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(57) ABSTRACT 

Disclosed are retrievable through-tubing tools and methods 
for use in Wellbores to inject ?uids at subterranean locations 
Wherein the tool have spaced foamed seal elements that are 
retracted during installation and expand When in use. 
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR 
INJECTING FLUIDS AT A SUBTERRANEAN 

LOCATION IN A WELL 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

None 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

None 

REFERENCE TO MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

Not applicable 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present inventions relate generally to Well production 
operations and more particularly to the injection of ?uids at 
subterranean locations in Wells. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTIONS 

An increasing number of Wells have been completed With 
the installation of liners, perforated or slotted liners, screens, 
and/ or gravel packing. These con?gurations are typically 
connected to smaller-diameter production tubing extending 
to the surface. For example, an installation having a 7-inch 
liner or base pipe of a screen could be connected to 31/2 inch 
production tubing or and installation Where an expandable 
screen or base pipe has been installed and expanded. 

Maintaining and completing these installations can require 
a variety of localiZed processes, for example, acid Washes for 
screens and gravel packs, Water shut-offWater polymer inj ec 
tion through perforations, screens and gravel packs, open hole 
and through casing perforation stimulation. The ef?ciency of 
these processes is dependent on the proper placement and 
direction of the treating ?uids. 

The smaller production tubing limits the siZe and type of 
tools and equipment available to service these con?gurations. 
Tools generally available from oil tool suppliers called 
“through-tubing” tools are used to perform these processes. 
Tools that comprise an injection port located betWeen spaced 
seal elements to isolate a Well section are called Selective 
Injection Packers. Selective Injection Packers utiliZe cups or 
in?atable seal elements that are designed to run through pro 
duction tubing and isolate a portion of the Well to alloW 
precise injection of treatment chemical. While these tools are 
being used currently, they present isolation and retrieving 
problems. 

Tools With cup-type seal elements have siZe limitation, and 
tools With in?atable seal elements must be successfully 
in?ated, utiliZed and then de?ated before moving to a differ 
ent location. Once in?ated, the tool cannot slide longitudi 
nally along the Wellbore and, thus, cannot inject ?uids While 
they are being moved. When settable ?uids are being injected, 
the time consumed With in?ation-de?ation betWeen injec 
tions can result in failures. In addition, these in?atable seal 
tools suffer from the inherent risk of the failure to in?ate or 
de?ate. 

Thus, there are needs for methods and apparatuses for 
performing through-tubing isolated injection of treatment 
?uids into materials in and surrounding Wellbores. 
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2 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTIONS 

The present inventions provide improved through-tubing 
Well treatment methods and apparatuses for performing iso 
lated ?uid injection. 
More speci?cally, the present inventions are directed to a 

through-tubing tool With an improved expandable seal con 
?guration. 

In another aspect, the present inventions are directed to an 
improved selective injection packer With seal elements made 
from closed-cell foam material that is compressed during 
movement through the tubing and is unrestrained to expand in 
the Wellbore to provide an effective seal. 

In a further aspect, the present inventions are directed to an 
improved selective injection packer having a mandrel, at least 
one injection port in the mandrel, and spaced seal elements on 
the mandrel Wherein the seal elements comprise foamed cell 
elastomer. 
A more complete understanding of the present inventions 

and the advantages thereof may be acquired by referring to 
the folloWing description taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings in Which: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a cross section of one embodiment of the 
improved apparatus of the present inventions illustrated in the 
run con?guration; 

FIG. 2 is a partial cross-section vieW of the FIG. 1 embodi 
ment of the improved apparatus of the present inventions 
illustrated in the expanded con?guration; and 

FIG. 3 is a partial cross-section vieW of the actuator portion 
of the FIG. 1 embodiment of the improved apparatus of the 
present inventions. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present inventions provide improved methods and 
apparatuses for injecting ?uids at subterranean locations and 
has particular advantages When used in through-tubing envi 
ronments. The methods and apparatuses can be used in either 
vertical or horiZontal Wellbores, in consolidated and uncon 
solidated formations, in “open-hole” and/or under reamed 
completions, as Well as in cased Wells. If used in a cased 
Wellbore, the casing is perforated to provide for ?uid com 
munication With the Wellbore. The term “vertical Wellbore” is 
used herein to mean the portion of a Wellbore to be completed 
Which is substantially vertical or deviated from vertical in an 
amount up to about 15°. The term “horiZontal Wellbore” is 
used herein to mean the portion of a Wellbore to be completed 
is substantially horiZontal, or at an angle from vertical, in the 
range of from about 75° to about 105°. Since the present 
inventions are applicable in horiZontal and inclined Well 
bores, the terms “upper and loWer” and “top and bottom” as 
used herein are relative terms and are intended to apply to the 
respective positions Within a particular Wellbore, While the 
term “levels” is meant to refer to respective spaced positions 
along the Wellbore. 

Referring more particularly to the draWings, Wherein like 
reference characters are used throughout the various ?gures 
to refer to like or corresponding parts, there is shoWn in FIGS. 
1-3 one embodiment of an injection tool assembly 10 in 
accordance With the present inventions. The tool assembly 10 
has the capacity to be loWered into a Wellbore and pass 
through restricted diameter production tubing 32 (see FIG. 2) 
to access and inject ?uids into a larger-diameter Wellbore 
tubular 34 (see FIG. 1), such as, liner (illustrated as having 
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perforations 35) orperforated screen base pipe. Tools like tool 
assembly 10 With the capacity to move through smaller tubing 
and operate in a larger-diameter Wellbore portion are referred 
to as “through-tubing” tools. 

The assembly comprises a mandrel body 12 on Which is 
mounted upper and loWer seal elements 14. To provide 
through-tubing capacity, the seal elements are compressed 
and restrained in a siZe to ?t through the restricted tubing and 
are released to expand to a siZe to function in the larger 
diameter injection location. The tool is removed by forcing 
the seal elements through the restricted tubing Without ?rst 
compressing them. 

In FIG. 1, the seal elements 14 are shoWn in the fully 
expanded position. In this exemplary embodiment of the 
present inventions, the seal elements 14 are made from a 
open-cell ?exible foam material. The foam material is 
selected to form a seal element to have suf?cient compress 
ibility to pass through the restricted tubing and suf?cient 
strength to function to restrict ?uid ?oW around the tool. 
Foams and foam materials are commercially available With 

a variety of properties. Foams are made from loW-density 
elastomers, plastics, and other materials With various porosi 
ties. They are used in a variety of applications. Open-cellular 
foams comprise material that substantially has intercon 
nected pores or cells. Closed-cellular foams do not have sub 
stantial amounts of interconnected pores or cells. Flexible 
foams can compress, bend, ?ex or absorb impacts Without 
cracking or delaminating. Rigid foams feature a matrix With 
very little or no ?exibility. 

Important speci?cations to consider for selecting foams 
and foam materials for use in forming seal elements include 
tensile strength, tensile modulus, elongation, tear strength, 
use temperature, thermal conductivity, and compressibility. 
According to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven 
tions, the seal elements could be made at least inpart from any 
open-cell ?exible foam having a su?icient compressibility, 
density, ?rmness, and resilience suitable for the desired appli 
cation. One of ordinary skill in the art With the bene?t of this 
disclosure Will be able to determine the appropriate foam 
material for the seal elements. 

The foam seal elements should be siZed to properly engage 
the inner Wall of the largest-diameter tubular in Which the tool 
of the present inventions is to operate and of su?icient length 
to restrict ?oW of treatment ?uids along the tubular 34. The 
foam body should also readily compress to a siZe to pass 
through the smallest internal diameter restrictions leading to 
the treatment location. 

In a further exemplary embodiment of the present inven 
tions, a closed-cell foam material could be used in place of, or 
in combination With, open-cell foam material. 

In certain exemplary embodiments of the present inven 
tions, the seal elements Will have a cylindrical shape. In 
certain exemplary embodiments, the seal elements Will have 
a constant cross section; in other embodiments such as 
shoWn, the cross section Will vary along the length. In certain 
exemplary embodiments, the outer surface of the seal ele 
ments Will have a smooth outer surface; in others, the outer 
surface could be comprised of a plurality of one or more ribs 
of ?ns. In certain exemplary embodiments, the end faces of 
the seal elements Will be planar, concave or convex. 

The seal elements 14 are selected to have an expanded 
diameter and length to restrict ?oW along the annulus formed 
betWeen the outside of the mandrel body 12 and the interior 
Wall of a doWnhole tubular member such as a Well liner. 
Preferably, the seal elements 14 contact the interior Wall of the 
doWnhole tubular member at the treatment location and have 
suf?cient length to prevent ?oW through the annulus. 
An axially extending interior passageWay 16 in the man 

drel body 12 terminates at the doWnhole end at a valve seat 18 
for receiving a ball valve 19 (shoWn installed). A passage 20 
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4 
in the valve seat 18 communicates With the exterior of the 
mandrel. The opposite or upper end of the passageWay 16 is in 
?uid communication With a tubing string extending to the 
Wellhead. The mandrel body 12 is mechanically coupled by a 
collar 24 to a Work string 26 (see FIG. 3). Typically, the Work 
string 24 comprises coiled tubing, jointed tubing or the like 
and is used to insert the tool assembly 10 into a subterranean 
location in a Wellbore. As used herein “Work string” is used to 
refer to jointed or unj ointed tubular members that are used to 
move, support and supply ?uid to tools at subterranean loca 
tions in a Well. 
A port 22 located betWeen the seal elements 14 is in ?uid 

communication With the passageWay 16. For simplicity of 
description, only one port is shoWn, and it is shoWnpositioned 
at right angles to the body 12. It is to be understood that more 
than one port could be present and at other orientations. 

In FIG. 2, the tool assembly 10 is illustrated in the run 
position With the outside diameter of seal elements 14 
reduced (or compressed) so that it Will pass through produc 
tion tubing 32. In this run position, the seal elements 14 are 
compressed and retained inside a sleeve 30. The sleeve 30 is 
selected to have an outer diameter and length small enough to 
pass through the smallest internal diameter restrictions lead 
ing to the treatment location. The sleeve 30 is connected to an 
actuator assembly (not shoWn in FIG. 2) for removing the 
sleeve 30 from around the seal elements 14 When the tool 
assembly 10 reaches its treatment location. The sleeve 30 is 
supported from an annular guide 38 and carries a seal 36 that 
covers port 22 When in this run position. In this run position, 
the passageWay 20 is open to ?oW both directions as no ball 19 
is in place on seat 18. 
An exemplary actuator assembly embodiment is illustrated 

in FIG. 3. A variable volume chamber 44 is formed inside the 
sleeve 30 around the body 12 and is bordered on one end by 
end cap 40 and the other by piston 48. End cap 40 is connected 
to the end of the sleeve 30 and surrounds and axially slides 
along the outside of body 12. Annular seals or packing 42 
seals the annulus formed betWeen the end cap 40 andbody 12. 
Piston 48 is ?xed on the outside of the body 12, and seals or 
packing 46 seals the annulus betWeen piston 48 and the inte 
rior of sleeve 30. A port 50 connects chamber 44 and the 
interior passageWay 16 of body 12. Shear pins not shoWn can 
be used to temporarily ?x the sleeve 30 in the run position on 
the body 12. 

In an alternative exemplary embodiment of the present 
inventions, the sleeve retaining the seal elements compressed 
could be made from a material that Will dissolve When placed 
in the Wellbore or When a particular ?uid is pumped through 
the tool. 

The tool assembly 10 may be used to perform the ?uid 
injection methods of the present inventions at subterranean 
locations Where access to the locations requires passage 
through a restriction. An example application of the methods 
of the inventions Would be present When localiZed ?uid injec 
tions are required at locations in a Well screen located beloW 
a smaller-diameter production tubing 32. First, the tool 10 is 
assembled With seal elements 12 of a siZe to engage the Walls 
of the Well screen base pipe 34. The seal elements 12 are 
compressed and retained in the run position of FIG. 2 in a 
sleeve 30 of a diameter to pass through the production tubing 
32. 
The tool 10 is loWered into the Well on coil tubing, a Work 

string or the like and passed through the production tubing to 
the location of use in the larger base pipe 34 of the screen. A 
ball 19 is pumped doWn the Work string 26 to close the seat 18. 
Continued pumping of ?uid doWn the string 26 causes ?oW 
through port 50 and into chamber 44. Fluid entering chamber 
44 causes end cap 40 and sleeve 30 to tend to axially move 
With respect to the body 12 in the direction of arroW 60 (see 
FIGS. 2 and 3). Continued pumping at a su?icient rate causes 
the sleeve 30 to move (severing any shear pins) to the position 
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shown in FIG. 1 to uncover and release the seal elements 14. 
Seal elements 14 Will expand into contact With the tubular 
member 34. 
As treatment ?uid is pumped through the port 22, the ?uid 

Will be localized to the perforations 35 in the base pipe 34 of 
the screen located betWeen the seal elements 14. In addition 
?uid injections a can be performed at multiple locations by 
axially moving the tool 10. In addition, ?uid can be injected 
continuously as the tool is moved. 

To retrieve the tool 10 to the surface, the coil tubing is 
retracted by pulling the seal elements into and through the 
production tubing 32. The pliability of seal elements made 
from foamed material alloWs retrieval Without requiring that 
the seal elements be compressed to a siZe smaller than the 
internal cross section of the production tubing 32. 

In another example the tool 10 it run in the Well and the seal 
elements are released inside a portion of an horizontally 
extending expanded screen (or expanded liner) installation. 
The Well portion to be treated is subject to undesirable Water 
incursion. Treatment ?uid is pumped into (injected) into the 
screen portion to block Water incursion. It is knoWn that 
subterranean formation permeability and screen permeability 
can be altered by contacting the subterranean formation and 
or screen With a treating liquid containing one or more mate 
rials and thixotropy imparting agents. See for example the 
thixotropy imparting agents described in and described in the 
references cited in US. Pat. No. 6,823,939 issued Nov. 30, 
2004 to BouWmeester, et al. entitled Methods of Treating 
Subterranean Zones Penetrated by Well Bores. Suitable 
thixotropic ?uids for Water blocking can be selected from 
those knoWn to persons of skill in the art in the industry. The 
treatment is performed by pumping a thixotropic ?uid into 
and around the Well screen and alloWing the ?uid to increase 
in viscosity. After treatment the tool is retrieved as described 
in the previous example. 

Therefore, the present inventions are Well adapted to carry 
out the objects and attain the ends and advantages mentioned 
as Well as those Which are inherent therein. While the inven 
tion has been depicted, described, and is de?ned by reference 
to exemplary embodiments of the inventions, such a reference 
does not imply a limitation on the inventions, and no such 
limitation is to be inferred. The inventions are capable of 
considerable modi?cation, alteration, and equivalents in form 
and function, as Will occur to those ordinarily skilled in the 
pertinent arts and having the bene?t of this disclosure. The 
depicted and described embodiments of the inventions are 
exemplary only, and are not exhaustive of the scope of the 
inventions. Consequently, the inventions are intended to be 
limited only by the spirit and scope of the appended claims, 
giving full cogniZance to equivalents in all respects. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for using an injection apparatus having a body 

With an internal passageWay and an injection port and having 
annular compressible seal elements around the exterior of the 
body, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) maintaining the seal elements compressed in siZe; 
(b) While maintaining the seal elements compressed, trans 

porting the ?uid injection apparatus to a subterranean 
Wellbore location; 

(c) permitting the seal elements to expand in the subterra 
nean Wellbore location; 

(d) discharging ?uid from the injection port into the Well 
bore at the subterranean location; 

(e) While permitting expansion of the seal elements, axially 
moving the apparatus through a portion of the Wellbore 
to another subterranean location; and 

(f) discharging ?uid from the injection port into the Well 
bore at the another subterranean location. 

6 
2. The method of claim 1 for using an injection apparatus 

Wherein the seal elements are made at least in part from open 
cell foamed material. 

3. The method of claim 1 for using an injection apparatus 
5 Wherein the seal elements are made at least in part from open 

cell foamed elastomeric material. 
4. The method of claim 1 for using an injection apparatus 

Wherein the maintaining While transporting step comprises 
compressing the seal elements in a sleeve. 

5. The method of claim 4 for using an injection apparatus 
Wherein the permitting step comprises removing the seal 
elements from the sleeve. 

6. The method of claim 1 for using an injection apparatus 
additionally comprising the step of discharging ?uids While 
axially moving the injection apparatus through a portion of 
the Wellbore. 

7. The method of claim 1 additionally comprising the step 
of removing the ?uid injection apparatus from the Wellbore 
While permitting expansion of the seal elements. 

8. The method of claim 1 for using an injection apparatus 
Wherein the transporting step comprises passing the injection 
apparatus through a restriction in the Well having a cross 
section area less than the cross section area of the seal element 
When uncompressed. 

9. The method of claim 1 for using an injection apparatus 
Wherein the transporting step comprises passing the injection 
apparatus through a restriction in the Well having a cross 
section area less than the cross section area of the subterra 
nean Wellbore location. 

10. The method of claim 1 Wherein the ?uid is thixotropic. 
11. The method of claim 1 Wherein the subterranean Well 

bore location comprises a Well screen. 
12. The method of claim 1 Wherein the subterranean Well 

bore location comprises a perforated liner. 
13. A method for using an injection apparatus having a 

body With an internal passageWay and an injection port and 
having annular compressible seal elements around the exte 
rior of the body, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) maintaining the seal elements compressed in siZe; 
(b) While maintaining the seal elements compressed, trans 

porting the ?uid injection apparatus to a subterranean 
Wellbore location; 

(c) permitting the seal elements to expand in the subterra 
nean Wellbore location; 

(d) discharging ?uid from the injection port into the Well 
bore at the subterranean location; and 

(e) then discharging ?uids While axially moving the injec 
tion apparatus through a portion of the Wellbore. 

14. A method for using an injection apparatus having a 
body With an internal passageWay and an injection port and 
having annular compressible seal elements around the exte 
rior of the body, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) maintaining the seal elements compressed in siZe; 
(b) While maintaining the seal elements compressed, trans 

porting the ?uid injection apparatus to a subterranean 
Wellbore location; 

(c) permitting the seal elements to expand in the subterra 
nean Wellbore location; 

(d) discharging ?uid from the injection port into the Well 
bore at the subterranean location; and 

(e) removing the ?uid injection apparatus from the Well 
bore While permitting expansion of the seal elements. 
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