422, the segments 422b, 4220 Within the map 
ping area 420 have different angles and different slopes (i.e., 
these segments 422b, 4220 do not form a straight line). 

Thus, the mapping lines 450-464 betWeen the source table 
EMPLOYEE 412 and the target table EMPLOYEE 432 are 

more horizontal (relative to outlying mapping lines 422, 424) 
and are draWn straight Within the mapping area 420. Addi 
tionally, the outlying mapping lines 422, 424 betWeen a 
source table DEPT_LOCATIONS 414 and a target table 
DEPARTMENT 434 are more vertical (relative to mapping 
lines 450-464) Within the mapping area 420. 

Thus, With embodiments, the layout of mapping lines is 
simpler and easier to comprehend. For example, for source 
and target objects that may be nearly horizontally aligned 
(e.g., because the user scrolled the source and target areas so 
that these source and target object are nearly horizontally 
aligned), the mapping lines may be draWn more horizontally 
than other mapping lines. Also, the portions of the mapping 
lines Within the source and target areas may be draWn hori 
zontally for easier vieWing. 

FIG. 5 illustrates scrolled mappings for Which mapping 
lines are draWn after being sorted With a sorting strategy in 
accordance With certain embodiments. In FIG. 5, the source 
area 410 in the main vieW 400 has been scrolled doWn using 
scroll bar 470. As in FIG. 4, the mapping lines 450-464 are 
straight lines, except for the tWo outlying mapping lines 422, 
424. Again, With embodiments, the layout of mapping lines is 
simpler and easier to comprehend. 

FIG. 6 illustrates logic performed by the mapping editor 
326 in accordance With certain embodiments. Control begins 
at block 600 With the mapping editor 326 displaying a main 
vieW that shoWs one or more source objects, one or more 

target objects, and zero or more mappings betWeen the one or 
more source objects and the one or more target objects. In 
block 602, the mapping editor 326 receives user input that 
requires mapping lines to be redraWn. For example, the user 
may provide the input by selecting a source object and a target 
object and using a menu to create a mapping betWeen the 
selected source and target objects. As another example, the 
user may scroll the source area or the target area, Which Would 
require existing mapping lines to be redraWn. 

In block 604, the mapping editor 326 sorts the mapping 
lines With a mapping strategy. The mapping strategy 
describes hoW mapping lines are to be sorted and hoW the 
sorted mapping lines are to be draWn. For example, one map 
ping strategy may be to sort mapping lines based on the 
ordering of the source objects and to draW the mapping lines 
in this order, While another may be to sort mapping lines 
based on the ordering of target objects and to draW the map 
ping lines in this order. In certain embodiments, a user may 
select a mapping strategy. In certain embodiments, the map 
ping editor 326 implements a default mapping strategy. 

In certain embodiments, the mapping strategy is to sort the 
mapping lines by slope. In such embodiments, the mapping 
editor 326 determines the slopes of each mapping line for the 
source and target mappings. In certain embodiments, the 
slope of a line may be de?ned by Equation (1 ), Where X1,Y1 
coordinates represent a location of a source object and X2,Y2 
coordinates represent a location of a target object: 



US 7,499,943 B2 

Equation (1) 

In Equation (1), the absolute value of the difference 
between the vertical coordinates (|Y1—Y2)) is divided by the 
absolute value of the difference between the horizontal coor 
dinates (lXl-X2l). 

In block 606, the mapping editor 326 draws the mapping 
lines based on how the mapping lines are sorted by the map 
ping strategy. The mapping strategy may indicate that sorting 
is to be done by slope and that mapping lines are to be drawn 
starting with the mapping line having the smallest slope. For 
example, if the mapping strategy is to use the slope of each 
mapping line, then the mapping editor 326 may draw the 
mapping lines one by one, starting with the mapping line with 
the smallest slope and ending with the mapping line with the 
largest slope. In certain embodiments, there may be multiple 
mapping lines with the same slope, and these mapping lines 
with the same slope may be drawn in an order speci?ed by 
additional criteria (e.g., drawing lines that are closer to a top 
of a display screen of a computer monitor before drawing 
lines that are closer to a bottom of the display screen). From 
block 606, processing loops back to block 602. 

Before each mapping line is drawn, the area in which the 
hub of the mapping line is to be drawn is checked to see 
whether another hub has already been drawn that uses any 
portion of that area. If so, the hub of the mapping line to be 
drawn is drawn in a different, unused area. In such a case, the 
mapping line from the source to the target may not be a single 
straight line. Thus, in certain embodiments a mapping line is 
formed by multiple, connected segments. In certain embodi 
ments, the mapping editor 326 draws horizontal segments 
that form portions of a mapping line within the source and 
target areas, and the mapping editor 326 draws the portion of 
the mapping line within the mapping area based on the sort 
ing. Within the mapping area, the mapping editor may draw 
segments of the mapping line with the same or different 
angles or slopes. 

Additional Embodiment Details 

The described operations may be implemented as a 
method, computer program product or apparatus using stan 
dard programming and/or engineering techniques to produce 
software, ?rmware, hardware, or any combination thereof. 
Each of the embodiments may take the form of an entirely 

hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodiment or 
an embodiment containing both hardware and software ele 
ments. The embodiments may be implemented in software, 
which includes but is not limited to ?rmware, resident soft 
ware, microcode, etc. 

Furthermore, the embodiments may take the form of a 
computer program product accessible from a computer-us 
able or computer-readable medium providing program code 
for use by or in connection with a computer or any instruction 
execution system. For the purposes of this description, a 
computer-usable or computer readable medium may be any 
apparatus that may contain, store, communicate, propagate, 
or transport the program for use by or in connection with the 
instruction execution system, apparatus, or device. 

The described operations may be implemented as code 
maintained in a computer-usable or computer readable 
medium, where a processor may read and execute the code 
from the computer readable medium. The medium may be an 
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6 
electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or 
semiconductor system (or apparatus or device) or a propaga 
tion medium. Examples of a computer-readable medium 
include a semiconductor or solid state memory, magnetic 
tape, a removable computer diskette, a rigid magnetic disk, an 
optical disk, magnetic storage medium (e. g., hard disk drives, 
?oppy disks, tape, etc.), volatile and non-volatile memory 
devices (e.g., a random access memory (RAM), DRAMs, 
SRAMs, a read-only memory (ROM), PROMs, EEPROMs, 
Flash Memory, ?rmware, programmable logic, etc.). Current 
examples of optical disks include compact diskiread only 
memory (CD-ROM), compact diskiread/write (CD-R/W) 
and DVD. 
The code implementing the described operations may fur 

ther be implemented in hardware logic (e.g., an integrated 
circuit chip, Programmable Gate Array (PGA), Application 
Speci?c Integrated Circuit (ASIC), etc.). Still further, the 
code implementing the described operations may be imple 
mented in “transmission signals”, where transmission signals 
may propagate through space or through a transmission 
media, such as an optical ?ber, copper wire, etc. The trans 
mission signals in which the code or logic is encoded may 
further comprise a wireless signal, satellite transmission, 
radio waves, infrared signals, Bluetooth, etc. The transmis 
sion signals in which the code or logic is encoded is capable 
of being transmitted by a transmitting station and received by 
a receiving station, where the code or logic encoded in the 
transmission signal may be decoded and stored in hardware or 
a computer readable medium at the receiving and transmitting 
stations or devices. 

A computer program product may comprise computer use 
able or computer readable media, hardware logic, and/or 
transmission signals in which code may be implemented. Of 
course, those skilled in the art will recogniZe that many modi 
?cations may be made to this con?guration without departing 
from the scope of the embodiments, and that the computer 
program product may comprise any suitable information 
bearing medium known in the art. 
The term logic may include, by way of example, software, 

hardware, ?rmware, and/or combinations of software and 
hardware. 

Certain implementations may be directed to a method for 
deploying computing infrastructure by a person or automated 
processing integrating computer-readable code into a com 
puting system, wherein the code in combination with the 
computing system is enabled to perform the operations of the 
described implementations. 
The logic of FIG. 6 describes speci?c operations occurring 

in a particular order. In alternative embodiments, certain of 
the logic operations may be performed in a different order, 
modi?ed or removed. Moreover, operations may be added to 
the above described logic and still conform to the described 
embodiments. Further, operations described herein may 
occur sequentially or certain operations may be processed in 
parallel, or operations described as performed by a single 
process may be performed by distributed processes. 
The illustrated logic of FIG. 6 may be implemented in 

software, hardware, programmable and non-programmable 
gate array logic or in some combination of hardware, soft 
ware, or gate array logic. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a system architecture 700 that may be 
used in accordance with certain embodiments. Computing 
device 300 may implement system architecture 700. The 
system architecture 700 is suitable for storing and/ or execut 
ing program code and includes at least one processor 702 
coupled directly or indirectly to memory elements 704 
through a system bus 720. The memory elements 704 may 
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include local memory employed during actual execution of 
the program code, bulk storage, and cache memories Which 
provide temporary storage of at least some program code in 
order to reduce the number of times code must be retrieved 
from bulk storage during execution. The memory elements 
704 include an operating system 705 and one or more com 
puter programs 706. 

Input/ Output (I/O) devices 712, 714 (including but not 
limited to keyboards, displays, pointing devices, etc.) may be 
coupled to the system either directly or through intervening 
l/O controllers 710. 
Network adapters 708 may also be coupled to the system to 

enable the data processing system to become coupled to other 
data processing systems or remote printers or storage devices 
through intervening private or public netWorks. Modems, 
cable modem and Ethernet cards are just a feW of the currently 
available types of netWork adapters 708. 

The system architecture 700 may be coupled to storage 716 
(e. g., a non-volatile storage area, such as magnetic disk 
drives, optical disk drives, a tape drive, etc.). The storage 716 
may comprise an internal storage device or an attached or 
netWork accessible storage. Computer programs 706 in stor 
age 716 may be loaded into the memory elements 704 and 
executed by a processor 702 in a manner knoWn in the art. 

The system architecture 700 may include feWer compo 
nents than illustrated, additional components not illustrated 
herein, or some combination of the components illustrated 
and additional components. The system architecture 700 may 
comprise any computing device knoWn in the art, such as a 
mainframe, server, personal computer, Workstation, laptop, 
handheld computer, telephony device, netWork appliance, 
virtualiZation device, storage controller, etc. 

The foregoing description of embodiments of the invention 
has been presented for the purposes of illustration and 
description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the 
embodiments to the precise form disclosed. Many modi?ca 
tions and variations are possible in light of the above teaching. 
It is intended that the scope of the embodiments be limited not 
by this detailed description, but rather by the claims appended 
hereto. The above speci?cation, examples and data provide a 
complete description of the manufacture and use of the com 
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position of the embodiments. Since many embodiments may 
be made Without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
embodiments, the embodiments reside in the claims herein 
after appended or any subsequently-?led claims, and their 
equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A computer-implemented method for draWing mapping 

lines betWeen source and target objects, comprising: 
displaying a main vieW that shoWs one or more source 

objects, one or more target objects, and mappings 
betWeen the one or more source objects and the one or 

more target objects, Wherein a mapping line represents 
each mapping; 

receiving input that modi?es the main vieW; and 
in response to receiving the input, 

determining the slope of each mapping line to be draWn 
betWeen a source object and a target object, Wherein 
the slope is determined in accordance With: 

Wherein Where X1 and Y1 coordinates represent a 
location of the source object and X2 and Y2 coordi 
nates represent a location of the target object; 

sorting the mapping lines With a mapping strategy using 
the slope of the mapping lines to sort; and 

draWing the mapping lines based on the mapping strat 
egy by draWing each mapping line according to the 
slope of that mapping line Wherein each mapping line 
that has a smaller slope than each of the other mapping 
lines is draWn before the other mapping lines. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein the input comprises a 
neW mapping betWeen the one or more source objects and the 
one or more target objects. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein the input comprises 
scrolling of at least one of a source area, a mapping area, and 
a target area. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: receiving the 
mapping strategy by user input. 

* * * * * 
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