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METALLIC FOAM TRAP FOR POISONS: 
AIRCRAFT OZONE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to an apparatus and 
method for the improvement of air quality. More speci?cally, 
the present invention relates to an apparatus and method for 
improved abatement of oZone and volatile organic com 
pounds (VOCs) from air, particularly from aircraft cabin air. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A commercial aircraft usually includes an environmental 
control system for providing a stream of cooled, conditioned 
air to an aircraft cabin. A typical environmental control sys 
tem receives compressed air such as bleed air from a com 
pressor stage of an aircraft gas turbine engine, expands the 
compressed air in a cooling turbine and removes moisture 
from the compressed air via a Water extractor. 

Toxic oZone in the compressed air becomes an issue When 
an aircraft is cruising at altitudes that exceed 20,000 feet. To 
reduce the oZone to a level Within satisfactory limits, the 
environmental system is provided With an oZone-destroying 
catalytic converter. 

There are a number of desirable characteristics for an 
oZone-destroying catalytic converter of an aircraft. These 
characteristics include a) high e?iciency of oZone conversion 
at bleed air operating temperature; b) good poison resistance 
from humidity, sulfur compounds, oil, dust, and the like, 
Which may be present in the compressed air (for long life and 
minimum system overhaul and maintenance costs); c) light 
Weight to minimiZe system parasitic load; d) high structural 
integrity of catalyst support under extreme heat and/or vibra 
tion shock, Which may arise during normal ?ight conditions 
(also for long life and minimum system overhaul and main 
tenance costs); and e) high mass transport ef?ciency With loW 
pressure drop. 
Among the various Ways knoWn to eliminate oZone con 

tamination from an air stream by decomposition of the oZone 
into oxygen are catalytic substances including metallic and 
non-metallic catalysts. Although catalytic systems appear to 
be the most e?icient Way to remove oZone from the bleed air 
or pneumatic ducting air supply system of an aircraft, many of 
such catalytic substances eg in the form of pellets or par 
ticles, must be carried in a container or canister, Which creates 
problems With regard to Weight as Well as affecting the air 
?oW. These materials also have other disadvantages. Thus, for 
example, the use of a catalyst coating on a metal substrate is 
sacri?cial, in that the resultant catalyst coated oxide is readily 
removed and lost in the air stream. Although nickel is satis 
factory it requires a very clean surface for deposition of the 
metal. 
Many systems are knoWn in the art for the removal of oZone 

from air, including those disclosed in the folloWing U.S. 
patents. U.S. Pat. No. 5,422,331, incorporated herein by ref 
erence, discloses methods and catalyst compositions for abat 
ing noxious substances, particularly oZone, contained in air. 
The treatment of carbon monoxide, hydrogen sul?de and 
hydrocarbons is also discussed. A primary focus of this patent 
is methods of treating air taken into and/or circulated in 
aircraft cabins, With the cabins of trains, buses and other 
vehicles being mentioned as Well. The patent also indicates 
that the disclosed catalysts can be used to abate oZone in 
equipment, such as xerographic copy machines, Which gen 
erate oZone. Further, the patent indicates that the catalysts can 
be applied to surfaces in air handling systems for residences, 
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2 
o?ice and factory buildings, public buildings, hospitals and 
the like. For this method, the catalyst can be applied to exist 
ing substrates of the air handling system, such as fan blades in 
air handling fans or compressors, grills, louvers or any other 
surface exposed to the air stream. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,206,083, incorporated herein by reference, 
discloses the co-precipitation of platinum, palladium and 
manganese oxide on a ceramic support, such as a cordierite 
support, in order to provide a catalyst suitable for the reduc 
tion of oZone content of air intended for human respiration. 
The patent refers to Us. Pat. No. 3,269,801 as evidence that 
it had been long recognized that oZone is present in the atmo 
sphere in toxic concentrations at high altitudes. Aircraft ?ying 
at those altitudes scoop in cabin air from the outside atmo 
sphere Which, because it is very much compressed, is raised in 
temperature to several hundred degrees centi grade. Such air is 
treated to reduce the oZone concentration of it to beloW 1 part 
per million (“ppm”) to render it ?t for use as cabin air. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,187,137, incorporated herein by reference, 
discloses an oZone abatement catalyst comprising a compo 
sition containing manganese oxide and metallic palladium 
and/or palladium oxide as the essential ingredients, formed as 
a thin ?lm on a support. The method of preparing the catalyst 
includes coating on a support a slurry containing manganese 
oxide, metallic palladium and/or a palladium compound, and 
an inorganic oxide sol as a binder, for example, an alumina 
sol, silica sol, titania sol or Zirconia sol. The patent discloses 
that the support, i.e., the substrate on Which the catalytic 
material is disposed, may be a cordierite or other similar 
inorganic support, or it may be a metal support. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,900,712, incorporated herein by reference, 
discloses a catalytic Washcoat in Which one or more catalyti 
cally active non-noble metal oxides (“dopants”) such as iron 
oxide are deposited from neutral aqueous colloidal solutions 
thereof onto preformed high surface area crystalline alumina. 
The neutral colloidal compounds are said to provide a uni 
form, thin coating of the non-noble dopants on the alumina 
particles and to avoid the use of noxious elements such as 
nitrates or chlorides, thereby substantially eliminating any air 
pollution haZard. The reference to eliminating air pollution 
haZards appears to be With reference to the manufacture of the 
catalyst. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,343,776, incorporated herein by reference, 
discloses an oZone abatement catalyst containing at least one 
platinum group metal (platinum, palladium or rhodium) or 
catalytically active compound thereof and an oxide or alumi 
nate of at least one non-precious Group VIII metal (iron, 
cobalt or nickel). By applying the non-precious metal oxide 
as an alumina slip prior to application of the platinum group 
metal component to the substrate, the platinum group metal, 
e.g., palladium, is preferentially exposed to the oZone. The 
carrier or support, i.e., the substrate, may be any one of a Wide 
range of materials, including aluminum. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,250,489, incorporated herein by reference, 
discloses a catalyst structure con?gured to provide heat 
exchange in Which the support, i.e., substrate, is a metallic 
support Which may comprise aluminum or aluminum alloys, 
provided the latter are used at temperatures Which Will not 
deform or melt the material. HoWever, other materials, 
including aluminum-containing steels are described. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,080,882, incorporated herein by reference, 
discloses an oZone decomposition catalyst disposed on a thin 
porous carrier (substrate) material Which has micropores of 
preferably not less than 30 microns in diameter for oZone 
abatement, in order to prevent substantial pressure loss. Any 
suitable knoWn oZone catalyst may be utiliZed, including 
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oxides of manganese, iron, silver, nickel or copper and a 
noble metal such as platinum or palladium or a mixture of tWo 
or more of these. 

In addition to the problems caused by elevated levels of 
oZone in aircraft air, high levels of volatile organic com 
pounds (VOCs) can also cause substantial passenger discom 
fort. The treatment of aircraft intake gases containing VOCs 
has been of increasing concern in recent years. Catalytic 
oxidation and adsorption are commonly used for removing 
these pollutants. In some instances, adsorption by adsorbents 
such as carbon can be used; hoWever, this process does not 
destroy the pollutants, but merely concentrates them. Further 
more, adsorption ef?ciency can be adversely impacted by 
?uctuating concentrations of the gaseous components. Cata 
lytic oxidation is a more energy e?icient and economical Way 
of destroying VOCs in air intake systems. Catalytic oxidation 
operates at signi?cantly loWer temperatures and requires 
smaller reactors made of less expensive materials. 

Methods for the catalytic oxidation of VOCs are Well 
knoWn in the art. For example, US. Pat. Nos. 3,972,979 and 
4,053,557, incorporated herein by reference, describe the 
decomposition of halogenated hydrocarbons by oxidation 
over chromium oxide or a boehmite supported platinum. 
US. Pat. Nos. 4,059,675, 4,059,676 and 4,059,683, incor 

porated herein by reference, describe methods for decompos 
ing halogenated organic compounds using catalysts contain 
ing ruthenium, ruthenium-platinum and platinum, 
respectively, in the presence of an oxidiZing agent at a tem 
perature of at least 3500 C. 
US. Pat. No. 5,283,041, incorporated herein by reference, 

discloses an oxidation catalyst for treating a gas stream con 
taining compounds selected from the group consisting of 
halogenated organic compounds, other organic compounds 
and mixtures thereof; the catalyst comprising a core material 
comprising Zirconium oxide and one or more oxides of man 
ganese, cerium or cobalt With vanadium oxide and, prefer 
ably, platinum group metal dispersed on the core material. 
US. Pat. No. 5,643,545, incorporated herein by reference, 

relates to treatment of streams containing halogenated 
organic compounds and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 
With catalytic materials deposited on high acidity and/or loW 
acidity supports. 
US. Pat. Nos. 5,578,283 and 5,653,949, incorporated 

herein by reference, relate to treatment of gases containing 
halogenated organic compounds, non-halogenated organic 
compounds, carbon monoxide or mixtures thereof. Catalyst 
compositions useful in the treatment comprise at least one 
platinum group metal, Zirconium oxide and at least one oxide 
of manganese, cerium or cobalt. A further composition dis 
closed uses the foregoing described components but Which is 
substantially free of vanadium in a process for treating a gas 
stream containing at least one brominated organic compound. 
US. Pat. No. 6,319,484, incorporated herein by reference, 

discloses a composition for abatement of airborne pollution 
by volatile organic compounds (“VOCs”), having an 
up stream composition containing a protective adsorbent, e. g., 
Y Zeolite, Which is effective for adsorbing large VOC mol 
ecules. The doWnstream composition contains a second 
adsorbent, e. g., a silver-containing ZSM-5, Which is effective 
for adsorbing relatively smaller VOC molecules, e.g., propy 
lene, and a second oxidation catalyst intimately intermingled 
thereWith. Oxidation of VOCs While they are still retained on 
the adsorbents is promoted at temperatures loWer than Would 
be required if the VOCs Were desorbed into the gaseous 
phase. 

HoWever, all of the oZone and VOC converters have limi 
tations. Speci?cally, they have relatively short useful life 
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4 
spans. Currently, aircraft original equipment manufacturers 
look to regenerate or replace converters every 4,000 to 15,000 
?ight miles in some applications. Extending the life of these 
converters could result in signi?cant savings. The short life 
spans of currently used catalysts result from premature poi 
soning of the catalysts by inorganic species of Zinc, phospho 
rus, calcium, and other elements, Which may leak into the air 
stream from the lube oil additives used in the engine and/or 
compressor. 

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to provide 
an apparatus for improved puri?cation of air, particularly 
aircraft cabin air. It is another objective of the present inven 
tion to provide a means of removing inorganic compounds 
and particulate matter from inlet gas streams, thereby pre 
venting catalytic poisoning, and thereby extending the life of 
the catalysts. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an apparatus for the 
abatement of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and oZone 
from aircraft cabin air. More speci?cally, the apparatus com 
prises an upstream metallic foam trap and a doWnstream 
converter for abating VOCs and/or oZone. The upstream 
metallic foam trap of the present invention preferentially 
collects poisonous species, eg inorganic deposits from 
engine or compressor lube oils, primarily in gaseous phase 
and serves as a physical barrier to the doWnstream catalysts. 
The present invention is also directed to a method for the 

abatement of oZone and VOCs. The method comprising pro 
viding an apparatus comprising an air puri?cation system 
containing an up stream metallic foam trap and a downstream 
converter for the abatement of VOCs and/or oZone, and 
directing an inlet air stream through said apparatus. 
A further aspect of the present invention relates to a metal 

lic foam trap having a metallic layer deposited thereon by 
thermal arc spraying, thereby improving trapping e?iciency. 
Optionally a refractory oxide material is coated on the metal 
lic thermal arc sprayed layer to again improve trapping e?i 
ciency. The thermal arc sprayed layer in such application is an 
intermetallic layer or anchor layer and holds the refractory 
oxide layer in place. 

Other objectives and advantages of the present invention 
Will become apparent from the folloWing description and 
appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic of an apparatus for the abatement of 
oZone and/or volatile organic compounds in accordance With 
one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2a is a pictorial sectional vieW illustrating the general 
con?guration of a metallic foam trap in accordance With one 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2b is an enlarged schematic fragmental vieW of the 
three-dimensional netWork of the metallic foam trap; 

FIG. 3 is a pictorial sectional vieW of an alternative con 
?guration of a metallic foam trap, in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an apparatus for 
improving cabin air quality, particularly in an aircraft, by 
reducing the presence of volatile organic compounds (V OCS) 
and/or oZone. More speci?cally, the present invention is 
directed to an apparatus comprising of an air puri?cation 
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system containing an upstream metallic foam trap, Which 
preferentially collects poisonous species, such as those found 
in lube oil additives, primarily in gaseous phase and serves as 
a physical barrier to the catalysts of a separate doWnstream 
converter for the abatement of VOCs and/or oZone. In an 
embodiment of the present invention, the metallic foam trap 
and the converter can be fused together by Welding, diffusion 
bonding or other means to constitute a single air puri?cation 
unit. In another embodiment the converter is a dual-function 
converter for the abatement of both VOCs and/or oZone. 

The apparatus of the present invention may be more readily 
appreciated by reference to FIG. 1, Which depicts in general 
terms a schematic draWing of one non-limiting embodiment 
of the invention. Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus comprises 
an air inlet 2, an air puri?cation system 4, and an air outlet 6, 
Which can be employed in an aircraft for the abatement of 
oZone and/ or volatile organic compounds (VOCs), from 
recirculated aircraft cabin air and/ or from compressed air 
received from a compressor contained Within the aircraft. The 
apparatus receives ambient air and/or compressed air from a 
compressor contained Within the aircraft, Which needs to be 
puri?ed by abatement of oZone and VOCs, through the air 
inlet 2 and expels the puri?ed air through the air outlet 6 into 
the cabin of an aircraft 8. In turn, aircraft cabin air can be 
recirculated back to the apparatus through air passage tube 
14. The air puri?cation system comprises an upstream metal 
lic foam trap 10 and a doWnstream converter 12 containing 
one or more catalysts useful for the break doWn of oZone and 
VOCs. As discussed in further detail beloW, the upstream 
metallic foam trap 10, comprises an open netWork of metallic 
cells or pores consisting of struts for the cellular Walls, Which 
preferentially collects poisonous species primarily in gaseous 
phase and serves as a physical barrier to the doWnstream 
converter, see FIGS. 2a and 2b. 

The present invention is also directed to a method of 
improving aircraft cabin air quality, Wherein the method pro 
vides an apparatus comprising an air puri?cation system con 
taining an upstream metallic foam trap, Which preferentially 
collects poisonous species, such as those found in lube oil 
additives, primarily in gaseous phase and serves as a physical 
barrier to the catalysts of a separate doWnstream converter for 
the abatement of VOCs and/or oZone, and directing an inlet 
air stream through said apparatus. In an embodiment of the 
present invention, the metallic foam trap and the converter 
can be fused together by Welding, diffusion bonding or other 
means to constitute a single air puri?cation unit. In another 
embodiment the converter is a dual-function converter for the 
abatement of both VOCs and oZone. 
As used herein and in the appended claims, the terms 

“upstream” and “downstream” refer to relative directions 
according to the How of an aircraft air inlet stream, Which 
typically contains high levels of oZone and may contain vola 
tile organic compounds (V OCs). The term “stream,” as used 
in this speci?cation and appended claims, broadly refers to 
any combination of ?oWing gas that may contain solid or 
liquid particulate matter. 

The doWnstream converter of the instant invention may be 
used in any con?guration, shape or siZe, Which exposes it to 
the gas to be treated. For example, the catalyst can be conve 
niently employed in particulate form or the catalyst can be 
deposited onto a solid monolithic carrier. When the particu 
late forrn is desired, the catalyst can be formed into shapes 
such as tablets, pellets, granules, rings, spheres, etc. The 
particulate form is especially desirable Where large volumes 
of catalysts are needed, and for use in circumstances in Which 
frequent replacement of the catalyst may be desired. In cir 
cumstances in Which less mass is desirable or in Which move 
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6 
ment or agitation of particles of catalyst may result in attri 
tion, dusting and resulting loss of dispersed metals or oxides 
or undue increase in pressure drop across the particles due to 
high gas ?oWs, a monolithic form is preferred. 

In the employment of a monolithic form, it is usually most 
convenient to employ the catalyst as a thin ?lm or coating 
deposited on an inert carrier material Which provides the 
structural support for the catalyst. The inert carrier material 
can be any refractory material such as ceramic or metallic 
materials. It is desirable that the carrier material be unreactive 
With the catalytic components and not be degraded by the gas 
to Which it is exposed. Examples of suitable ceramic materi 
als include sillimanite, petalite, cordierite, mullite, Zircon, 
Zircon mullite, spodumene, alumina-titanate, etc. Addition 
ally, metallic materials, Which are Within the scope of this 
invention include metals and alloys as disclosed in U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,920,583, incorporated herein by reference, Which are 
oxidation resistant and are otherWise capable of Withstanding 
high temperatures. For the treatment of gases containing 
halocarbons, ceramic materials may be preferred. 

The monolithic carrier material can best be utiliZed in any 
rigid unitary con?guration, Which provides a plurality of 
pores or channels extending in the direction of gas ?oW. In 
one embodiment the con?guration can be a honeycomb con 
?guration. The honeycomb structure can be used advanta 
geously in either unitary form, or as an arrangement of mul 
tiple modules. The honeycomb structure is usually oriented 
such that gas How is generally in the same direction as the 
cells or channels of the honeycomb structure. For a more 
detailed discussion of monolithic structures, refer to U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 3,785,998 and 3,767,453, Which are incorporated herein 
by reference. 

If particulate form is desired, the catalyst can be formed 
into granules, spheres or extrudates by means Well knoWn in 
the industry. For example, the catalyst poWder can be com 
bined With a binder such as a clay and rolled in a disk pellet 
iZing apparatus to give catalyst spheres. The amount of binder 
can vary considerably but for convenience is present from 
about 10 to about 30 Weight %. 

If a monolithic form is desired, the catalyst of this invention 
can be deposited onto the monolithic honeycomb carrier by 
conventional means. For example, a slurry can be prepared by 
means knoWn in the art such as combining the appropriate 
amounts of the catalyst of this invention in poWder form, With 
Water. The resultant slurry is ball-milled for about 8 to 18 
hours to form a usable slurry. Other types of mills such as 
impact mills can be used to reduce the milling time to about 
1-4 hours. This slurry can noW be used to deposit a thin ?lm 
or coating of catalyst of this invention onto the monolithic 
carrier by means Well knoWn in the art. Optionally, an adhe 
sion aid such as alumina, silica, Zirconium silicate, aluminum 
silicates or Zirconium acetate can be added in the form of an 
aqueous slurry or solution. A common method involves dip 
ping the monolithic carrier into said slurry, bloWing out the 
excess slurry, drying and calcining in air at a temperature of 
about 4500 C. to about 6000 C. for about 1 to about 4 hours. 
This procedure can be repeated until the desired amount of 
catalyst of this invention is deposited on said monolithic 
honeycomb carrier. It is desirable that the catalyst of this 
invention be present on the monolithic carrier in an amount in 
the range of about 1-4 g of catalyst per in3 of carrier volume 
and preferably from about 1.5-3 g/in3. 
The doWnstream oZone abatement catalysts useful for the 

practice of the present invention can be any oZone abatement 
catalyst system knoWn in the art. For example, the oZone 
abatement catalysts ofU.S. Pat. Nos. 4,343,776; 4,206,083; 
4,900,712; 5,080,882; 5,187,137; 5,250,489; 5,422,331; 



US 7,462,339 B2 
7 

5,620,672; 6,214,303; 6,340,066; and 6,616,903, Which are 
hereby incorporated by reference, are useful for the practice 
of the present invention. 
An illustrative example is U.S. Pat. No. 6,616,903, Which 

discloses a useful oZone treating catalyst comprises at least 
one precious metal component, preferably a palladium com 
ponent dispersed on a suitable support such as a refractory 
oxide support. The composition comprises from 0.1 to 20.0 
Weight %, and preferably 0.5 to 15 Weight % of precious 
metal on the support, such as a refractory oxide support, based 
on the Weight of the precious metal (metal and not oxide) and 
the support. Palladium is preferably used in amounts of from 
2 to 15, more preferably 5 to 15 and yet more preferably 8 to 
12 Weight %. Platinum is preferably used at 0.1 to 10, more 
preferably 0.1 to 5 .0, and yet more preferably 2 to 5 Weight %. 
Palladium is most preferred to catalyZe the reaction of oZone 
to form oxygen. The support materials can be selected from 
the group recited above. In one embodiment, there can addi 
tionally be a bulk manganese component, or a manganese 
component dispersed on the same or different refractory 
oxide support as the precious metal, preferably palladium 
component. There can be up to 80, preferably up to 50, more 
preferably from 1 to 40 and yet more preferably 5 to 35 Weight 
% of a manganese component based on the Weight of palla 
dium and manganese metal in the pollutant treating compo 
sition. Stated another Way, there is preferably about 2 to 30 
and preferably 2 to 10 Weight % of a manganese component. 
The catalyst loading is from 20 to 250 grams and preferably 
about 50 to 250 grams of palladium per cubic foot (g/ft3) of 
catalyst volume. The catalyst volume is the total volume of 
the ?nished catalyst composition and therefore includes the 
total volume of air conditioner condenser or radiator includ 
ing void spaces provided by the gas ?oW passages. Generally, 
the higher loading of palladium results in a greater oZone 
conversion, i.e., a greater percentage of oZone decomposition 
in the treated air stream. 

Another illustrative example from Us. Pat. No. 6,616,903, 
comprises a catalyst compositions to treat oZone comprising 
a manganese dioxide component and precious metal compo 
nents such as platinum group metal components. While both 
components are catalytically active, the manganese dioxide 
can also support the precious metal component. The platinum 
group metal component preferably is a palladium and/or 
platinum component. The amount of platinum group metal 
compound preferably ranges from about 0.1 to about 10 
Weight % (based on the Weight of the platinum group metal) 
of the composition. Preferably, Where platinum is present it is 
in amounts of from 0.1 to 5 Weight %, With useful and pre 
ferred amounts on pollutant treating catalyst volume, based 
on the volume of the supporting article, ranging from about 
0.5 to about 70 g/ft3. The amount of palladium component 
preferably ranges from about 2 to about 10 Weight % of the 
composition, With useful and preferred amounts on pollutant 
treating catalyst volume ranging from about 10 to about 250 
g/ft3 . 

OZone abatement catalysts, especially those containing a 
palladium catalytic component, are effective at temperatures 
as loW as about 1000 F. (37.70 C.), although the rate of oZone 
abatement is increased if the air or other gas stream being 
treated is heated to a higher temperature. Nonetheless, in 
some applications it is highly desirable to have the catalyst 
composition be effective over a broad range of inlet gas tem 
peratures, on the order of about 1000 to 3000 F. (21.10 to 
148.90 C.). For effective loW temperature operation it is desir 
able that a high density of the noble catalytic metal, such as 
palladium, be attained in highly dispersed form on the refrac 
tory metal oxide support. It has been found that the desired 
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8 
high density of palladium catalytic component is enhanced if 
the soluble palladium salt used to impregnate the overlayer 
refractory metal oxide particles is a solution of a palladium 
amine salt, such as palladium tetraamine hydroxide or palla 
dium tetraamine acetate, or palladium nitrate. The use of such 
salts, especially in combination With a high porosity refrac 
tory metal oxide support as described beloW is found to give 
higher densities of palladium With improved dispersion on the 
overlayer refractory metal oxide than that attainable under 
similar conditions With other palladium salts, such as palla 
dium acetate or palladium chloride. Of course, as noted 
above, palladium chloride is preferably not used in any case in 
order to render the catalyst composition a non-chloride com 
position and thereby ameliorate or prevent corrosion of metal 
substrates on Which the catalyst composition is carried. 
The doWnstream volatile organic compound (V OC) abate 

ment catalysts useful for the practice of the present invention 
can be any VOC abatement catalyst system knoWn in the art. 
For example, the VOC abatement systems of Us. Pat. Nos. 
3,972,979; 4,053,557, 4,059,675; 4,059,676; 4,059,683; 
5,283,041, 5,643,545; 5,578,283; 5,653,949; and 6,319,484, 
Which are hereby incorporated by reference, are useful for the 
practice of the present invention. The abatement composition 
adsorbs and/or oxidiZes volatile organic compounds, such as 
hydrocarbons, aldehydes, ketones, etc., in alternating adsorp 
tion and oxidation temperature ranges Which lie Within a loW 
to moderate operating temperature range. 

In an illustrative example is U.S. Pat. No. 6,616,903, Which 
discloses a catalyst composition to treat volatile organic com 
pounds (VOCs), can comprise from 0.01 Weight % to 20 
Weight % and preferably 0.5 Weight % to 15 Weight % of the 
precious metal component on a suitable support such as a 
refractory oxide support, With the amount of precious metal 
being based on the Weight of the precious metal, (not the 
metal component) and the support. Platinum is the most pre 
ferred and is preferably used in amounts of from 0.01 Weight 
% to 10 Weight % and more preferably 0.1 Weight % to 5 
Weight % and most preferably 1.0 Weight % to 5 Weight %. 
When loaded onto a monolithic structure the catalyst loading 
is preferably about 1 to 150, and more preferably 10 to 100 
grams of platinum per cubic foot (g/ft3) of catalyst volume. 
The preferred refractory oxide support is a metal oxide refrac 
tory Which is preferably selected from ceria, silica, Zirconia, 
alumina, titania and mixtures thereof With alumina and titania 
being most preferred. 

Another illustrative example is U.S. Pat. No. 5,653,949, 
Which discloses a catalyst comprising one or more platinum 
group metals, Zirconium oxide and at least one of manganese 
oxide, cerium oxide or cobalt oxide. Typically, the catalysts 
contain from about 40 up to about 88 Weight % Zirconium 
oxide (as ZrOZ), preferably from about 60 up to about 85 
Weight %; and from about 3 up to about 48 Weight % of one 
or more oxides of manganese, cerium or cobalt, preferably 
about 10 up to about 30 Weight percent. The platinum group 
metals may be platinum, palladium and rhodium and the 
platinum group metal may be present in the catalyst in an 
amount of from about 0.01 to about 8 Weight % of the catalyst, 
and particularly in an amount of at least about 0.1 Weight %. 

In one embodiment the doWnstream oZone and/or VOC 
abatement catalyst is a catalyst composition comprising a 
catalytic material coated on a substrate, in Which the catalytic 
material comprises an undercoat layer or a ?ne particulate 
refractory metal oxide and an overlayer or a refractory metal 
oxide support on Which is dispersed at least one catalytic 
metal component. 

Generally, any suitable substrate material may be 
employed, including cordierite or other ceramic-like materi 
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als, as Well as suitable metals. Typically, the metal substrates 
have substantially thinner Walls than cordierite or other 
ceramic-like substrates and yet provide adequate mechanical 
strength and better resistance to thermal shock than do cordi 
erite or similar sub strates, and to that extent are preferred. The 
thinner Walls of metal substrates as compared to cordierite 
substrates assist in reducing the pressure drop sustained by a 
gas forced through the substrate. 

For abatement catalysts intended for use in aircraft, it is 
particularly important that the catalyst be as loW Weight as 
possible. It has been found that a highly satisfactory catalyst 
of lightWeight can be made in accordance With the teachings 
of the present invention by utiliZing a metal substrate in Which 
the metal is aluminum or an aluminum alloy such as an 
aluminum-magnesium alloy. Alternatively, the metal sub 
strate may be made of titanium or a titanium alloy. HoWever, 
aluminum is lighter than titanium, less expensive and easier to 
Weld or braZe in order to form a satisfactory metal substrate. 
Accordingly, metal substrates made of aluminum or alumi 
num alloys are, to that degree, preferred. In particular, an 
aluminum-magnesium alloy provides greater hardness, 
strength and corrosion resistance than aluminum, but cannot 
readily be braZed due to the magnesium content. Accordingly, 
aluminum-magnesium alloy metal substrates Would have to 
rely on pins or other mechanical fasteners to provide a rigid 
metal substrate structure. 

In one embodiment, the catalysts may comprise a dual 
function catalyst for both the reduction of oZone and the 
removal and/or oxidation of volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs). In yet another embodiment, the dual-function cata 
lyst comprises separate catalytic chambers, one consisting of 
a catalyst for the reduction of ozone and the second for the 
removal and/or oxidation of volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs). 
The metallic foam trap of the present invention forms an 

open or reticulated substrate structure comprising metallic 
cells or pores consisting of struts for the cellular Walls, see 
FIG. 2b. The metallic foam substrate can be further described 
as a porous matrix having a plurality of irregularly shaped 
passages Wherein exhaust gases undergo multiple random 
tWists and turns in traveling from the upstream side to the 
doWnstream side of the trap, see FIG. 2a. This turbulent or 
tortuous ?oW path is de?ned by numerous apertures, pores, 
channels or similar structural features that cause liquid and/or 
gas to ?oW therethrough in turbulent or substantially non 
laminar fashion and give the substrate a high surface area per 
overall volume of the ?oW path of the ?uid through the sub 
strate, e.g., features that create a high mass transfer Zone for 
the ?uid therein. In contrast, a dense substrate, such as a plate, 
tube, foil and the like, has a relatively small surface area per 
overall volume of the ?oW path through the substrate regard 
less of Whether it is perforated or not, and do not substantially 
disrupt laminar ?oW therethrough. The open or reticulated 
substrate structure of the metallic foam, importantly not only 
provides a high mass transfer Zone, but such open structure 
keeps backpressure loW. 

The metallic foam trap of the present invention may be 
more readily appreciated by reference again to FIG. 2a, Which 
depicts a schematic perspective vieW of a metallic foam trap, 
and FIG. 2b, Which depicts an enlarged schematic fragmental 
vieW of the three-dimensional netWork of the metallic foam 
trap, both intended as non-limiting embodiments of the inven 
tion. Referring to FIGS. 2a and b, a metallic foam trap 16 is 
housed Within a housing unit 18. The schematic shoWs an 
open netWork of metallic struts 20 and pores 22, Which makes 
up a torturous pathWay for an air inlet stream. The metallic 
foam preferentially collects poisonous species primarily in 
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the gaseous phase and serves as a physical barrier to prevent 
poisonous species from contacting the doWnstream converter 
catalysts. 

Since these metallic foam structures have higher surface 
areas than dense substrates and since they permit ?uid ?oW 
therethrough, they are Well-suited for use in preparing trap 
members for the trapping of liquid-or gas-bome materials. 
Furthermore, the high surface area provides for improved 
mass transfer of active species thereby improving the e?i 
ciency of the metallic foam trap. 

Methods for making foamed metal are knoWn in the art, see 
e.g., US. Pat. No. 3,1 1 1,396, Which is incorporated herein by 
reference, and the use of foamed metal as a carrier for a 
catalytic material has been suggested in the art, see e. g., SAE 
Technical Paper 971032, entitled “A NeW Catalyst Support 
Structure ForAutomotive Catalytic Converters” byArums D. 
Jatkar, Which Was presented at the International Congress and 
Exposition, Detroit, Michigan, Feb. 24-27, 1997, and Pes 
tryakov et al., Journal of Advanced Materials, 1(5), 471-476 
(1994). Metallic foams can be characterized in various Ways, 
some of Which relate to the properties of the initial organic 
matrix about Which the metal is disposed. Some characteris 
tics of foamed metal substrates recogniZed in the art include 
cell siZe, density, free volume, and speci?c surface area. For 
example, the surface area may be 1500 times that of a solid 
substrate having the same dimensions as the foamed sub 
strate. As mentioned by Pestryakov et al, foamed metal sub 
strates useful as carriers for catalyst members may have mean 
cell diameters in the range of 0.5 to 5 mm, and they may have 
a free volume offrom about 80 to 98%, e.g., 3 to 15 percent of 
the volume occupied by the foamed substrate may constitute 
metal. The porosity of the substrate may range from 3 to 80 
pores per inch (ppi), e.g., from 3 to 30 ppi, or from 3 to 10 ppi, 
or from 3 to 5 ppi. In an illustrative range of 10 to 80 ppi, other 
characteristics such as cells per square inch may range from 
100 to 6400 and the approximate Web diameter may vary 
from 0.01 inch to 0.004 inch. Such foams may have open-cell 
reticulated structures, based on a reticulated/interconnected 
Web precursor. They typically have surface areas that increase 
With porosity in the range of from about 700 square meters per 
cubic foot of foam (m2/ft3) at about 10 ppi to 4000 m2/ft3 at 
about 60 ppi, etc. Other suitable metallic foamed substrates 
have surface areas ranging from about 200 square feet per 
cubic foot of foamed metal (ft2/ft3) at about 10 ppi to about 
1900 ft2/ft3 at about 80 ppi. One such substrate has a speci?c 
Weight of 500 g/m at a thickness of about 1.6+/—0.2 millime 
ters With a porosity of 110 ppi. They may have volume den 
sities in the range of 0.1 to 1 grams per cubic centimeter 
(g/cc), 0.1 to 0.3 g/cc is also exempli?ed. 

Metallic foamed substrates can be formed from a variety of 
metals, including iron, titanium, tantalum, tungsten noble 
metals, common sinterable metals such as copper, nickel, 
bronZe, etc., aluminum, Zirconium, etc., and combinations 
and alloys thereof such as titanium aluminum alloys, steel, 
stainless steel, Hastalloy, Ni/Cr, Inconel (nickel/chromium/ 
iron), Monel (nickel/copper), and Fecralloy (iron/chromium/ 
aluminum/yttrium). In one embodiment, the metallic foam 
substrate is selected from the group consisting of stainless 
steel, copper, titanium, Fecralloy, aluminum Zirconate, alu 
minum titanate, aluminum phosphate, cordierite, mullite and 
corundum. For use in aircraft, it is particularly important that 
the metallic foam be as loW Weight as possible, thus, metallic 
foam substrates comprising aluminum, copper, titanium, or 
alloys thereof, e.g., titanium aluminum alloys, are exempli 
?ed. Copper may be useful because copper is considered to be 
very reactive With oZone. For example, the copper metallic 
foam support can be pretreated to create an in situ high sur 
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face area copper oxide on the surface of the substrate, Which 
may be useful for the treatment or removal of oZone from an 
air intake stream. A suitable metallic foam substrate for use 
With the present invention has a volume occupied by the 
foamed substrate of about 3 percent to about 10 percent. From 
about 6 to about 8 percent is also exempli?ed. 

The metallic foam substrate is preferably coated With a 
high-surface area component, said component comprising a 
pre-treatment metallic thermal arc sprayed layer and option 
ally a Washcoat layer, such as aluminum oxide, cerium oxide, 
Zirconium oxide and copper oxide. The metallic thermal arc 
sprayed layer coating can be useful to facilitate the adhesion 
of the Washcoat layer. The metallic thermal arc sprayed layer 
of the present invention can be applied With a thermal spray 
ing process in general, including plasma spraying, single Wire 
plasma spraying, high velocity oxy-fuel spraying, combus 
tion Wire and/or poWder spraying, electric arc spraying, etc. 

In one aspect of the present invention, electric arc spraying, 
e.g., tWin Wire arc spraying, of a metal (Which term, as used 
herein and in the claims, includes mixtures of metals, includ 
ing Without limitation, metal alloys, pseudoalloys, and other 
intermetallic combinations) onto metallic foam substrate 
yields a structure having unexpectedly superior utility as a 
substrate for a Washcoat layer, e.g., a refractory metal oxide. 
TWin Wire arc spraying (encompassed herein by the term 
“Wire arc spraying” and by the broader term “electric arc 
spraying”) is a knoWn process, see e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 4,027, 
367, Which is incorporated herein by reference. Brie?y 
described, in the tWin Wire arc spray process, tWo feedstock 
Wires act as tWo consumable electrodes. These Wires are 
insulated from each other as they are fed to the spray noZZle of 
a spray gun in a fashion similar to Wire ?ame guns. The Wires 
meet in the center of a gas stream generated in the noZZle. An 
electric arc is initiated betWeen the Wires, and the current 
?oWing through the Wires causes their tips to melt. A com 
pressed atomiZing gas, usually air, is directed through the 
noZZle and across the arc Zone, shearing off the molten drop 
lets to form a spray that is propelled onto the substrate. Only 
metal Wire feedstock can be used in an arc spray system 
because the feedstock must be conductive. The high particle 
temperatures created by the spray gun produce minute Weld 
Zones at the impact point on a metallic substrate. As a result, 
such electric arc spray coatings (sometimes referred to herein 
as “anchor layers”) have good cohesive strength and a very 
good adhesive bond to the substrate. 

Thermal arc sprayed layers of a variety of compositions 
can be deposited on a metallic foam substrate in accordance 
With the present invention by utiliZing, Without limitation, 
feedstocks of the folloWing metals and metal mixtures: Ni, 
Ni/Al, Ni/Cr, Ni/Cr/Al/Y, Co/Cr, Co/Cr/Al/Y, Co/Ni/Cr/Al/ 
Y, Fe/Al, Fe/Cr, Fe/Cr/Al, Fe/Cr/Al/Y, Fe/Ni/Al, Fe/Ni/Cr, 
300 and 400 series stainless steels, and, optionally, mixtures 
of one or more thereof. Again, it is particularly important for 
aircraft applications that the metallic foam trap of the inven 
tion be light Weight. In one embodiment, the metallic thermal 
arc sprayed layer may comprise nickel and aluminum. The 
aluminum may comprise from about 3 to 10 percent, option 
ally from about 6 to 8 percent, of the combined Weight of 
nickel and aluminum in the metallic thermal arc sprayed 
layer. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, a high surface 
area temperature resistant refractory layer can be coated onto 
a metallic thermal arc sprayed layer. Useful high surface area 
refractory layers include one or more refractory oxides. These 
oxides include, for example, silica and metal oxides such as 
alumina, including mixed oxide forms such as silica-alumina, 
alumino silicates Which may be amorphous or crystalline, alu 
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mina-Zirconia, alumina-chromia, alumina-ceria and the like. 
In another embodiment, the support may be substantially 
comprised of alumina Which preferably includes the mem 
bers of the gamma or activated alumina family, such as 
gamma and eta aluminas, and, if present, a minor amount of 
other refractory oxide, e.g., about up to 20 Weight percent. 
Desirably, the active alumina has a speci?c surface area of 30 
to 300 m2/ g. 

Other suitable materials for the refractory metal oxide 
layer include copper, alumina, silica, titania, titania-alumina, 
silica-alumina, alumino-silicates, Zirconia, titania-Zirconia, 
aluminum-Zirconium oxide, aluminum-chromium oxide, 
baria-alumina, etc. Such materials are preferably used in their 
high surface area forms. For example, gamma-alumina is 
preferred over alpha-alumina. Alternatively, the refractory 
layer may be made of any suitable refractory materials such as 
cordierite, cordierite-alpha-alumina, silicon nitride, Zirco 
nium mullite, spodumene, alumina-silica magnesia, Zirco 
nium silicate, sillimanite, magnesium silicates, Zirconium 
oxide, petallite, alpha-alumina and alumino-silicates. In one 
embodiment of the present invention the refractory layer may 
be selected from the group consisting of refractory oxides 
such as alumina, titania, Zirconia, Zirconia-alumina, Zirconia 
titania, titania-alumina, lanthana-alumina, baria-Zirconia 
alumina, niobia-alumina, and silica-leached cordierite. 
The refractory metal oxide layer is preferably porous in 

nature and has a high surface area such as alumina, preferably 
gamma-alumina. The choice of the support material is not 
critical to the invention. Desirably, the refractory metal oxide 
support Will have a surface area of betWeen about 5 and about 
350 m2/ g. Typically, the support Will be present in the amount 
of about 1.5 to about 5.0 g/in3, preferably 2 to 4 g/in3. 

In yet another embodiment, the metallic foam trap of the 
invention contains at least one perforated skeWed channel 
therethrough to relieve backpres sure. The perforated skeWed 
channel(s) can be literally drilled directly through the metal 
lic foam at an angle thereby alloWing the air inlet stream to 
mix betWeen the outer and inner con?nes passing through the 
pipe, Without compromising the ef?ciency of the metallic 
foam trap. This open structure through the metallic foam 
relieves air inlet stream backpressure. 

The metallic foam trap of this embodiment of the present 
invention may be more readily appreciated by reference to 
FIG. 3, Which depicts a schematic perspective vieW of a 
metallic foam trap. Referring to FIG. 3, the metallic foam trap 
24 is housed Within a housing unit 26 and contains a plurality 
of perforated skeWed channels 28 running therethrough. The 
perforated skeWed channels 28 run at an angle relative to the 
longitudinal axis of trap 24 thereby alloWing the air inlet 
stream to mix betWeen the outer and inner con?nes passing 
through the pipe, Without compromising the ef?ciency of the 
metallic foam trap. Channels 28 do not alter in any signi?cant 
manner the tortuous pathWay created by the metallic foam. 
The perforated skeWed channels 28 relieve backpressure. As 
seen in FIG. 3, the metallic foam comprises an open netWork 
of pores 30 Which along With the metallic struts (not shoWn), 
Which form a torturous pathWay for an air inlet stream as 
described above. The struts can be coated With a metallic 
thermal arc sprayed layer and optionally a high surface area 
temperature resistant metal oxide, Which preferentially col 
lects poisonous species primarily in the gaseous phase and 
serves as a physical barrier to the catalysts of a separate 
doWnstream converter for the abatement of VOCs and/or 
oZone. 

Although catalysts are generally ill-suited for use With 
gases containing inorganic compounds and/or unused hydro 
carbons (as described above), a catalyst may optionally be 
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employed on the metallic foam. The catalyst may be any 
known catalyst for the reduction of volatile organic com 
pounds (V OCs) and/or oZone from an air stream, as discussed 
hereinabove. In one embodiment, the catalyst may be 
employed in the doWnstream half of the metallic foam trap to 
prevent substantial poisoning thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an air recirculation system for redirecting puri?ed air 

into an aircraft cabin comprising an inlet, an air puri?cation 
system, and an air outlet for redirecting said puri?ed air into 
said aircraft cabin, said air puri?cation system further com 
prising: (a) an upstream metallic foam trap; and (b) a doWn 
stream converter, said converter comprising one or more cata 
lysts for abatement of oZone and/or volatile organic 
compounds. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said metallic foam is 
selected from the group consisting of stainless steel, copper, 
titanium, Fecralloy, aluminum Zirconate, aluminum titanate, 
aluminum phosphate, cordierite, mullite and corundum. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said metallic foam 
trap is an aluminum, copper, titanium, or titanium aluminum 
alloy comprising trap. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said metallic foam 
trap is coated With a metallic thermal arc sprayed layer. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4, Wherein said metallic thermal 
arc sprayed layer is selected from the group consisting of Ni, 
Ni/Al, Ni/Cr, Ni/Cr/Al/Y, Co/Cr, Co/Cr/Al/Y, Co/Ni/Cr/AI/ 
Y, Fe/Al, Fe/Cr, Fe/Cr/Al, Fe/Cr/Al/Y, Fe/Ni/Al, Fe/Ni/Cr, 
300 and 400 series stainless steels. 

6. The apparatus of claim 4, Wherein said metallic foam is 
coated With said metallic thermal arc sprayed layer and a 
refractory oxide layer. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6, Wherein said refractory oxide 
layer includes one or more refractory oxides selected from the 
group consisting of copper, alumina, gamma-alumina, tita 
nia, Zirconia, Zirconia-alumina, Zirconia-titania, titania-alu 
mina, lanthana-alumina, baria-Zirconia-alumina, niobia-alu 
mina, and silica-leached cordierite. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said converter com 
prising one or more catalysts is a dual-function converter for 
the abatement of volatile organic compounds and oZone. 

9. A method for the abatement of oZone and volatile 
organic compounds from aircraft cabin air, said method com 
prising: (a) receiving an inlet air stream from an aircraft, (b) 
directing said inlet air stream through: (i) an upstream metal 
lic foam trap; and (ii) a doWnstream converter for abatement 
of oZone and/or volatile organic compounds; and (c) recircu 
lating said air stream from said doWnstream converter to said 
aircraft cabin. 
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10. The method of claim 9, Wherein said metallic foam is 

selected from the group consisting of stainless steel, copper, 
titanium, Fecralloy, aluminum Zirconate, aluminum titanate, 
aluminum phosphate, cordierite, mullite and corundum. 

11. The method of claim 9, Wherein said metallic foam trap 
in an aluminum, copper, titanium, or titanium aluminum alloy 
comprising trap. 

12. The method of claim 9, Wherein said metallic foam trap 
is coated With a metallic thermal arc sprayed layer. 

13. The method of claim 12, Wherein said metallic thermal 
arc sprayed layer is selected from the group consisting of Ni, 
Ni/Al, Ni/Cr, Ni/Cr/Al/Y, Co/Cr, Co/Cr/Al/Y, Co/Ni/Cr/Al/ 
Y, Fe/Al, Fe/Cr, Fe/Cr/Al, Fe/Cr/Al/Y, Fe/Ni/Al, Fe/Ni/Cr, 
300and 400 series stainless steels. 

14. The method of claim 12, Wherein said metallic foam is 
coated With said metallic thermal arc sprayed layer and a 
refractory oxide layer. 

15. The method of claim 14, Wherein said refractory oxide 
layer includes one or more refractory oxides selected from the 
group consisting of copper, alumina, gamma-alumina, tita 
nia, Zirconia, Zirconia-alumina, Zirconia-titania, titania-alu 
mina, lanthana-alumina, baria-Zirconia-alumina, niobia-alu 
mina, and silica-leached cordierite. 

16. The apparatus of claim 9, Wherein said conversion 
catalyst is a dual-function catalyst for the abatement of vola 
tile organic compounds and oZone. 

17. In an air recirculation system for redirecting puri?ed air 
into an aircraft cabin comprising an inlet, an air puri?cation 
system, and an air outlet for redirecting said puri?ed air into 
said aircraft cabin, said air puri?cation system further com 
prising: (a) an upstream metallic foam trap said foam trap 
containing at least one perforated skewed channel there 
through; and (b) a doWnstream converter, said converter com 
prising one or more catalysts for abatement of oZone and/or 
volatile organic compounds. 

18. The apparatus of claim 17, Wherein said metallic foam 
is selected from the group consisting of stainless steel, cop 
per, titanium, Fecralloy, aluminum Zirconate, aluminum 
titanate, aluminum phosphate, cordierite, mullite and corun 
dum. 

19. The apparatus of claim 17, Wherein said metallic foam 
trap is coated With a metallic thermal arc sprayed layer. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19, Wherein said metallic ther 
mal arc sprayed layer is selected from the group consisting of 
Ni, Ni/Al, Ni/Cr, Ni/Cr/Al/Y, Co/Cr, Co/Cr/Al/Y, Co/Ni/Cr/ 
Al/Y, Fe/Al, Fe/Cr, Fe/Cr/Al, Fe/Cr/Al/Y, Fe/Ni/Al, Fe/Ni/ 
Cr, 300and 400 series stainless steels. 

* * * * * 


