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CENTRAL GORE WITH CROSSED PIECES 
AND POWERNET CONSTRUCTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to brassieres having breast 

cups With a support and comfortable ?t. More particularly, the 
present invention relates to brassieres having breast cups each 
having a mesh underbust member for providing support and 
comfortable ?t. Still more particularly, the present invention 
relates to brassieres having breast cups each With an elastic 
underbust member that crosses beneath each breast cup to the 
other breast cup to provide improved comfort and support for 
enhanced ?t. 

2. Description of Related Art 
A Wide range of brassiere styles are currently available in 

the Women’s undergarment market. These different styles 
that are offered in many different siZes in an attempt to satisfy 
the needs of all Women. For brassieres to truly satisfy the 
Women, they must not only be available in a broad range of 
siZes, but they must also provide the necessary support and 
comfort, as Well as an acceptable ?t to the Wearer. 

While improvements have been made, current brassieres 
still lack the adaptability to properly ?t many Women during 
their daily activities. Often, Women buy several brassieres 
that seem to ?t properly in the store, only to realiZe that the 
brassiere is not comfortable When Worn throughout the day. 
The brassiere may not be comfortable because the ?t is not 
proper for the Woman’s particular ?gure. Alternatively, a 
brassiere may not be comfortable because it does not alloW 
for active movement. Still further, the bras siere may provide 
for active movement but may not provide for proper support 
during active movement. 

Accordingly, there is a need for a brassiere that provides 
necessary support and comfort While offering a customiZed ?t 
during active movement throughout the day. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a brassiere 
that has a member beneath each breast cup to provide an 
optimal ?t to the Wearer’s breasts during a variety of move 
ments. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
brassiere having an elasticiZed member beneath each breast 
cup for supporting the breasts of the Wearer at all times during 
use of the brassiere. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide 
such a brassiere having a pair of angled members, each for a 
different one of the pair of breast cups, to conform to the 
shape of the chest Wall. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide 
such a brassiere having an elasticiZed mesh beneath each 
breast cup and around the back of the brassiere to provide an 
optimal ?t around the torso of the Wearer. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide such 
a brassiere in Which the pair of angled mesh support members 
overlap beneath the center of the breast cups to provide a 
region of stability. 

These and other objects and advantages of the present 
invention are achieved by the present invention that provides 
a brassiere for supporting Wearer’s breasts for a comfortable 
and optimal ?t. The brassiere has a body portion that includes 
a pair of breast cups, side panels and elasticiZed underbust 
members that are connected to the body portion. Preferably, 
the elasticiZed underbust members are a pair of tWo-ply poW 
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2 
emet pieces of fabric that are each connected beneath one of 
the pair of breast cups and cross to connect to the other of the 
pair of breast cups to create a multi-ply stabiliZing region 
beneath the center of the breast cups. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective vieW of a ?rst embodiment of 
a brassiere according to the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a rear perspective vieW of the brassiere of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a rear plan vieW of the brassiere of FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to the ?gures, and more particularly to FIG. 1, a 
brassiere according to the present invention is generally des 
ignated by reference numeral 10. The brassiere 10, in its 
conventional aspects, has a body 11 With a pair of breast cups 
20 and 22, a pair of side panels 40 each adjacent and con 
nected to a different one of the breast cups, and preferably a 
back band 50 along the back base or loWer back edge of 
brassiere 10. Each breast cup 20, 22 can be either a single- or 
a double-ply cup. Preferably, each breast cup 20, 22 is a 
double-ply cup. Each breast cup 20, 22 has an outer layer 21 
and an inner layer 23. Outer layer 21 can have a decorative 
pattern such as a lace jacquard of 85% to approximately 15% 
spandex. Inner layer 23 can have a knitted tricot of approxi 
mately 92% polyester and 8% spandex. Each layer is made of 
a loW elasticity material. Alternatively, each breast cup 20,22 
could have a single layer of material. 

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 3, body 11 has a loWer trim or 
edge 12 that is along the loWer edge of the breast cups 20, 22. 
Brassiere 10 preferably has a pair of shoulder straps 60, each 
associated With a different one of the breast cups 20, 22 and 
pair of side panels 40. Each shoulder strap 60 preferably has 
a conventional length adjusting means or device 62. The side 
panels 40 are removably connected together along their free 
or distal ends by a conventional fastener, preferably in the 
form of a conventional hook 70 and eye 72 arrangement as 
shoWn in FIG. 3. 

Breast cup 20 has an arcuate loWer edge 24 that curves in an 
upWard direction toWards the center of brassiere 10. Simi 
larly, breast cup 22 has an arcuate loWer edge 26 that curves in 
an upWard direction toWards the center of brassiere 10 so that 
loWer edges 24, 26 meet and form an inverted V-shape at the 
area beneath and betWeen the breast cups. Each of the breast 
cups 20 and 22 has an elastic crosspiece 28 and 30, respec 
tively, directly connected thereto. Preferably, each crosspiece 
28, 3 0 can be folded over to have tWo plies. Alternatively, each 
crosspiece 28, 30 can have a single ply With a ?nished loWer 
edge. 

Crosspieces 28 and 30 are angled upWard toWard the area 
beneath the breast cups 20, 22 to folloW the upWard curve of 
the respective loWer edges 24, 26 of their respective breast 
cups 20 and 22. Crosspiece piece 28 is positioned adjacent to 
breast cup 20, breast cup 22, a side panel 40, and back band 
50. Similarly, crosspiece 30 is positioned adjacent breast cup 
22, breast cup 20, a side panel 40, and back band 50. Each side 
panel 40 has a lateral channel 14 adjacent to one of the pair of 
breast cups 20 and 22. Preferably, each side panel 40 is 
formed of the same material as the crosspieces 28, 30. 

Each crosspiece 28 and 30 is preferably made of an elastic 
material that contains approximately 83% nylon and 17% 
spandex. Each crosspiece 28, 30 is preferably a folded mesh 
material Who se edges are contained betWeen the trim or edge 
12 at the front of the breast cups and a loWer trim 16 on the 
inner side of the breast cups to prevent separation of the 
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edges. Each crosspiece 28, 30 has greater elasticity in the 
horizontal direction around the torso than in the vertical direc 
tion. The thin and angled pro?le of the crosspieces 28, 30 
coupled With their elasticity enables them to lie ?at against the 
chest Wall to provide a conforming ?t to the Wearer, even if the 
breast cups 20, 22 do not ?t the Wearer perfectly. By lying ?at 
against the chest Wall, crosspieces 28, 30 Will not leave an 
indentation that often results after Wearing a brassiere having 
a straight torso-encircling band at the front of the brassiere. 
As shoWn in FIG. 3, each crosspiece 28 and 30 is connected 

to a lateral channel 14 of a side panel 40. Each side channel 14 
contains an insert 18, and has a vertical extent equal to the 
vertical extent of the respective breast cup 20, 22. Insert 18 is 
preferably made of a semi-rigid plastic material, such as 
acetal resin, or any such material that Will function properly 
after being exposed to repeated Washings. Side panels 40, 
back band 50 and the ?exible crosspieces 28 and 30 are 
directly connected to each other and alloW for complete ?ex 
ibility around the entire torso Without being hindered by a side 
insert. The complete ?exibility ensures that brassiere 10 Will 
be comfortable to Wear for long periods of time during a 
variety of activities. Insert 18 ensures that there Will not be 
any cha?ing or digging by an insert into the ?esh immediately 
beneath the breast tissue or into the chest Wall because it does 
not extend betWeen back band 50 and crosspieces 28, 30. 
An overlap region or central gore 32 is formed at the 

intersection of crosspieces 28 and 30. Central gore 32 lies 
directly beneath the center of the breast cups 20, 22 and 
directly beneath the center of the Wearer’ s breasts. This region 
has a seWn loWer edge 34 to maintain a diamond-shaped area 
during movement. Central gore 32 has a loWer degree of 
elasticity during movement than crosspieces 28 and 30 
because of seWn edge 34; therefore, it provides a high degree 
of stability at the center of the brassiere. Additionally, central 
gore 32 Will prevent brassiere 10 from shifting during move 
ment. 

While the present invention has been described With refer 
ence to one or more exemplary embodiments, it Will be under 
stood that various changes may be made and equivalents may 
be substituted for elements thereof Without departing from 
the scope of the present invention. In addition, many modi? 
cations may be made to adapt a particular situation or material 
to the teachings of the disclosure Without departing from the 
scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the present inven 
tion not be limited to the particular embodiment(s) disclosed 
as the best mode contemplated for carrying out this invention, 
but that the invention Will include all embodiments falling 
Within the scope of the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A brassiere comprising: 
a body having a ?rst breast cup With a loWer edge and a 

second breast cup With a loWer edge, and a center ther 

ebetWeen; 
the loWer edges of the ?rst breast cup and the second breast 

cup each curving upWardly toWard the center of the 
brassiere; 

a ?rst elastic crosspiece adjacent the loWer edge of said ?rst 
breast cup and a second elastic crosspiece adjacent the 
loWer edge of said second breast cup, the ?rst and second 
elastic crosspieces having a ?rst elasticity and terminat 
ing at the center of the brassiere to form a loWer periph 
eral edge of the brassiere; and 

the ?rst crosspiece and the second crosspiece overlapping 
and connecting to form a central gore betWeen said ?rst 
and second breast cups, the central gore having a second 
elasticity loWer than the ?rst elasticity of the ?rst and 
second elastic crosspieces. 
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4 
2. The brassiere according to claim 1, Wherein said loWer 

edges form an approximate inverted V-shape. 
3. The brassiere according to claim 2, Wherein said ?rst 

crosspiece and said second crosspiece are each folded over to 
have tWo plies of material. 

4. The brassiere according to claim 1, Wherein said overlap 
has a diamond shape. 

5. The brassiere according to claim 1, Wherein said ?rst 
crosspiece and said second crosspiece each has a single ply of 
material. 

6. The brassiere according to claim 1, Wherein said ?rst 
crosspiece and said second crosspiece comprises a mesh fab 
ric. 

7. The brassiere according to claim 6, Wherein said mesh 
fabric is approximately 83% nylon and approximately 17% 
spandex. 

8. The brassiere according to claim 1, Wherein said ?rst 
elastic crosspiece and said second elastic crosspiece are each 
made from a fabric having approximately 83% nylon and 
approximately 17% spandex. 

9. A brassiere comprising: 
a body having a ?rst breast cup With a loWer edge and a 

second breast cup With a loWer edge, and a center ther 

ebetWeen; 
the loWer edges of the ?rst breast cup and the second breast 

cup each curving upWardly toWard the center of the 
brassiere; 

said ?rst breast cup and said second breast cup each having 
a lateral border having a channel, each channel having an 
insert therein; 

a ?rst elastic crosspiece connected to the loWer edge of the 
?rst breast cup, and a second elastic crosspiece con 
nected to the loWer edge of said second breast cup, the 
?rst and second elastic crosspieces having a ?rst elastic 
ity and terminating at the center of the brassiere to form 
a loWer peripheral edge of the brassiere; 

the ?rst and the second crosspieces overlapping to form a 
diamond-shaped region betWeen said ?rst breast cup and 
said second breast cup, the diamond-shaped region hav 
ing a second elasticity loWer than the ?rst elasticity of 
the ?rst and second elastic crosspieces. 

10. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said loWer 
edges form an approximate inverted V-shape. 

11. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said ?rst 
crosspiece and said second crosspiece are each folded over to 
have tWo plies of material. 

12. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said dia 
mond-shaped region formed by said ?rst crosspiece and said 
second crosspiece is a central gore. 

13. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said ?rst 
crosspiece and said second crosspiece each has a single ply of 
material. 

14. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said ?rst 
crosspiece and said second crosspiece are made from a mesh 
fabric. 

15. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said mesh 
fabric is approximately 83% nylon and approximately 17% 
spandex. 

16. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said ?rst 
crosspiece and said second crosspiece are made from a fabric 
having approximately 83% nylon and approximately 17% 
spandex. 

17. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said insert 
is fabricated from a semi-rigid plastic. 

18. The brassiere according to claim 9, Wherein said chan 
nel is a vertical channel. 
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19. A brassiere comprising: elastic crosspieces formed of a poWemet material and 
a body having a ?rst breast cup With a lower edge and a terminating at the center of the brassiere to form a loWer 

second breast cup With a loWer edge, and a center ther- peripheral edge of the brassiere, the loWer peripheral 
ebetWeen; edge beneath the center of the brassiere having an 

the loWer edges of the ?rst breast cup and the second breast 5 approximate inverted V-shape; and 
cup each curving upWardly toWard the center of the the ?rst crosspiece and the second crosspiece overlapping 
brassiere; and connecting to form a central gore betWeen said ?rst 

a ?rst elastic crosspiece adjacent the loWer edge of said ?rst and second breast cups. 
breast cup and a second elastic crosspiece adjacent the 
loWer edge of said second breast cup, the ?rst and second * * * * * 


