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RESOURCE IDENTIFIER ZONE 
TRANSLATION 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention generally relates to network environ 
ments and more particularly relates to resource identi?er Zone 
translation. 

BACKGROUND 

Users have access to a Wide variety of resources over a 
network. For example, a user may access a Web site to obtain 
stock quotes, business related information, and so on. Addi 
tionally, as the amount of resources available via a netWork 
continues to expand, the number of users that desire access to 
the resource may also increase. This may result in the provi 
sion of resources Which Were con?gured for one “Zone” of the 
netWork environment to be implemented in another “Zone”, 
for Which, implementation of the resource Was not originally 
intended and therefore may not be suitable for implementa 
tion. 

A Web page, for instance, may be provided by a billing 
department of a corporation for access over a corporate intra 
net, Which may be considered a Zone of a netWork environ 
ment. During the deployment of the Web page for use by the 
billing department over the corporate intranet, development 
of the Web page may also continue such that the functionality 
provided by the Web page is applicable to users “outside” of 
the corporate intranet. Accordingly, the billing department 
may also desire to provide access to the Web page over the 
Internet (another Zone) to provide access to the functionality 
of the Web page to a Wider range of users and/or make the Web 
page available from a greater number of locations. For 
example, the Web page may be accessed by users Within the 
corporate intranet to enter billing information and by partners 
outside the corporate intranet Which are to receive the billing 
information. HoWever, the Web page may not be suitable “as 
is” for use over the Internet. Links Which are included on the 

Web page, for instance, may utiliZe netWork addresses that are 
speci?c to the corporate intranet. Therefore, these links may 
be “broken” When published over the Internet such that the 
links are not selectable to cause navigation to the referenced 
netWork address. 

Therefore, there is a continuing need for Zone translation. 

SUMMARY 

Methods, systems and apparatus are described for Zone 
translation. In an implementation, a method includes in a 
netWork environment having at least tWo separate resource 
identi?er (ID) Zones, collecting translation information from 
?rst and second information producers. The translation infor 
mation describes translation of a resource ID betWeen ?rst 
and second resource ID Zones. The collected translation 
information is distributed to one or more consumers for trans 

lating a resource suitable for implementation in the ?rst 
resource ID Zone such that the translated resource is suitable 
for implementation in the second resource ID Zone. 

In another implementation, a method includes receiving a 
distribution of translation information obtained from ?rst and 
second information producers from respective ?rst and sec 
ond resource ID Zones of a netWork environment. A resource 

suitable for implementation in the ?rst resource ID Zone is 
translated such that the translated resource is suitable for 
implementation in the second resource ID Zone. 
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2 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a netWork environment in an 
exemplary implementation that is operable to collect transla 
tion information for translating a resource for implementation 
in differing Zones of the netWork environment. 

FIG. 2 is an illustration of a system in an exemplary imple 
mentation shoWing a resource provider, clients, Zone infor 
mation producers and Zone translation distributor of FIG. 1 in 
greater detail. 

FIG. 3 is a How diagram depicting a procedure in an exem 
plary implementation in Which translation information is col 
lected from a plurality of Zone information producers for 
translating a resource. 

FIG. 4 is a How diagram depicting a procedure in an exem 
plary implementation in Which a resource con?gured as a Web 
page is translated for use in a different resource ID Zone. 

The same reference numbers are utiliZed in instances in the 
discussion to reference like structures and components. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

OvervieW 
Methods, systems and apparatus are described for resource 

identi?er Zone translation. Resources, such as Web pages of 
Web sites, are often published on both an internal netWork and 
the intemet, both of Which may be considered different 
“Zones” of a netWork environment for implementation of the 
Web page. Zones may correspond to portions of a netWork 
environment Where the resource is represented With a particu 
lar fully quali?ed domain name (FQDN). A resource identi 
?er (e.g., a netWork address) uniquely identi?es a resource, 
such as by a universally unique identi?er (UU ID). For 
example, domain names used on the Internet are typically 
formatted differently than those used on the internal netWork. 
An internal Web page for a company named “Contoso Cor 
poration”, for instance, may be accessible via an internal 
netWork address “http://por‘tal” and via the Internet netWork 
address “http://por‘tal.contoso.com”. Thus, the internal net 
Work may be considered a “Zone” of the netWork environment 
Which contains resource identi?ers (e.g., netWork addresses) 
Which are not suitable for accessing the internal Web page 
from the other “Zone” of the netWork environment, Which in 
this example is the Internet. 

Continuing the example above, because the Web page Was 
originally con?gured for use in the internal netWork, the Web 
page may include links Which utiliZe internal resource iden 
ti?ers. These links may therefore be “broken” When the inter 
nal Web page is accessed from the Internet. For example, the 
internal Web page may include a link that references an inter 
nal netWork address “http://teams/main.htm”. When the 
internal Web page is published to the Internet, the link is 
therefore “broken” and thus is not suitable for implementa 
tion in the other Zone (e.g., the Internet) of the netWork 
environment. Accordingly, in an implementation, a central 
iZed mechanism is described for collecting, managing and 
distributing translation information for resource identi?ers 
such that links to a resource Which Was originally con?gured 
for implementation in a particular Zone of a netWork environ 
ment (e. g., a corporate intranet) may be translated for imple 
mentation in another Zone of the netWork environment, e. g., 
the Internet. In the folloWing discussion, an exemplary envi 
ronment is ?rst described Which is suitable for implementing 
the techniques for Zone translation. Exemplary procedures 
are then discussed Which may be implemented in the exem 
plary environment, as Well as other netWork environments. 
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Exemplary Environment 
FIG. 1 is an illustration of a network environment 100 in an 

exemplary implementation that is operable to collect transla 
tion information for translating a resource for implementation 
in a different Zone of a netWork environment. The illustrated 
environment 100 includes a plurality of resource providers 
102(m), Where “m” can be any integer from one to “M”, and 
a plurality of clients 104(n104(0), Where “n” can be any 
integer from one to “N” and “0” can be any integer from one 
to “O”. The clients 104(11), 104(0) may be con?gured in a 
variety of Ways. For example, one or more of the clients 
104(n), 104(0) may be con?gured as a computing device that 
is capable of communicating over a netWork environment, 
such as a desktop computer, a mobile station, an entertain 
ment appliance, a set-top box communicatively coupled to a 
display device, a Wireless phone, a game console, and so 
forth. Thus, the clients 104(n), 104(0) may range from full 
resource devices With substantial memory and processor 
resources (e.g., personal computers, game consoles) to a loW 
resource device With limited memory and/ or processing 
resources (e.g., traditional set-top boxes, hand-held game 
consoles). In the folloWing discussion, the clients 104(n), 
104(0) may also relate to a person and/or entity that operate 
the clients. In other Words, clients 104(n), 104(0) may 
describe logical clients that include users and/or devices. 

Clients 104(n) are illustrated as communicatively coupled 
to the resource provider 102(m) via a ?rst resource identi?er 
(ID) Zone 106(1). Likewise, clients 104(0) are illustrated as 
communicatively coupled to the resource provider 1 02 (m) via 
a second resource ID Zone 106(2). Each of the ?rst and second 
resource ID Zones 106(1), 106(2) de?nes respective portions 
of the netWork environment 100 Which utiliZe different 
resource IDs (e. g., netWork addresses) to access a plurality of 
resources 108(p), Where “p” can be any integer from one to 
“P”, available from the resource provider 102(m). For 
example, the ?rst resource ID Zone 106(1) and the second 
resource ID Zone 106(2) may be different types of netWorks, 
such as a Wide area netWork (WAN), a local area netWork 
(LAN), a Wireless netWork, a public telephone netWork, an 
intranet, and so on. In another example, the ?rst and second 
resource ID Zones 106(1), 106(2) may be con?gured from the 
same netWork, but Which utiliZe different resource IDs for a 
variety of considerations, such as for security, differing con 
ditional access rights for access to the resource 108(p), 
resource 108(p) management, and so on. Thus, the netWork 
environment 100, and more particularly the ?rst and second 
resource ID Zones 106(1), 106(2) may be con?gured from a 
single netWork or a combination of multiple netWorks. 
Although ?rst and second resource ID Zones 106(1), 106(2) 
Will be described in the folloWing discussion for the sake of 
clarity and brevity, the netWork environment 100 may also 
include more than tWo resource ID Zones. 

The resource 108(p) is illustrated as including a plurality of 
?rst Zone resource IDs 110(j), Where “j” can be any integer 
from one to “J”, and a plurality of second Zone resource IDs 
112(k), Where “k” can be any integer from one to “K”. The 
resource 108(p) may be con?gured in a variety of Ways, such 
as a Web page, an application, a ?le, a doWnloadable song, and 
so on, further discussion of Which may be found in relation to 
FIG. 2. The plurality of ?rst Zone resource IDs 110(j), for 
instance, may represent netWork addresses Which correspond 
to the ?rst resource ID Zone 106(1). LikeWise, the plurality of 
second Zone resource IDs 112(k) may represent netWork 
addresses Which correspond to the second resource ID Zone 
106(2). For example, ?rst Zone resource ID 110(]') may ref 
erence another one of the plurality of resource 108(p), such as 
a hypertext link, con?gured for use in the ?rst resource ID 
Zone 106(1). 

In another example, the ?rst Zone resource ID 110(/') may 
represent the netWork address of the resource 108(p) itself 
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4 
Which is con?gured for implementation in the ?rst resource 
ID Zone 106(1). LikeWise, in this example, the second Zone 
resource ID 112(k) represents the netWork address of the 
resource 108(p) itself for implementation in the second 
resource ID Zone 106(2). Thus, the resource 108(p) may be 
accessed utiliZing different resource IDs (e.g., netWork 
addresses) depending on the Zone (e.g., the ?rst or second 
resource ID Zones 106(1), 106(2)) from Which the accessing 
is performed. 
A multitude of resources may be provided by the plurality 

of resource providers 102(m) for access in the netWork envi 
ronment. For instance, although this example describes a 
particular resource 108(p), the resource provider 102(m) may 
provide a Wide variety of resources, such as the plurality of 
resources 108(p) as illustrated in FIG. 1. Additionally, each of 
the plurality of resource providers 102(m) may also provide a 
plurality of resources. To obtain data Which is suitable to 
translate this multitude of resources for implementation in the 
different resource ID Zones, the netWork environment 100 
includes a Zone translation distributor 114 Which is con?g 
ured to collect a plurality of translation information 116(g), 
Where “g” can be any integer from one to “G”. 

The Zone translation distributor 114, for instance, may 
include a collection module 118 Which is executable to collect 
translation information from the ?rst and second resource ID 
Zones 106(1), 106(2). For example, the ?rst resource ID Zone 
106(1) may include a plurality of Zone information producers 
120(h), Where “h” can be any integer from one to “H”. The 
Zone information producers 120(h) may be con?gured as a 
Wide variety of devices and softWare Which provide informa 
tion Which may be utiliZed to translate resource IDs (e.g., 
netWork addresses) for use in different Zones of the netWork 
environment 100. For example, the Zone information pro 
ducer 120(h) may be con?gured as a device that translates 
and/or routes netWork addresses, such as a load-balancing 
server, a netWork address translation device, a Web proxy 
server, a Web server, a ?reWall device, a netWork router, and so 
on. In another example, the Zone information producer 120(h) 
may include softWare, such as through examination of a Web 
page having listings of resource ID translations, an applica 
tion that is provided by an administrator to include manual 
mappings of translation information, and so on. LikeWise, the 
second resource ID Zone 106(2) may also include a plurality 
of Zone information producers 122(1'), Where “i” can be any 
integer from one to “I”, Which may be con?gured as devices, 
softWare, and so on. 
The collection module 118, When executed by the Zone 

translation distributor 114, collects and stores the translation 
information 116(g) from the Zone information producers 120 
(h), 122(1'). Thus, the Zone translation distributor 114 may act 
a centraliZed source of translation information 116(g) for the 
netWork environment 100. The Zone translation distributor 
114 may then distribute the translation information 116(g) to 
“consumers” Which may then utiliZe this information to trans 
late resources for use in different Zones. For example, the 
Zone translation distributor 114 may communicate the trans 
lation information 116(g) to the resource provider 102(m). 
The resource provider 102(m), through execution of a man 
ager module 124(m), may then translate the resources 108(p) 
for use in the ?rst and/or second resource ID Zones 106(1), 
106(2). For instance, the manager module 124(m) may trans 
late the ?rst Zone resource ID 110(/') of resource 108(p) for 
use in the second resource ID Zone 106(2). The translated 
resource 108(p) may then be suitable for implementation in 
the second resource ID Zone 106(2), such as through transla 
tion of links Which refer to local addresses to Internet 
addresses Which are suitable for implementation over the 
Internet. 

Links to resources 108(p) translated for implementation in 
the ?rst resource ID Zone 106(1) may then function as 
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intended When accessed by the client 104(n). For example, 
the client 104(n) may execute a communication module 126 
(n) to access a Web page that is translated for use from a 
corporate intranet to user over the Internet, such as by trans 
lating links in the Web page. In another instance, resources 
108(p) translated for implementation in the second resource 
ID Zone 106(2) may then be accessed by the client 104(0). For 
example, the netWork address of the resource 108(p) itself 
may be translated such that it is accessible by the client 
104(0). Further discussion of resource translation may be 
found beginning in relation to FIG. 3. 

Although the functionality of the clients 104(n), 104(0), 
Zone information producers 120(h), 122(i), Zone translation 
distributor 114, and resource provider 102(m) is illustrated 
separately, the functionality may be reorganiZed in a variety 
ofWays. For example, the clients 104(0), 104(n) may each act 
as consumer of translation information 116(g) and translate 
resources themselves.Additionally, the clients 104(n), 104(0) 
may also incorporate the functionality of the Zone translation 
distributor 114 such that the clients 104(n), 104(0) may obtain 
the translation information 116(g) directly from the Zone 
information producers 120(h), 122(i) Without utiliZe the Zone 
translation distributor 114. A variety of other instances are 
also contemplated. 

Generally, any of the functions described herein can be 
implemented using softWare, ?rmware (e.g., ?xed logic cir 
cuitry), manual processing, or a combination of these imple 
mentations. The terms “module,” “functionality,” and “logic” 
as used herein generally represent softWare, ?rmware, or a 
combination of softWare and ?rmware. In the case of a soft 
Ware implementation, the module, functionality, or logic rep 
resents program code that performs speci?ed tasks When 
executed on a processor (e.g., CPU or CPUs). The program 
code can be stored in one or more computer readable memory 
devices, further description of Which may be found in relation 
to FIG. 2. The features of the collection, distribution, and 
translation techniques described beloW are platform-indepen 
dent, meaning that the techniques may be implemented on a 
variety of commercial computing platforms having a variety 
of processors. 

FIG. 2 is an illustration of a system 200 in an exemplary 
implementation shoWing the resource provider 102(m), cli 
ents 104(n), 104(0), Zone information producers 120(h), 122 
(i), and Zone translation distributor 114 of FIG. 1 in greater 
detail. The Zone translation distributor 114 is illustrated as 
including a collection server 202, and the resource provider 
102(m) is illustrated as including a Web server 204(m). 
Accordingly, the plurality of resources 108(p) of FIG. 1 is 
illustrated as a plurality of Web pages 206(p) in this example. 
The clients 104(0), 104(n) are illustrated as client devices, 
Which may be con?gured in a Wide variety of Ways as previ 
ously described. The collection server 202, Web server 204 
(m), client 104(0), and client 104(n) are each illustrated as 
including a respective processor 208, 210, 212, 214 and 
memory 216, 218, 220, 222. 

Processors are not limited by the materials from Which they 
are formed or the processing mechanisms employed therein. 
For example, processors may be comprised of semiconduc 
tor(s) and/or transistors (e.g., electronic integrated circuits 
(ICs)). In such a context, processor-executable instructions 
may be electronically-executable instructions. Alternatively, 
the mechanisms of or for processors, and thus of or for a 
computing device, may include, but are not limited to, quan 
tum computing, optical computing, mechanical computing 
(e.g., using nanotechnology), and so forth. Additionally, 
although a single memory 216-222 is shoWn, respectively, for 
the collection server 202, Web server 204(m), client 104(0), 
and client 104(n), a Wide variety of types and combinations of 
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6 
memory may be employed, such as random access memory 
(RAM), hard disk memory, removable medium memory, and 
so forth. 

In the system 200 of FIG. 2, the resource provider 102(m), 
and consequently the Web server 204(m), are con?gured to 
provide Web pages 206(p) (i.e., the resources 108(p) of FIG. 
1) over a ?rst resource ID Zone Which includes the client 
104(n) and the Zone information producer 120(h) Which are 
communicatively coupled, one to another, over a netWork 
224. The netWork 224 may be con?gured in a Wide variety of 
Ways, such as a corporate intranet. The Web server 204(m) is 
also con?gured to provide the Web pages 206(p) over a second 
resource ID Zone Which includes the client 104(0) and Zone 
information producer 122(i), Which are communicatively 
coupled via the Internet 226. Thus, in this example, the 
resource IDs correspond to netWork addresses Which are suit 
able for implementation in particular Zones of a netWork 
environment. 
One of Web pages 206(p), for instance, may have been 

originally con?gured for access via the netWork 224, such as 
by including links to another one of the Web pages 206(p) that 
utiliZe netWork addresses that are speci?c to the netWork 224. 
To translate the Web pages 206(p) for use over the Internet 
226, the manager module 124(m) may receive translation 
information 116(g) from the Zone translation distributor 114. 
The translation information 116(g) is illustrated as a table 
Which includes a plurality of ?rst Zone netWork addresses 
228(x) and a corresponding plurality of second Zone netWork 
addresses 230(x), Where “x” can be any integer from one to 
“X”. Thus, the translation information 116(g) may be utiliZed 
to translate a ?rst Zone netWork address 228(x) to a second 
Zone netWork address 230(x), and vice versa. A variety of 
other translation techniques may also be employed. For 
example, the resource provider 102(m) may decide based on 
the translation information 116(g) that an original link should 
not be routed as usual, such as resolving a netWork address 
using DNS and communicating the link to it. Instead, the 
original link may be modi?ed to refer to a speci?ed server, 
and also include the original link. The speci?ed server may 
then be utiliZed to resolve the original link. Thus, this server 
may be resolved from the translation information 116(g), 
rather than using a DNS. 

To collect the translation information, the Zone translation 
distributor may execute a collection module 118 to obtain the 
information from Zone information producers 120(h), 122(i). 
For example, the Zone information producer 120(h) of the 
?rst netWork Zone is illustrated as including a netWork load 
balancing device 232. The netWork load balancing device 232 
may balance a netWork load betWeen the plurality of Web 
servers 204(m) of the respective plurality of resource provid 
ers 102(m). Accordingly, the Zone information producer 120 
(h) (e. g., the netWork load balancing device 232) may include 
translation information Which describes netWork addresses 
that are published by the netWork load balancing device 232. 

LikeWise, the Zone information producer 122(i) may 
include a reverse Web proxy and ?reWall server 234 Which 
includes information that describes netWork addresses pub 
lished by that device for use in the respective Zone. The Zone 
information producer 122(i) may publish internal netWork 
addresses, such as “//portal” and “//teams” on the Internet as 
“//portal.contoso.com” and “//teams.contoso.com”. The pub 
lished information may specify hoW the netWork addresses 
are to be translated foruse betWeen the resource ID Zones. For 
example, the information may specify that “//portal” for use 
over the netWork 224 is to be mapped to “//portal.contoso. 
com” for use over the Internet 226, that “//team” is to be 
mapped to “//team.contoso.com” for use over the Internet 
226, and so on. 
The Zone translation distributor 114, through collection of 

translation information 116(g) from a plurality of Zone infor 
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mation producers (Which in this instance are also con?gured 
for implementation in the different resource ID Zones), may 
serve as a centralized collection point for the translation infor 
mation 116(g) of the system 200. Therefore, the manager 
module 124(m) may receive the translation information 116 
(g) from a single source and apply it to the Web pages 206(p) 
to con?gure the Web pages 206(p) for implementation over 
the netWork 224 and/ or the Internet 226. 

Exemplary Procedures 
The folloWing discussion describes collection, distribu 

tion, and translation techniques that may be implemented 
utiliZing the previously described systems and devices. 
Aspects of each of the procedures may be implemented in 
hardWare, ?rmware, softWare, or a combination thereof. The 
procedures are shoWn as a set of blocks that specify opera 
tions performed by one or more devices and are not necessar 
ily limited to the orders shoWn for performing the operations 
by the respective blocks. In portions of the folloWing discus 
sion, reference Will be made to the netWork environment 100 
of FIG. 1 and the system 200 of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 3 is a How diagram depicting a procedure 300 in an 
exemplary implementation in Which translation information 
is collected from a plurality of Zone information producers for 
translating a resource. In this procedure, Zone information 
producers, a Zone translation distributor, and a Zone informa 
tion consumer are described. Each name relates to a relation 
ship of the entity With translation information. For example, 
referring again brie?y to the system 200 of FIG. 2, examples 
of Zone information producers 120(h), 122(1') are shoWn, 
Which are entities Which contribute translation information in 
the netWork environment. The system 200 also includes Zone 
translation consumers (e. g., resource provider 102(m)) Which 
are entities that consume the translation information in the 
netWork environment. For example, the Web server 204(m) 
may utiliZe the translation information to translate the Web 
pages 206(p) for output in different resource ID Zones. The 
translation information utiliZed to perform the translation is 
collected by the Zone translation distributor 114 for distribu 
tion to the Zone translation consumer(s). 

First, translation information is collected from a plurality 
of Zone information producers (block 302). The collecting 
may be performed in a variety of Ways and from a variety of 
Zone information producers. For example, each Zone infor 
mation producer may send all relevant translation informa 
tion to the Zone translation distributor in What may be referred 
to as a “push” communication model. The Zone information 
producer, for instance, may broadcast a message When log 
ging onto a netWork of its netWork address for receipt by each 
Zone information producer. In another instance, the Zone 
information producers may “discover” the Zone translation 
distributor, such as upon connection of the Zone information 
producers to a netWork Which includes the Zone translation 
distributor. 

In another example, the Zone translation distributor may 
collect the translation information in What may be referred to 
as a “polling” (i.e., pull) communications model. For 
instance, the Zone translation distributor may poll Zone infor 
mation producers to initiate a database of translation infor 
mation, to refresh a database of translation information, and 
so on. In this instance, the Zone translation distributor may 
include a list of Zone information producers Which are regis 
tered for providing translation information. Although polling 
and push communication models have been described, a Wide 
variety of other communication techniques are also contem 
plated, such as manual entry of translation information by a 
netWork administrator, a resource creator, and so on. 
A Zone translation table may then be generated from the 

collected translation information (block 304). For example, 
the Zone translation distributor may analyZe the collected 
translation information. Based on the examination, the Zone 
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8 
translation distributor (e.g., through execution of the collec 
tion module 118) may generate a table having entries Which 
provide a translation of a resource ID for use in a ?rst resource 
ID Zone to a corresponding resource ID of a second resource 
ID Zone, and vice versa. Thus, the Zone translation table may 
be considered a form of the translation information that is 
processed for ef?cient translation of resource IDs. 
The generated Zone translation table may then be distrib 

uted to Zone translation consumers (block 306). The distribu 
tion of the Zone translation table may be performed in a 
variety of Ways. For example, the Zone translation distributor 
may support a “push” communications model, in Which, the 
generated Zone translation table is transmitted over a netWork 
to Zone information consumer(s) Which are registered With 
the Zone translation distributor for receipt of translation infor 
mation. In another example, a “polling” communications 
model is supported in Which Zone information consumers poll 
the Zone information distributor for Zone information. For 
instance, the Zone information consumers may poll for par 
ticular translation information, such as translation informa 
tion collected after a particular date to update translation 
information that is already stored by the consumer. In a fur 
ther example, a “notify and poll” communication model is 
supported in Which the Zone information distributor noti?es 
registered Zone information consumers of the existence of the 
translation information. The Zone information consumers 
may then poll the Zone information distributor for the trans 
lation information When desired, such as during “doWn time” 
of the consumer, at regularly scheduled intervals, and so on. 
The distributed Zone translation table may then be applied 

to a resource (block 308). For example, a resource provider 
may translate references to resource IDs contained in a 
resource such that the translated resource IDs are suitable for 
implementation in another resource ID Zone, Which other 
Wise, Would not be suitable for implementation of the 
resource. In another example, a resource provider may trans 
late access to the resource itself such that the resource is 
suitable for being implemented in the other resource ID Zone. 
An example of translation of a resource con?gured as a Web 
page is described in relation to the folloWing ?gure. 

FIG. 4 is a How diagram depicting a procedure 400 in an 
exemplary implementation in Which a resource con?gured as 
a Web page is translated for use in a different resource ID 
Zone. A ?reWall device publishes translation information 
Which describes that netWork addresses “//portal” and 
“//teams” map to “//portal.contoso.com” and “//teams.con 
toso.com”, respectively (block 402). 
A Zone translation distributor then updates translation 

information to include the published translation information 
(block 404). For example, the Zone translation distributor 
may compare the translation information With translation 
information previously stored by the distributor in a database. 
If the translation information is not already included in the 
database, the distributor can add the published translation 
information. 

Additionally, the Zone translation distributor (such as 
through execution of the collection module 118 of FIG. 1) 
may also check the translation information for consistencies. 
For example, the translation information obtained from the 
?reWall device may re?ect updates that Were made to the 
netWork environment. Therefore, the collection module may 
include the most recent translation information in the data 
base. In another example, the collection module may arrive at 
a score Which indicates a likelihood of Whether the published 
translation information or the previously stored translation 
information is accurate. For example, a plurality of Zone 
information producers may indicate that a translation from 
“//portal” to “//portal.contoso.com” is correct. HoWever, the 
?reWall device may indicate that a translation from “//portal” 
to “//portal.example.contoso.com” is correct. Therefore, the 
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collection module may “choose” the translation information 
Which Was provided and/or veri?ed by the greatest number of 
Zone information producers. A variety of other techniques 
may also be utiliZed to check translation information. 

The Zone translation distributor then distributes the trans 
lation information to a Web server (block 406). For example, 
the Zone translation distributor may Write the translation 
information to a computer readable medium that is physically 
delivered to a provider of the Web server. In another example, 
the translation information is communicated over a netWork. 

The Web server then translates links on a Web page from 
“//portal” and “//teams” to “//portal.contoso.com” and 
“//teams.contoso.com”, respectively (block 408). Thus, a 
Web page that Was previously only suitable for implementa 
tion in an internal netWork (e.g., a corporate intranet) may 
noW be suitable for implementation over an external netWork, 
such as the lntemet. 

Conclusion 
Although the invention has been described in language 

speci?c to structural features and/or methodological acts, it is 
to be understood that the invention de?ned in the appended 
claims is not necessarily limited to the speci?c features or acts 
described. Rather, the speci?c features and acts are disclosed 
as exemplary forms of implementing the claimed invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising in a netWork environment having 

at least tWo separate resource identi?er (ID) Zones: 
collecting translation information, from ?rst and second 

information producers, Which describes translation of a 
resource ID betWeen ?rst and second said resource ID 

Zones; and 
distributing the collected translation information to one or 
more consumers for translating a resource suitable for 
implementation in the ?rst said resource ID Zone such 
that the translated resource is suitable for implementa 
tion in the second said resource ID Zone. 

2. A method as described in claim 1, Wherein the resource, 
before translation, is not suitable for implementation in the 
second said resource ID Zone. 

3. A method as described in claim 1, Wherein the resource 
includes a Web page. 

4. A method as described in claim 1, Wherein: 
the ?rst said resource ID Zone is a ?rst network; and 
the second said resource ID Zone is a second netWork. 
5. A method as described in claim 1, Wherein: 
the ?rst said resource ID Zone is an intranet; and 
the second said resource ID Zone is an lntemet. 
6. A method as described in claim 1, Wherein: 
the netWork environment is a single network; 
the ?rst said resource ID Zone includes a ?rst netWork 

address for accessing the resource; 
the second said resource ID Zone includes a second net 

Work address, for accessing the resource, Which is dif 
ferent from the ?rst netWork address; and 

the ?rst netWork address is not suitable for accessing the 
resource from the second said resource ID Zone. 

7. A method as described in claim 1, Wherein: 
the collecting and the distributing are performed by a cen 

traliZed, stand-alone Zone translation distributor that is 
separate from the one or more consumers;and 

at least one said consumer is con?gured as a Web server. 

8. A method as described in claim 1, Wherein: 
the one or more consumers are con?gured as Web servers; 

and 
the resource includes Web pages. 
9. A method as described in claim 1, Wherein at least one of 

the ?rst or second said information producers is con?gured as 
a device selected from the group consisting of: 

10 
a load-balancing server; 
a netWork address translation device; 
a Web proxy server; 

a Web server; 
5 a ?reWall device; and 

a netWork router. 

10. One or more computer readable media comprising 
computer executable instructions that, When executed on a 
computer, direct the computer to perform the method as 

0 recited in claim 1. 

11. A method comprising: 
receiving a distribution of translation information obtained 

from ?rst and second information producers from 
respective ?rst and second resource identi?er (ID) Zones 
of a netWork environment; and 

using the translation information, translating a resource 
suitable for implementation in the ?rst resource ID Zone 
such that the translated resource is suitable for imple 
mentation in the second resource ID Zone. 

12. A method as described in claim 11, Wherein the 
resource is a Web page, a Web server, or an entity that is 
accessible via a uniform resource locator (URL). 

13. A method as described in claim 11, Wherein the 
resource, before translation, is not suitable for implementa 
tion in the second resource ID Zone. 

14. A method as described in claim 11, Wherein: 
the ?rst resource ID Zone is a ?rst netWork; and 
the second resource ID Zone is a second netWork. 

15. A method as described in claim 11, Wherein: 
the netWork environment is a single netWork; and 
the ?rst resource ID Zone includes a netWork address for 

accessing the resource that is not suitable for accessing 
the resource from the second resource ID Zone. 

16. A method as described in claim 11, Wherein the receiv 
ing and the translating are performed by a Web server. 

17. One or more computer readable media comprising 
computer executable instructions that, When executed on a 
computer, direct the computer to perform the method as 
recited in claim 11. 

18. One or more computer readable media comprising 
computer executable instructions that, When executed on a 
computer, direct the computer to translate a Web page having 
a link suitable for implementation in a ?rst resource identi?er 
(ID) Zone of a netWork environment, Wherein: 

the Web page is translated utiliZing translation information 
that is obtainable from ?rst and second information pro 
ducers that are accessible, respectively, from the ?rst 
resource ID Zone and a second resource ID Zone; 

the link in the Web page, before translation, is not func 
tional in the second resource ID Zone; and 

the link in the translated Web page is functional in the 
second resource ID Zone. 

19. One or more computer readable media as described in 
claim 18, Wherein: 

the ?rst resource ID Zone is an intranet; and 

the second resource ID Zone is an lntemet. 

20. One or more computer readable media as described in 
claim 18, Wherein: 

the netWork environment is a single netWork; and 
the ?rst resource ID Zone includes a ?rst netWork address 

for accessing the resource that is not suitable for access 
ing the resource from the second resource ID Zone. 
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