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METHOD FOR RECOGNISING HOT 
TARGETS ON THE EARTH 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This is a U8. national stage of International Application 
No. PCT/EP2005/012352, ?led on 11 Nov. 2005. Priority is 
claimed on Ger'manApplication No. 10 2004 057 855.9, ?led 
on 30 Nov. 2004. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The invention pertains to a method for detecting hot targets 
on the Earth, to at least one satellite suitable for this purpose, 
and to at least one receiving unit for this purpose. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

High-temperature events on the surface of the Earth often 
cause environmental catastrophes. Such high-temperature 
events include forest and savannah ?res, ?res of surface coal 
mines, volcanic activity, and others (e.g., oil Well ?res, pipe 
line ?res, etc.). A quite essential precondition for the deter 
mination of the parameters of an event such as its tempera 
ture, area covered, and location is the reliable remote 
detection of the high-temperature event as a “hot target 
object” on board aircraft or space vehicles. Remote detection 
of hot target objects on board aircraft is possible primarily on 
the local or regional scale. Detection systems for high-tem 
perature event catastrophes on board space vehicles can Work 
on a global and regional scale. NeW data evaluation methods 
are required on board, for Which the existing sensors on space 
vehicles and aircraft, such as those knoW from Us. Pat. No. 
5,602,543 A, are not suf?cient. 

There are various approaches to the problem of detecting 
hot targets (hot spots) on the surface of the Earth. 

DE 198 40 873 A1, for example, describes a method and a 
device for the automatic detection of forest ?res. The disad 
vantage of such stationary, earth-bound systems is that they 
observe the ?re horizontally; that is, only the smoke column 
of a ?re is detected. These systems are designed primarily for 
the early detection of ?res, not for the acquisition of data 
concerning intensity, effective area, and effective tempera 
ture. 

For daytime ?re detection, EP 0 892 286 A1 describes a 
method for the adaptive, combined threshold processing of 
hot targets on the Earth’s surface. By means of the method 
described here, it is possible to detect hot targets With a high 
degree of reliability. The IR (i.e., infrared) data, preferably 
acquired from one or more satellites, are transmitted to a 
ground station and evaluated there according to the method. 
The data, Which are then also processed graphically, are made 
available to interested third parties over the Internet, for 
example. The disadvantage of the knoWn satellite-supported 
systems is that they are relatively expensive because of the 
personnel-related and technical resources required at the 
ground station. There is also a not inconsiderable delay 
betWeen the time at Which IR data are acquired and the time 
at Which the processed data become available to third parties. 

The technical article by Zhukov et al. entitled “BIRD 
Detection and Analysis of High-temperature Events: First 
Results”, Proc. SPIE, 2003,Vol. 4886, pp. 160-171, describes 
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2 
another multi-channel threshold method for detecting hot 
targets, to the disclosure of Which reference is hereWith 
explicitly made. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is therefore based on the technical problem 
of providing a method for the detection of hot targets on the 
Earth by means of Which simple and quickly processed hot 
target data can be made available and also on the task of 
providing satellites and receiving units suitable for this pur 
pose. 
The technical problem is solved by the method discussed 

beloW. Additional advantageous embodiments of the inven 
tion Will become apparent from the folloWing discussions. 

For this purpose, the data acquired in the various spectral 
channels are ?rst subjected to a system correction by means of 
radiometric and geometric calibration ?les stored on the sat 
ellite. These calibration ?les are generated on the ground 
during the laboratory calibration of the sensors and are pref 
erably updated continuously during the ?ight. Then the hot 
targets in the system-corrected data are determined on board 
by a multi-channel threshold method. For example, a multi 
channel threshold method such as that described in EP 0 892 
286 A1 or in the technical article “BIRD Detection andAnaly 
sis of High-temperature Events: First Results” is used, Where 
reference is made to the disclosure of those publications. The 
disclosures of these tWo publications are incorporated herein 
by reference. The potential hot targets determined in this Way 
are georeferenced by means of the position and orientation 
data of the satellite and the geometric calibration ?les and 
then stored temporarily. These “hot-spot data” can then be 
transmitted to the ground by means of the transmitting unit. 
This data ?le can be received directly by a preferably mobile 
receiving unit and decoded. The decoded data can be digitally 
processed into graphic form, for Which purpose they are 
superimposed onto an existing digital map of the environment 
of the receiving station. The basic idea of the invention there 
fore consists in having certain essential substeps of the detec 
tion process conducted on board the satellite, so that the only 
data Which the satellite is required to transmit are the data on 
theseistill only potentialigeoreferenced hot, spots. For 
these small amounts of data, a frequency-modulated high 
frequency broadcast transmission at a loW data rate to Earth 
can be used. Because the transmitted data have already been 
georeferenced, they can be received and evaluated directly 
(Without the need for the intermediate step of evaluation by a 
stationary ground station). For this purpose, a mobile, por 
table GPS receiver With an HF receiver for the HF broadcast 
transmission can serve as the mobile receiving unit. The data 
packets are decoded here in a decoder, entered via a suitable 
interface on a digital map in the GPS receiver, and displayed 
in some suitable manner. 

The IR data are preferably detected at least in the MIR 
(mid-infrared), TIR (thermal infrared), and VNIR (visible 
near-infrared) spectral bands. The MIR channel is in the 3-5 
pm spectral range, and preferably in the range of 3.5-4.2 pm. 
The TIR channel is in the range of 8-13 pm, and preferably in 
the range of 8.5-9.3 pm. The VNIR channel is in the range of 
04-10 pm, and preferably in the range of 0.5-0.7 pm. 

In another preferred embodiment, a time stamp is assigned 
on the satellite to the acquired IR data; this time stamp is also 
transmitted during the broadcast transmission. 

In another preferred embodiment, a method With the fol 
loWing steps, as also described in EP 0 892 286A1, is used for 
the detection of the hot spots: 
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Detection of the hot spots by adaptive thresholding in the 
mid-infrared (MIR), Where the ?re-free pixels With speci?c 
MIR radiance below the threshold value are rejected accord 
ing to a moving WindoW algorithm for the detection of hot 
spots in the MIR channel image data by calculation of the 
median gMIRmed and the deviation: 

(M1) 
MIR 

for each moving WindoW box of the MIR images, Where N is 
the number of pixels in the box, gMIRZ. is their radiance signals; 
and a pixel is identi?ed as a hot spot When: 

MIR MIR IR 
gi >gmed +A , (M2) 

Where the threshold value AgMIR above the median gMIRmed is 
adapted to the deviation dMIR and is proportional to it: 

Agj\/IIR:(1MIR_dMIR, (M3) 

With the parameter (xMIR, selected under the condition that a 
combined MIR/VNIR-radiance ratio threshold value is used 
later for false-alarm rejection (Step 1). 

Three successive processing procedures, Which are 
executed for each bright spot as obtained in the preceding step 
S1 of the co-registered multi-spectral scene, Where both ?xed 
and adaptive thresholding operations With their radiometric 
data in the channel of the thermal infrared (TIR) in combina 
tion With a thresholding operation using a ratio of the radio 
metric data in the MIR channel to the radiometric data in a 
channel of the visible/near-infrared (VNIR) (Step S2) are 
provided, Where these combined procedures consist of the 
folloWing substeps: 

Substep SS2.1: Fixed thresholding in the TIR, Where, in 
order to exclude cloud pixels, the radiation temperature cal 
culated from the system-corrected sensor data for all of the 
bright spots must exceed the radiance corresponding to a 
threshold temperature (e.g., 250 K). 

Substep SS2.2: An adaptive MIR/VNIR ratio threshold 
thresMIR/VMR is applied to all remaining bright spots, Which 
leads to the result that all of the bright spots With a MIR/VNIR 
channel radiance ratio beloW thresMIR/VMR are ?ltered out as 
false alarms. 

Sub step SS2 .3: In a moving WindoW procedure, all remain 
ing bright spots are subjected by adaptive TIR thresholding to 
an adaptive TIR thresholding operation, Where ?re-free false 
alarrn pixels With a TIR radiance beloW a threshold (deter 
mined by calculation of the median gTIRmed and the deviation: 

(T 1 ) 
TIR 
med 

for each moving WindoW box of the TIR image) are rejected, 
Where N is the number of pixels in the box; gTIRZ- is their 
radiance signals; and a pixel is identi?ed as a hot spot When 

TIR TIR gim>gmed +Ag , (T2) 

Where the threshold AgTIR above the median is selected in 
such a Way that additional rejection of small hot target objects 
is avoided. 

In an alternative embodiment, the multi-channel threshold 
method described in Chapter 2, “Hotspot Detection and 
Analysis Algorithm”, in “BIRD Detection and Analysis of 
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4 
High-temperature Events: First Results”, is used. This 
method is especially preferred because of the modest com 
puting effort involved. 

In another preferred embodiment, the intensity of the hot 
targets is obtained by an estimate of the radiant poWer from 
the signal of the MIR channel. 

In another preferred embodiment, the effective tempera 
ture and the effective area of the hot targets are determined, 
and the radiant poWer is then calculated from these values. 
This is done, for example, in the manner described in EP 0 892 
286 A1 under (OS3). The effective temperature and the effec 
tive area of the hot targets are preferably calculated only When 
the previously estimated intensity is above a predetermined 
limit. Alternatively, here, too, the approaches described in 
“BIRD Detection and Analysis of High-temperature Events: 
First Results”, can be used. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention is explained in greater detail beloW on the 
basis of a preferred exemplary embodiment: 

FIG. 1 shoWs a schematic block diagram of a device on 
board a satellite for detecting hot targets on the surface of the 
Earth; and 

FIG. 2 shoWs a schematic block diagram of the mobile, 
portable receiving unit. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The device 1 for detecting hot targets on the Earth is a 
component of several or of one satellite, Which is in a polar 
Earth orbit, for example, in synchrony With the sun at an 
altitude of approximately 700 km. Device 1 comprises an IR 
sensor system 2, Which is formed by, for example, an IR 
camera; an evaluation unit 3; an on-board navigation system 
4; a time recording unit (not shoWn); a memory 5 With radio 
metric and geometric calibration ?les; a mass storage device 
6; and a transmitting unit 7. 
The IR sensor system 2 detects IR data in the MIR, TIR, 

and VNIR spectral regions. The detected data are sent to the 
evaluation unit 3, Where a system correction is carried out by 
means of the calibration ?les accessed from the memory 5. A 
time datum t and position and orientation data from the on 
board navigation device 4 are also sent to the evaluation unit 
3. In the evaluation unit 3, detection is then carried out in real 
time by a multi-channel threshold method, Which includes 
false-alarm ?ltering. In addition, the intensity of the hot tar 
gets is evaluated quantitatively on the basis of an estimate of 
the radiant poWer in the signal of the MIR channel. If the 
intensity thus determined exceeds a predetermined limit, the 
effective temperature and the effective area of the hot target 
are also determined, and the radiant poWer of the hot target is 
calculated from its effective temperature and effective area. 
Then the hot target data thus acquired are also georeferenced, 
for Which purpose the data of the on-board navigation system 
4 and the geometric calibration ?les are used. The georefer 
enced data are then copied to the mass storage device 6 and 
read out successively by the transmitting unit 7. The trans 
mitting unit 7 performs a frequency modulation and transmits 
the data to the Earth as an HF broadcast transmission at a loW 
data rate. 
The on-board navigation system 4 consists preferably of a 

satellite-capable GPS receiver, an inertial measurement unit 
(IMU), and at least one star sensor. The star sensor, Which is 
preferably designed as a camera, detects constellations, 
Which are compared With stored star charts in the star sensor. 
With the help of the quaternions generated in the star sensor, 
the orientation of the satellite and of the multi-channel IR 
sensor system is updated in the on-board navigation system 4. 
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This makes it possible in particular for the IMU to be cali 
brated again When the system is turned back on after a system 
poWer-doWn. The on-board navigation system 4, further 
more, comprises a computer for collecting the individual sets 
of navigation data and a telemetry/command-receiving and 
transmitting unit, by means of Which the satellite can com 
municate With a ground station and via Which the calibration 
?les, for example, also stored in the memory 5, can be 
adapted. The primary task of the on-board navigation 4 sys 
tem, hoWever, is to keep track of the position and orientation 
data. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a schematic block diagram of a mobile, 
portable receiving unit 10 for the HF broadcast messages 
coming from the satellite. The receiving unit 10 comprises a 
GPS receiver 11, an HP receiver 12 for the HF broadcast 
messages coming from the satellite, a decoder 13, a processor 
14, a memory 15 for digital maps, and a display unit 16. The 
display unit 16 may include an interface 17 for a digital map 
software of the GPS receiver 11. As is Well knoWn, the GPS 
receiver 11 detects signals from GPS satellites and uses these 
signals to determine the location of the receiving unit. This 
location and the decoded HF broadcast messages are sent to 
the processor 14. A digital map of the environment is ?led in 
the memory 15, Where the data can be made available on a 
data storage medium or made accessible on-line. The hot 
targets are visualiZed on the display unit 16, Which is either 
integrated into the receiving unit 10 or can be connected to it 
as an accessory. The georeferenced hot targets are then shoWn 
on the digital map of the environment. Preferably the folloW 
ing additional information is also displayed: 

geographic longitude and latitude (With tolerances, 
depending on the error of the data in the on-board navigation 
system, on the height above sea level of the receiving location 
at the moment in question, etc.); 

the time of registration; 
the intensity and, if the intensity is high, the effective area 

and effective temperature (With tolerances, depending on the 
siZe and intensity of the hot target); and 

the longitude and latitude of the location of the receiver, 
that is, of the receiving unit, at the moment in question. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for detecting a hot target on the Earth by means 

of a satellite, the satellite comprising a sensor for acquiring 
data in various spectral channels in the IR (infrared) spec 
trum, an on-board navigation system for detecting position 
and orientation data of the satellite, and a transmitting unit for 
transmitting data to a receiving unit on the Earth, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

acquiring, by the sensor of the satellite, data related to a 
surface of the Earth in the various spectral channels; 

subjecting the acquired data to a system correction using 
radiometric and geometric calibration ?les stored on the 
satellite; 

detecting a hot target on board the satellite from the sys 
tem-corrected data using multi-channel thresholding; 

geo-referencing the detected hot target on the basis of the 
position and orientation data of the satellite and the 
geometric calibration ?les; 

temporarily storing the geo-referenced detected hot target 
on the satellite; 

transmitting the temporarily stored hot target by the trans 
mitting unit; and 

receiving, demodulating, decoding and graphically dis 
playing the transmitted hot target in the receiving unit, 
the receiving unit integrating geographic longitude and 
latitude of an instantaneous location of the receiving unit 
into the graphic display of the transmitted hot target. 

6 
2. The method of claim 1, Wherein said step of acquiring 

comprises acquiring data in MIR (mid-infrared), TIR (ther 
mal infrared), andVNIR (visible near-infrared) spectral chan 
nels. 

5 3. The method of claim 2, Wherein 
the MIR spectral channel is in a spectral range of 3-5 pm; 
the TIR spectral channel is in a spectral range of 8-13 pm; 

and 
the VNIR spectral channel is in a spectral range of 0.4-1 .0 

10 

4. The method of claim 3, Wherein 
the MIR spectral channel is in a spectral range of 3.5-4.2 

Pin; 
the TIR spectral channel is in a spectral range of 8.5-9.3 

15 um; and 
the VNIR spectral channel is in a spectral range of 0.5-0.7 

pm. 
5. The method of claim 2, Wherein said step of detecting a 

hot target comprises: 
detecting hot spots by an adaptive MIR thresholding, 

Where ?re-free pixels With a MIR radiance beloW a 
threshold value are rejected according to a moving Win 
doW algorithm for detection of hot spots in the TIR 
channel image data by calculation of a median gMIR 
and a deviation: 

med 25 

for each moving WindoW box of MIR images, Where N is 
the number of pixels in the box, gMIRZ. are their radiance 

35 signals; and a pixel is identi?ed as a hot spot When: 

MIR MIR IR g, >gmed +AgM, 

Where the threshold value AgMIR above the median 
gMIRmed is adapted to and proportional to the deviation 
dMIRZ 

(M2) 

40 

AgJ/IIRIGMIRudVIIR, 

With the parameter (xMIR, selected under the condition 
that a combined MIR/VNIR-radiance ratio threshold 
value is used later for false-alarm rejection; and 

performing three successive processing procedures for 
each hot target as obtained in the preceding step of 
detecting, Where both ?xed and adaptive thresholding 
operations With their radiometric data in the TIR channel 
in combination With a thresholding operation using a 
ratio of radiometric data in the MIR channel to radio 
metric data in the VNIR channel are provided, Wherein 
these processing procedures comprise the folloWing 
sub-steps of: 
?xed thresholding in the TIR, Where, in order to exclude 

cloud pixels, the radiation temperature calculated 
from the system-corrected sensor data for all of the 
hot targets must exceed a radiance corresponding to a 
threshold temperature; 

applying an adaptive MIR/VNIR ratio threshold 
thresMIR/VMR to all remaining hot targets, Which leads 
to the result that all of the hot targets With a MIR/ 
VNIR channel radiance ratio beloW thresMIR/VMR are 
?ltered out as false alarms; and 

in a moving WindoW procedure, subjecting all remaining 
hot targets by adaptive TIR thresholding to an adap 
tive TIR thresholding operation, Where ?re-free false 
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alarm pixels With a TIR radiance below a threshold 

(determined by calculation of a median gTIRmed and a 
deviation: 

(T 1 ) 
TIR 
med 

for each moving WindoW box of the TIR image) are 
rejected, Where N is the number of pixels in the box; 
gTIRZ. are their radiance signals; and a pixel is identi 
?ed as a hot spot When 

TIR TIR 

5 

8 
Where the threshold AgTIR above the median is 
selected so that additional rejection of small hot tar 
gets is avoided. 

6. The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of 
obtaining an intensity of the hot target by an estimate of a 
radiant poWer of the hot target from a signal of the MIR 
spectral channel. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
assigning a detection time stamp to the detected hot target. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
determining an effective temperature and an effective area of 
the hot target, and calculating a radiant poWer of the hot target 
from the determined effective temperature and the effective 
area of the hot target. 


