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(57) ABSTRACT 

An animal collar assembly including a Wireless receiver and 
a collar. The Wireless receiver having a pair of ?rst attachment 
features. The collar having a pair of ends, each end having a 
second attachment feature, each second attachment feature 
coupled With a corresponding ?rst attachment feature and 
maintaining the corresponding collar end at a ?xed orienta 
tion relative to the Wireless receiver. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD OF ASSEMBLING A RECEIVER 
COLLAR 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This is a continuation of US. patent application Ser. No. 
11/498,004, entitled “RECEIVER COLLAR”, ?led Aug. 2, 
2006 Which is a divisional of US. patent application Ser. No. 
1 1/065,963, entitled “RECEIVER COLLAR”, ?led Feb. 25, 
2005 noW abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to an animal collar assembly, 

and, more particularly, to an animal collar assembly including 
a radio frequency receiver for the modi?cation of animal 
behavior. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Stimulation devices are used for the modi?cation of the 

behavior of an animal. The stimulation device is often asso 
ciated With a collar Worn by the animal and is provided to 
improve the behavior of the animal. Some stimulation devices 
include tWin electrodes that are positioned against the skin of 
an animal, Which delivers an electrical stimulus to modify the 
behavior of the animal. The stimulus can also be in the form 
of a vibration, an audible noise or other sensory stimulation to 
gain the attention of the animal. 
A problem With knoWn animal modi?cation collars is that 

they alloW the stimulation portion to be in a position in Which 
it is not adequately coupled to the skin of the animal. When 
the stimulation portion of the collar is not adequately coupled, 
this leads to a loWered stimulation of the animal, Which leads 
to ineffective training. To compensate for inadequate cou 
pling to the skin the collar is often tightened, Which can lead 
to discomfort to the animal. Another manner in Which inad 
equate coupling to the skin is compensated for is to intensify 
the level of the stimulation, Which can lead to over stimula 
tion. These modi?cations of the stimulus device to overcome 
dif?culties With coupling of the stimulation device to the 
animal can lead to less than optimal feedback to the animal. 

What is needed in the art is a collar assembly Which pro 
vides reliable coupling of the stimulation device to the ani 
mal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides an animal collar assembly 
including a housing having a collar that is rotatably attached 
in a constrained manner. 

The invention comprises, in one form thereof, an animal 
collar assembly including 

a Wireless receiver and a collar. The Wireless receiver hav 
ing a pair of ?rst attachment features. The collar having a pair 
of ends, each end having a second attachment feature, each 
second attachment feature coupled With a corresponding ?rst 
attachment feature and maintaining the corresponding collar 
end at a ?xed orientation relative to the Wireless receiver. 

An advantage of the present invention is that the housing 
portion of the receiver collar is attached to the straps of the 
collar With limited rotational movement betWeen the tWo. 

Another advantage is that the collar of the present invention 
provides for more uniform coupling of the collar to the neck 
of the animal. 
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2 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above-mentioned and other features and advantages of 
this invention, and the manner of attaining them, Will become 
more apparent and the invention Will be better understood by 
reference to the folloWing description of an embodiment of 
the invention taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of an animal 
collar assembly of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a front vieW of the housing of the collar assembly 
of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a rear vieW of the housing of FIGS. 1 and 2; 
FIG. 4 is a top vieW of the housing of FIGS. 1-3; 
FIG. 5 is a bottom vieW of the housing of FIGS. 1-4; 
FIG. 6 is an end vieW ofthe housing of FIGS. 1-5; 
FIG. 7 is another end vieW of the housing of FIGS. 1-6; and 
FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective vieW of the collar assem 

bly of FIG. 1. 
Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond 

ing parts throughout the several vieWs. The exempli?cation 
set out herein illustrates one preferred embodiment of the 
invention, in one form, and such exempli?cation is not to be 
construed as limiting the scope of the invention in any man 
ner. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring noW to the draWings, and more particularly to 
FIG. 1, there is shoWn an embodiment of an animal collar 
assembly 10, including a receiver assembly 12 and collar 
straps 14. 
NoW, additionally referring to FIGS. 2-8, receiver assem 

bly 12 includes electrodes 16 attached to an arcuate housing 
18. Electrodes 16 are electrically interconnected With a 
receiver assembly contained Within housing 18 and they pro 
vide a stimulation to the animal, Which is often a dog. Elec 
trodes 16 are electrical conductors 16 that extend from a side 
Wall of receiver assembly 12. The receiver contained Within 
housing 18 receives radio frequency or other types of signals, 
in a Wireless manner, processes them using prede?ned criteria 
and, When directed, applies a stimulation by Way of electrodes 
16 to the dog. Even though the stimulation is referred to as an 
electrical stimulation by Way of electrode 16, it is understood 
that the stimulation may be of any variety in Which sensory 
perception by the dog is stimulated to thereby modify the 
behavior of the dog. Advantageously, housing 18 has an arcu 
ate formed shape approximating the curvature of the neck of 
the dog. 

Housing 18 includes a pair of attachment features 20 and 
22 in the form of a ?rst shaped cavity 20 and a second shaped 
cavity 22. Housing 18 additionally includes a ?rst set of 
protrusions 24 and a second set of protrusions 26. Cavities 20 
and 22 are substantial mirror images of each other and pro 
vide for the interconnection betWeen straps 14 and housing 
18. Cavities 20 and 22 are generally concave in shape. Pro 
trusions 24 and protrusions 26 are substantial mirror images 
of each other. Protrusions 24 and 26 extend beyond cavities 
20 and 22 and have holes 28 and 30, respectively, there 
through. Holes 28 and holes 30 alloW for the insertion of a pin, 
screW or other fastener through protrusions 24 and 26 and 
through accommodating holes in straps 14 for the connection 
of assembly 12 and straps 14. 

Straps 14 form a collar 14 that include a ?rst strap 32 and a 
second strap 34. Strap 32 has a mating end 36 and strap 34 has 
a mating end 38. Mating ends 36 and 38 are provided With 
attachment features Which accommodate attachment features 
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20 and 22 of housing 18 to constrain the rotational move 
ments of straps 14 relative to receiver housing 18. Mating end 
36 includes an attachment feature 40 also knoWn as a lug 40 
having a hole 44 therethrough and an end surface 48. Lug 40 
extends from along a side of strap 32 in a convex manner and 
substantially ?lls cavity 20 When assembled into receiver 
collar assembly 10. Lug 40 may have a holloW concave por 
tion therein. Constraining device 50 is inserted through holes 
30 and 44 coaxially align holes 44 and 30, thereby attaching 
strap 32 to housing 18. The combination of end surface 48 and 
lug 40 are mated With cavity 20 to constrain the rotational 
movement of strap 32 relative to housing 18. This substan 
tially provides a continuation of the arcuate shape of the 
housing 18 and imparts an initial angular direction to strap 32. 
Strap 34 has an attachment feature like that of strap 32 and is 
connected by Way of holes 28 in a substantially similar man 
ner as strap 32 is connected to housing 18. 

Advantageously, straps 14 have an initial angular relation 
ship With housing 18, Which holds receiver assembly 12, so 
that it more readily couples With the neck of a dog. Even 
though straps 14 are ?exible, the rotational movement of 
receiver assembly 12 is constrained by the present invention. 
The relative limited rotational movement betWeen straps 14 
and housing 18 contributes to maintaining the generally cir 
cular shape of collar assembly 10. The angular relationship is 
?xedly maintained by the attachment features of collar 14 and 
housing 18. As a result electrodes 16 are maintained at a ?xed 
angular relationship to the attachment features of collar 14. 
The angular relationship is an acute angle of betWeen 30° and 
80° and preferably betWeen 45° and 75°. 

Alternatively, the present invention may alloW straps 14 to 
rotate inwardly from the positioned depicted in FIG. 1, but be 
constrained from rotating outWardly by Way of end surface 48 
and its being abutted against a portion of housing 18. 

Receiver collar assembly 10 can be assembled by aligning 
lug 40 and inserting it into a cavity 20 or 22 and then inserting 
constraining device 50, in the form of a pin or other con 
strained fastener, through holes 30 and 44 to couple strap 32 
to housing 18. In a similar manner, strap 34 may be connected 
to the remaining cavity With the insertion of another device 
50. 

While cavities 20 and 22 have been depicted in housing 18, 
housing 18 could have a protrusion and straps 14 have a recess 
or cavity, thereby reversing the attributes of the housing and 
the strap, yet accomplishing the same feature as depicted in 
the ?gures. 
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4 
While this invention has been described as having a pre 

ferred design, the present invention can be further modi?ed 
Within the spirit and scope of this disclosure. This application 
is therefore intended to cover any variations, uses, or adapta 
tions of the invention using its general principles. Further, this 
application is intended to cover such departures from the 
present disclosure as come Within knoWn or customary prac 
tice in the art to Which this invention pertains and Which fall 
Within the limits of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of assembling a behavior modi?cation collar 

con?gured for being Worn around the neck of an animal, said 
behavior modi?cation collar including a housing and a plu 
rality of straps, said method comprising the steps of: 

placing a stimulation device in a housing, said housing 
being substantially rigid, said housing having a ?rst 
cavity and a second cavity, said housing further having at 
least one protrusion, each of said plurality of straps 
having a mating end including one of a lug to accom 
modate said cavity and a recess to accommodate said 
protrusion, Wherein each mating end includes a Wall 
including an end surface con?gured for constraining 
outWard rotational movement of said mating end; and 

af?xing a lug located proximate an end of a ?rst strap in 
said ?rst cavity, said Wall being coupled With said lug 
and at least partly de?ning said recess, Wherein said Wall 
includes a concave inside surface coupled With said lug 
and at least partly de?ning said recess, and Wherein said 
lug extends from an inside surface of said Wall, said lug 
de?ning a convex con?guration. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
a?ixing a lug of said second strap to said second cavity, said 
Wall being coupled With said lug and at least partly de?ning 
said recess, Wherein said Wall includes a concave inside sur 
face coupled With said lug and at least partly de?ning said 
recess, and Wherein said lug extends from an inside surface of 
said Wall, said lug de?ning a convex con?guration. 

3. The method of claim 2, Wherein said lug of said ?rst strap 
is limitedly rotatable in said ?rst cavity and said lug of said 
second strap is limitedly rotatable in said second cavity. 

4. The method of claim 3, Wherein said lug of said ?rst strap 
is substantially non-rotatable in said ?rst cavity and said lug 
of said second strap is substantially non-rotatable in said 
second cavity. 


