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MIM CAPACITOR AND METHOD OF 
MAKING SAME 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the ?eld of integrated cir 
cuits; more speci?cally, it relates to a metal-insulator-metal 
(MIM) capacitor for use in integrated circuits and the method 
of fabricating MIM capacitors. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

MIM capacitors are used Where relatively large value 
capacitors are required by integrated circuits. MIM capacitors 
are generally fabricated in the Wiring levels of integrated 
circuits. HoWever, current MIM capacitors suffer from high 
plate resistance and are dif?cult to integrate into copper Wir 
ing technology. Therefore, there is a need for a MIM capacitor 
structure having reduced plate resistance and that is easily 
integrated into copper Wiring technology. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A ?rst aspect of the present invention is a device, compris 
ing: an upper plate comprising one or more electrically con 
ductive layers, the upper plate having a top surface, a bottom 
surface and sideWalls; a spreader plate comprising one or 
more electrically conductive layers, the spreader plate having 
a top surface, a bottom surface and sideWalls; and a dielectric 
block comprising one or more dielectric layers the dielectric 
block having a top surface, a bottom surface and sideWalls, 
the top surface of the dielectric block in physical contact With 
the bottom surface of the upper plate, the bottom surface of 
the dielectric block over the top surface of the spreader plate, 
the sideWalls of the upper plate and the dielectric block essen 
tially co-planer. 
A second aspect of the present invention is a method, 

comprising: forming one or more copper loWer interconnects 
in a ?rst interlevel dielectric layer; forming a ?rst intermedi 
ate dielectric layer on a top of the ?rst interlevel dielectric 
layer; forming a trench in the ?rst intermediate dielectric 
layer, top surfaces of the one or more the loWer interconnects 
exposed in a bottom of the trench; forming an electrically 
conductive spreader plate in and completely ?lling the trench, 
a bottom surface of the spreader plate in physical and electri 
cal contact With the one or more copper loWer interconnects; 
forming a MIM dielectric block over a top surface of the 
spreader plate; forming an electrically conductive upper plate 
on a top surface of the MIM dielectric block, sideWalls of the 
upper plate and the MIM dielectric plate essentially 
co-planer; forming a second intermediate dielectric layer on 
top of the ?rst intermediate dielectric layer, a top surface of 
the second intermediate dielectric layer coplanar With a top 
surface of the upper plate; forming a second interlevel dielec 
tric layer on the top surfaces of the second intermediate 
dielectric layer and the upper plate; and forming one or more 
copper upper interconnects in the second interlevel dielectric 
layer, the one or more upper interconnects in physical and 
electrical contact With the top surface of the upper plate. 
A third aspect of the present invention is a method, com 

prising: forming one or more copper loWer interconnects in a 
?rst interlevel dielectric layer; forming a ?rst intermediate 
dielectric layer on top of the ?rst interlevel dielectric layer; 
forming a trench in the ?rst intermediate dielectric layer, top 
surfaces of the one or more the loWer interconnects exposed in 
a bottom of the trench; forming an electrically conductive 
spreader plate layer on the bottom and on sideWalls of the 
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2 
trench, the spreader plate layer in physical and electrical 
contact With the one or more copper loWer interconnects; 
forming a MIM dielectric layer over a top surface of the 
spreader plate layer; forming an electrically conductive upper 
plate layer on a top surface of the MIM dielectric layer; 
removing regions of the spreader plate layer, the MIM dielec 
tric layer and the upper plate layer to form a spreader plate, a 
MIM dielectric block and an upper plate, sideWalls of the 
spreader plate, the MIM dielectric block and the upper plate 
essentially co-planer; forming a second intermediate dielec 
tric layer on top of the ?rst intermediate dielectric layer, a top 
surface of the second intermediate dielectric layer coplanar 
With a top surface of the upper plate; forming a second inter 
level dielectric layer on the top surfaces of the second inter 
mediate dielectric layer and the upper plate; and forming one 
or more copper upper interconnects in the second interlevel 
dielectric layer, the one or more upper interconnects in physi 
cal and electrical contact With the top surface of the upper 
plate. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

The features of the invention are set forth in the appended 
claims. The invention itself, hoWever, Will be best understood 
by reference to the folloWing detailed description of an illus 
trative embodiment When read in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings, Wherein: 

FIGS. 1A through 1H are cross-sectional diagrams illus 
trating a method of fabricating a MIM capacitor is according 
to a ?rst embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 2A through 2D are cross-sectional diagrams illus 
trating a method of fabricating a MIM capacitor is according 
to a second embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 3 is a top vieW of the MIM capacitor according to the 
embodiments of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

A damascene process is one in Which Wire trenches or via 
openings are formed in a dielectric layer, an electrical con 
ductor of su?icient thickness to ?ll the trenches is deposited 
on a top surface of the dielectric, and a chemical-mechanical 
polish (CMP) process is performed to remove excess conduc 
tor and make the surface of the conductor co-planar With the 
surface of the dielectric layer to form damascene Wires (or 
damascene vias). When only a trench and a Wire (or a via 
opening and a via) is formed the process is called single 
damascene. 
A dual-damascene process is one in Which via openings are 

formed through the entire thickness of a dielectric layer fol 
loWed by formation of trenches part of the Way through the 
dielectric layer in any given cross-sectional vieW. All via 
openings are intersected by integral Wire trenches above and 
by a Wire trench beloW, but not all trenches need intersect a via 
opening. An electrical conductor of suf?cient thickness to ?ll 
the trenches and via opening is deposited on a top surface of 
the dielectric and a CMP process is performed to make the 
surface of the conductor in the trench co-planar With the 
surface the dielectric layer to form dual-damascene Wires and 
dual-damascene Wires having integral dual-damascene vias. 
Alternatively, the trenches may be formed before the via 
openings. 
The embodiments of the present invention Will be illus 

trated using dual-damascene Wires. Single-damascene Wires 
and/or vias may be substituted for one or both of the tWo dual 
damascene Wiring levels described infra. 
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FIGS. 1A through 1H are cross-sectional diagrams illus 
trating a method of fabricating a MIM capacitor is according 
to a ?rst embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 1A, 
formed on a substrate (or loWer Wiring level) 100 is a inter 
level dielectric layer (ILD) 105. Formed in ILD 105 are 
dual-damascene Wires 110 comprising Wire portions 116 and 
integral via portions 117. ILD 105 and Wires 110 comprise a 
normal Wiring level of an integrated circuit chip. Wires 110 
are an example of an integrated circuit interconnect structure. 
Other interconnect structures include via bars and stud con 
tacts . Via portions 117 may physically and electrically contact 
devices such as transistors or Wires in substrate/loWer Wiring 
level 100. While tWo Wires 110 are illustrated in FIG. 1A, one 
or more Wires may be formed, see for example, FIG. 3. 
Formed on top of ILD 105 is an optional dielectric layer 115. 
Dielectric layer 115 may function as a copper diffusion bar 
rrer. 

In one example, Wires 110 comprise a copper core conduc 
tor and an electrically conductive liner on all surfaces of the 
Wires except those surfaces in contact With diffusion barrier 
115. In one example, liners comprise a layer of tantalum, a 
layer of tantalum nitride, a layer of tungsten, a layer of tita 
nium, a layer of titanium nitride or combinations of layers 
thereof. 

In one example, ILD 105 comprises a layer of silicon 
dioxide (SiOZ), a layer of a loW K (dielectric constant) mate 
rial, a layer of hydrogen silsesquioxane polymer (HSQ), a 
layer of methyl silsesquioxane polymer (MSQ), a layer of 
SiLKTM (polyphenylene oligomer) manufactured by DoW 
Chemical, Midland, Tex., a layer of Black DiamondTM (me 
thyl doped silica or SiO,€(CH3)y or SiCXOyHy or SiOCH) 
manufactured by Applied Materials, Santa Clara, Calif., a 
layer of organosilicate glass (SiCOH), a layer of porous 
SiCOH or combinations of layers thereof. In one example, 
ILD 105 is betWeen about 300 nm and about 2,000 nm thick. 
A loW K dielectric material has a relative permittivity of about 
2.4 or less. 

In one example dielectric layer 115 comprises a layer of 
SiO2, a layer of silicon nitride (Si3N4), a layer of silicon 
carbide (SiC), a layer of silicon oxy nitride (SiON), a layer of 
silicon oxy carbide (SiOC), a layer of organosilicate glass 
(SiCOH), a layer of plasma-enhanced silicon nitride (PSiNx), 
a layer of NBLok (SiC(N,H)) or combinations of layers 
thereof. In one example, dielectric layer 115 is about 5 nm to 
about 200 nm thick. 

In FIG. 1B, an intermediate dielectric layer 120 is formed 
on top of dielectric layer 115. In one example, dielectric layer 
120 comprises a layer of SiO2 or a layer of ?uoro-silicate 
glass (FSG). In one example, dielectric layer 120 is betWeen 
about 500 nm and about 2000 nm thick. 

In FIG. 1C, a trench 125 is formed in dielectric layer 120 
and dielectric layer 115 exposing top surfaces of ILD layer 
105 and Wires 110 in the bottom of the trench. 

In FIG. 1D, an optional electrically conductive and confor 
mal liner 130 is deposited in trench 125 and on all exposes 
surfaces of dielectric layer 120. Then an electrically conduc 
tive refractory metal layer 135 is formed over liner 130. In one 
example liner 130 comprises a layer of titanium nitride or a 
layer of tantalum nitride or layers thereof. In one example, 
liner 130 is betWeen about 5 nm and about 20 nm thick. In one 
example layer 135 comprises a layer of tantalum or a layer of 
tungsten or combinations of layers thereof. In one example, 
layer 135 is betWeen about 50 nm and about 200 nm thick. 

In FIG. 1E, a chemical-mechanical-polish (CMP) is per 
formed removing all liner 13 0 and layer 135 from over dielec 
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4 
tric layer 120 to form a spreader plate 136 and co-planariZing 
a top surface 137 of dielectric layer 120 and a top surface 138 
of spreader plate 136. 

In FIG. 1F, a ?rst electrically conductive layer 140 is 
formed over spreader plate 136, a MIM dielectric layer 145 is 
formed over ?rst conductive layer 140 and a second conduc 
tive layer 150 is formed over MIM dielectric layer 145. Then 
an optional dielectric layer 155 is formed over second con 
ductive layer 150. Dielectric layer 155 may function as an 
etch stop layer in subsequent damascene processing of the 
MIM capacitor. 

In one example, layers 140 and 150 may independently 
comprise a layer of tantalum, a layer of tantalum nitride, a 
layer of titanium, a layer of titanium nitride, a layer of tung 
sten or combinations of layers thereof. In one example layer 
140 is about 5 nm and about 20 nm thick. In one example layer 
150 is about 30 nm and about 150 nm thick. Materials for 
dielectric layer 155 may be selected from those discussed 
supra for dielectric layer 115. 

In one example, MIM dielectric layer 145 comprises a 
layer of silicon dioxide (SiOZ), a layer of silicon nitride 
(Si3N4), a layer of silicon carbide (SiC), a layer of silicon oxy 
nitride (SiON), a layer of silicon oxy carbide (SiOC), a layer 
of organosilicate glass (SiCOH), a layer of plasma-enhanced 
silicon nitride (PSiNx). a layer of NBLok (SiC(N,H)) or com 
binations of layers thereof. In one example gate MIM dielec 
tric layer 145 is a high K (dielectric constant) material, 
examples of Which include but are not limited to layers of 
metal oxides such as Ta2O5, BaTiO3, HfO2, ZrO2, A1203, or 
layers of metal silicates such as HfSixOy or HfSixOyNZ or 
combinations of layers thereof. A high K dielectric material 
has a relative permittivity above about 10. In one example, 
MIM dielectric layer 145 is about 10 nm to about 50 nm thick. 

In FIG. 1G, an etch is performed to remove unWanted 
portions of layer 140, MIM dielectric layer 145, layer 150 and 
layer 155 (see FIG. 1F) to form a MIM capacitor 160 com 
prising respective loWer plate 140A, a block of MIM dielec 
tric 145A and upper plate 150A. The top surface of MIM 
capacitor 160 is covered by an optional dielectric plate 155A. 
This may be accomplished by one or more reactive ion etch 
(RIE) processes through a patterned photomask or a patterned 
hardmask de?ned by a patterned photomask as is knoWn in 
the art. The sideWalls of loWer plate 140A, block of MIM 
dielectric 145A and upper plate 150A are aligned over each 
other (eg the sideWalls of loWer plate 140A, block of MIM 
dielectric 145A and upper plate 150 are essentially co-planer, 
alloWing for slight undercutting if any). It shouldbe noted that 
alternatively, loWer plate 140A may not be formed and 
spreader plate 136 may serve as the loWer plate of MIM 
capacitor 160. 

In one example, MIM capacitor 160 is fully landed on 
spreader plate 136, (e. g. MIM capacitor does not extend over 
dielectric layer 120. First and second layers 140 and 150 may 
function as copper diffusion barrier layers, adhesion layers or 
both as diffusion barrier and adhesion layers as Well as being 
the top and loWer plates. 

In FIG. 1H, an intermediate dielectric layer 165 is formed 
over dielectric layer 120 and top surfaces of dielectric plate 
155A and top surface of dielectric plate 155A is co-pla 
nariZed, (for example, by CMP) With a top surface of dielec 
tric layer 165. Then an ILD layer 170 is formed on dielectric 
layer 165 and dielectric plate 155A. Formed in ILD 170/ 
dielectric plate 155A is a dual-damascene Wire 175 compris 
ing a respective Wire portion 176 and integral via portions 
177. ILD 70 and Wire 170 comprise a normal Wiring level of 
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the integrated circuit chip. Via portions 177 physically and 
electrically contact upper plate 150A. Wire 175 is an example 
of an interconnect structure. 

Materials for intermediate dielectric layer 165 may be 
selected from those discussed supra for dielectric layer 120. 
Materials for ILD layer 170 may be selected from those 
discussed supra for ILD layer 105. Materials for Wire 175 
may be selected from those discussed supra for Wires 110. 

FIGS. 2A through 2D are cross-sectional diagrams illus 
trating a method of fabricating a MIM capacitor according to 
a second embodiment of the present invention. The steps 
illustrated in FIGS. 1A, 1B and IC and described supra in 
reference to the ?rst embodiment of the present invention are 
performed and then optional liner 130, layer 135, layer 140, 
MIM dielectric layer 145, layer 150 and layer 155 are formed 
in sequence in trench 125 and over dielectric layer 115. The 
composition and thicknesses of liner 130, layer 135, layer 
140, MIM dielectric layer 145 and layer 150 have been 
described supra. 

In FIG. 2B, an etch is performed to remove unWanted 
portions of liner 130, layer 140, MIM dielectric layer 145, 
layer 150 and layer 155 (see FIG. 2A) to form spreader plate 
136 and a MIM capacitor 160A comprising respective loWer 
plate 140A, MIM dielectric 145A and upper plate 150A. The 
top surface of MIM capacitor 160A is covered by optional 
dielectric plate 155A. This may be accomplished by RIE 
through a patterned photomask or a patterned hardmask 
de?ned by a patterned photomask as is knoWn in the art. The 
sideWalls of spreader plate 136, loWer plate 140A, block of 
MIM dielectric 145A and upper plate 150A are aligned over 
each other (eg the sideWalls of loWer plate 140A, block of 
MIM dielectric 145A and upper plate 150 are essentially 
co-planer, alloWing for slight undercutting if any). Alterna 
tively, if layer 140 (see FIG. 2A) is not formed and thus loWer 
plate 140A is not formed and spreader plate 136 Will serve as 
the loWer plate of MIM capacitor 160A. 

In FIG. 2C, dielectric layer 165 is formed over dielectric 
layer 120 and exposed surfaces of ILD 105, spreader plate 
136, MIM capacitor 160A and dielectric block 155A. Then 
top surfaces of dielectric layer 160 dielectric block 155A is 
co-planariZed, (for example, by CMP). 

In FIG. 2D, ILD layer 170 is formed on dielectric layer 155 
and dielectric 165. Formed in ILD 170/ dielectric block 155A 
is dual-damascene Wire 175 comprising respective Wire por 
tion 176 and integral via portions 177. ILD 170 and Wire 170 
comprise a normal Wiring level of the integrated circuit chip. 
Via portions 177 physically and electrically contact upper 
plate 150A. 

FIG. 3 is a top vieW of the MIM capacitor according to the 
embodiments of the present invention. In FIG. 3. it can be 
seen that an array of Wires 110 are distributed under MIN 
capacitor 160 in order to spread out the current and that edges 
of spreader plate 136 extends past edges of MIM capacitor 
160. (For MIM capacitor 160A, the edges of spreader plate 
136 Would be aligned to the edges of the MIM capacitor.) 
Spreader plate 136 reduces the resistance of the contact 
betWeen Wires 170 and MIM capacitor 160/160A. For MIM 
capacitor 160A, spreader plate 136 de?nes the area of the 
capacitor. For MIM capacitor 160, spreader plate 136 de?nes 
a maximum area of the capacitor. An array of vias 177 spreads 
the current load over the area of MIM capacitor 160/160A. 

Thus, the embodiments of the present invention provide a 
MIM capacitor structure having reduced plate resistance and 
that is easily integrated into copper Wiring technology 

The description of the embodiments of the present inven 
tion is given above for the understanding of the present inven 
tion. It Will be understood that the invention is not limited to 
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6 
the particular embodiments described herein, but is capable 
of various modi?cations, rearrangements and substitutions as 
Will noW become apparent to those skilled in the art Without 
departing from the scope of the invention. Therefore it is 
intended that the folloWing claims cover all such modi?ca 
tions and changes as fall Within the true spirit and scope of the 
invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method, comprising: 
forming one or more copper loWer interconnects in a ?rst 

interlevel dielectric layer; 
forming a ?rst intermediate dielectric layer on a top of said 

?rst interlevel dielectric layer; 
forming a trench in said ?rst intermediate dielectric layer, 

top surfaces of said one or more said loWer interconnects 
exposed in a bottom of said trench; 

forming an electrically conductive spreader plate in and 
completely ?lling said trench, a bottom surface of said 
spreader plate in physical and electrical contact With 
said one or more copper loWer interconnects; 

forming a MIM dielectric block over a top surface of said 
spreader plate; 

forming an electrically conductive upper plate on a top 
surface of said MIM dielectric block, sideWalls of said 
upper plate and said MIM dielectric plate essentially 
co-planer; 

forming a second intermediate dielectric layer on top of 
said ?rst intermediate dielectric layer, a top surface of 
said second intermediate dielectric layer coplanar With a 
top surface of said upper plate; 

forming a second interlevel dielectric layer on said top 
surfaces of said second intermediate dielectric layer and 
said upper plate; and 

forming one or more copper upper interconnects in said 
second interlevel dielectric layer, said one or more upper 
interconnects in physical and electrical contact With said 
top surface of said upper plate. 

2. The method of claim 1, further including, forming an 
electrically conductive loWer plate betWeen said spreading 
plate and said dielectric block, sideWalls of said loWer plate 
co-planer With said sideWalls of said dielectric block and said 
upper plate. 

3. The method of claim 2, Wherein said loWer plate com 
prise a layer of tantalum, a layer of tantalum nitride, a layer of 
titanium, a layer of titanium nitride, a layer of tungsten or 
combinations of layers thereof. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein perimeters of said upper 
plate and said dielectric block do not extend a perimeter of 
said spreader plate. 

5. The method of claim 1, 
Wherein said upper plate comprises a layer of tantalum, a 

layer of tantalum nitride, a layer of titanium, a layer of 
titanium nitride, a layer of tungsten or combinations of 
layers thereof, and 

Wherein said dielectric block comprises a layer of a metal 
oxide, a layer of TaZOS, a layer of BaTiO3, a layer of 
HfO2, a layer of ZrO2, a layer of A1203, a layer of a metal 
silicate, a layer of HfSixOy, a layer of HfSixOyNZ or 
combinations of layers thereof. 

6. A method, comprising: 
forming one or more copper loWer interconnects in a ?rst 

interlevel dielectric layer; 
forming a ?rst intermediate dielectric layer on top of said 

?rst interlevel dielectric layer; 
forming a trench in said ?rst intermediate dielectric layer, 

top surfaces of said one or more said loWer interconnects 
exposed in a bottom of said trench; 
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forming an electrically conductive spreader plate layer on 
said bottom and on sideWalls of said trench, said 
spreader plate layer in physical and electrical contact 
With said one or more copper loWer interconnects; 

forming a MIM dielectric layer over a top surface of said 
spreader plate layer; 

forming an electrically conductive upper plate layer on a 
top surface of said MIM dielectric layer; 

removing regions of said spreader plate layer, said MIM 
dielectric layer and said upper plate layer to form a 
spreader plate, a MIM dielectric block and an upper 
plate, sideWalls of said spreader plate, said MIM dielec 
tric block and said upper plate essentially co-planer; 

forming a second intermediate dielectric layer on top of 
said ?rst intermediate dielectric layer, a top surface of 
said second intermediate dielectric layer coplanar With a 
top surface of said upper plate; 

forming a second interlevel dielectric layer on said top 
surfaces of said second intermediate dielectric layer and 
said upper plate; and 

forming one or more copper upper interconnects in said 
second interlevel dielectric layer, said one or more upper 
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interconnects in physical and electrical contact With said 
top surface of said upper plate. 

7. The method of claim 6, further including: 
forming a loWer plate layer betWeen said spreader plate 

layer and said MIM dielectric layer; and 
simultaneous With said removing regions of said spreader 

plate layer, said MIM dielectric layer and said upper 
plate layer, removing regions of said loWer plate layer to 
form a loWer plate, sideWalls of said loWer plate co 
planer With said sideWalls of said spreader plate, said 
dielectric block and said upper plate. 

8. The method of claim 7, 
Wherein said loWer and upper plates independently com 

prise a layer of tantalum, a layer of tantalum nitride, a 
layer of titanium, a layer of titanium nitride, a layer of 
tungsten or combinations of layers thereof, and 

Wherein said dielectric block comprises a layer of a metal 
oxide, a layer of Ta2O5, a layer of BaTiO3, a layer of 
HfO2, a layer of ZrO2, a layer of A1203, a layer of a 
metal silicate, a layer of HfSixOy, a layer of HfSixOyNZ 
or combinations of layers thereof. 

* * * * * 


