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(57) ABSTRACT 

An auxiliary electric drive assembly includes an alternating 
current induction motor, planetary speed reduction gearing 
and a differential. The differential may be either active or 
passive. The auxiliary drive system is utiliZed as the front axle 
in a rear Wheel drive vehicle and the rear axle in a front Wheel 
drive vehicle. Elimination of many of the components in a 
conventional four Wheel drive system such as the transfer case 
and hybrid gears improves the overall e?iciency and fuel 
economy of a vehicle so equipped. 

18 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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AUXILIARY ELECTRIC DRIVE ASSEMBLY 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates generally to auxiliary drive systems 
for motor vehicles and more speci?cally to a system Which 
includes an alternating current motor, speed reduction gear 
ing and a differential. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The popularity of four Wheel drive vehicles continues to 
drive consumer purchases. At one time, four Wheel drive Was 
generally limited to foreign passenger cars and loW gear 
operation in trucks. Adaptive and full time four Wheel drive 
systems are noW available across passenger car, truck and 
SUV markets. Accompanying the expansion of four Wheel 
drive applications has been extensive development of the 
electronic sensors and controls of such systems. This, too, has 
furthered the utility and appeal of four Wheel drive vehicles. 

The features and bene?ts of four Wheel drive vehicles 
frequently suppress consideration of less positive aspects, 
particularly the mechanical complexity of such systems, their 
added Weight and thus the negative impact on vehicle fuel 
economy. The unidirectional trend of fuel costs suggests that 
mechanical and electronic systems that provide four Wheel 
drive function With reduced complexity and Weight is there 
fore a desirable goal. The present invention is directed to such 
a vehicle driveline con?guration. 

SUMMARY 

An auxiliary electric drive assembly includes an altemat 
ing current induction motor, planetary speed reduction gear 
ing and a differential. The differential may be either active or 
passive. The auxiliary drive system is utiliZed as the front axle 
in a rear Wheel drive vehicle or the rear axle in a front Wheel 
drive vehicle. Elimination of many of the components in a 
conventional four Wheel drive system such as the transfer case 
and hypoid gears improves the overall ef?ciency and fuel 
economy of a vehicle so equipped. 

Thus it is an object of the present invention to provide an 
auxiliary drive system including an induction motor, plan 
etary gear speed reduction assembly and a differential. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide such 
an auxiliary drive system having either an active or passive 
differential . 

It is a still further object of the present invention to provide 
an auxiliary electric drive system Which may be utiliZed as the 
front axle in a rear Wheel drive vehicle or the rear axle in a 
front Wheel drive vehicle. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to provide 
an auxiliary electric drive system for a motor vehicle having 
reduced Weight and mechanical complexity relative to con 
ventional four Wheel drive systems. 

Further objects and advantages of the present invention 
Will become apparent by reference to the folloWing descrip 
tion of the preferred embodiment and appended draWings 
Wherein like reference numbers refer to the same component, 
element or feature. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic vieW of a rear Wheel drive motor 
vehicle incorporating the present invention as a front axle 
drive assembly; 
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2 
FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic vieW of a front Wheel drive motor 

vehicle incorporating the present invention as a rear axle drive 
assembly; 

FIG. 3 is a full sectional vieW of an auxiliary electric drive 
assembly having an open or passive differential; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged, full sectional vieW of the planetary 
gear assembly of an auxiliary electric drive assembly accord 
ing to the present invention taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged, full sectional vieW of the planetary 
gear assembly of an auxiliary electric drive assembly accord 
ing to the present invention taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is a full sectional vieW of an alternate embodiment 
electric drive assembly according to the present invention 
including an active (controllable) differential; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged, full sectional vieW of the planetary 
gear assembly of an auxiliary electric drive assembly accord 
ing to the present invention taken along line 7-7 of FIG. 6. 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged, full sectional vieW of the planetary 
gear assembly of an auxiliary electric drive assembly accord 
ing to the present invention taken along line 8-8 of FIG. 6; 

FIGS. 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D are diagrammatic vieWs of 
additional embodiments having various planetary gear speed 
reduction con?gurations of an auxiliary electric drive system 
according to the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFFERED AND 
ALTERNATE EMBODIMENTS 

Referring noW to FIG. 1, a motor vehicle incorporating the 
present invention is illustrated and generally designated by 
the reference number 10. The motor vehicle 10 includes a 
frame and body 12 Which includes and supports a prime 
mover 14 such as an internal combustion, gas or Diesel 
engine, hybrid poWer plant or similar source of poWer. The 
output of the prime mover 14 is directly connected to a trans 
mission 16 Which may either be an automatic, continuously 
variable or manual type. The output of the transmission 16 is 
provided through a prop shaft 18 to a rear axle assembly 20 
Which includes a differential 22, a pair of half shafts 24 and 
rear tire and Wheel assemblies 26. Suitable universal joints 28 
may be incorporated as necessary in order to accept and 
permit static and dynamic offsets and misalignments of the 
various shafts and components. 

At the front of the vehicle 10 is disposed an auxiliary 
electric drive assembly 30 according to the present invention. 
The auxiliary electric drive assembly 30 drives a respective 
pair of left and right axles 32 Which in turn drive left and right 
front tire and Wheel assemblies 34. Suitable constant velocity 
universal joints 3 6 may be utiliZed adjacent the tire and Wheel 
assemblies 34 in a fashion similar to the universal joints 28 to 
accept and permit static and dynamic misalignments of the 
components and the shafts at the front of the vehicle 10. Also 
associated With the front tire and Wheel assemblies 34 is a 
steering assembly 40 Which includes a rack and pinion, recir 
culating ball or other steering mechanism Which is coupled by 
tie rods 42 to the front tire and Wheel assemblies 34. A 
steering column and steering Wheel 44 are utiliZed in accor 
dance With conventional practice to adjust the angle of the 
front tire and Wheel assemblies 34. 
A controller or microprocessor 50 receives various signals 

from various sensors disposed about the vehicle 10 and pro 
vides a drive signal such as a high current pulse Width modu 
lated (PWM) signal to the auxiliary electric drive assembly 
30. For example, front Wheel speed sensors 52A and 52B 
provide information regarding the speeds of the front tire and 
Wheel assemblies 34. Similarly, rear Wheel speed sensors 54A 
and 54B provide information regarding the speeds of the rear 
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tire and Wheel assemblies 26 to the microprocessor 50. An 
engine speed sensor 56 provides information regarding the 
speed of the engine and a gear selector sensor 58 in the 
transmission 16 provides information to the microprocessor 
50 regarding the current operating gear of the transmission 
16. This, as Well as information from other sensors such as a 
throttle position sensor (illustrated in FIG. 2) and a steering 
angle sensor (also illustrated in FIG. 2) is utiliZed by the 
microprocessor 50 to control the auxiliary electric drive 
assembly 30. 

The foregoing description relates to a vehicle Which, but 
for the auxiliary electric drive assembly 30 and associated 
equipment, is a vehicle conventionally referred to as a rear 
Wheel drive vehicle. It should be appreciated that the auxiliary 
drive assembly 30 thus provides drive torque to the front tire 
and Wheel assemblies 34 and thus provides performance 
similar to a four Wheel drive vehicle. It should also be appre 
ciated that the auxiliary drive assembly 30 may be disposed at 
the rear axle of a vehicle conventionally referred to a front 
Wheel drive vehicle to provide the same bene?ts. This con 
?guration is illustrated in FIG. 2. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, a vehicle conventionally referred 
to as a front Wheel drive vehicle, but for the components of the 
present invention, is illustrated and generally designated by 
the reference number 60. The motor vehicle 60 includes a 
prime mover 62 Which may be an internal combustion, Diesel 
or hybrid poWer plant. The output of the prime mover 62 is 
directly coupled to a transaxle 64 Which may be either an 
automatic, continuously variable or manual transmission. 
The transaxle 64 includes a pair of outputs Which are provided 
to respective front half shafts 66 Which in turn are coupled to 
a pair of front tire and Wheel assemblies 68. Suitable constant 
velocity joints 72 may be utiliZed in connection With the front 
drive shafts 66 at the respective tire and Wheel assemblies 68. 
Also associated With the front tire and Wheel assemblies 68 is 
a steering box 74 Which may be a recirculating ball or rack 
and pinion assembly. A pair of tie rods 76 couple the output of 
the steering box 74 to the front tire and Wheel assemblies 68 
in a conventional fashion. A steering column and steering 
Wheel 78 provide conventional control over the angular posi 
tion of the front tire and Wheel assemblies 68. At the rear of 
the vehicle 60 is disposed an auxiliary electric drive assembly 
80 having a pair of output shafts 82 Which directly drive a pair 
of rear tire and Wheel assemblies 84 through suitable constant 
velocity joints 86. 
A controller or microprocessor 90 receives various signals 

from various sensors Within the vehicle 60 and provides drive 
signals to the auxiliary drive assembly 80. For example, a pair 
of front Wheel speed sensors 92A and 92B provides informa 
tion to the microprocessor 90 regarding the speed of the front 
tire and Wheel assembly 68. A similar pair of sensors 94A and 
94B associated With the rear tire and Wheel assemblies 84 
provide signals to the microprocessor 90 regarding the speeds 
of the rear tire and Wheel assemblies 84. 

It should be appreciated that individual, i.e., dedicated, 
Wheel speed sensors such as illustrated in FIGS. 1 or 2 may be 
utiliZed With the present invention. Alternatively, signals rep 
resenting the Wheels speeds may be supplied, derived or 
monitored from various vehicle systems such as the vehicle 
anti-lock brake system (ABS) or a car area netWork (CAN). 
Additional sensors such as an engine speed sensor 96 and a 
transmission gear sensor 98, a throttle position sensor 1 02 and 
a steering angle sensor 104 may also be utiliZed. The micro 
processor 90 include various programs, softWare and subrou 
tines Which process data from the sensors and provide drive 
signals to the auxiliary electric drive assembly 80 to most 
e?iciently utiliZe its operating characteristics. It should be 
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4 
appreciated that such operating characteristics may be opti 
miZed for fuel economy or vehicle performance or it may 
operate as a compromise of these tWo, or other, operating 
characteristics. It should also be appreciated that although the 
throttle position sensor 102 and the steering angle sensor 104 
have been illustrated only in connection With the embodiment 
of the invention and vehicle con?guration presented in FIG. 2, 
they are equally suitable and may be used With the embodi 
ment of the invention and vehicle con?guration presented in 
FIG. 1. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 3 and 4, the auxiliary electric drive 
assembly 30 includes a stationary housing 112 Which 
includes lugs, threaded bores or other mounting features (not 
illustrated) Which facilitate securement of the drive assembly 
30 to components of the vehicle 12. The housing 112 supports 
an alternating current induction motor 114 having a stator 116 
and a rotor 118. The rotor 118 is supported Within the stator 
116 by tWo ball bearing assemblies 122. The rotor 118 of the 
induction motor 114 is coupled, at one end, through a ?at 
splined disk 126 to a carrier 128 of a planetary gear speed 
reduction assembly 130. The other end of the carrier 128 
includes face gear teeth or splines 132. The carrier 128 sup 
ports a plurality of stub shafts 134 Which in turn freely rotat 
ably support paired planet gears 136A and 136B. A plurality 
of ?rst planet gears 136A mesh With the teeth of a stationary 
sun gear 138. The sun gear 138 is maintained in position and 
stationary through a set of inter-engaging splines 142 formed 
in an end plate 144 of the housing 112. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 3 and 5, a plurality of second planet 
gears 136B Which are directly coupled to and may be inte 
grally formed With the ?rst planet gears 136A engage larger 
planet gears 146 Which are supported on stub shafts 148 also 
carried by the carrier 128. The larger planet gears 146 engage 
a sun gear 150 Which acts as the output member of the plan 
etary gear speed reduction assembly 130. The sun gear 150 
includes a collar or extension 152 including male splines of an 
interengaging spline set 154 Which drive a cage 158 of a 
conventional caged differential assembly 160. The differen 
tial assembly 160 provides an equal, i.e., 50-50 torque split 
betWeen its tWo outputs. The differential cage 158 is freely 
rotatably supported upon a pair of ball bearing assemblies 
162. The caged differential 160 includes a securely retained 
cross-shaft 164 Which receives a pair of freely rotatable idler 
bevel gears 166. The idler bevel gears 166 both engage a left 
bevel output gear 168 Which is secured to a left output shaft 
172. The left output shaft preferably includes a constant 
velocity U-joint 174 Which is contained Within a protective 
?exible boot 176. The left output shaft 174 is rotatably sup 
ported by a ball bearing and seal assembly 178. Similarly, a 
right bevel gear 182 is secured to or drives a right output shaft 
184 Which extends through the planetary gear assembly 130 
and is coupled to a constant velocity universal joint 186 Which 
is protected by a ?exible boot 188. The right output shaft 184 
is rotatably supported by a ball bearing and seal assembly 
192. 

In operation, the auxiliary electric drive assembly 30 
according to the present is provided, as noted, With a drive 
signal from the microprocessor 50. This drive signal is gen 
erated by softWare stored Within the microprocessor 50 Which 
senses various signals provided by the vehicle sensors and 
energiZes the induction motor 114 in accordance With soft 
Ware operating rules and tables. For example, the induction 
motor 114 may be energiZed as a function of throttle position 
When the throttle position sensor 102 senses throttle position 
beyond a certain threshold. Similarly, When certain Wheel 
speed differences are detected by the Wheel speed sensors, 
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52A, 52B, 54A and 54B, the induction motor 114 may be 
energized in accordance With a predetermined routine. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 6 and 7, the alternate embodiment 
auxiliary drive assembly 80 having an active, i.e., controlled 
or clutched, differential is illustrated and designated by the 
reference number 80. The auxiliary electric drive assembly 80 
includes a housing 202 Which locates mounts and protects the 
various components disposed thereWithin. The housing 202 
preferably includes lugs or threaded bores (both not illus 
trated) Which facilitate mounting. An alternating current 
induction motor 204 includes a stator 206 secured to the 
housing 202 and a rotor 208 Which is secured to and rotates 
With a quill or output shaft 212. The quill or output shaft 212 
is supported Within the housing upon a ball bearing assembly 
214 and carries With it a sun gear 216 Which forms a portion 
of a planetary gear speed reduction assembly 220. The sun 
gear 21 6 meshes With a plurality of planet gears 222 Which are 
disposed upon a plurality of stub shafts 224 Which, in turn, are 
supported Within and revolve With a carrier 226. The planet 
gears 222 engage a peripheral ring gear 228. Rotation of the 
sun gear 226 causes corresponding rotation of the planet 
gears 222 Which are engaged With the stationary ring gear 
thereby causing rotation of the carrier 226. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 6 and 8, also disposed upon each of 
the stub shafts 224 are a respective plurality of ?rst smaller 
planet gears 232 Which also engage the ring gear 228. Each of 
the plurality of ?rst, smaller planet gears 232 also engages a 
second, larger planet gear 234 disposed upon one of a second 
plurality of stub shafts 236. The second, larger planet gears 
234 engage a sun gear collar 238 having external gear teeth. 
The sun gear collar 238 also includes female splines of an 
interengaging spline set 242 formed on an axial extension 244 
of a differential cage 246. The differential cage 246 functions 
as a housing of an active differential assembly 250. The active 
differential assembly 250 provides an even, i.e., 50-50, torque 
split. The active differential assembly 250 includes a cross 
shaft 252 Which is received and secured Within the differential 
cage 246 and mounts and retains a pair of idler bevel gears 
254. The pair of idler bevel gears 254 both engage a left bevel 
output gear 256 Which includes a portion of an interengaging 
spline set 258 Which couples the left bevel output gear 256 to 
a left output stub shaft 260. The left output stub shaft 260 
terminates in a constant velocity universal joint 262 Which is 
protected by a ?exible elastomeric boot 264. 

The pair of idler bevel gears 254 also engage a right bevel 
output gear 266 having female internal splines Which form a 
portion of an interengaging spline set 268 Which couples the 
right bevel output gear 266 to a right output shaft 270. The 
right output shaft 270 likeWise includes a constant velocity 
U-joint encased in a protective ?exible boot 272, illustrated in 
FIG. 1. 
As noted, the differential assembly 250 is active, i.e., it 

includes components Which facilitate partial or complete 
locking betWeen the outputs thereby partially or completely 
inhibiting differentiation. These components include a sta 
tionary electromagnetic coil 282 Which is secured by suitable 
means such as threaded studs and fasteners to the housing 
202. EnergiZation of the electromagnetic coil 282 retards 
motion of a cylindrical inner housing 284. A primary or pilot 
friction clutch pack 286 is operably disposed betWeen the 
cylindrical inner housing 284 and a circular clutch plate 288. 
The circular clutch plate 288 is rotationally axially supported 
by a thrust bearing 292. The face of the circular clutch plate 
288 includes a plurality of actuate ramped recesses 294 Which 
each receive a load transferring member such as a ball bearing 
296. A clutch apply plate 298 includes a corresponding plu 
rality of ramped recesses 302. As the circular clutch plate 294 
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6 
and the clutch apply plate 298 rotate relative to one another, 
the load transferring balls 296 ride up the ramped recesses 
294 and 302 thereby applying force to, and compressing, a 
secondary or main friction clutch pack assembly 304. Within 
the secondary friction clutch pack assembly 304, a ?rst plu 
rality of friction plates are splined to the cylindrical inner 
housing 284 and a second, interleaved plurality of clutch 
plates are splined to the differential cage 246. The cylindrical 
inner housing 284 is, in turn, coupled through an interengag 
ing set of splines 308 to the left output shaft 260.Accordingly, 
as the secondary friction clutch pack 304 is compressed, it 
increasingly couples the left output shaft 260 to the differen 
tial cage or housing 246 thereby inhibiting differentiation. 
Supplying maximum electrical current to the electromagnetic 
coil 282 causes maximum compression of the friction clutch 
pack assembly 304, fully inhibits differentiation by the dif 
ferential assembly 250 and drives the left and right output 
shafts 260 and 270 at a common speed. 
The operation of the alternate embodiment auxiliary elec 

tric drive assembly 80 is similar to that of the auxiliary electric 
drive assembly 30 except that it additionally has the capabil 
ity of partially or completely inhibiting differentiation by the 
differential assembly 250 thereby restricting or preventing 
relative rotation betWeen the output shafts 260 and 270. Thus, 
the microprocessor 90, in addition to having softWare and an 
output Which drives the induction motor 204, also includes 
softWare and an output Which drives, energiZes and engages 
the electromagnetic coil 282. Operation of the induction 
motor has been described above. The differential assembly 
250 may be partially of fully locked When, for example, an 
excessive Wheel speed difference is sensed across its outputs 
by the Wheel speed sensors 94A and 94B. Alternatively, a 
signal to ensure that differentiation Will be possible, i.e., an 
unlock signal, may be generated by the microprocessor 90 
When the steering angle sensor 104 detects that the vehicle is 
being turned 

Referring noW to FIGS. 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D, the auxiliary 
electric drive assembly according to the present invention is 
illustrated With various planetary gear speed reduction con 
?gurations. Speci?cally, referring to FIG. 9A, an auxiliary 
drive assembly 320 is illustrated having a stationary housing 
322 and a stationary motor 324 Which drives a planetary gear 
speed reduction assembly 326 through a sun gear 328. A 
stationary carrier 330 supports a plurality of planet gears 332 
and a ring gear 334 drives the cage 336 of a conventional cage 
differential assembly 340. The cage differential assembly 340 
includes idler bevel gears 342 and side bevel gears 344 Which 
drive left and right outputs 346 and 348 respectively. 

Referring noW to FIG. 9B, an additional embodiment of an 
auxiliary electric drive assembly 350 according to the present 
invention is illustrated and includes a stationary housing 352 
Which supports a stationary electric motor 354 such as an 
alternating current induction motor having an output Which 
drives a sun gear 356 of a planetary gear assembly 358. The 
sun gear 356, in turn, drives a plurality of interconnected 
planet gears 360 Which drive a ring gear 362. The ring gear 
362 drives a cage 364 of a standard caged differential assem 
bly 366. The caged differential assembly 366 includes idler 
bevel gears 368 Which cooperatively drive side bevel gears 
372 Which, in turn, drive respective left and right output shafts 
374 and 376. 

Turning noW to FIG. 9C, an additional embodiment of an 
auxiliary electric drive assembly 380 according to the present 
invention is illustrated. The auxiliary electric drive assembly 
380 includes a stationary housing 382 supporting a stationary 
electric motor 384 such as an alternating current induction 
motor. The output of the electric motor 384 is provided to a 
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sun gear 386 Which forms a portion of a planetary gear speed 
reduction assembly 388. The sun gear 386 drives a planet gear 
390 Which is coupled to a smaller planet gear 392 Which 
engages a stationary ring gear 394. The ring gear 394 is 
coupled to the housing 382 and is therefore stationary. The 
carrier 396 provides an output to a quill 398 Which drives a 
conventional caged differential assembly 400. The caged dif 
ferential assembly 400 includes a pair of idler bevel gears 402 
Which cooperatively engage a pair of side bevel gears 404 
Which respectively drive left and right output shafts 406 and 
408. 

Turning to FIG. 9D, an additional embodiment of an aux 
iliary electric drive assembly 410 according to the present 
invention is illustrated. The auxiliary electric drive assembly 
410 includes a stationary housing 412 Which supports an 
electric motor 414 such as an alternating current induction 
motor. An output of the motor 414 drives a sun gear 416 Which 
in turn drives planet gears 418. The planet gears 418 are 
coupled to additional planet gears 420 Which engage a sta 
tionary ring gear 422. A carrier 424, Which supports the planet 
gears 420 and 418, provides an output to a caged differential 
assembly 426. The caged differential assembly 426 includes 
a pair of idler bevel gears 428 Which cooperatively engage a 
pair of side bevel gears 432. The side bevel gears 432 respec 
tively drive left and right output shafts 434 and 436. 

The foregoing disclosure is the best mode devised by the 
inventors for practicing this invention. It is apparent, hoW 
ever, that apparatus incorporating modi?cations and varia 
tions Will be obvious to one skilled in the art of motor vehicle 
electric drive assemblies. Inasmuch as the foregoing disclo 
sure presents the best mode contemplated by the inventors for 
carrying out the invention and is intended to enable any per 
son skilled in the pertinent art to practice this invention, it 
should not be construed to be limited thereby but should be 
construed to include such aforementioned obvious variations 
and be limited only by the spirit and scope of the folloWing 
claims. 
We claim: 
1. An auxiliary electric drive assembly for a motor vehicle 

comprising, in combination: 
an electric motor having an output; 
a planetary gear speed reduction assembly having an input 

engaged With and driven by said output of said motor, a 
plurality of planet gears, a carrier supporting said planet 
gears and being rotatable about said output of said 
motor, and a reduced speed output, said input being said 
carrier of said planetary gear speed reduction assembly; 
and 

a differential assembly having an input member driven by 
said reduced speed output of said planetary gear assem 
bly, and having a ?rst output member and a second 
output member, each of said ?rst and second output 
members adapted to drive a tire and Wheel assembly. 

2. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 1 Wherein 
said electric motor is an alternating current induction motor. 

3. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 1 Wherein 
said planetary gear speed reduction assembly includes an 
input sun gear and said electric motor output drives said sun 
gear. 

4. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 1 further 
including a clutch disposed across tWo of said members of 
said differential assembly. 

5. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 4 Wherein 
said friction clutch includes an electromagnetic coil and a ball 
ramp operator. 

6. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 1 utiliZed 
as one of a front axle in a rear Wheel drive vehicle and a rear 
axle in a front Wheel drive vehicle. 
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7. An auxiliary electric drive assembly for a motor vehicle 

comprising, in combination: 
an electric motor having an electrical input and a mechani 

cal output; 
a planetary gear speed reduction assembly having an input 

engaged With and driven by said output of said electric 
motor, a plurality of planet gears commonly supported 
by a carrier, and a reduced speed output, said carrier 
being rotatable and being said input of said planetary 
gear speed reduction assembly; 

a differential assembly having an input member driven by 
said reduced speed output of said planetary gear assem 
bly and having a ?rst output member and a second output 
member; and 

a controller for receiving signals from sensors disposed on 
said motor vehicle and providing a drive signal to said 
electrical input of said electric motor. 

8. The auxiliary electric drive assembly for a motor vehicle 
of claim 7 Wherein said sensors include at least one of Wheel 
speed sensors, a transmission gear sensor and throttle position 
sensor. 

9. The auxiliary electric drive assembly for a motor vehicle 
of claim 7 Wherein said sensors include Wheel speed sensors, 
an engine speed sensor and a transmission gear sensor. 

10. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 7 
Wherein said electric motor is an alternating current induction 
motor. 

11. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 7 further 
including a clutch disposed across tWo of said members of 
said differential assembly. 

12. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 11 
Wherein said clutch includes an electromagnetic coil and a 
ball ramp operator. 

13. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 7 utiliZed 
as one of a front axle in a rear Wheel drive vehicle and a rear 
axle in a front Wheel drive vehicle. 

14. An auxiliary electrical drive assembly for a motor 
vehicle comprising, in combination: 

an alternating current induction motor having an output; 
a planetary gear speed reduction assembly having an input 

engaged With and driven by said output of said motor, a 
plurality of planet gears commonly supported by a car 
rier, and a reduced speed output, said carrier being rotat 
able and being said input of said planetary gear speed 
reduction assembly; and 

a differential assembly having an input member driven by 
said reduced speed output of said planetary gear assem 
bly and having a ?rst output member and a second output 
member, each of said ?rst and second output members 
adapted to drive a tire and Wheel assembly. 

15. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 14 uti 
liZed as one of a front axle in a rear Wheel drive vehicle and a 
rear axle in a front Wheel drive vehicle. 

16. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 14 fur 
ther including a clutch disposed across tWo of said members 
of said differential assembly. 

17. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 16 
Wherein said clutch includes an electromagnetic coil and a 
ball ramp operator. 

18. The auxiliary electric drive assembly of claim 14 
Wherein said planetary gear speed reduction assembly 
includes an input sun gear and said induction motor output 
drives said sun gear. 


